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" ...yea, I have a goodly heritage. " 
Ps. 16:6 
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The good people of Monee who unlatched their memories 
and so graciously shared historical data without which this 
book could not have been written. 

With heartfelt gratitude 

Muriel Mueller Milne 
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FORWARD
 

God took care to hide that country till He judged His people ready, 
Then He chose mefor His Whisper, andI'vefoundlt, and it 's yoursl 

--The Explorer--Rudyard Kipling 

Progress brings with it new ideas, new faces, new dimensions, 
and in the wake of it, the old passes on,--new generations are born, 
landmarks disappear;--time saving devices put ancestral necessities 
on the auction block. 

Hoping to preserve a bit of "the good old days" for posterity, the 
author felt a need for a book on the history of Monee. All the 
following chronological data is authentic to the best of her 
knowledge. Let it be known that she has endeavored to depict a 
pattern of life of yesteryears within this history and to include in 
some capacity as many individual and family names as possible. As 
in all communities, countless numbers went about the ordinary 
business of everyday living, unaware that they were erecting a solid 
foundation for future generations; they, too, should be remembered, 
if not by name by their labors. Abraham Lincoln expressed it so 
beautifully, "God must have loved the common man, because he 
made so many of them." 

Monee, like so many small villages dotting the nation, was 
settled, molded, and progressed through the determination of 
God-fearing pioneers who migrated to the new world primarily for 
religious freedom. The Bible was their guide; the Ten 
Commandments the law by which they lived; the first four based on 
man's love of God, and the last six on man's respect for his fellow 
man. Consequently, the author felt it proper to use Biblical 
phraseology as chapter subtitles relevant to their contents. 

A vast amount of history of Monee was found in old histories of 
Will county; namely, History of Will County by W. H. Perrin and H. 
H. Hill, 1878; Past and Present of Will County, Dlinois, by W. W. 
Stevens, 1907; and History of Will County by August Maue, 1928. 

Monee town and village records proved invaluable as sources of 
information. 
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In old newspapers, dating back as early as 1876;--the Monee 
Eagle, Review, and Monitor; the Peotone Eagle, and 
Vedette,--history came to life in human interest stories involving 
local residents. Many of the ensuing newspaper articles appear 
verbatim, mainly to preserve the archaic structure of speech 
characteristic of the era in which it was written. This adds 
considerably to the valor, joy, sorrow, and occasional homespun 
humor of the story. The author is grateful to the Russell Printing 
Company, Peotone, Illinois, for their cooperation and permission to 
use these articles. 

Compiling the history of Monee was like putting together a giant 
jigsaw puzzle,--a delightful challenging task, not laborious at any 
time; could this be because the author is a native of Monee and is 
proud of the town?--she likes to think so. 

"The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a 
goodly heritage." Ps. 16:6. 

Muriel Mueller Milne 
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CHAPTER I 

ANCESTRAL SOIL 

.'In the beginning . 
Gen. 1:1 

PRAIRIES--POTTAWATOMIES-PIONEERS 

.'It is the task of the sturdy pioneer to hew the tall oak and to cut 
the rough granite. Future ages must declare what the pioneer has 
accomplished. .. 

Mary Baker Eddy 

What was to become the American frontier was primitively 
shaped and developed by the Indian. His presence was a great 
factor and ofttimes threat to the pioneer, his ingenuity and deter
mination. Consequently, early chronological data, without exception, 
acts as a forerunner to the settling of a community. Some reference 
should therefore be made to the red man and the role he played in 
the state and county in whose jurisdiction a township and village lie. 

It has not been established how long the Indians had used the 
broad, rolling prairies of Illinois for their homes and hunting 
grounds but when the white men first came to this area, they found 
several strong tribes of Indians occupying the land. Tribes most 
intimately associated with northern Illinois were the Mascoutin, 
Sauk, Fox. Pottawatomie, Ottawa and Illini. Of these, most preva
lent in eastern Will county in the early 1700's were the Pottawato
mie and Ottawa. Chief Pontiac was the great leader of the two tribes 
and lived in Will county during the 1760's. The Pottawatomie were 
described as being tall, fierce and haughty; fond of hunting and 
war; and were, previous to their meeting with the French, the most 
numerous and powerful of all the northwestern tribes. The name 
signifies, "We are making a fire," hence, other natives called them 
•• Firemakers. ,. 

The first noteworthy white explorers to set foot upon the prairies 
of l11inois were Father Jacques Marquette, a French-born Jesuit 
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missionary, and Louis Joliet, a native of Canada, who in 1673 
started from the mission of St. Ignace, opposite the island of Mack
inac, on their memorable voyage down the Mississippi and landed at 
the lllini Indian village of Kaskaska near the mouth of the lllinois 
river. (This was not the village founded later by the French on the 
Mississippi.) Fulfilling a promise to the red man, Father Marquette 
accompanied by two Frenchmen, Perre and Jacques, and some 
Indians attempted to return to the Indian village in the fall of 1674 
and reached the Chicago river Dec. 12. He found the river frozen, 
was taken ill, and forced to build a cabin near the source of the 
south branch which he occupied the winter of 1674-75 remaining 
until spring. This cabin was the first structure built by a white man 
within the borders of the state, as it is today. Along the banks of 
this river and in marshy places along Lake Michigan the wild onion 
grew in great abundance, and the Pottawatomie named the river 
"Chi-kang-ong", meaning a place of skunk weed or wild onion. 
Father Marquette wrote the name "Checangon" and from this has 
come the present name of Chicago. 

French missionaries, explorers, and fur traders worked with 
united effort, the latter protecting the former, while the former in 
return aided the latter in securing peace with the Indians. The very 
name "Illinois" is a combination of both dialects, derived from the 
Indian word "Illini" (men), and the French suffix "ois" (together), 
signifying "tribe of men." 

The kindness and compassion of the mIssiOnaries made an im
pression in favor of Christianity, but the Pottawatomies were not 
easily swayed toward religious beliefs and remained indifferent. The 
Ottawas still believed somewhat in their pagan medicine men even 
though their prophecies proved false with regards to the outcome of 
the War of 1812. The missionaries attributed their success in con
verting some of the Indians to Christianity to the fact that the 
prairie tribes believed in spiritual communion with the "Great 
Spirit" through nature. Even with this underlying faith the mission
aries found it extremely difficult to communicate with the Indian, as 
he was definitely stoic; his thoughts carefully concealed behind his 
expressionless stare. 

The Pottawatomie chief of northeastern Illinois, who had great in
fluence with the white man, was Shabbona, born in 1775, his father 
being of the Ottawa tribe. He grew to manhood in a village on the 
Kankakee river, in what is now Wesley township. Later he married 
Spotka, a daughter of a Pottawatomie chief, and upon the death of 
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his father-in-law became chief of the tribe. He moved the tribe to 
Grundy county and lived in peace with the white settlers for nearly 
half a century. 

Around 1830 there was a large Pottawatomie village of about a 
thousand people at Walker's Grove, south of the present village of 
Plainfield, besides other smaller villages scattered throughout Will 
county. 

The . 'war of the races" came to a crisis in northwestern Illinois in 
1832. Black Hawk, noted chief of the Sauk and Fox, refused to 
comply by the Treaty of St. Louis, ratified Nov. 3, 1804, by which 
the Sauk and Fox tribes agreed to surrender all their lands east of 
the Mississippi and move west of the great "Father of Waters". 
Shabbona refused to join Black Hawk in his efforts to drive the 
white settlers from the territory. Although the Pottawatomie 
remained friendly throughout the Black Hawk War, still the white 
men were always suspicious of the Indian. The settlers, conscious 
that they were trespassing on the assumed rights of the red man, 
and knowing well their treacherous dispositions and their sensitive
ness on the subject, were apprehensive of trouble and rightly so. 
The two factors which roused the stoic Indian most were the white 
man's deceit and his whiskey. The cry everywhere was, "the Indian 
must go." This feeling is shown by a law passed in 1814 by the 
Illinois Territorial Legislature, offering a reward of fifty dollars for 
every Indian captured on the warpath, or killed in their own 
territory, during hostilities. 

For self-preservation the white settlers started to build numerous 
forts during this period. Settlers at Plainfield, being so far from 
other frontier settlements, and warned by Shabbona of Indian host
ilities, erected a log fort around the cabin of Rev. S. R. Beggs, a 
preacher of Methodist persuasion, and named it in his honor. Here 
they remained, unarmed, until a volunteer company of twenty-five 
mounted rangers and thirty friendly Indians from Fort Dearborn, 
under the command of a Captain Naper, rescued them and escorted 
them back to the fort; the first permanent settlement of Chicago 
built in 1803 by the government; a log cabin village of less than a 
hundred inhabitants at the time of the Black Hawk War. Joliet was 
the site of Fort Nonsense, it being rightly named as it contained no 
provisions for food or water; another fort was built at Kankakee. 
Most of the lesser known forts built during the Black Hawk scare 
were soon deserted and disappeared. Although no actual fighting 
occurred in Will county there was so much anxiety and suspense 
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that what was to become Monee township, during this time, was 
uninhabited by those of the pioneer spirit; immigration was brought 
to a standstill. 

Treaties with the Indians affecting the State of Illinois began in 
1795 with that of Greenville and extended over a period of thirty
eight years. These treaties had three provisions: first, to secure 
peace with the Indians; second, to secure peace between hostile 
tribes; and third, to secure cessions of land. Although these treaties 
were legal, by the white man's code, unfortunately the Indians often 
did not understand the complicated ramifications of the agreements 
which moved them off their land and confined them to reservations. 
Longfellow's immortal "Song of Hiawatha," the story of the Indian 
who prayed for peace in his land, never quite materialized for the 
good of all men, red and white. The Treaty of Chicago in September 
of 1833 with the Pottawatomie provided for their removal to the 
"land of the setting sun." Five thousand red men assembled in 
Chicago that year, received their annunities from the government. 
danced their last celebration in the state and took up their march for 
new hunting grounds on the banks of the far Missouri river; en 
route passing through Will county. Charles Sprague wrote sympa
thetically of the departure: 

Their council-fire has long since gone out on the shore. and their 
war-cry is fast fading to the untrodden west. Slowly and sadly they 
climb the distant mountains. and read their doom in the setting sun. 

Illinois was among the midwestern states included in the North
west Territory ceded by Virginia to the United States in 1784. Of 
this relinguishment, Thomas E. Watson wrote: 

... Bickerings and jealousies had arisen; and to put an end to the 
dangers threatened by these, Virginia voluntarily surrendered her 
empire. A nobler peace-offering the world never saw. 

All land of the Illinois Territory purchased from the Indians, 
Congress had surveyed and offered it to settlers. After a few years 
the people of the territory became anxious to make it a state, so 
they might have a hand in directing the affairs of the nation in 
Washington, D.C., and sent a petition to Congress in January, 1818, 
requesting statehood. Government officials informed Illinoisans their 
territory would be accepted as a state providing it had a population 
of 40,000. This necessitated a census and it became evident that the 
total would fall short of the mark. To solve the problem the marshall 
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in charge of counting heads stationed his deputies along roads and 
instructed them to count everybody that passed, regardless who 
they were or their destination. Immigrants and movers were thus 
counted several times within Illinois territory. The tabulation 
reached 40,000 but it was afterward ascertained the population was 
really only 34,620. The census-takers had "out-foxed" federal off
icials. No other state has been admitted with so small a population. 
Illinois acquired statehood Dec. 3, 1818, when a state constitution 
was adopted by Congress; and it became the twenty-first state of 
the union--with a mere $183.20 in the treasury. 

In 1815, a Philadephian, Dr. Conrad Will, at the age of 36 years, 
moved to Kaskaskia, the territorial capital of Illinois, where he not 
only practiced his profession but manufactured salt and kept an inn. 
Re became active in state politics and served as legislator from 
Jackson county until his death June 11, 1835. On Jan. 12, 1836, the 
state legislature adopted a resolution to form a new county, which 
was named in memory of Dr. Will. Although he neither lived in nor 
visited Will county, it still bears his name today. 

It was William Shakespeare who once said, "What's in a name?" 
Controversy arose quite often as to the correct pronunication of the 
name of the seat of justice of the new county of Will. The city 
council of that city settled the question by the passage of the follow
ing ordinance in 1835: 

That the only official correct and proper pronunication and spell
ing of the name of this city shall be Jo-li-et; the accent on the first 
syllable. with the "0 in such first syllable pronounced in its long II 

sound. as in the words "so, ., "no, .. ''joe. .. and that any other pro
nunication be disowned and discouraged. as interfering with the 
desired uniformity in respect to the proper pronunication of the 
name of our city. 

So be it forever, "Jo-li-et." 
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CHAPTER II 

PORTRAIT OF A PRINCESS 

let us make us a name . ... , 
Gen. 11:4 

MARIE LE FEVRE BAILLY 

Legendary tales had been told repeatedly through the early years 
on the history of the name of Monee. All seemed to agree it was of 
Indian origin but controversy arose as to whether Monee was named 
for a princess or a chief. John A. Drennan, a Chicago district 
attorney of the Illinois Central railroad, in an article appearing in an 
old copy of the I11inois Central Magazin.. · wrote: 

Monee had been so completely forgotten that it was supposed she 
was a man. and one old inhabitant of the village declared that he 
had seen Chief Monee buried. Another was rebuked by laughter 
when he ventured the heresy that he "always thought the chief was 
a woman." 

According to facts compiled from historical archives, the village of 
Monee was named for the daughter of a French fur trader, 
Monsieur Antoine Le Fevre, and a woman half French and half 
Ottawa Indian, Neengay Le Fevre. This French-Indian baby was 
christened Marie. A biographical sketch of Marie Le Fevre Bai11y 
written by Frances Howe, her granddaughter, states: 

My grandmother was born A.D. 1783 in the French settlement 
known as Riviere des Raisins. then within the charter limits of 
Connecticut Colony and on the site of the town of Monroe in 
Michigan. Her father. a Gascon gentleman of the name of Le Fevre. 
was the most influential person in the backwoods village; his wife 
was a woman of mingled French and Indian descent. with many 
powerful relatives among the Indians. 

Monsieur Le Fevre died when Marie was eight years of age and 
her mother returned to live with Indian relatives at the village of 
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L' Arbre Croche, near Little Traverse bay, where they shared their 
very best with their widowed relative and her two children, Marie 
and Angela. 

Little Marie was called by the French "Mah-ree" but the Ottawa 
had no sound in their dialect corresponding with the letter "r" so 
they pronounced her name "Mau-nee" accenting the last syllable. 
The Algonquin linguistics composed of approximately fifty 
languages and used by a number of the tribes, including the Ottawa 
and Pottawatomie, replaced the "r" sound with that of "n." French 
treaty clerks later wrote the name as "Mo-nee." As for spelling, 
early Indians did not write, there is no right or wrong way to spell 
an Indian word. 

As a very young girl, while living with her widowed mother's 
tribe, Marie was forced by her mother to marry Le Roy De la Vigne, 
a French-Ottawa Indian, a medicine man of the tribe. As her 
deceased father, Marie was a devout Catholic and refused to take 
part in the heathen rites performed by her husband and desired to 
leave him. The Ottawa Indians had a law that a wife given in 
marriage in her youth against her will, might, when she became of 
age divorce herself from her husband by leaving in his home speci
fied amounts of household stuff, wearing apparel and provisions. 
When eligible, Marie took advantage of this law, divorced De la 
Vigne and kept their two young daughters, Therese and Agatha. 
Madame Le Fevre was compelled, by the same law, to receive her 
daughter kindly back into her home. Marie remained with her 
mother and supported herself and her children by selling quill work, 
bead embroidery, dried fruit, and hominy at Mackinac Island, the 
headquarters of the fur trade, and a military outpost; the emporium 
of the Northwest. 

Marie De la Vigne was described as the most beautiful woman of 
the Northwest and was known as "The Lily of the Lakes." From her 
French ancestry she possessed a petite stature and a fair com
plexion; and from her half-Ottawa mother she inherited beautiful 
long thick braids of black lustrous hair and warm glowing, deep-set 
brown eyes. This beauty was not superficial but reflected in her love 
of nature. She especially had an affinity for birds, the silver-winged 
gulls of Lake Michigan and the tiny-feathered songsters of the 
woodlands responded to her gentleness and would surround her, 
unafraid. The Indians conscious of this called her "Wing Woman." 

Joseph Bailly, a French fur trader, met Marie De la Vigne during 
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the summer of 1810. On a particular afternoon as he sat in his office 
at Mackinac he saw a fleet of canoes arriving on the beach. A 
gentleman with whom he shared his office informed him they were 
L'Arbre Croche Indians, an Ottawa tribe who lived forty miles south 
and west of Mackinac, and that a beautiful woman should be among 
them. Bailly and his friend sauntered down to the beach where 
Bailly met the woman who would bear the title of Madame Joseph 
Bailly for the rest of her life. 

Bailly, whose full name was Joseph Aubert de Gaspe Bailly de 
Messein, was born April 8, 1774, at Quebec, Canada, son of a 
prominent family. After being educated in Canada, he started a 
career as a fur trader and by the age of 18 was appointed chief rep
resentative of the Northwest Company, headquartered on Mackinac 
Island. Eight years later he became an independent licensed fur 
trader operating on the Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, Muskegon and 
Grand rivers in lower Michigan. Bailly was shrewd but honest in his 
dealings with the Indians and by 1805 he had increased his 
operations into northern Indiana along the Kankakee river. Between 
1803 and 1805, it has been estimated that he recorded transactions 
aggregating almost a half a million dollars. He competed with the 
American Fur Company owned by tycoon John Jacob Astor. Bailly 
also spent part of each year in Louisiana where he had a trading 
post at Baton Rouge. 

During these early trading years, Bailly married Bed-way-way, the 
daughter of an Indian chief and had six children. Bailly, after 
providing for his children's education, separated from his Indian 
wife for the same reason Marie Le Fevre left De la Vigne. 
Bed-way-way, too, practiced heathen rites, and Bailly, a Catholic, 
was unable to convert her to Christianity. 

Bailly married Marie De la Vigne, his second wife, the year they 
met. Because there were no priests available, theirs was a simple 
wilderness wedding ceremony of solemn reverence. The marriage 
rites of the church were not performed by a priest until 1820. They 
had four daughters, Esther, Rose, Eleanor and Hortense. Their only 
son, Robert, died as a child. 

According to some, Marie Bailly was a Pottawatomie, and she is 
so listed in the Treaty of Camp Tippecanoe of 1832 which awarded 
two sections of land "for the five daughters of Mo-nee, by her last 
husband, Joseph Bailly." The treaty with the Pottawatomie of 
Indiana and Michigan signed Oct. 27, 1832, granted one section of 
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land to "the wife of Joe Bailly" and gave her Indian name as "Tou
se-qua." However. according to Miss Howe. her grandmother was 
of the Ottawa tribe. Intermingling of members of these tribes was 
common. 

Bailly, through his daughters' rights and at the demand of the 
Pottawatomie with whom his wife had much influence, bargained 
with the United States commissioners after the treaty ending the 
Black Hawk War of 1832. and obtained for his daughters land that is 
now part of Monee township. This grant of land, 1,280 acres, listed 
in Article II of the Treaty of Camp Tippecanoe, Indiana, with the 
Pottawatomie of the Prairie and Kankakee, made and entered into 
Oct. 20,1832, and ratified Jan. 21, 1833, was carved out of sections 
28, 29, 32 and 33 and included Raccoon Grove; the intersection of 
Egyptian trail and Pauling road being the center of the reservation. 

Why the site in eastern Will county was chosen for a land grant 
for the daughters of Marie and Joseph Bailly is not known. It is 
logical that Bailly foresaw that somewhere at the southern end of 
Lake Michigan a great commercial center would develop and 
insisted on this site. This gift of property could feasibly have been 
the only link "Princess Monee" ever had with the village named in 
her honor. 

In 1835 William Butler Ogden, a lawyer by profession and a per
sonal friend of Joseph Bailly, came to Chicago from New York as a 
representative of the American Land Co. He handled more than ten 
million dollars in land investments and was elected first mayor of 
Chicago on May 2, 1837. In 1851 Ogden bought the 1,280 acres 
comprising the reservation from Marie Bailly's daughters for about 
five dollars an acre. Immediately Ogden subdivided the land; had a 
plat made and recorded it April 10, 1851, with Jedidiah Woolley, Jr., 
county surveyor of Will county. 

Although the village of Monee was not laid out until two years 
later, a settlement named for an Indian princess had established its 
roots amid the rolling prairies and virgin forests of northern Illinois. 

THE BAILLY HOMESTEAD
 

An old, framed newspaper clipping, yellow with age, at the Offner 

17
 



Museum, Peotone, Ill., relates the following: 

Monee married a French trader, Joseph Bailly des Mesdein. and 
her declining years were spent on the Bailly Homestead near Porter 
Station. Indiana, where she died at the age of 83 in 1866. 

This information led to the discovery of the Bailly Homestead and 
cemetery, historical sites near Porter, Indiana. 

Leaving their children on Mackinac 'Island at boarding school, 
with French tutors, or at times at an excellent Baptist institution, 
Joseph and Marie Bailly would journey southward and view the land 
together. Even at that time Bailly foresaw the possibility of a natural 
harbor in Lake Michigan in the northern part of what is now Porter 
county, Ind. Here, in 1812, he purchased from the Government Land 
Office about 320 acres of land, which became the Bailly Homestead 
and the family became the first white settlers of Porter county. In 
1816 Joseph Bailly became a naturalized American citizen. 

The first home of Joseph 
and Marie Bailly at Porter, 
Indiana. Located on the 
banks of the Little Cal
umet River, it was built in 
1812. 
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The homestead, located on the original old Sauk trail, stands on 
the north bank of the Little Calumet river. It consists of acreage, the 
large family home, a brick house, a small log cabin used as an 
Indian trading post, a two-story log cabin. and a small log chapel. 

The design of the two-story cabin, the first Bailly home, was very 
unusual for the area. Contrary to public belief, most original home
stead cabins were built three-sided, with the fourth covered by a 
large skin. Bailly, when the homestead began to return his invest
ment, built a four-sided, two-story log cabin with puncheon floors. 
Only the prosperous had a second floor, and then only in towns 
could these be found. However, Joseph Bailly considered this poor 
living and could not wait to start his big house. 

The large two and one-half story house, built about 1824, has 
been changed somewhat by late owners but was originally of 
plantation style. Standing on a moderately high bank of the peaceful 
Little Calumet, it is surrounded by lovely old trees. Gabled and 
balconied, it was built of a cedar frame and square-hewn white oak 
timber from Bailly's own woods and rested on a Quebec stone 
foundation. Fireplaces and cathedral stairways lent beauty 'and 
charm to the home. It was the most hospitable place between 
Chicago and Fort Wayne and fur traders, adventurers, missionaries, 
and government officers all made the Bailly home their rendezvous. 
The Indians, too, in their migrations, spring and fall, pitched their 
tepees in the grove surrounding the Bailly home, for they were 
always welcome. 

The Bailly children and those of Mrs. B~illy's previous marriage 
were brought together under one roof and carefully reared as very 
devout Catholics. 

The homestead became a resting place and haven for journeying 
mission priests and the first Masses were held there by Father 
Stephen Theodore Badin. Later, when daughter Esther Bailly 
Whistler was mistress of the homestead, (She married John H. 
Whistler, son of Capt. John Whistler who built the first Fort Dear
born in 1803.) the first Mass to which Indians were invited, was 
celebrated in the room that later became the dining room. The spot 
is marked by a mantle carved in grapes and wheat. Mrs. Whistler 
acted as interpreter for the Pottawatomie and Ottawa who had 
come. Many famous Indians visited here, among them Pokagon, 
Blackbird, Yellowcloud and Little Turtle. Father Guegin, chaplain at 
St. Mary's of the Woods, Terre Haute, Ind., officiated at the 
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Masses which were held intermittently until about 1833. 

The Bailly Homestead, Porter, Indiana, built in 1824. 

Daughter Rose Bailly and Francis Howe were married at the 
homestead Nov. 13, 1841. Following their marriage the groom 
planted an elm and his bride an oak in memory of the day. The two 
saplings, planted together in one hole, were firmly bound together 
and grew that they resembled one trunk, the branches mingling 
together. This unusual memorial became known as the "marriage 
tree." The young couple made their home in Chicago where Mr. 
Howe was secretary-treasurer of the Chicago and Galena railroad. 

Within a few years following the .death of her husband, Mrs. 
Bailly left the homestead to live on Mackinac Island with her 
daughter, Agatha De la Vigne Biddle, who married Edward Biddle 
in 1819. (Agatha's brother-in-law, Nicholas Biddle, was the first 
United States treasurer.) When Francis Howe died in 1856, Mrs. 
Bailly returned to the homestead to make a home for her widowed 
daughter and her two children, Frances and Rose. Rose died as a 
young woman and Frances later became mistress of the homestead. 
The house was beautifully repaired and Frances lived there with her 
adopted daughter, Emma Backman, until 1905. She was in 
California for several years but returned to her beloved home and 

20 



died on atrip, at Los Angeles, Calif., in 1918. She was the last direct 
surviving member of the Bailly family to reside at the homestead. 

Following Frances Howe's death, the homestead was neglected; 
then sold to the Sisters of Notre Dame, a Catholic order of 
Milwaukee nuns who used it as a retreat for aged nuns. Again the 
house and grounds were beautified but inadequate provision for 
maintenance forced the order to relinquish it and it was purchased 
by Joseph LaRouche. After her husband's death, Mrs. LaRouche 
sold the homestead to a restaurateur from Gary, Indiana, and it was 
remodeled and operated as an inn for about two years. A bank
ruptcy reverted the property to Mrs. LaRouche. 

III late years historians of Porter county hoped that the Bailly 
Homestead would become a stale or national park. Their aspirations 
were fulfilled when the National Park Service, United States Depart
ment of Interior, obtained authority for a Declaration of Taking, filed 
November 26, 1971. At that time the National Park Service assumed 
ownership of the remaining 43.20 acres comprising the Bailly 
Homestead. 

DECLINING YEARS 

Joseph Bailly chose a spot for the famil\' cemetery on a sandy 
knoll about three- quarters of a mile north of the house. For 
hundreds of years the oak ridge surroundin~~ the cemetery had been 
the burying grounds of the Indian. He raised a huge cross of oaken 
beams as a landmark on the one and one-half acre plot. It was cust
omary for all the household to pray at the foot of the cross on Sun
days and Holy Days. The first grave at the cemetery was that of 
Joseph and Marie's only son, Robert, who died of typhoid fever at 
the Carey Mission School near the present site of Niles, Mich., in 
1827 at the age of ten years. 

Joseph Bailly owned a sloop and navigated the Great Lakes but 
his vision of a natural harbor in Lake Michigan came to a close with 
his death Dec. 21, 1835. He was laid to rest beside the oaken cross 
in the cemetery he earlier platted. 

After Marie Bailly returned to the homestead in 1856 to make a 
home for her daughter, Rose Howe and children, she remained until 
her death. During these declining years sometimes the family of 
Chief Shabbona came from northern Illinois to make maple sugar in 
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a grove nearby. They would come and VISit Mrs. Bailly and she 
would return their visits; otherwise she was content to stay at the 
homestead. Shabbona was a distant relative of Madame Le Fevre, 
Marie Bailly's mother, and was of mingled French and Indian 
descent, whereas, his wife was a full-blood Portawatomie Indian. 

Marie Bailly was noted for her charitable deeds and in March, 
1866, while returning home from an act of kindness she slipped 
crossing the lawn, not noticing a thin sheet of ice lying on the path 
and injured her spine. At her advanced age she never fully 
recovered from the accident and passed on Sept. 15, 1866. Following 
a Requiem Mass said at her funeral, her body was taken on an 
oxcart to the burial grounds and laid to rest by the side of her hus
band. 

South wall of the Bailly Cemetery, taken in 1952. Joseph and Marie Bailly marker 
at left; Francis and Rose (Bailly) Howe marker at right. 

Courtesy of the Historical Society of Porter County, Inc., Valparaiso, Indiana. 

The cemetery, like so many old graveyards, has broken sandstone 
monuments, many of them so eroded by eons of time that the in
scriptions are beyond recognition. A high, cement block wall 
encircles three sides of the small round hill where the huge wooden 
cross once stood. The crest of the knoll can be reached from the 
north by ascending twelve concrete steps. At the author's first visit 
to the site in 1969, an old gnarled section of the cross was still lying 
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where it fell. 

Imbedded in the south wall are two plaques about three by tive 
and one-half feet; one for Joseph and Marie Bailly and the other for 
their son-in-law and daughter, Francis and Rose Howe; a smaller 
plaque close to each bears a verse from the Bible. 

Below the cross on the Bailly plaque is the following inscription: 

HONORE GRATIEN JOSEPH BAILLY 

de MESSEINN 

BORN AT QUEBEC APRIL 8, 1774 

DIED, DEC. 21, 1835 

MARIE LEFEVRE 

-HIS WIFE

DIED SEPT. IS, 1866, IN HER 83 YEAR 

Great awe swells the heart as one reads for the first time the 
above inscription and realizes that the woman for whom his 
hometown is named lies buried here. Momentarily is forgotten the 
neglect and desolation of the surroundings. Returning to reality a 
voice within cries, "Why, oh why doesn't someone care?" This plea 
has been answered as the National Park Service of the United States 
Department of Interior purchased the 1.43 acres from the Michigan 
City Historical Society on Aug. 24, 1971. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT: 

Biographical data on Marie Le Fevre Bailly was obtained through 
the cooperation of the Historical Society of Porter County, Inc., 
Valparaiso, Ind. In their archives is a newspaper article that 
appeared in the Gary Post-Tribune, July 25, 1963, on the history of 
the Bailly Homestead. One paragraph states: 

Bailly married again in 1810 to the daughter of a French mer
chant. Marie Le Fevre. Her mother was a member of the Ottawa 
Indian tribe. Her Indiiil1 name was Monee, and a station on the 
Illinois Central Railroad bears her name today. 
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CHAPTER III 

MONEE TOWNSHIP 

. our land shall yield her increase. .. 
Ps. 85: 12 

BREAKING THE SOD 

"A settler would not spend (in ll1inois) ten years cutting down 
and burning trees: on the day of his arrival he could put his plough 
to the ground." 

Louis Jolliet 

Long before ll1inois became a state, the Pottawatomie, Ottawa, 
and French fur traders liv d together in what is now eastern Will 
county. Descriptive land owned by Illinois tribes in this area still 
appear on the recorder's books in the county courthou e at Joliet. 
One of these tracts is Monee, a reservation granted by the United 
States government, whose boundaries still figure in the transfer of 
land. 

An early attraction of this area were th~ tall towers erected at the 
time Illinois was being surveyed. One stood south of Monee, 
another in 'Washington township, one in Green Garden township, 
and a fourth near Manteno. The topographical feature that met the 
eye of the surveyor as he scanned the terrain of Monee township 
from his lofty perch was an infinite sea of prairies, ranging from a 
few acres broken by rolling hills, trails and creeks to large tracts 
bounded only by the power of vision; the full panorama of the 
prairies lay spread out. like an open map. Raccoon Grove covered 
the southern part of the township and to the northeast, forming a 
dark line along the verge of the horizon, lay about two thousand 
acres of timberland known as Thorn Grove. The latter covers 
sections 1, 2, 11, and 12 in Monee township and section 6 in Crete 
township, and extends northward into Cook county for several miles. 

In the late 1820's and early 30's due to reports of Indian hostil
ities pioneers avoided settling in northern Illinois. Soldiers who 
fought in the Black Hawk War of 1832 spread far and wide the news 
of the beautiful, fertile lands of this area which triggered immi
gration, and from the east there caine a steadily increasing number 
of settlers to the "land of golden opportunities." 
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The first settlers of Carey (Monee and Will) township were fam
ilies from Ohio: John S. Dilly arrive in 1834 and was followed the 
next year by John M. Chase. N. C. Tibbits, Samuel W. Cooper, 
Nicholas Young and Ruel Carney. al1 of whom settled in Thorn 
Grove. These pioneers entered their claims and built their cabins; 
Chase is credited with building the first dwel1ing in the township. 
He was a well-to-do farmer, and respected by his neighbors, as wit
nessed by his election to the office of justice of the peace. However, 
he did not remain long enough to merit the title of permanent resi
dent, but sold his property after a few years and returned to Ohio. 

Another early arrival was William Hollis Newton who came from 
the state of New York in 1834. He was the first town clerk of Carey 
township. His son, William Newton, Jr., was considered a model 
farmer and became one of the wealthiest men of the township. 

Several other New Yorkers settled in the Thorn Grove area in the 
next couple of years. Among them were Joshua E. Phillips, S. W ..... 
Gaines, Aaron Bonnell, and Otis Phillips, who is without doubt 
entitled to the honor of pioneer educator, as he taught the first 
school in Thorn Grove in 1836. He later moved to Wisconsin. S. W. 
Gaines was one of the last surviving pioneers of the northeastern 
part of the township. He died Feb. 5, 1900, at the age of 90 and is 
buried in a Crete cemetery. After a few years Joshua E. Phillips 
moved south of the village of Monee on the property later known as 
the Herman Ziemer farm. He was a farmer of moderate circum
stances but spent much of his time hunting. He was one of the 
founders of the Monee Congregational Church and remained in 
Monee until his death Oct. 10, 1894, at the age of 85 years. Mrs. 
Phillips also lived to the ripe old age of 87 years, her death occur
ring in 1899. Descendants of some of these pioneers remained but 
most of them were replaced by German immigrants who came some 
twenty years later. 

Early settlers avoided the open grassland of the pratrles. They 
were under the impression that the prairie was unhealthful, but this 
seems to have been only one of several factors which confined most 
of them to the wooded areas adjacent to streams. The timber 
provided logs for cabins and rails for fences and was also the source 
of fuel for the open fireplaces. Pioneers believed on the open 
prairie, away from streams, water failed to nourish the soil which 
they surmised to be so poor that trees could not grow. They also 
found the leaf mold of clearings in the timber much easier to 
cultivate than the tough sod of the prairie. 
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The year 1837 was one of the worst in the financial history of the 
country and especially of I11inois. Because of the scarcity of money 
merchants equated prices in terms of bushels and pecks, as well as 
cash. Eggs sold for three cents a dozen, venison for two cents a 
pound and pork and bacon for three cents. Whiskey sold for 10 
cents a gallon while a SO-gallon barrel of good water cost $4. Room 
and board could be had for a dollar a week while a good shirt cost 
eight bushels of corn and a ladies' bonnet for "special occasions" 
cost between 30 and SO bushels of corn. It is understandable that at 
this time immigration to the frontier was, in measure, checked. 

In Europe in the mid -1840's a desperate revolt against the 
tyrannical rulers of Germany failed and thousands of freedom-loving 
Germans were shot or imprisoned. Hard times and religious 
oppression, as well as this harsh treatment, caused the first large 
German movement to the United States. The German settlers 
possessed the determination and enterprise so characteristic of their 
race and with a courageous spirit began life in the new world. Carey 
township received a large influx of these German immigrants, 
loosely referred to as "Dutchmen," and because the timberland was 
all claimed, these industrious settlers were the first to discover that 
the prairies had deep, rich soil which could be plowed up and used 
at once, without years of tree-cutting and brush-burning. 

The pioneers of this circa were not helpless men but did practi
cally all their own work, partly because they were skilled in many 
trades but mostly for survival. They shod their own horses, made 
their own tools, pails, barrels, shingles, and many other items of 
necessity. 

Soon cabins began to dot the prairies and family roots were 
established in Carey township. Illinois governor Thomas Ford 
(1842-46) wrote of this period: "A log cabin, made entirely of wood, 
without glass, nails, hinges, or locks, furnished the residence of r 
many a contended and happy family." The frontier home built of' 
logs, the cracks daubed with mud, consisted of a single room 
sixteen to twenty feet square which answered the purpose of kitch
en, pantry, dining room, parlor and bedroom. The roof was of split 
shingles held in place by poles laid thereon. These homes afforded 
little protection in the winter when icy north winds whipped stiff 
gales across the prairies with nothing to break its force, often sifting 
snow through the cracks between the logs. 

Early settlers in Carey township, as pioneers in other parts of the 
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country, frequently used wooden latches to bolt their doors. A 
leather thong, stout corn, or rope was employed to raise or lower 
the lock. If the house owner wished the door to be opened from the 
outside, he permitted the thong to dangle from a small hole near the 
bolt. This device led to the expression, "the latchstring is out." To 
passersby it meant that they were welcome. When the owner 
wanted to lock his door, he merely moved the string inside. 

Magdelena Klein was born in Carey township Jan. 15, 1848, and 
was one of the first, if not the first, white child born in the town
ship. Her parents, August and Madeline (Boehl) Klein, natives of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, came to America in 1846 and settled in 
section 14 in the northeastern part of the township. Magdelena 
married Philip Bischmann July 26, 1869, and lived her entire life in 
the area. She died March 31, 1908. 

In 1849 Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Schlauder came to rural Monee 
from New York City and settled two miles northeast of the village in 
section 2. He erected the first block house on the prairie south of 
Thorn Grove. 

By the year 1850, sixteen years after the first settlers arrived, 
additional families residing in Carey township were John S. Holland, 
Stephen, Jacob and James Goodenow, George Emerson, Minet 
Baker, A. J. Smith, Eugene Lashley and Simeon Abbott. George 
and Franklin Goodenow, relatives of the above Goodenows, settled 
in the adjoining township and the small village of Goodenow was 
laid out about 1880 by George who served as the first postmaster of 
the village. Of these early pioneers, some remained and others sold 
out after a few years and moved elsewhere. 

After the completion of the lllinois Central railroad in 1853, the 
western portion of the township took the lead in population. By an 
act of Congress each alternate section of land in Carey and other 
townships through which the railroad passed (except lands already 
entered, such as Raccoon Grove Indian Reservation) was transferred 
to the lllinois Central railroad company to assist in building the 
road. Following the transfer of the land to the railroad, the price of 
the remaining government land was raised to 52.50 per acre, being 
double its former price, and at that price nearly one-third of the 
land was purchased by the settlers. Land sold later by the lllinois 
Central brought 52.50 to 510 per acre, according to location and date 
of purchase. At this circa, railroads formed colonies composed of 
people of the same nationality locating them in a particular area, as 
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southeast of Monee, where German families settled. In February, 
1861, a land agent of the Dlinois Central was successful in selling 
railroad property to 93 young German men in this locality. 

Although Will county contains some of Dlinois' most valuable 
farmland, the soil of Monee township is considered inferior to that 
of the townships east and west of it. The village of Monee is the 
highest point on the Dlinois Central in Dlinois which indicates an 
elevation which exceeds that of surrounding areas. In fact, the 
highest point in Will county is a mile west of Monee, elevation, 830 
feet above sea level. The soil is heavy clay loam which holds the 
moisture in the spring longer than most soil and retards the planting 
of crops. This late planting combined with the nature of the soil 
sometimes hinders raising a good crop. The extreme western edge, 
as well as the extreme eastern edge of the township, contains more 
black soil bearing better crops. 

Commemorating I1linois' sesquicentennial in 1968, Paul M. Angle 
compiled a book "Prairie State," --impressions that early travelers 
and visitors in the state recorded. Among these literary accounts is 
that of William Ferguson who traveled from Chicago to Cairo via the 
I1linois Central in 1855. Angle quotes from Ferguson's book, 
America by River and Rail: 

One curious feature of these prames is the occurrence of 
numerous granite boulders, to which is give the characteristic name 
of "lost rock. .. I was told, by one well acquainted with the prairies, 
that they lie in ridges from north-east to south-west; these belts of 
them being sometimes half a mile wide. They lie mostly on the 
surface, but sometimes under it also; and in some places as near 
Monee, they are in such quantity as to lower the value of the land 
for cultivation. They are of a highly crystalline reddish granite. 

As the farmers settled their homesteads it became necessary to 
fence in their fields to determine boundaries and also that cattle and 
hogs could graze and salvage whatever grain remained after the 
harvest. The first fences were osage orange hedges planted by the 
farmers which they called "pig-tight" fences. A neatly trimmed 
hedge added much to the beauty of the rural landscape but farmers 
soon found it did not pay to devote valuable land to the growing of 
such a fence. The hedge roots spread out for about forty feet on 
both sides and took up the moisture which gave better returns when 
devoted to the planting of a grain crop. When Joseph Glidden 
received a patent to the first practical barb wire in October of 1873, 
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it immediately became popular with farmers. They gradually got rid 
of the old hedges, grubbing them out as time permitted. but 
occasionally remnants of thc:>c century-old fences may still be found 
on a few Monee township farms and back country roads, but they 
are known mostly in memory. 

Down through the years farmers have been consistently plagued 
with one problem,--Canada thistles. Finally in 1877, in an attempt to 
remedy the difficulty, a commissioner of Canada thistles was 
appointed and Adam Gorman is credited as the first to hold this 
post. This official required the "patience of Job" and "courage of 
David"; it wasn't easy to contact certain prominent landowners and 
inform them to cut their thistles; sometimes this had to be done re
peatedly. In addition to cutting the thistles before the wind scattered 
the dried down, a majority of farmers used a solution of salt and 
kerosene and seemed assured this was an effective method of de
stroying the troublesome weed. 

With the settling of a community it became necessary to secure a 
form of revenue chiefly to maintain roads and establish schools', 
hence the birth of real estate and personal property taxes. In the tax 
assessor's record book for 1855 of the Town of Carey the following 
minutes of assessor William H. Newton were. recorded: 

Meeting of assessors of Will County. Saturday. April 28. 1855. for 
the assessment of property for the ensuing year. 

On the motion voted by the meeting that the true valuation in 
assessing real estate be estimated at 33 and 1/3 per cent less than 
the present selling prices of lands throughout Will County. 

Cattle	 - 1 year old $5.00 on an average 
- 2 year olds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9.00 on an average 
- 3 year olds 16.00 on an average 

Cows	 16.00 on an average 

Each yoke of oxen	 55.00 on an average 

Horses - 1 year old colts	 $20.00 on an average 
- 2 year old colts	 35.00 on an average 
- 3 year old colts	 55.00 on an average 

Work horses each	 65.00 on an average 

29
 



Sheep 1.25 on an average 

Hogs as $1.25 for every 100 pounds live weight.. 

Lumber wagons from 10 to 50 dollars each. 

The assessment roll of the town of Carey for 1855 showed the 
following totals: horses--151; cattle--1, 185; sheep--20; hogs--339; 
carriages and wagons--85; clocks and watches--80. 

By 1870 the assessment roll of Monee township had risen to the 
following totals: horses--739; cattle--1,604; mules--6; sheep--187; 
hogs--697; carriages and wagons--204; clocks and watches--285; 
pianos--9. 

An excerpt of a newspaper article "Way Back, 60 Years Ago" 
appearing in the Monee Review of Jan. 22, 1931, gives a vivid 
recollection of what life was like as this circa: 

John P. F. Conrad of Peotone, writes us of a visit he made to 
Monee as a youngster with his father, who at that time lived in 
Cottage Hill, now Elmhurst. in 1868. He recalls that while visiting at 
the home of his Uncle Henry Conrad, in Monee, they decided to 
visit another uncle, John Schmitt, who was farming about five miles 
west of Monee. While driving to this place in a wagon drawn by 
horses they met Mr. Schmitt coming to Monee with a load of ear 
corn to which was hitched a team of oxen drawing the wagon and 
Mr. Schmitt walking beside the oxen with a long hickory stick 
prodding the oxen along. The writer was then seated on the load of 
corn and accompanied his uncle to Monee. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Signs of mechanized farming began in the late 1800's: a demon
stration of a McCormick corn binder was held at the Fred Deutsche 
farm in August, 1895, and a number of farmers gathered to see it 
work. 

That the farmers of eastern Will county were very prosperous and 
had been for several years was evidenced by real estate transactions 
closed March 1, 1912. A number of farms changed owners on this 
date 'and the money paid out by the local bank to close these deals 
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amounted to $70,000. Another transaction of $20,000 was closed and 
handled outside the bank. Farms that changed hands were Henry 
Hol1 to Otto Triem; Fred Gosewich to Henry Holl; Louis Buchmeier 
to Henry Mueller; and Arthur Boehl to J. H. Freese. The prices 
paid for the land ranged from $ t 00 to $130 per acre showing that 
property was rapidly increasing in value. 

Ten years later a major progressive step was taken to improve soil 
conditions in the western part of Monee township. In March. 1922, a 
new drainage district was formed with George Kolstedt, Simon 
Gorman and Louis Fehland appointed commissioners. The work was 
completed during the summer at an estimated cost of $20,000. At 
that time large tile were laid through the farms of Phi11ip 
Bischmann, Fred C. Deutsche. Phillip Triem, George S. Mi11er, 
August Vehrs, James Gorman, Louis Fehland, Carl Fehland, Mrs. 
Dorothea Stuenkel, Miss Minnie Kettering and George Kolstedt. In 
October of that year work commenced on the Gorman drainage 
ditch. A large dredging machine was used to dig the trench for the 
seventy carloads of tile that were used, of which, thirty-five cars 
were 30-inch tile and weighed from 400 to 700 pounds each; the 
remainder of the tile varied in size and weight. Thus, many 
lowlands previously too wet to produce a crop were turned into rich, 
fertile land. 

The climate and soil of Monee township invited the early farmer 
to cultivate nearly all agricultural crops but foremost and by far was 
corn. Oats and hay were also grown in abundance, mostly to furnish 
feed for horses which in those days supplied the power to work the 
farms. 

Dairying became an important industry; part of the milk was pro
cessed into butter or cheese. At one time, Monee had both a 
creamery and cheese factory. Most farmers, however, preferred to 
sell whole milk which they hauled into Monee where it was shipped 
daily into Chicago via the Illinois Central railroad. As the automobile 
came into prominence dairy companies started picking up the milk 
in trucks which was more convenient. As a result of a meeting on 
March 14, 1924, between local milk producers and Hunting Dairy 
Co. of Chicago, the latter agreed to equip a milk cooling station in 
Monee to take care of 10,000 to 12,000 pounds of milk daily. The 
dairy company leased the former Cellarius farm machinery store 
south of the Monee State Bank from Wi11iam Westphal. Cooling vats 
were installed and it became known as the Monee Milk Plant. Some 
of the farmers hauled their own milk to the plant but a good portion 
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of it was collected by trucks which formerly hauled the milk to 
Chicago. After the milk was cooled in the vats it was taken in bulk 
by a tank truck to Hunting Dairy. The milk plant was in operation 
only a few years and in 1929 George Hawk purchased the building 
from Westphal and used it for storing his excavating machinery. 

The population fluctuation of Monee township has always been 
closely observed by scholars, investors and legislators. By the 1870 
U.S. census Monee township had aggregated a sizable amount of 
people, totaling 1,593, of which 879 were natives and the remainder 
foreign-born. There were heavy losses in the rural area during the 
twenty-year period from 1890 to 1910 with figures of 1,309 and 1,121 
respectively. The decline in population continued and the 1930 
census numbered 1,014 and listed 129 farms. In the 1940's it 
became evident that a population eruption had begun to materialize 
boosting the 1950 census to 1,737. During the next two decades 
residential development in northeastern Monee township zoomed 
the 1970 census figure to 6,533. 

The age of the small farm and its operator has for the most part 
disappeared in Monee (Ownship. Today, a farmer with massive 
machinery and soil conservation knowledge works twice and three 
times the acreage his father and grandfather cultivated; and with 
hybrid seed realizes increased productivity. 

MONEE MARKETS 

Corn--30c 
Cream--12c 

Oats--24c Butter-- 13c 
May 25, 1889 

Eggs--l1e Chickens--7V2c lb. 

Corn--21c 
ens--7c lb. 

Oats--12c Potatoes--25c 
Aug. 7, 1896 

Butter--lOe Eggs--ge Chick

Corn--36c Oats--26c Butter--16c Eggs--13e Hogs--$5.00 Mar. 8, 
1901 

Corn--49 1/2C Oats--42 1/2e Eggs--14c Butter--20c May 24, 1907 

Corn--$1.60 Oats--96c Butter--54c Eggs--40c June 3, 1920 

Corn--78c Oats--31c Eggs--30c Oct. 16, 1930 

Corn--17c Oats--l1c Butter--16c Eggs--25c Wheat--33c 
Barley--25c Hogs--$3.00 Dec. 29, 1932 
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CHAPTER IV 

VILLAGE 

.1 will prepare him an habitation;. 
Ex. 15:2 

MONEE STATION 

Augustus Herbert, a veteran of the Mexican War, for service 
rendered to his country was given a warrant entitling him to 160 
acres of unoccupied government land, wherever he wished to locate. 
In 1849 he came to Carey (Monee) township and chose the 
southwest quarter of section 21. The following year Herbert built the 
first house on his property which later became part of the village. At 
this time the only means of transportation to Chicago was by wagon 
or horseback. 

The year 1853 was a turning point in the development of the 
village. In that year the 1l1inois Central railroad was completed 
through Monee and a depot erected. Although the railroad did not 
run through Herbert's property, it ran so close that his land became 
available as part of the town site. He sold forty acres to the railroad 
and had another portion laid out into lots, blocks, streets and alleys 
by Henry M. Ward, deputy county surveyor of Will county. Herbeli 
had the original plat of the village recorded at the courthouse at 
Joliet, Nov. 25, 1853. The 1l1inois Central, likewise, had their forty 
acres surveyed and platted into lots, streets, etc., by Will county 
surveyor, A. J. Mathewson, and recorded Aug. 2, 1855. The railroad 
reserved a 200-foot right of way through the village extending from 
Chestnut street on the west to Oak road on the east, designated on 
the original plat as the "Depot Grounds." Thus the Herbert and 
1l1inois Central subdivisions embraced the principal part of the 
original village. This newly stablished town, thirty five-miles south 
of Chicago, via the Illinois Central, was first known as Monee 
Station. The first streets bore the names of Main, West, Middle, 
East, Herbert and Margaret, the latter named for Mrs. Herbert. 

Although Herbert erected the first building at the southeast 
corner of Compass lane and Main street, later to become a portion 
of Kettering's hotel, a house had been previously moved into the 
village from the southern part of the township by Simeon Abbott in 
which he resided for a time before moving to Iowa. Abbott's house 
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occupied the northeast corner of Main street and Oak road and 
became a lodging house for employees of the railroad. It later 
housed the tailoring business of George Sonneborn. 

The Dutton General Store. 
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The first store was built in 1853 by Orson B. Dutton, in which the 
post office, established in October of that year, was housed with 
Dutton serving as postmaster. The store stood at the northeast 
corner of Compass lane and Main street and in 1858 ,\'as purchased 
by August Schiffer. 

Herbert, after he platted the village, was elected justice of the 
peace of Carey township and built an office opposite the railrOad 
depot which he occupied for several years. 

Two more early residents were Bronson Wiley, the first black
smith; and Dr. Theodore Wernigh, the firsT physician who practiced 
medicine as early as 1854. Wiley's blacksmith shop \vas IOLated at 
the northeast corner of Middlepoint and Main streets and he lived 
on the lot north of his shop and owned the three remaining lots in 
the block extending h) E. Court street. Dr. Wernigh's residence and 
office were at the northeast corner of West and Main streets. He 
also owned the four lots nor~h of his home. 

In 1854 the first schoolhouse was built on the same site where the 
old Monee school building stands today. Margaret Wilson was the 
first teacher. 

Thus, Monee Station in the mid-1850's consisted mainly of a 
German hotel, a railroad depot, general store. schoolhouse and ten 
or twelve dwellings. These early homes of hand hewn beams, 
weathered siding, square nails and crooked chimneys rested on 
stone foundations;--what tales they could tell if man had the ability 
to invade Their silent past. One of the vldest houses in Monee 
stands at 10 Locust place and was built by Jacob Vatter in 1855. the 
year before hi. marriage to Mary Mammoscr. Vatter and Henry 
Hoffman. who settled in Monee in 1856, both carpenters by trade, 
erected many houses, business pluces and churches in the village, 
as well as in Green Garden, Peotone and Crete. 

In 1856 Joseph Koenig and Oscar Kohler built a steam grist mill 
with two-run of stones on the south edge of the village but the 
enterprise did not prove successful and was only in operation a few 
years. In 1870 a wind grist mill was er"cted by Schroeder ctnd 
Schlauder which ground grain for over forty years. 

In the 1850's Monee was the nucleus to which farmers brought 
their grain, either to be ground into flour or to be shipped into 
Chicago. The latter demanded the railroad to build a large freight 
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house near the tracks to which all grain was delivered and loaded 
for shipment. Realizing the grain market was a profitable enterprise, 
several influential residents of Monee erected warehouses, more 
commonly known as elevators, for handling and storing grain. The 
first was built in 1865 by August Schiffer and the following year 
Fred H. Luehrs of Green Garden township built an elevator south of 
the depot. In 1867 Conrad Tatge, Simon Miller and Augustus 
Herbert became proprietors of the Schiffer warehouse. At this circa 
Monee was noted for its grain shipments into Chicago. 

=:\!....:t.... ~ 
Looking south along I.C.R.R. (foreground) Kolstedt Lumber Co.; (center) elevator 
built by Fred H. Luehrs in 1866; (left) elevator built by Charles Plagge in 1888. 
August Schwiesow bought the elevators in 1903. Circa: Early 1900's. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Dora (Stassen) Green 

Oak Road looking north, Plagge's elevator on left; Miller's elevator in background. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Dora (Stassen) Green 
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Christopher Schoenstedt came to Monee in 1859 and became 
engaged in business as a wagon manufacturer with Fred Schroeder, 
a blacksmith. His last year as a wagonmakerhis output was one 
hundred and five handmake vehicles and some of them remained in 
use for a quarter of a century. In 1875 he became a dealer in 
general farm machinery. 

A hay press was built by G. A. McGilivers on the north end of the 
village in 1865 who later sold it to Hesterman and Vatters. In 1868 
Schiffer built one of Geceman's patent corn dryers with satisfactory 
results. Another early businessman was Leopold Lehmann who 
erected a factory at the northeast corner of Walnut and Court streets 
for the manufacturing of "Lehmann's Combined Agricultural 
Machine" turning out about one hundred and seventy of the 
self-raking reaper and mower combination in 1872. 

Christian Koepke moved to Monee from Green Garden township 
in 1869 and became a hotel and livery keeper; the proprietor of the 
German House,--sample and billiard rooms, on Chestnut street. 

Other leading citizens who came to the village at an early date 
were John Kolstedt, Charles Plagge, William F. Hutchinson, Edo R. 
Freese, Adam Sachs, Phillip Vollmar and Adam Kettering. 

A view of Monee in the 1870-80 period. In the background on left, the I.C. depot; 
center, I.C. freight h.ouse; and on right, Simon Miller's elevator. The building in 
the foreground Is Unidentified. 

Courtesy of Miss Clara Smit 
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As can be seen, during the first two decades of its existence the 
village had an influx of business establishments, and Monee Station 
became a boom town; the most populous community in eastern Will 
county. 

In addition to the public school, an institution of higher learning, 
the German Baptist Student Academy, was established in 1872 by 
Professor Edward C. Janzen and Henry Stassen. It thrived for a few 
years in the 70's before closing due to financial difficulties. 

What was Monee really like at this circa?--a first hand account 
was written by a journalist, Phillip Bickel, who spent a week at the 
academy and wrote his impressions of "a little prairie village" in an 
1874 issue of the "Sendbote," a church paper of the German 
Baptists of North America. The following excerpts were taken from 
Bickel's article: 

Monee may be regarded as one of the suburbs of Chicago. 
Contrary to appearance the town is located on an elevation which 
fact contributes to its healthfulness. and adds to its attractiveness. 
That is particularly true when one considers the rolling prairies that 
surround it. If for example one ascends the elevation southeast of 
Monee. where the new academy was once to be built. one gains an 
attractive view to the east and southeast. This holds true also of all 
the surrounding hills, which invite one to take a walk. In time no 
doubt wealthier people. who are in business in Chicago, will 
establish their homes here. Several hundred dollars spent for good 
roads. sidewalks, and ornamental trees would prove very profitable, 
and would make Monee the most attractive town between Kankakee 
and Chicago. Its high and healthful location and attractive 
surroundings deserves that it should become the best town between 
these two cities. 

Besides the three or four frame churches and two elevators there 
is hardly anything of interest in the town except the "academy" in 
which we boarded for a week. The academy is a comfortably fur
nished frame building which with the grounds represents a value of 
about $4,000 to $5,000. 

Monee with its "prairie air" and rural walks did us more good 
than all the homeopathic pills that we swallowed during the past six 
months, and of these there were not a few. 

On this praiseworthy comment the early years of Monee fills its 
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niche m history. 

MONEE INCORPORATED 

As the population of Monee increased, its needs became greater 
and village government became a necessity; so according to law, the 
residents petitioned for incorporation. An election was held at the 
Monee public school on Nov. 9, 1874, to determine whether the 
citizens of the territory intended to be embraced in the corporate 
limits of "The Village of Monee." Forty-three votes were cast for 
village organization and twenty- eight against it. 

The day following the election, the three local judges, Adam 
Sachs, John P. Bohlander and Jacob Gloor conveyed the results to 
Will county judge Benjamin Olin at Joliet. Proceedings incorporating 
the village of Monee were filed at Springfield in the Office of the 
Secretary of State, Mar. 5, 1875. 

The next course of action was to elect a governmental body for 
the village. The first election to select a board of trustees was held 
Dec. 5, 1874, at the Monee public school. The results put the 
following into office: Edward Wernigh, president; Henry Hoffman, 
Charles Plagge, Phillip Vollmar, Christopher Schoenstedt and Aug
ust Schiffer, trustees; William T. Hutchinson, clerk; and Baio 
Hayen, treasurer. Laban Easterbrooks was employed as the first 
police magistrate. 

The early council members were known as "town fathers" and 
the results of their meetings were appropriately written in the local 
newspaper as the "Doings of the Dads." They duly passed 
ordinances deemed necessary to maintain law and order within the 
village, and to meet various needs of its citizens. The trustees first 
met at the schoolhouse and clerk's home but they soon realized a 
municipal building was needed and on Jan. 4, 1879, passed an ord
inance to build the Court Hall. 

Another early ordinance passed June 17, 1893, stated that all 
hitching posts in the village be required by the owner to be set back 
a distance of two feet from the sidewalk. 

Patrolling the streets of Monee at night can be a spooky job ac
cording to the following report in the local newspaper of Sept. 14, 
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1894: "Our night watchman reports a ghost which walks the track 
every night between the hours of 12 midnight and 1 o'clock. It 
passes the depot at half past 12 going north and returns in about 15 
minutes." Townspeople slept more soundly when the following 
week's paper announced the ghost was a myth. It was discovered to 
be nothing but a fine specimen of the male cat. 

In the mid-1890's many new dwellings appeared on the scene in 
Monee due to the efforts of Charles Plagge, Carl Kurze and George 
Hellman. On Mar. 5, 1894, they went to Chicago with a crew of 
eighteen men to take down hotels they had previously purchased. 
These were built to accommodate visitors to the World's Columbian 
Exposition of 1893. It required over 30 railroad cars to transport the 
lumber to Monee. Needless to say, many houses and barns of that 
circa were built from this lumber. 

The first home in Monee consturcted of concrete blocks was that 
of Mrs. Mary Wachsmuth on Oak road, in 1907, for the approximate 
sum of $2,500. The cement blocks used for the home were manu
factured in Monee by Henry Nieland, who along with David Kachel 
built the dwelling. 

Main Street looking west from Chestnut showing the condition of village streets in 
the early 1900's. Christopher Schoenstedt owned the house on the right. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Dora (Stassen) Green 
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The picturesque home with its beautiful landscaped grounds at 
107 Margaret street has been known for many years as "the mil
lionaire's home." In the late 1850's John C. Hayen erected the first 
house on the property. In the early 1900's it was the Henry Bruns 
residence and he sold it in July, 1922, to Henry Spahn of Chicago 
for $3,250; who in turn sold the property to Henry Fuerst, a Chicago 
millionaire, in the spring of 1925 for $5,000. Fuerst, a building con
tractor, erected several notable buildings in Chicago including the 
Palmer House. He enclosed his Monee acquisition with an attractive 
fence, remodeled the home, planted a rose garden, and employed a 
caretaker. Upon completion it became the summer home of the 
Fuerst family. In 1935 Eugene Roesch purchased the home from 
Mrs. Fuerst. Since then there have been several owners but senior 
citizens still refer to the residence as "the millionaire's home." 

A progressive step was taken by village officials, May 27, 1897, 
when they passed an ordinance to install a new water system. Two 
months later, on July 23, the people of Monee declared a holiday to 
celebrate the completion of the project. Sponsored by the Monee fire 
department, the festivities included a street parade led by 
Menicke's Military Band, followed by the home and visiting fire 
companies; a program of speeches in English and German by Rev. 
J. Dorjahn and speakers from Chicago; races and sports of all kinds; 
and a public test of the pneumatic system of the new water works. 
The merriment closed with a dance at the Court Hall. 

Village president George S. Miller invited officials of a number of 
cities and villages of northern Illinois and many accepted and 
inspected the new revalutionary water system. 

Monee pumping station erected In 1897. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Leola Emde 
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Known as White's Pneumatic Water Works, no tank or standpipe 
of any kind was used. The supply of water was pumped from a 
deep, drilled well by a six horsepower gasoline engine and stored in 
two horizontal iron tanks, each holding 500 barrels. Air pressure of 
SO to 60 pounds forced the water from 70 to 80 feet high, and was 
secured by pumping air into the space above the water and could 
readily be regulated to any degree of intensity. The equipment was 
housed in a substantial brick building which still stands today. Two 
thousand six hundred feet of water mains were laid and seven hy
drants installed. At the time it was estimated that the plant could 
furnish an abundance of water for a city of 3,000 inhabitants. 

Due to the condition of the wooden sidewalks around the turn of 
the century it became necessary to replace them with cement walks 
and an ordinance to this effect was passed June 16, 1902. Anyone 
driving traction engines over the cement street crossings was 
required to lay planks over the cement before crossing to avoid 
breakage. On Nov. 9, 1904, the village board passed a law that 
property owners had to remove barb wire fences from along 
sidewalks. 

Oak Road looking south from Court Street In 1912. Left to right, Wachsmuth 
building housing the saloon and residence of George Keller, two small 
buildings--one a shoe reralr shop, Miller's Grocery Store, Eastern Will County
State Bank, Backus Hote, Smlt's Barber Shop and Sonneborn's Sons Store. 

Courtesy of A. D. Milne 
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Through the years the village board has always been considerate 
of the citizens of Monee as can be seen in the following announce
ment appearing in the Monee Review, June 28, 1917: "The village 
has purchased a large water wagon and the streets will be sprinkled 
every day." 

CRANK TO DIAL 

Probably the first communication by telephone in Monee was that 
of John Freese, who, in April of 1894, installed a telephone from his 
home to his father's (Edo R. Freese) store. 

At a special meeting of the Monee village board on May 31, 1899, 
an ordinance was drafted giving the Chicago Telephone Co. the 
right of way to install a telephone system in the village. Shortly 
thereafter, on July 27, a meeting was called by township highway 
commissioners, Andrew Holl, George Kuersten and August Ebert 
for the purpose of granting Chicago Telephone the right to place its 
poles and lines along Crete-Monee road east of the village to the 
township line. 

At the turn of the century songwriters capitalized on the 
popularity of the telephone and penned such lyrics as Charles K. 
Harris' 1901 hit, "Hello, Central, Give Me Heaven." It was a novel 
experience to pick up the receiver, crank up "Central" and "hello" 
with the neighboring towns. The "Hello, Central" girls had an 
inside track on the happenings of the town and were the first to 
know whether an awaited newcomer was a boy or girl. 

Chestnut Street looking north from Main. left to right: Schoenstedt building; 
Sander's jewelry' store, where the first office of the Chicago Telephone Co. was 
located; Sander s photography shop; German House hotel; and the Charles Ruder 
home. Early 1900's. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Dora (Stassen) Green 
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Chicago Telephone installed its first magneto switchboard above 
Sander's jewelry store on Chestnut street. Miss Anna Vollrath was 
the first chief operator of the exchange office; Miss Anna Mauer 
was the night operator. Those who installed phones learned that 
"an instrument in the house is a great convenience." By 
September, 1902, twenty-one phones were reported in the village. 
The first directory of the Monee exchange listed the following: 

Number Name 

1 J. R. Bemisderfer, M. D., residence 
9 Bohlander Hotel 

11 William Emde, residence 
12 Edo R. Freese, store 
4 Ed Harms, residence 

18 Ben Harms, residence 
17 John Kolstedt, residence 
2 Carl K urze, residence 
3 Mrs. Charles Lankenau, residence 

10 H. P. Leseberg, residence 
13 George S. Miller, store 
7 Plagge Bros., store 

15 Charles Plumhoff, residence 
6 , Christ Schoenstedt, residence 
5 E. Schubbe, meat market 

19 Sonneborn Bros., store 
16 Dr. J. Thompson, veterinarian 
8 Mrs. Mary Wachsmuth, residence 

Not long after Chicago Telephone began operations in Monee, the 
Inter-State Independent Telephone and Telegraph Co. also extended 
its service through the village. Thus, two competitive telephone 
companies vied for local customers. 

Early "hello" girls in Monee were Matilda Katz, Lena Wilke, 
Lillian Vollrath, Manetta Diercks, Bertha Wilke, Emma Schmidt, 
Marie Wilke, Frances Emde, Esther Conrad, Minnie Holmstrom and 
Lillian Crapp. No doubt one of these young ladies was guilty of the 
humorous antedote found in the Monee Review of Mar. 20, 1908: 

A Monee young man who liked to jolly the telephone girls, was 
called up by one of them recently and asked if he wouldn't like to go 
fishing with her. After expressing his pleasure he was told to "hold 
the line. ,. After keeping the receiver to his ear a few minutes it 
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dawned on him that she had landed a sucker. 

The Eastern Will County State Bank opened its doors in August, 
1903, and shortly thereafter Chicago Telephone located its exchange 
on the upper floor of the bank building. 

The Chicago Telephone Co. office in 1914 located on the upper floor of the Eastern 
Will County State Bank building. Mrs. Esther (Conrad) Holl is the operator. 

Courtesy of Richard Erickson 

In the summer of 1907 Chicago Telephone had a force of men 
erecting a toll line between Monee and Peotone, after which a 
number of country lines were erected. They advertised their phones 
brought "home sunshine," giving you power to talk to friends, 
relatives or business houses. Their advise: "Get a telephone even if 
you have no other modern conveniences in your home--only five 
cents per day." 

In January, 1908, Fred C. Holl succeeded William Marshall as 
manager in Monee. In October, 1971, at the age of 91 years, Holl 
recalled, "They told me they were looking for a man in Monee and 
that I had been recommended to them since I could speak German. I 
told them I didn't know a thing about telephones." It is evident that 
Holl learned because he retired Nov. 1, 1939, after 32 years as 
trouble shooter for Illinois Bell in the territory surrounding Monee 
and Peotone. 
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In March of 1914 Chicago Telephone listed 123 customers in the 
Monee community. 

Officials of Chicago Telephone announced in November, 1919, 
that they had purchased the Inter-State Independent Telephone and 
Telegraph Co. operating in the Monee territory. The merger of the 
two companies was beneficial to all customers. Later Chicago 
Telephone became Illinois Bell. 

In the spring of 1923 Fred Holl tore down part of the old Vollmar 
store and residence at 14 E. Main and remodeled it into a modern 
home. On Oct. 1 of that year Illinois Bell moved their switchboard 
and office from the bank building into the Holl residence. 

Plans were completed in May, 1938, by Illinois Bell for replacing 
the central office switchboard in Monee and converting all 
telephones in the village and vicinity to dial operation. Equipment 
for the dial system was installed in a new building north of the Holl 
residence. The dial system went into effect Aug. 18, 1938, after 
which long distance calls were made through the Chicago Heights 
exchange. 

On the day of June 16, 1963, direct distance dialing became a 
reality in the Monee area. Customers enjoyed the new service as it 
put telephones all over the continent as close as a few spins of the 
dial. 

In the fall of 1970 Illinois Bell acquired the southeast corner of 
Court street and Oak road for their site to erect a new electronic 
central office to serve phone users in Monee and Park Forest South. 
On Mar. 3, 1971, ground breaking ceremonies were held for the 64 
x 76-foot building. The structure is the first in the southern Chicago 
suburbs built exclusively for an electronic switching system 
installation; it began operations Nov. 5, 1972. 

"ELECTRIC JUICE" COMES TO MONEE 

To the early settlers the axiom coined by Poor Richard, "Early to 
bed and early to rise...." was loaded with common sense for the 
man who retired early and rose early, living by the light of the sun, 
saved both his eyesight and a tidy sum of money. In those days 
lighting an entire home with kerosene lamps and candles was 
extravagant and few could afford it. 
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At the turn of the century a familiar sight in Monee evening after 
evening was Policeman Henry Herbst lighting the old street lamps. 
These lamps were few and far between and they did little to pierce 
thc darkness; their candle power giving the moonlight little 
competition. 

111 IY07 the village council investigated the possibility of replacing 
the old oil lamps with gasoline vapor lights but no action was taken. 

In the April 23, 1909, Monee Review. Editor J. P. Conrad 'made 
this comment following the Saturday evening meeting of the newly 
elected village board of trustees hoping that the "power of th,
press" would bring results: 

The night being quite dark and dismal we believe the members 
when they wended their way to their homes and firesides more thall 
ever saw the necessity oj making preparations to install electric 
lights iI/ the village as soon as possible. 

In May. 1912. again three trustees. Louis Toepper. August 
Cellarius and John Schwiesow were appointed to gather data on 
electric lights for the village. As yet the Public Service Co. had not 
extended operations to the immediate vicinity of Monee. By this 
time the old lamps were mostly out of order. It was 110t until May of 
1915 that Public Service informed village officials that arrangements 
were being made to extend lines to Monee. In August a contract 
was signed with Public Service which called for 31. one hundred 
candle powcr Mazda nitrogen-filled street lamps to operate all night. 
every night at $29.50 per lamp per year for a period of ten years. 

Looking south on Chestnut Street at the time of the electrification of the village. 
Schoenstedt building on the right; "Radeke Beer" building Is where the Monee 
Eagle was published In the 1860's; and the WoeltJe garage. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Leola Emde 
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The elation of all residents of Monee as they entered a new era of 
elcctric powcr was expressed by one, Editor Conrad in the Review 
of Scpt. n. 1915: 

A/ier fO/l!" .I'ears of patient. watchful waiting. Monee citizens were 
deli.!.!,hted to II'clcome the turning on of the electric juice in the street 
Ii/!.!lfs MOJlday evening. 

The II'ork (!( ::,etling the poles on the line from Crete was started 
about a month ago and it has been pushed rapidly. The promises of 
the company to have the street lights ready for the fair was accepted 
ha({heartedly by the skeptical ones as these promises had bee II 

mad" often since the granting of the franchise several years ago. 

However, all's well that ends well, and while only the east side of 
the ,'illage e/~inyed lights Monday night. the west side will SOUI/ be 
COII/IC'eled, a all that remains to be done is to string the wires 
across the Illinois Central tracks. 

While Ihe Public Service Co. has heen slow about gll'/IIg us the 
sen,ice, the village really is a gainer. Many improvements have 
been /1/1/£11' in electrical appliances and now we are getting better 
lights £Il1d IllUre of them than the original contract called for. Let us 
hope thai Ihe service will be a success. If it is all delinquencies will 
be furgil'<'11 and forgotten. 

MONEE--THE LAST FORTY YEARS 

In the early 1930's business in Monee, as across the nation, 
shriveled to an all-time low;--the local newspaper, the Monee 
Review, went out of business in September, 1931; the Monee State 
Bank closed in December. 1931; and the Eastern Will County State 
Bank in July. 1932. Prices dropped to rock-bottom and there didn't 
seem to be a single bright spot on the horizon; an employed man 
was fortunate indeed. It was an era when chickens were still 
hatched at home and nightly the old hens were stolen from villagers 
and farmers; boys, girls, everybody played kittenball; Chevy car 
dealers advertised "knee-action;" young people danced the 
"Indiana Hop;" and young men enlisted in the CCC camps. 

Proof that the village board kept abreast of the times is evidenced 
in the following resolution: 
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Inasmuch as a majority of the people in the village of Monee are 
at the present time working under or in accord with Daylight Saving 
Time. the village board deems it to the best interests of all con
cerned to adopt Daylight Saving Time, starting at 2 a. m. July 18, 
1937, and to be effective in the future to correspond with the 
changes of time in the city of Chicago. Illinois. 

At the July 14, 1947, village board meeting Dale V. Smith of 
Matteson, Ill., submitted a plat and building code of his proposed 
subdivision known as "Monee Manor" which the board approved. 

In the summer of 1955 gas mains were installed in the village by 
the Northern Illinois Gas Co. 

ONEE 

Monee water tower erected In 1960. 
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Monee residents approved a bond issue in April, 1959, to provide 
the village with a modern water system. Legal steps were taken to 
obtain the former Schoenstedt property at the northwest corner of 
Main and Chestnut streets for the site of the new water tank and 
well. By the 1960 decade the new well was completed and te~ting 

officers described the source as "an underground river" with a cap
acity of producing over 1,000 gallons per minute. Drilled to a depth 
of 490 feet, at the time the well was rated the second best in the 
state. With a 60 hp motor pumping 600 gallons per minute. it was 
considered capable of supplying water to approximately 8.500 
people. An elevated tank atop the tower bears the village name. and 
aircraft navigation lights. 

A village zoning ordinance was adopted Mar. 27, 1969. Th is pro
gressive step was the result of over ten years of consecrated work 
by the village plan and zone commission who laid the groundwork 
for the final draft. By the end of 1971 a vast amount of acreage had 
been annexed into the village. 

In October, 1965. the school board of District 201-U voted to 
vacate the old Monee school building after state fire officials 
considered it unsafe. The village board conceived an idea to use the 
building for court facilities to serve residents of eastern Will county. 
Monee officials signed a ten-year lease with 201-U Board of Educa
tion on Mar. 1, 1968, by which the village agreed to pay $100 a 
month for ten years at which time the building would become the 
property of the village. The Will County Fourth Judicial Circuit 
Court convened at its new location, 315 E. Main, Mar.12, 1968. 
Open house and dedication ceremonies on Sunday, Mar. 24, drew 
approximately 300 people. Early in 1973 the village board took steps 
to pay the remainder of the lease agreement to acquire ownership. 

r; 
Census figures for 1870 showed the population of ~onee as 598. 

By 1890 it had dropped to 445 and varied little for the next thirty 
years with an all time low of 395 in 1920. A gradual upswing began 
in the 1940's and by 1960 the count numbered 647; ten years later it 
had grown to 932. 

PRESIDENTS OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 

Edward Wernigh, 1874-75 
August Schiffer, 1875-76 
Gustave Jordans, 1876-77 
Fred H. Luehrs, 1877-78 
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John A. Heins, 1878
 
Simon Miller, 1878-80
 
Charles Plagge, 1880-84
 
Simon Miller, 1884-87
 
Christ Schoenstedt, 1887-91
 
George Sonneborn, 1891-92
 
George S. Miller, 1892-1905
 
Edward Plagge, 1905-09
 
John H. Freese, 1909-15
 
Henry B. Janssen, 1915-17
 
Frank 1. Browne, 1917-19
 

The official emblem of the 
centennial of the incorpor
ation of the village of 
Monee. Designed by 
Muriel Milne. 

Ernst 1. Smit, 1919-23
 
Romeo lllgen, 1923-25
 
Charles Weise, 1925-27
 
Ernst 1. Smit, 1927-35
 
Charles Weise, 1935-37
 
Walter W. Miller, 1937-42
 
Roy Plagge, 1942-43
 
Sylvester E. Ricketts, 1943-61
 
Anthony Aprile, 1961-73
 
Elmer Reichert, Sr., 1973

Monee Centennial Committee, 1974
 
Back row, left to right: Mrs. Loretta Spencer, co-secretary; Robert Loy, vice
 
chairman; Harold Mansmith, treasurer; and Mrs. Muriel Milne, chairman. Front
 
row, left to right: Mrs. Ruth Hackett; Mrs. Ruth Smith; Mrs. Leona Erickson, co

secretary; and Mrs. Marjorie Kautz, publicity.
 
Courtesy of Russell Printing Co.
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CHAPTER V 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

" ... a man travelling into a far country.... " 
Matt. 25:14 

TRAILS TO RAILS 

In the 1830's Abraham Lincoln urged land grant aid in the Illinois 
legislature for a railroad that would pass through the prairies of 
Illinois lengthwise. Simultaneously, his arch debating enemy. 
Stephen A. Douglas introduced a bill in the United States Senate in 
support of a railroad extending from Chicago to the southern part of 
the state. 

Quoting from "Main Line of Mid-America" by Carlton J. Corliss: 

Whigs and Democrats who had been engaged in heated debates 
on slavery and other questions temporarily forgot their party labels 
and approached the land-grant question as an independent matter. 

With this backing the railroad became part of a grand scheme of 
1837 but had no vitality until on Sept. 20, 1850, Congress granted 
the magnificent donation of 2.595,133 acres of public land to the 
state for constructing a railroad from Chicago to Mobile. 

In 1850 there were fewer than 100 miles of railroad in lllinois, and 
these consisted of three primitive roads built of wooden rails capped 
with strap-iron and operated partly by horses and mules. Illinois was 
practically isolated from the rest of the country. Its population was 
almost wholly agricultural. Travel and commerce in I!linois at this 
time were confined to the rivers. a canal and a few miserable turn
pikes connecting the principal settlements. The need for a railroad 
was great. 

The'lllinois Central railroad was incorporated in 1851 by an act of 
Congress which gave alternate sections of land six miles wide on 
each side of the road to the railroad in effort to aid in its building. 
By charter of 1851 the railroad is required to pay into the state trea
sury seven per cent of the gross revenues of the road in perpetuity. 

The I. C. was completed through Monee in 1853 and a station 
built the same year. Up to that time there was neither a post office 
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nor a store. The station, when laid out and built, was named 
Monee. although the township was still Carey. 

In 1854 a southbound engineer as he entered this newborn 
settlement of Monee, a by-product of the railroad, glimpsed a small 
German-inhabited village. Beyond, the rolling prairies stretched to 
the horizon broken only by the converging black lines of the rails 
tunneling through the green verdure. Small game was so abundant 
on this virgin land that trainsmen sometimes carried guns with them 
on their runs and combined business with pleasure by taking pot 
shot along the right of way. An engineer of one train broke his leg. 
when. after shooting a quail, he stopped the engine, and in running 
to retrieve the bird, stepped into a hole. 

Before the close of 1856 the seven hundred miles of the Illinois 
Central were completed from Chicago to Mobile, and thus two and 
one-half million acres of wild lands became accessible for homes for 
thousands of settlers. 

The Illinois Central is accredited as the first railroad to build a 
steam locomotive in the state and also the first to burn coal as 
locomotive fuel. It was likewise the first railroad to erect grain ele
vators in Chicago, and for many years they were the largest in the 
city. In the mid-1850's the railroad built a large warehouse in 
Monee which was used as a freight house for grain shipment. As 
early as 1860 the I. C. was the principal carrier of corn into the 
Chicago market. 

Around 1872 a railroad was contemplated which was to run east 
out of Joliet across Will county through the townships of Joliet, New 
Lenox, Manhattan, Green Garden, Monee and Crete, and continue 
easterly to Valparaiso, Indiana. A map of Will county of 1873 shows 
the proposed railroad to pass through the center of the village of 
Monee. It was to be known as the Joliet and Valparaiso Railway Co. 
with W. E. Henry as president. Although surveys for the line were 
made the railroad for reasons unknown never materialized. 

Beginning in 1886 the I. C. built a double track through Monee to 
Kankakee employing a force of 300 men. For a day's work a man 
with a team of horses was paid $3.00; common laborers earned 
$1.25 per day. 

Crossing gates were installed in Monee at North First and Second 
streets in August. 1904, and George Herbert employed to operatc 
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the gates. These two crossings were very dangerous as large 
buildings obstructed the view down the tracks. Up to this time 
approximately ten deaths had occurred on the tracks in the village. 

The Green Diamond, America's first standard-sized Diesel-electric 
train to go into service. made several trial trips on the lIIinois 
Central in March. 1936, between Chicago and S1. Louis. It was a 
new, streamlined, beautifully designed train and soon began making 
two round trips daily between these two cities. Within four years it 
covered 800,000 miles since its maiden run and carried a quarter
million passengers. As the green streak whisked through the open 
country, people soon began to schedule their lives by its 
appearance. Farmers in Monee township looked for it late in the 
afternoon, around 5:30, and knew that the Green Diamond meant it 
was time to leave the fields for home. 

In the spring of 1968 the lllinois Central erected a microwave re
peater tower on the south side of Pauling road west of old Route 54. 
It is part of a new 800-mile microwave system between Chicago and 
Jackson, Miss., to improve communication and data transmission on 
the railroad. There are 34 such towers in the system, erected at 
intervals of approximately 25 miles apart. 

The panorama of Illinois stretches 385 miles from tip to tip and 
the Illinois Central plays a definite role in Illinois often called the 
"most complete economic unit" of all the states. 

THE "MILK SHAKE" 

Residents of Monee enjoyed many a mile "a-riding on a rail" on 
the accommodation train;--their beloved "milk shake." When the 
train made its last run from Chicago to Kankakee on the afternoon 
of Dec. 17, 1927, after 62 years of service. a shroud of gloom hung 
over the community. 

One of the lllinois Central's oldest and most famous trains. it 
made its initial run from Kankakee to Chicago on April 16. 1866. 
For years it was known as the Kankakee accommodation. Then the 
run was extended to Gilman and the train was known as Nos. 31 
and 32; the Gilman accommodation. Beginning Dec. 17. 1906, a mait 
pouch was dispatched to Chicago on train No. 32. This was a great 
convenience to businessmen as heretofore no Chicago mail left the 
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post office from 5:30 p.m. until noon the next day. The last few 
years of its life the train again became the Kankakee 
accommodation. 

For many years the old train carried two express cars for the 
shipment of milk into the city; hence passengers dubbed it the 
"milk shake." With the advent of automobiles and trucks. it became 
the victim of progress. 

For twenty years or more the conductor on the Kankakee train 
was John Proctor. He weighed over 375 pounds and like all fat men 
was a genial fellow who was well-liked by the patrons of the road. If 
he saw a passenger running to make his train, Proctor would call to 
him. "Don't run, I'll wait for you." He said he was running an 
accommodation train; it was his duty to be accommodating. It was 
locally rumored and generally believed that Proctor was a member 
of General John Hunt Morgan's Raiders, a roving cavalry regiment 
attached to the Confederate Army during the Civil War. The small 
lads of Monee got a kick out of watching the train come into town. 
Proctor always stepped off the train and waddled down the platform 
smilingly greeting everybody in sight. The boys often wondered 
where he got a horse strong enough to ride with Morgan. 

James Banta was the engineer of the old train in its heyday. 
Every boy along the line admired Jim and hoped that some day, he. 
too. could pull the lever on an engine. Both Proctor and Banta pre
ceded the old train to railroad heaven. 

There was also Johnny Barland, the butcher who sold papers, 
magazines, fruit, and cigars on the old "milk shake." Johnny kept 
hustling for business all the time. Serving as a messenger on the 
train he would do an errand for you in Chicago for a fee of 2S cents. 
He was thrifty and saved his money and enjoyed his last years in a 
modest home in Kankakee; the lone survivor of the famous old train 
crew. 

"PROC" & "JIM" 

John S. Proctor received a great tribute at the time of his death. 
emotionally written by Editor E. Barnhart in the Peotone Eagle. 
June 26, 1886: 

A thrill of sorrow passed along the entire line of the Illinois 
Central Railroad from Gilman to Chicago, last Thursday as the little 
office instrument repeated the sad story of Conductor John S. 
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Proctor's demise. For some two weeks he had been unable to attend 
to duty. until finally the Great Dispatcher issued orders terminating 
his run of life. and signaled him over the mystic river of death. For 
years had the deceased passed to and fro over the line of steel 
known as the Central. and it might be said that every man. woman 
and child for miles into the country on either side of the road knew 
the familiar face and imposing form of him who collected their 
tickets on boarding the morning train for the great metropolis. 
. 'Proc" as he was familiarly called fought for the land that gave him 
birth--the South--during the rebellion. and at its close took to rail
roading. He possessed many friends and few if any enemies. The 
remains were taken to Cumberland. Md.. for interment. 

James H. Banta. forty years an engineer on the Illinois Central, 
for short periods had other runs but the greater part of those years 
he drove the engine that pulled the "milk shake" accommodation. 
On Aug. S. 1907, he had taken his engine td the roundhouse at 26th 
street in Chicago and started across the tracks on his way home 
when a passing freight stopped him. When it passed he started 
across and was struck by an express suburban train. He was killed 
instantly, his body badly mangled. "Jim" was known to nearly 
every patron of the I.e. between Gilman and Chicago. 

STUENKELS' CROSSING 

About 1890 much milk was being produced in the area between 
Monee and Richton. Heinrich Stuenkel conceived a plan that would 
benefit all the farmers of the area. It was to build up a farm service 
center. He sold the idea to the Illinois Central railroad. A switch 
was laid by the railroad at the crossroads, known as Stuenkels' 
Crossing. and farmers' needs, such as feed for cattle and fertilizer 
for the farm were switched in there weekly. A two-story mer
chandise store was built by Heinrich and his brother Friedrich on 
the corner of their land adjoining the railroad. A scale was erected; 
the railroad put up two delivery stands, a covered one for loading 
the hundred or more cans that came in daily, and another one for 
the empty returned cans. The railroad that was already running a 
milk train, the "milk-shake" as we called it, now made a regular 
stop at Stuenkels' Crossing at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. This was a great 
boon for the eastern section of the township. Instead of Joliet, the 
county seat, Chicago became the great shopping center. This service 
was enjoyed for some thirty years. 
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Then hard roads and milk trucks came into existence, followed by 
family autos, so this worthy service had had its day. Some farmers 
urged Heinrich to open a tavern in combination with the store, but 
that was quite against his principle, saying there were already too 
many in neighboring towns. For a number of years the store and 
residence stood idle. The milk train was discontinued. Later 
Dorothea Stuenkel, Heinrich's widow, and her five daughters moved 
to the vacant store which they remodeled and made their home. 
From "A Family History, 1789-1954" by Francelia and Selma 
Stuenkel. Used by permission of toe Harold Bartels family. 

THE BIG CUT 

Great growth in rail transportation in the early 1900's necessitated 
the Illinois Central to provide ways and means to compensate for the 
"bottleneck" that existed between Kankakee and Matteson. a 
distance of about 30 miles. Records show that during the month of 
October, 1921, over 1,100 freight trains were run over the I. C. 
tracks between these two points. There were also 32 regular 
passenger trains daily. 

Looking north along the I.C.R.R., Miller's elevator on the left; the depot and water 
tower on the right. Circa: 1917 

Courtesy of Mrs. Manetta Pauling 
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Monee being the highest point of the Illinois Central in the state. 
steam engines, black smoke billowing funnel-shaped discharges. 
pulling heavily loaded freight cars upgrade, chugged northbound 
through town on their way to Chicago. In 1920 the railroad began to 
resolve the problem and employed an extra gang of nearly 100 men 
between Monee and Kankakee laying another track and putting in 
more and larger sidings. Starting at Kankakee and working 
northward they had to move tne depots back at Tucker (Indian 
Oaks), Manteno and Peotone. Knowing that work at Monee would 
take longer because of tunneling through the hills, this was the final 
phase of the operation. All grades on the stretch between Kankakee 
and Matteson were reduced to a maximum of .03 per cent, which 
entailed excavation totaling about 1,000,000 cubic yards of earth. 
The cost of the improvement was in the neighborhood of $2,500,000. 

At the Jan. 9, 1922, meeting of the Monee village board 1. C. 
officials presented a blueprint of the proposed depression of the 
tracks and submitted plans for the replacing of the depot, and the 
moving of business establishments, and wished to determine as to 
whether the village was in favor of the cut. They asked village 
officials to inspect similar work done a few years earlier at Mattoon, 
minois. 

Three months later at the March 16 village board meeting village 
president Ernst Smit read the following which was approved: 

An ordinance providing for the elimination of grade crossings of 
the streets in the village of Monee, Illinois. across the right of way 
and tracks of the Illinois Central Railroad Co.. and for lowering the 
plane of said roadbed and tracks within the corporate limits of said 
village of Monee. 

Thus, the seventy-year old depot and beautiful parkway along the 
tracks were doomed. 

Work on the big cut in Monee began Apr. 4, 1922, when the first 
trainload of machinery and equipment of the Walsh Construction 
Co. arrived, and within a few days the first trainload of earth was 
moved to Matteson where the tracks were elevated. In June the 
large dragline began excavating and with the assistance of two 
steam shovels about 300 cars of earth were handled daily until Apr. 
1, 1923, when the work continued by steam shovel alone. The big 
hill north of Raccoon Grove was also tunheled through by steam 
shovel. Walsh Construction had over 200 men working on the cut for 
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over a year. The last trainload of earth was hauled out on May 7, 
1923. A depth of 25 feet was cut through the Monee hill, 80 feet 
wide at the bottom with a gradual increase in width to ground level. 
The earth was used primarily at Matteson and Richton Park 
elevating the tracks 10 to 20 feet; later taken to the Markham yards. 

As Walsh Construction worked on the excavating and removing of 
the earth, several hundred railroad laborers ballasted for the new 
tracks. The first train ran through the cut Aug. 28, 1922, upon the 
completion of two tracks. Almost immediately the I. C. began to 
earn returns on the tremendous amount of money invested in the 
cut. The first week of September northbound freight trains carried 
from 500 to 700 tons more than before the grade was reduced; each 
train had 10 to 14 more cars. Trains that made the grade into 
Peotone without stalling could now negotiate the Monee hill with 
little trouble. With grade crossings eliminated in Monee and 
Matteson it was no longer necessary for through trains to slow down 
in these two towns. 

A brick interlocking tower was erected a short distance south of 
town. The tower housed equipment which controlled the switches at 
the north end of the village and began operating Jan. 11, 1923. 
When the depot was closed the tower became a relay station for 
Western Union telegraph messages and was open all hours. 
Beginning May 25, 1923, the trains on the I. C. operated on three 
tracks south of Monee and on four tracks north. Previous to this all 
through trains were run on two tracks through the cut and shifted to 
whichever of the three or four tracks were cleared beyond. 

The Illinois Central depot (1853-1923). Behind the depot, the American Hotel. 

Courtesy of the Russell Printing Co. 
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An era ended with the demolition of the I. C. depot. The following 
was taken from the Monee Review of Feb. IS, 1923: 

One of the oldest and most familiar buildings of Monee is rapidly 
disappearing and in a few days the debris will be cleared away to 
make room for the dragline to continue the excavation of the Illinois 
Central cut. There are scarcely any of the older residents left who 
were in or near Monee when the depot was built in 1853. Phillip 
Bischmann Sr. we believe is the only one of whom we know who 
recalls when it was built. He even recollects that the Barber Bros. 
who at that time lived in a small cottage on the lots now owned by 
George Boden and were carpenters, helped in erecting the building, 
and also erected the windmill that was used in the early days of 
ruilroading to pump the water for the engines from a dug well. 

Before the demolition of the old depot a temporary depot was 
built at the north entrance to the Cllt and was in use for more than a 
ye;tr and becau:-e of its location created great inconvenience to the 
public. 

In the spring of 1923 a large force of men built the permanent 
bridges across the cut at Court. Main and Mill streets, and south of 
town at the interurban substation (Route SO). A footbridge was 
placed at Margaret street. Simultaneously a protective fence was 
installed along the edge of the cut. Concrete posts supported a 
26-inch slab or concr·.'tc wall at thl' hoI tom topped with a four-foot 
woven wire fence. 

looking north from the Main Street bridge at the completion of the I.C. railroad 
cut, 1923. On left, the depot; center, the Monee Grain & lumber Co. elevator; and 
on the right, Oak Road. The large advertisement on the Miller Grocery Store I~ that 
of Ceresota flour--"Prize Bread Flour of the World." 
Courtesy of Mrs. Irene Janssen 
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Plath for the new depot were completed in the summer of 1923 
and fifty carpenters emplo.\·ed to build the structure which opened 
Nov. 6, 1923. fur passenger. express and milk shipments. Situated 
ill the cut on the west side of the tracks between Main and COllrt 

..,111.'elS, steps led down to the depot from the Main street bridge. In 
December light pules were placed along the walk from the stairway 
ill the cut to the depot. These lights \\'l.:re kept burning all night;-·;t 
hlc""ing for patrons arriving or departing on early morning or night 
trains. At the intersection of Chestnut and Margaret streets a gravel 
road le.d downward parallel with the tracks to the depot. The new 
depot had a waiting room at the north end. office in the center and 
a freight. baggage. and express room at the south end. An elevator 
operated QY electricity was installed for handling light freight and 
express to street level opposite John Boeckmann's German Hotel. 

Monee, for over a year, was a "mecca" for many sightseers from 
nearby towns who checked periodically on the progress of the big 
cut. 

I. C. RESERVOIRS 

The old steam locomotives required an ample supply of water for 
their boilers which had to be available at regular intervals along the 
rail routes. In Monee the trains first received their water from a dug 
well located east of the tracks a few hundred feet north of the depot 
which stood opposite the American Hotel. A windmill was erected to 
pump the water from the well. Nearby stood a large building which 
the railroad built for the purpose of cutting and storing cordwood 
used for firing the locomotive boilers. 

In 1883 a water tower was built north of the depot. On July 19, 
1895, Herman Ziemer and E. J. Phillips sold 127 acres of land south 
of the village to the Illinois Central. Here the railroad excavated a 
reservoir covering part of the southern section of the property. In 
March, 1901, a pipe line was laid to the reservoir. Albert Gloor was 
employed as a pumper and on June 18, 1902, the railroad began to 
draw water from the reservoir to the Monee tank. 
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Illinois Central water tank (1883-1920). 

Courtesy of Mrs. Dora (Stassen) Green 

The villagers referred to the reservoir as the "I. C. pond" and it 
became the source of the annual winter ice harvest. The Monee 
Review of Jan. 12. 1912, reported: 

Henry B. Janssen has a force of men at work cutting ice. The ice 
is tWe/I'e' inches thick and is of good quality. Fred Voight expects to 
start filling his icehouse within a few days. There will be no reason 
for an ice famine here next summer. 

Business on the l. C. had increased rapidly in the early 1900's 
and the railroad built extra tracks which meant a greater demand for 
water. In November. 1920. after supplying water for locomotives for 
twenty eight years. the water tank was torn down. The tank was 
greatly missed by the townspeople; it had become a pleasant 
pastime to watch the engines puffing contentedly as the boilers 
drank their fill. Come January; icicles. glittering in the winter sun. 
hung from the tower like huge prisms; evidence that the town was 
caught ih the grip of winter. The overflow of water ran along the 
side of the tracks, froze. and became a skating pond for the 
children. To replace the old tank, a new one was erected at North 
JUllction. milepost 37. more frequently known as Petersons' 
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crossing, three miles south of Monee. A large gang of men had 
fini!>hed the new tank and laying of water mains by Dec. 15, 1920. 

In the meantime the I. C. owned the old Carpenter farm west of 
Raccoon Grove and here excavated for a new reservoir. The water in 
the old reservoir was channeled alongside of the tracks to the new 
location, a distance of about a mile. 

The old reservoir was well-stocked with fish according to an item 
appearing in the Monee Review, Aug. 17, 1922: 

What is believed to be the champion catfish catch of years was 
captured when the lake south of Monee was dragged again Friday 
by Fish and Game Commissioner George Watts. A catfish weighing 
36 pounds was caught when the net was dragged in. A few days ago 
when a seine was used three catfish were caught. the combined 
weight of which was 96 pounds. The heaviest of the trio was 33 
pounds. but the big fellow landed today was three pounds heavier. 
Some fine black bass were caught today and hundreds of pounds of 
small fish were transferred to the south lake of the I. C. 

The three huge catfish were loaded in a boxcar and hauled to 
Kankakee where they became victims of a fish fry. 

In 1926 the I. C. reservoir was named Lake Downs in honor of 
Lawrence A. Downs, president of the Illinois Central system from 
1926-38. In the summer of 1930 the Isaac Walton League, Chicago 
Heights chapter, leased Lake Downs which covers over forty acres of 
water. Lake Downs for many years has been a favorite fishing place 
of hundreds of people. It is spring and creek fed and its willow-lined 
banks, with roots extending into the clear, cool water, provides an 
excellent breeding and feeding grounds for game fish. 
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CHAPTER VI 

CHURCHES 

"0 come, let us worship . 
Ps. 95:6 

EARLY COMMUNITY CHURCHES 

That the early settlers were of the most part, God-fearing men 
had its reflection in the many churches established in the commun
ity. The earliest recollection of an organized church in the Monee 
area was in the vicinity of Thorn Grove. Around 1835 it was here 
that one of the settlers, Nicholas Young, bore the title of parson, 
and as such ministered to the people in things spiritual, while at the 
same time cultivating the soil. Serving his neighbors as parson was 
not always an easy task, as the early settlers were a stern 
generation who weighed every word spoken from the pulpit and had 
religious views of their own which did not always corroborate with 
that of the reverend. But,--in praise of the preacher; it was an 
ancient seer who said that criticizing another man's oration is a 
simple thing, but to make a better one in its place is a task 
exceedingly difficult. 

Because of traveling hazards of pioneer days, for the most part, 
the only time neighbors saw each other was on the Sabbath. Con
sequently, the church was not only used for Sunday worship but 
acted as a meeting place where families of the community gathered 
for fellowship. In the 1800's it was customary for the menfolks to sit 
on one side of the church and the womenfolks on the opposite side; 
a rule instigated that all would keep their thoughts directed on the 
sermon. Following the sometimes lengthy sermon, the young people 
mingled freely. An article appearing in the Monee Review of July 
17, 1903, bears this out: 

A new game for church socials has been found. It is proving very 
popular with the young folks. It is called Christianity. The young 
ladies line up on one side of the room and are Christians. The young 
men line up on the other side and are heathen. The heathen then 
embrace Christianity. 

After the villages of Monee and Crete were established and 
movements made toward organizing church societies, the Thorn 
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Grove churches were abandoned or moved to the villages. 

The settlers of Monee township were mostly of German ancestry 
and nearly all belonged to the Lutheran faith. So naturally the 
leading church in the village was the German Evangelical, organized 
in the spring of 1858. In the 1860's additional churches were 
established in the village: the German Catholic; the Congregational; 
and the Methodist. 

Thus within a decade four churches were established and 
supported by the settlers of Monee, demonstrating that our fore
fathers realized the church as the most effective means of social 
control in the community. In America they found what they lacked 
in the land of their nativity; freedom of religion. The first amend
ment of the Constitution of the United States affords this privilege: 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;. . . ." 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

The Congregational Church, which stood in the northern part of 
the village, at the northeast corner of Astor place and North Linden, 
was built in 1866 at the cost of $2,100. The society had its beginning 
five years earlier when it was organized in November 1861, by the 
Rev. W. B. Atkinson. In 1872 the membership numbered about 
sixteen. 

It is not known what year the church closed its doors. In March, 
1900, a Mr. Taintor of the Chicago Congregational Church Union 
was in Monee and inspected the church property. The church had 
been closed for some time and the membership had dropped to but 
a few. Following Mr. Taintor's visit the trustees of the church 
deeded their interests in the church property to the Congregational 
Union of New York. 

The property was sold by the union in July, 1900, and purchased 
by William Dralle. In September, 1906, Dralle had the church build
ing remodeled into a dwelling. 

In October, 1911, Dralle sold the former church property at pUblic 
auction and it was purchased by Louis Buchmeier for $1,800. The 
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Buchmeier family resided in the home until 1945 when it was pur
chased by Mrs. William (Martha) Kannberg. In the summer of 1953 
the Ray Krizan family moved into' the home which they later 
purchased. During these years the building was remodeled several 
times. 

In May, 1971, the Krizans sold the property to Robert Squier of 
Beecher, Illinois. 

METHODIST CHURCH 

The Methodist Church was organized in 1868 by the Rev. Ross 
and the same year the members built their house of worship on the 
southwest corner of Walnut and Court streets at a cost of $1,500. 
The two lots on which the church stood were purchased from John 
Wilson. 

The Monee Methodist Church located at the southwest corner of Walnut and Court 
streets, built in 1868. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Dora (Stassen) Green 

In the 1870's, until the turn of the century, the Methodist Church 
had a two and a half-acre campground on the Henry Stassen farm in 
Raccoon Grove. During this period Rev. George Dunlap served as 
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PFlstor for thirteen years. Other early pastors were Rev. Warren, 
1894; Rev. Smith, 1896; Rev. J. J. Yost, 1898; and Rev. J. 
Nicholson, 1899. 

Rev. I. W. Kingsley served the church in the early 1900's, 
followed by Rev. George McKinley who preached from 1909-13. 
Rev. H. G. Rogers was pastor in 1913-14 and he was succeeded by 
Rev. Clyde M. Taylor. It was during Rev. Taylor's pastorate that 
on June 20, 1914, a new bell was hung in the church. 

The following appeared in the church news of the Monee Review, 
Nov. 28, 1913: 

Methodist Church 

Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Preaching service 11:10 a.m. Subject, 
.'The Swimmer Fisherman. .. Evening service, 7:30 p. m. Subject, 
"The Lad who Feeds Hogs, Goes to the Dogs and then Homeward 
Jogs. " 

H. G. Rogers, Pastor 

Rev. McKinley served again following Rev. Taylor and in 1919 he 
retired from the ministry. He was succeeded by the Rev. R. E. 
Bethards who had charge of the Methodist churches both in Monee 
and Peotone. 

Gradually the number of families supporting the church dwindled 
and it was closed. Standing vacant and without care, the building 
deteriorated and became an eyesore of the community. Then in the 
summer of 1931, the building and lots were sold to Jacob A. 
Stegmeyer of Chicago. He had the old church torn down and built a 
restaurant and gas station from the lumber. In December, 1938, 
Stegmeyer sold the business to Frank Knuppel. After that Joseph 
Gassen and Everett Shelton, among others, operated the restaurant. 

What remained of the lumber of the old Methodist Church was 
destroyed by fire on Aug. 5, 1956, when the restaurant burned. At 
the time Frank Mayes was the owner. 

ST. BONIFACE CHURCH 

The Catholic families of the Monee area were organized as the 
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German Catholic Society in 1866 by the Rev. Father Charles Steisa
berger. Two years later they built their house of worship in the 
village on Main street at the cost of $1,500. The original church is 
still in use today. 

Around the turn of the century, Rev. Father Danz was pastor of 
the church and also of St. Anne's Church at Richton Park. He was a 
noted orator. 

The Monee Review of May 10, 1907, made the following 
announcement: 

Repairs were made at the Catholic Church last week, a new floor 
being laid in the vestibule. The building was thoroughly overhauled 
and repainted last summer and is now in good condition. Services 
are held at the church once a month. Rev. J. McNamee, of Wilton, 
conducts the service. 

In September, 1915, new stained glass windows replaced the old 
clear windows and added greatly to the appearance of the building. 

Masses continued to be held on certain Sundays of the month, 
conducted by pastors of neighboring churches. Due to the small 
number of Catholic families in the Monee area, the church closed in 
the mid-1920's. Most of these families thereafter attended St. 
Anne's Church in Richton Park. 

St. Boniface Catholic Church built in 1868. 
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After the church had not been used as a place of worship for 
many years, on Aug. 10, 1949, a meeting was held at the home of 
John E. Gorman to discuss the reopening of St. Boniface Church. 

Work on needed repairs began immediately and the opening date 
set for Oct. 9, 1949. The Rev. Jerald Kerrigan served the church 
from 1949-54 while assistant pastor at St. Liborius Church, Steger. 

Parishioners of St. Boniface observed the centennial of the church 
on Sept. 15, 1968. An afternoon Mass of thanksgiving was offered; 
the celebrant of the Mass was the Most Reverend Romeo B. 
Blanchette, D. D., Bishop of Joliet; Rev. R. DeMuth, former pastor, 
delivered the sermon. Visiting clergy, former parishioners and 
friends joined the present congregation at the Mass. 

Later a parish dinner was served at the Monee elementary school, 
at which, Father Kevin Gorman, O.S.B., a native of the church, 
spoke of the first families and their pioneer efforts. Rev. William 
Cullen, pastor, also related some early history and the significance 
of the day's celebration in the universal life of the church. 

In June, 1969, the Rev. Michael O'Keefe was named to the 
pastorate of St. Boniface succeeding Rev. Cullen who served seven 
years. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Early Years 

The growth of St. Paul's United Church of Christ dates back as 
early as 1854 when preliminary work began under the guidance and 
intermittent preaching of a Rev. Hartmann, president of the United 
Evangelical Synod of the Northwest. The congregation was 
organized in 1858 under the leadership of Rev. William Schaefer. 
This small handful of dedicated members, numbering thirty five, 
met in the Monee schoolhouse. This newly founded church suffered 
trying difficulties at the outset but two years later, under Rev. 1. 
Alberti, the congregation was reorganized, a constitution adopted, 
and the church affiliated with the United Evangelical SynOd of the 
Northwest. 
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The first officers of the church were Augustus Herbert, president; 
F. H. Luehrs, secretary; Christ Klein, treasurer; Christ Herbst and 
Phillip Bischmann, trustees; and Adam Offner and J. F. Klockow, 
elders. 

The first church building was erected in 1860 during the pastorate 
of Rev. Alberti. The plot of ground, in the midst of the cemetery, 
was a gift to the congregation by Augustus Herbert. The lumber for 
the church was hauled from Stuenkels' crossing by Dietrich 
Grundberger and Henry Hohmann. Jacob Vatter was the carpenter 
and the cost was $1,045. 

At the dedication of the edifice on Aug. 26, 1860, the congrega
tion adopted the name, "German Evangelical United St. Paul's 
Church of Monee, lllinois." 

German Evangelical United St. Paul's Church built in 1860. Standil1g on the porch 
is Rev. H. Staehlin, who served the church from 1879-95. 

Courtesy of Richard Erickson 
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During the first twenty years the church had ten pastors: the 
reverends W. Schaefer, L. Alberti, F. Menzel, Baeber, G. Loeffler, 
H. Hanhart, I. Schadegg, C. Hofheinz, A. Zernicke and C. 
Hofheinz, the latter serving twice. 

The first four ministers lived and preached in Green Garden 
township and took charge of the Monee church in connection with 
their own. Rev. Loeffler was the first to make his home in Monee 
when the congregation purchased a house for a parsonage from 
John Schlotthauer for $400. A new combined parsonage and 
schoolhouse was erected in 1866 during the pastorate of Rev. 
Schadegg and the old parsonage was resold to Schlotthauer. 

In 1872 the membership numbered about sixty. 

The German schoolhouse was built in 1877 when Rev. Hofheinz 
was pastor the second time. 

Rev. H. Staehlin of LaSalle, nt., became the minister in January, 
1879, and served the church until September, 1895, when he was 
elected steward of the Orphans' Home at Bensenville, TIL The 
parochial school prospered during Rev. Staehlin's pastorate as never 
before or after; large classes were confirmed yearly. In 1880 the 
class numbered thirty-four. Under his guidance the Frauen Verein 
was organized in 1892 with forty-one charter members. 

The year of 1894 was a period of improvements. The church bell 
tower was built by carpenter Henry Hoffman at a cost of $1,203 and 
in May the Frauen Verein presented to the church two bells, the 
larger weighing 1,800 pounds and the smaller 1,000 pounds. The 
bells were placed in the belfry June 24, and on Aug. 31 the bell 
tower was dedicated. These bells of 1894, located in the tower of the 
present church, have rung out on many significant occasions. For 
decades they have been rung every Saturday evening at 5 o'clock 
reminding worshippers of the forthcoming Sabbath. This same year 
a large cistern was dug at the rear of the church for the use of the 
cemetery. 

Rev. John H. Dorjahn was the next pastor and served the church 
diligently for fifteen years, 1895-1910. 

The pipe organ was donated to the church by the Frauen Verein 
in 1898 and dedicated on Sunday, July 17, of that year. 
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St. Paul's Evangelical Church (1860-1914). 

Courtesy of Mrs. Manetta Pauling 

The property on which the present church stands was formerly 
owned by John Schlotthauer who settled in Monee around 1867. He 
lived on the south end of the property; the north side, where the 
church stands, was a cherry orchard surrounded by an iron fence. 
(Schlotthauer was killed by a train along the Illinois Central tracks 
as he was walking home from Matteson on July 7, 1904.) At the 
Jan. 29, 1905, annual church meeting the trustees were impowered 
to negotiate for the purchase of the Schlotthauer property adjoining 
the parsonage. On July 14, 1905, the heirs of Schlotthauer sold the 
property to the "German Evangelical Society of Monee," the name 
appearing on the deed, for $525. 

In the summer of 1905 the old wooden walks at the church were 
replaced with cement sidewalks. 
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Due to ill health, Rev. Dorjahn resigned the pulpit in 1910 and 
moved to Blue Island, Ill. His successor was Rev. E. F. Pinckert. 

A new church constitution went into effect Feb. 5, 1911. It gave 
the church the name, "Evangelical St. Paul's Church of Monee, 
Illinois. ' , 

The early settlers of Monee were mostly of German ancestry and 
the organizers and supporters of the church were of the Lutheran 
faith, so consequently church services were in the German 
language. A church paper the "Friedensbote" was read by many of 
the German families. Children attending church school received 
catechism instructions in German for two years, as well as the three 
"R's," prior to confirmation rites. In fact, the school was always 
referred to as "German School." 

The Monee Review of July 23, 1914, contained the following 
statistics: 

During the years of the existence of the church 893 communicants 
have been confirmed and 1,453 children baptized by the pastors. 
The bodies of 843 people have been interred in the church cemetery. 

A New Edifice 

For several years a fund of $1,000 was available to begin con
struction of a new church; the question of erecting a new edifice had 
been the subject of many a debate. Not until a meeting of May 12, 
1913, did the majority of the members sanction such a desire. 

The plans for the new church were drawn by a Chicago architect 
and Koenning brothers of Peotone were given the construction 
contract Apr. 1, 1914, for the sum of $17,275. 

Ground was broken at the new site on Apr. 23; about 150 people 
assembled for the ceremony. The first shovel of dirt was taken out 
by Rev. E. Pinckert, pastor of the church, who delivered a short 
address. The basement was staked out and work commenced the 
following day. 

In May three organizations of the church met for the purpose of 
selecting and purchasing the large stained glass windows for the 
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new building. The Jugend Verein chose "Christ Blessing the 
Children" for the north window; the Frauen Verein selected "Jesus 
in Gethsemane" for the east window; and the Sewing Circle ordered 
"The Good Shepherd" for the west side. Total cost of these 
beautiful windows was approximately $1,200. 

One of the largest congregations ever brought together in Monee 
attended the laying of the cornerstone on Sunday afternoon, July 12, 
1914. Services were held at the old church and the pulpit shared by 
the reverends Lambrecht of Frankfort and Dorjahn of Blue Island. 
At the conclusion of the service, a short ceremony was held at the 
cornerstone of the new building. 

The following articles were enclosed in a copper box and 
embedded in the cornerstone: 

A history of the congregation. 
A list of the members of the congregation and the names of the 

trustees, officers and building committee. 
The names of the members of the Frauen Verein and of the 

Jugend Verein. 
The membership roll of the Sunday School, cradle roll, and the 

officers and teachers of the school. 
The constitution of the different church organizations. 
Copies of the current issues of the church papers. 
The list of subscribers to the building fund. 
A copy of the current issue of the Monee Review. 

Only a very few of the charter members who organized the 
congregation in 1858 were living and present at the ceremony. 

Work on the new edifice continued throughout the remainder of 
1914. In March, 1915, the bells were removed from the old church 
tower and placed in the new church. 

Upon completion of the new edifice, the old original church 
building and the schoolhouse were sold at public auction May 1, 
1915. George Sonneborn acted as auctioneer. The church was 
purchased by the Monee Driving Park Association through Phillip 
Bischmann for $230. Jacob Gloor bought the schoolhouse for $200. 

Gloor moved the schoolhouse to his lots on East Main street and 
remodeled it into a residence, adding a wing to the original 
building. August Hohmann purchased the home from Gloor around 
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51. Paul's Evangelical Churches taken at the completion of the present church in 
1915 before the old church building was moved to the Monee Fair Grounds. 

1918. In 1969, Emil Buchmeier Jr., grandson of Hohmann, became 
the owner. 

The tower was removed from the old church, the inside re
modeled, and in August, 1915, moved to the fair grounds. It was 
used as an exhibition hall for agricultural products, food, arts and 
textiles throughout the life of the Monee fair. 

Dedication Services 

Dedication services of the new edifice of St. Paul's Evangelical 
Church on June 13, 1915, drew an immense crowd. Although heavy 
rain the previous night slowed down auto traffic, the 8:52 morning 
train from Chicago had three special cars for Monee and they were 
filled with visitors from towns to the north. Train No. 34 going back 
in the evening took five well-filled coaches. Visitors from the south 
and east came via the interurban electric line. 

The old church was packed at the morning service and hundreds 
stood on the lawn as former pastor, Rev. J. H. Dorjahn delivered 
the final sermon in German. At the conclusion of the service, 
clergymen, and the deacons of the church, carrying the altar Bible 
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and other church property, marched to the main entrance of the new 
edifice where a short service was conducted by pastor, Rev. E. 
Pinckert. Contractor F. J. Koenning handed the key of the new 
church to Rev. Pinckert and the procession filed into the beautiful 
new auditorium as the bells rang out the glad tidings. Dedication 
services were conducted by the pastor and visiting clergymen. 

The new building was filled to overflowing long before the time 
set for the afternoon service. The old church was opened to the 
overflow crowd and even then more people were compelled to stand 
outside than were seated inside. Sermons were delivered by the 
reverends C. Niedergesaess of Blue Island and J. Hoffmeister of 
Dolton. While one spoke in the new church the other addressed the 
meeting in the old church. 

The ladies of the church took possession of the large basement, 
where, from early afternoon until evening they fed over 4,000 
friends and visitors. 

Evening services were conducted in the English language by the 
reverends M. Hoefer of Kankakee and G. Horst of Beecher. 

Visitors who saw the new edifice for the first time were 
awe-stricken with its well-proportioned lines and the grandeur of 
both exterior and interior: all marveled at the beauty of the large 
stained glass windows. 

Later Years 

The first marriage performed in the new edifice was that of 
Bertha Fehland and Harvey Kolstedt on June 27, 1915. 

Four years after the new church was built a new parsonage was 
also erected; the exterior brick, same as that of the church. The 
Rev. A. B. Gaebe family came to St. Paul's in May, 1916, and were 
the first to reside in the new dwelling. In 1949 the parsonage 
kitchen was remodeled. 

The old parsonage was sold at public auction Feb. 15, 1919, and 
was purchased by John E. Sass for $206 and moved to 103 Eastgate 
where it stands today. The summer kitchen brought $90 and was 
bought by Carl Fehland. 
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A tragic fire on Dec. 5, 1930, completely ruined the interior of the 
church. (An account of the fire is found in the "Major Disasters" 
chapter.) Insurance adjustors allowed $16,306.38 for damages. 

While the building was in process of renovation, church services 
were held in the old vacant Freese's store building at the corner of 
Oak road and Margaret street. By midsummer of 1931 the restora
tion was completed and rededication services held July 19. The 
pUlpit was dedicated as a memorial to Mrs. Gaebe, wife of the 
pastor, who died Mar. 18, 1931. 

In 1934 the Evangelical Synod of North America and the 
Reformed Church in the United States merged and the local church 
became an Evangelical and Reformed church. 

In October, 1934, Rev. Gaebe resigned to become pastor of the 
Zion Evangelical Church in Chicago. He was succeeded by Rev. 
Herbert Bloesch of Bremen, Ind., who delivered his first sermon, 
Jan. 20, 1935. The latter served the church for eleven years and was 
followed by his brother, Rev. Walter Bloesch of Kansas City, Mo., 
who began his duties Mar. 10, 1946. He remained in Monee until 
1955 when he became pastor of St. Paul's United Church of Christ, 
Crystal Lake, Ill. He died May 11, 1969, at the age of 52 years. 

In January, 1958, the congregation decided to rename the church 
in conformance with the merger of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church and the Congregational Christian churches during the 
summer of 1957. Since then it has been known as S1. Paul's United 
Church of Christ. 

Due to the rapid growth in the church, during the pastorate of 
Rev. Philip Krause (1955-60), an expansion program was adopted, 
resulting in the renovation of the basement and the addition of an 
educational and multi-purpose two-story wing. The congregation 
approved the construction Sept. 21, 1958. 

In October, 1958, the church celebrated its centennial; and nine 
months later on June 7, 1959, a milestone was reached when the 
cornerstone was laid for the new addition. Documents placed in the 
cornerstone included a copy of the church constitution, a roll of 1959 
pennies, and a Bible. A special dedication service was held Nov. 22, 
1959, with former pastor, Rev. Walter Bloesch, delivering the 
sermon. 
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The present pastor, Rev. A. W. Klumb. formerly of Milwaukee, 
Wis., has served the church since September, 1960. 

German was the only language spoken by the early pastors. As 
time progressed services were conducted in English, and for those 
desiring it, German devotions were scheduled in addition to the 
English for two Sundays of the month. At the annual church 
meeting of Jan. 27, 1935, it was voted to hold German services only 
one Sunday a month. During the pastorate of Rev. Herbert Bloesch 
German services were discontinued. 

St. Paul's United Church of Christ is one of the finest architect
ural structures of the surrounding area. 

CEMETERIES 

The lonesomeness of cemeteries hushes visitors, and the "silence 
of the tomb" fills the heart with respect and memory of those who 
left their niche in history and lie 'neath the sod. Midst the 
solemness at times a lighter note is found as that of an English 
churchyard where the following epitaph is carved on one of the 
ancient headstones: 

Remember, man that passeth by, 
As thou art now, so once was I; 
And as I am so thou must be; 
Prepare thyself to follow me. 

A passerby took the invitation literally and scribbled the following 
R.S.V.P. underneath: 

To follow thee's not my intent, 
Unless I know which way thou went. 

Before cemeteries were established in a community, it was 
customary for early settlers to bury relatives in a family plot near 
the home site. Many such a small graveyard could be found on 
private property in Monee township during the mid-1800's. With a 
century of time most of these plots have been long unmarked and 
forgotten. 

An early burial plot of Monee township was located on the old 
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Henry Schlemme farm at the southeast corner of Bruns road and 
Ridgeland avenue. which, at its beginning was enclosed in a wooden 
fence. Here, today, a few broken pieces of eroded sandstone 
monuments lay in mute silence; briers, sumac and lilacs ramble 
above a dense growth of creeping myrtle, sod and weeds. A map of 
Monee township of 1873 shows a cemetery site north of the village 
between the Monee-Manhattan road curve and old Route 54. Older 
residents of the village remember tombstones standing on this knoll, 
known as "cemetery hill." Evidence of this burial ground has long 
since passed into oblivion. 

The original burial plat of St. Paul's cemetery dates back to the 
1850's and consisted of three lots donated to the German Lutheran 
Church Society by Augustus Herbert. When the first church 
building was dedicated on Aug. 26, 1860, the cemetery became the 
property of the congregation. The first graves surrounded the 
church. The Augustus Herbert family are buried at the northwest 
corner of the "old cemetery" as it is frequently called. Many early 
settlers are buried here, including Mr. and Mrs. Christian Schurz, 
parents of Carl Schurz, Secretary of Interior in President Rutherford 
B. Hayes' cabinet. Numerous standstone markers remain in this 
area but most are so eroded by eons of time that the inscriptions are 
illegible. 

In the Monee township assessor's records of 1870 is found the 
following notation adjacent to the name of Augustus Herbert, 
concerning his property in section 21, lying next to the village of 
Monee: "3 acres off the north end of the east 1/2 S.W. sold to St. 
Paul's Society of Monee for a graveyard." Thus, as the village grew 
it necessitated the enlargement of the cemetery. 

In 1896 a wooden fence was built around the cemetery. 

In early years when someone passed on in the community where 
the family was destitute, or if the deceased was unknown, the town 
assumed the responsibility for interment and the body was buried in 
what was known as a "pauper's grave." The town financial report 
of Supervisor Philip Bischmann for the fiscal year ending Mar. 28, 
1882, included the following expenditures: John Heins for digging 
grave for pauper, $3.00; August Klein for watching two nights with 
deceased pauper, $5.70; and Herman Leseberg for coffin, $14.00. 
Thus, with the cost of a grave site at 51. Paul's cemetery for $7.50, 
an entire funeral at this circa could be had for approximately $30.00. 
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View of 51. Paul's cemetery, the large Kuerste"n monument on the right was 
erected in February. 1904. 

A large impressive monument stands in the middle of St. Paul's 
cemetery; a memorial to members of the Kuersten family. The 
Kuersten brothers had the forty-foot Vermont granite monument 
erected in February, 1904. This tall, imposing structure cost $6,000 
and rests on a base weighing eleven tons. 

St. Paul's cemetery, like every old cemetery, contains graves 
where sleep the valiant ones who defended the flag in the Civil 
War. In their memory, Gen. John Logan of the G.A.R., in May, 
1868, requested that a memorial day be observed annually. 

Monee school children who participated in the Memorial Day celebration of 1898. 
Prof. J. R. Higgins was principal of the school. 

Courtesy of Waldemar Wehrli 
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In 1898 Memorial Day observance in Monee took on a very 
patriotic air as young men all over America were fighting in the 
Spanish-American War. The local newspaper account of the day 
speaks for itself: 

The citizens of the village reverently prepared and solemnly 
celebrated the occasion. At 10 a. m. a parade began at the fire house 
in which the Monee and Beecher bands led the procession. Two 
hundred and forty school children marched behind the juvenile drum 
corps. The Grand Army of the Republic, --veterans from Beecher, 
Peotone and Monee walked behind the cannon, a relic of the Civil 
War from the U.S. arsenal at Rock Island. Red and blue coated 
firemenfrnm Crete and Monee,--the Modem Woodmen ofAmerica, 
lodges of Frankfort and Monee,--and the Odd Fellow lodges from 
Crete, Matteson and Monee,--all marched and counter-marched 
through the principal streets to St. Paul's cemetery. The entire 
procession numbered about 600. 

At the cemetery schoolgirls, dressed in white, besashed and 
carrying flowers, and young boys dressed in blue shirts and carrying 
small flags decorated the graves of fallen soldiers while a funeral 
dirge was beautifully rendered by the bands. Patriotic songs and 
hymns were sung at the grave of each veteran. At the close of the 
service August Ehrhardt with his cannon and company of gunners 
from Beecher fired the customary salute offour guns to the memory. 
of the silent dead. 

At noon refreshments were served by the ladies of Monee at the 
Court Hall to about 400 people. 

The afternoon program at the Court Hall was as follows: 

Welcome address by Prof. J. R. Higgins 
Song, "No More the Bugles Play by Six Young Ladies 
The National Flag by W. Cellarius 
Our Drummer Boy by Alice Storey 
The Sword of Bunker Hill by Anna Pape 
The Blue and Gray by Amelia Herbst 
Memorial Day Oration by Atty. R.J. Barr of Joliet 
For Freedom's Sake by Nellie Klein 
The Ride of Jennie McNeal by Lottie Stassen 
The Colored Guard by Nellie Mauer 
The Origin of Memorial Day by Leo Von der Heidt 
An Incident of Battle by Roy Bemisderfer 
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Song, 
"Today This Hallowed Peace We Seek" by the Home Forum Quarette 
Duet, "The Old Camp Ground", , , , , , , , by Mrs. Bartels and 

Mrs. Miller 
Solo, 
"0, Bury the Brave Where They Fall", , by Anna Hoffman 

During the afternoon a band concert and an exhibition of the new 
waterworks system furninshed the entertainment. 

An estimated 2,000 people were in attendance throughout the 
day. 

Memorial Day observance in Monee in 1912 again drew a large 
crowd. The afternoon parade was led by Wegert's Band of Beecher, 
followed by seven aged Civil War veterans. School children, 
teachers, M.W.A., LO.O.F., and the fire department also marched. 
John Schwiesow was the grand marshal. 

The fifteen graves of veterans at St. Paul's cemetery were dec
orated with wreaths and flags by fifteen flowergirls, dressed in 
white, and fifteen boys carrying flags. 

The Civil War veterans were the honored guests of the day; only 
three were still living from Monee: Jacob Gloor, John Zirzow and 
William Rabe Sr. 

In the spring of 1926 the old dilapidated wooden fence which 
enclosed St. Paul's cemetery was removed and a new iron fence was 
erected by contractor Henry C. Nieland. This fence remained until 
June 2, 1961, when the west side was removed to make room for 
additional parking for the church; at the Jan. 2, 1962, annual church 
meeting it was decided to also remove the north side. 

A new cemetery, Skyline Memorial Park, was established in the 
mid-1950's north of Monee and west of Route 50. The property was 
purchased in 1953 from Ada F. Norman and Laura Felton Warneke. 
The cemetery will eventually be comprised of 130 acres, of which, 
25 acres are presently fully developed. It is privately owned and was 
incorporated Nov. 27, 1954. The first interment was that of Oliver P. 
Leigh of Steger, TIl., on Dec. 28, 1955. 
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CHAPTER VII 

HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS 

..... Whither have ye made a road today?" 
I Sam. 27:10 

TRACKS--TRAILS--TRACES 

The sharp hoof prints of the buffalo and deer stamped out the 
first paths through the tall grasses of the prairies. These animals 
instinctively took the shortest route between flowing streams which 
the Indians followed, as they, too, sought water for themselves and 
their ponies. A party of two or three hundred warriors, traveling 
single file, established a well-worn trail devoid of sod. Rushing 
waters created by torrential rains followed these trails and in due 
time this procedure washed narrow paths into wide gullies. As these 
trenches became more distinctly marked they were dubbed traces by 
the early pioneer who traveled them as direct routes across the 
prairies. 

Archives of the Kankakee Historical Society tell of an Indian trail 
through Monee township which was in constant use and led from 
the Rockville village in Kankakee county to the north branch of Rock 
creek which flows into the Kankakee river; then turned northward 
through Raccoon Grove and on to Thorn creek; and continued to the 
Calumet river and Lake Michigan. The trail made dips and 
meanderings to springs and creeks where the braves watered their 
ponies, cooked their fresh venison or bear meat, rested, and often 
set up their tepees. Raccoon and Thorn groves were favorite 
camping grounds for the migrating red man. In the records of the 
Town of Carey beginning in April, 1853, this trail undoubtedly was 
the road running from Wilmington to Thorn Grove referred to 
numerous times, called the "Old Wilmington Road" and figured in 
the laying out of permanent roads in Monee township. As new roads 
were established, the commissioners of highways discontinued parts 
of this old winding trail, and did not maintain it, so settlers ceased 
to use it. The trail ran through sections 1, 2, 11, 14, 15, 22, 27 and 
34 of Monee township. All that remains of the original trail is 
Monee road which winds from the Crete-Monee road northeasterly 
into Park Forest ending at Western avenue where it joined the old 
Sauk trail. 
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As stated, the first public roads of Monee township grew out of 
Indian trails, and immigrants occasionally blazed new roads by the 
wheels of their prairie schooners. For companionship and protection 
several families would band together and form a wagon train. They 
wisely sought out the highest ridges of land; the high ground was 
more firm and from thence they were better situated to keep 
constant watch over the surrounding country for attacking Indians. 
A new route once marked the next wagon party would automatically 
follow it, and so a few well-worn roads were established, leading to 
a few popular trading posts, or into some favorite region opening up 
for settlement. Two of these trails, Sauk and Hubbard, skirted 
Monee township and were instrumental in settling the area; a third, 
Egyptian trail, traversed the township. 

As the pioneer settled on the prairie he found it necessary to 
travel periodically to the nearest trading post to buy supplies. 
Whenever possible, Indian trails, already established, became his 
roads to town. The value the farmer placed on the accessibly of a 
road can be seen in this account found in an old newspaper: 

In the 1830's when Illinois roads straggled across unsettled lands. 
a pioneer decided his cabin was too far from the great Galena road. 
an important highway in early days. To move the cabin would have 
meant much work, and the new location would have been less 
pleasing. The settler staked out a spur in the road and drove over it 
time after time to "make tracks. " Travelers noting the well-beaten 
route, readily followed it and the resourceful pioneer soon realized 
that, instead of moving his cabin to the main road, he brought the 
road to his cabin door. 

THE GREAT SAUK TRAIL 

The establishment of the "Great Sauk Trail" dates back to before 
the white man came to the Midwest: the original tracks,--the 
moccasined footprints of the Sauk and Fox Indians. Both these 
tribes had their beginnings along the banks of the St. Lawrence in 
the vicinity of Quebec and Montreal. They pushed into northern 
Illinois and drove out the Sauteurs, a banch of the Chippewas, and 
the Mascoutins. Thus having conquered the land, they established 
their chief village near the mouth of the Rock river where it enters 
the waters of the "Mu-ze-zee-be" as the Sauk called the "Father of 
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Great Waters." The Sauk named their village "Saukenuk" which 
was situated near the present village of Milan, III. Here they lived 
in approximately one hundred lodges, in which four or five families, 
of five to ten persons each, made their homes. 

The first white men to travel the ancient Sauk trail were La Salle, 
Father Marquette and Father Hennepin along with many lesser 
known explorers and priests. 

The Sauk Indians were allies of the British during the War of 
1812. After the close of the war the British government paid 
annunities to the Indians for their assistance during the conflict. 
These payments were made at Fort Malden, an army post built by 
the British following their evacuation of Detroit in 1796, on the 
Canadian side of the Detroit river. Today the site is a national 
historical park at the present town of Amherstburg, Ontario. 

Each recurring year Chief Black Hawk (1767-1838) led the Sauk 
and Fox to Fort Malden. Like a great uncoiled snake their trail 
wound across the verdant prairies, along fertile waterways, over 
rolling hills, skirting the edge of dark forests. This annual migration 
left a well-beaten wide trail as the entire village of Saukenuk;-men, 
women, and children made the journey, their possesions fastened on 
travois (pole drags) and pulled by ponies. 

Thus. Sauk trail became a more clearly marked route with the 
passage of time. Historical archives reveal the trail began at 
Saukenuk, crossed the northern portion of Henry county, probably 
touching the present city of Geneseo and then followed the pleasant 
valley of the Green river until well into Bureau county. At this point 
the trail continued to snake easterly, entering La Salle county some 
two miles south of Mendota and crossed the Fox river near the town 
of Sheridan; swept over the southern portion of Kendall 
county;forded the Des Plaines slightly below Joliet and continued on 
to New Lenox and Frankfort. It then angled slightly northeastwardly 
on a section line to Harlem avenue and east to Richton Park; 
entered Indiana at Dyer and followed Route 30 across Lake county; 
and headed toward the shore of Lake Michigan up to Michigan City. 
Here it began its course across the state of Michigan, first to 
Bertrand. to Clearwater, Jonesville, Ypsilanti and into Detroit from 
whence it turned south to Fort Malden. In Michigan, diverging trails 
led from Sauk trail northward to Mackinac Island and the upper 
Great Lakes. 

85 



It is interesting that Sauk trail passed through Joseph and Marie 
Bailly's property at Porter, Ind. In fact, Bailly built his home and 
trading post on the trail so he could intercept the frequent droves of 
Indian trappers who were on their way to Mackinac Island with their 
furs. Bailly, of course, bought the furs and the red men returned 
home. The Bailly family described the trail as a wide, deep rut 
which crossed the lawn in front of their house and that they viewed 
the showy pageant of the friendly tribes from the veranda without 
the slightest fear. The Indians moved in single file in perfect 
silence, looking neither to the right nor left, never breaking stride. 
The Sauk were known for their disrespect for women and when they 
made their annual migration, the Bailly women remained indoors. 
The Sauk, however, made the most brilliant display with their 
elegant blankets draped across their shoulders, war bonnets and 
painted bodies. The number of Indians who passed in these 
processions is unknown but the unbroken file of red men passed in a 
steady stream for as long as two and a half days. The pageantry of 
these migrating Indians along forested trails must have created an 
awe-inspiring spectacle. All famous Indian chiefs; Tecumseh, 
Pokagon, Little Turtle and Black Hawk traveled and camped along 
the trail. 

In 1821 Sauk trail was surveyed between Chicago and Detroit and 
became a military highway under the United States government, 
used mainly as a stagecoach and mail route, and was named the 
Chicago Road. Unhewn timbers were fastened together to span main 
streams (small creeks were forded) and occasionally a hillside 
roughly graded to make the road passable. Rest stations were built 
sparingly and in isolated areas stagecoach robberies were common 
occurrences. 

The influence Joseph Bailly had in the development of northern 
Indiana is evidenced by the fact that he was able to persuade the 
surveyors to alter the course of Chicago road away from his home to 
preserve his privacy and have it relocated a mile farther east; but by 
far and large the new established highway followed the ancient trail. 

The Sauk continued to use the trail for their annual migrations 
long after it became a public road. Isaac McCoy, the Baptist 
missionary to the Indians, in 1827, encountered several hundreds of 
Sauk on their way home from Fort Malden after collecting payment 
from the British. In fact, government scouts were able to find visible 
signs of the original trail as late as in the 1880's. 

86 



Locally the old passage received a lot of publicity back in 1926. 
Excerpts from the Monee Review of July 29 tell the story: 

Old Sauk Trail will be an Indian hunting ground for eight days. 
beginning July 25. during a pretentious historical pageant staged by 
citizens of Richton Park and Monee and members of the Richton 
Park Regional Planning Association. The free spectacle will be 
presented to make Chicagoans acquainted with the section near the 
end of the Illinois Central electrification. Fifty Indians, mostly 
Chippewas, will come from northern Wisconsin reservations ten 
days before the pageant and will camp in their own tepees. 

Buffalo. a whole carload, twelve head, all bulls, purchased from 
the Wainwright Ranch at Bashaw. Canada, will be used to stage 
"the last buffalo hunt on the old Sauk Trail" as part of the pageant. 
A five-acre paddock on Sauk Trail at Richton Park will hold the 
buffalo and will afford ample space for the Chippewa buffalo hunt, 
one being killed each day and served to the public in barbecued 
sandwiches. 

One afternoon during the celebration the Indians were brought to 
Monee and they gave several performances at the corner of Main 
street and Oak road: included were war and snake dances, and 
scalping raids of their forefathers. Local residents thronged to the 
scene fully aware that Indians such as these once inhabited Raccoon 
Grove and the Monee area. 

HUBBARD'S TRAIL 

Although Indians are usually accredited with establishing early 
trails in Illinois, a major one near the eastern boundary of the state, 
stretching from Danville to Chicago, was marked off by the wagon 
wheels of an enterprising young fur trader, Gurdon S. HUbbard. 

Hubbard in 1818 at the age of 16 years became an apprentice with 
the American Fur Co. at Montreal. That very same year the firm 
sent him to the historic village of Mackinac, a gathering place of 
Indians, trappers and fur traders. Young Gurdon S. Hubbard 
(1802-1886) was an acquaintance and admirer of fur trader Joseph 
Bailly. 
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In 1825 Hubbard was promoted to superintendent of Illinois river 
trade. He established a post on the Iroquois river, and discovering 
an abundance of furs were found farther south along the banks of 
the Wabash and its tributaries, he built trading posts on an old 
Indian trail as far south as Vincennes. On two outlying rivers west 
of Vincennes, the Embarrass and Little Wabash, he also established 
posts. To be centrally located Hubbard made his headquarters at 
Danville and here in 1828 bought a choice lot and built a trading 
post, the first frame building in that town. He called it simply 
"Gurdon S. Hubbard's Trading Post" and operated it until 1833. 

From southern Illinois and Indiana furs arrived at Hubbard's post 
on pack horses driven up the old Vincennes trace as the Indian trail 
was called. From Danville to Chicago, Hubbard blazed his own trail, 
carrying furs on pack horses to Lake Michigan from whence they 
were sent by bateaux to Mackinac. To supplement his income he 
bought herds of swine and let them graze over the prairies between 
Danville and Chicago. When ready for market he would round them 
up with a crew of "pigboys" and drive them to the slaughter house 
at Chicago. 

Hubbard's trail evolved into a main route as not only his men 
used it but farmers from lllinois and Indiana journeyed it to and 
from Chicago. Early settlers who migrated in their covered wagons 
from the eastern states to Monee township, traveled or crossed 
Hubbard's trail. Because of the popularity of the trail, wayside inns 
and settlements grew along the route. Willard Wood, founder of 
Crete, in 1837 operated an inn at the present site of the village for 
the benefit of travelers on the old Chicago-Vincennes road. By this 
time, Hubbard had left Danville and helped establish the metropolis 
of Chicago. 

Public men of national and state reputation were frequent 
travelers on the trail. Among whom was Joseph (Uncle Joe) Cannon, 
the Danville congressman and Speaker of the United States House 
of Representatives from 1903 to 1911, who attended political rallies 
in Monee and on occasion was an overnight guest at Kettering's ho
tel. 

In 1834 the Illinois legislature laid out a state road which followed 
Hubbard's trail and dubbed it State Route 1. 

Around 1918 work began on Route 1, also known as Dixie high
way, to pave the road from Danville to Chicago. In August, 1921, 
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the project was completed between these two cities and the road 
was officially dedicated when a motorcade of three hundred 
"gas-eating machines," many of which were beautifully decorated, 
some bearing state officials, including Governor Len Small, drove 
from Danville to the municipal pier in Chicago. 

EGYPTIAN TRAIL 

Salvaging an old road is nigh impossible; new paving materials 
and engineering techniques progressively have destroyed the narrow 
picturesque country lanes of yesteryears; but salvaging the history 
of such a road can be done if enough research and patience are 
mustered. 

Familiar names of Monee township roads are Stuenke1, Pauling, 
and Dralle, among others; but the most unique name of all is that of 
Egyptian trail, bisecting the original Raccoon Grove Indian Reserva
tion. This was one of the first public thoroughfares established in 
the township and the following account of the laying out of this road 
is verbatim as it is recorded in the first town record book: 

Record of Road in the Town of Carey. 1852. 

The former records burnt while in possession of Wm. H. Newton. 
town clerk. The petition and order saved and recorded April 23. 
1853. by C. N. M eriam. Town Clerk. 

To the Commissioners of Highways. Carey. August 30. 1852. 

We the undersigned petitioners and legal voters of the town of 
Carey, Will Co. and State of Ill. do pray your honorable body to 
view and layout a road or highway beginning at a comer made by 
Jedidiah Wooley on the section line between 28 and 29 it being the 
N.E. comer of Christian Biermann and the N. W. comer of John 
Housinger land of Wm. B. Ogden Subdivision running north along 
said line to the Joliet road or the north line of the township as you 
see fit. 

The names of owners of land as far as known are Christian 
Herbert, Henry Pauling and August Herbert. 

Names of petitioners: August Herbert, Wm. P. Phillips. Dietrich 
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Grundberger, Frederick Meyer, Christian Biermann, Christian 
Herbert, Henry Vollmer, A. J. Smith, Henry Schlemme, Henry 
Pauling, Bernard Sheridan. 

The undersigned commissioners of highways for the town of 
Carey in the County of Will on the application of the above named 
petitioners and persons liable to be assessed for highway labor in 
said town did on the 22 day of Sept. inst. cause a survey to be made 
of the following route to wit, beginning at a comer made by 
Jedidiah Wooley on the section line between 28 and 29 it being, the 
N. E. comer of Christian Biermann and the N. W. comer of John 
Housinger land of Wm. B. Ogden Subdivision thence running north 
along said section line four miles and 80 rods to the north line of 
said township, and the undersigned being of opinion that it is 
necessary and proper that such a road be laid out it is therefore 
ordered that a road four rods wide be located and laid out and the 
same is located and laid out according to said survey, and the same 
is hereby declared to be a public highway. Given under our Hand 
and Seals at Carey this twenty-second day of Sept., 1852. 

John S. Holland [Seal] Commissioners of 
Highways for the 

Geo. Baker [Seal] Town of Carey, 1852 

On Dec. 26, 1861, a petition of fifty-four residents of Monee 
township, numbering twelve or more legal voters residing within 
three miles of the proposed road, according to the law, was 
presented to the township commissioners of highways, Friederich 
Rathje and Seth W. Cooper to vacate what was known as the 
old Wilmington road and establish a new road commencing at the 
south end of the already established road of Aug. 30, 1852, starting 
thirty chains (l,980 feet) north of the present intersection of 
Egyptian trail and Pauling road and extending south to the township 
line;--Offner road. The public highway was laid out four rods wide 
(66 feet) and the length was one hundred and ten chains (7,260 
feet). Property owners from whom land was taken to layout the 
road were paid for the relinquishment of their property: Andrew 
Ruder, $85; L. Albers, $12; C. Buchmeier, $14; H. Hoppe, $10; 
August Herbert, $14; Friedrich Pauling, $14; and John Honsinger, 
$10. Thus, Egyptian trail was completed (established) through 
Monee township. 

From whence cometh the name Egyptian trail?--the name origina
ted in the thirty-one southern most counties of lllinois wedged in 
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among large rivers. French fur traders called this land the 
.. American Bottoms" and later, in the early days of statehood, when 
crop failures threatened the existence of isolated settlements in 
northern and central Illinois, trips were make into the more 
populated southern section of the state to obtain grain. Settlers 
called such expeditions "going to Egypt" from the biblical story of 
the famine. Relevant to this Charles Robertson, in the Chicago 
Journal of Feb. 8, 1872, related the following: 

Fifty years ago, or in the summer of 1821, there was not a bushel 
of corn to be had in all central Illinois. My father settled that year 
twenty-three miles west of Springfield. We lived for a time on 
venison, blackberries, and milk. while men were gone to "Egypt" 
to harvest and procure breadstuffs. The land we improved was 
surveyed that summer. and afterward bought of the government by 
sending beeswax down the Illinois River to St. Louis in an Indian 
canoe. Thus the southern part of Illinois received the appellation of 
"Egypt" as therein indicated, because. being older. better settled 
and cultivated, it gathered corn as "the salt of the sea" and the 
settlers in the central part of the state, after the manner of the 
children of Israel in their wants, "went to Egypt to buy and bring 
from thence that they might live and not die. .. 

In the fall of 1915 Egyptian trail was officially established from 
Cairo to Chicago. It followed closely the Illinois Central railroad all 
the way and farmers living on the trail kept it in good condition by 
frequent draggings. The original trail northward from Cairo follows 
U. S. 51 to Wetaug, continues on Interstate 57 to Mt. Vernon, from 
whence it becomes Illinois 37 passing through Salem and Effingham 
where it follows Route 45 to Kankakee. The general route north out 
of Kankakee is old U. S. 54 into Chicago although it deviates from 
this course throught Peotone, Will and Monee townships before 
entering Cook county where it passes through Matteson, 
Homewood, Harvey, and Riverdale where it becomes Halsted street 
into Chicago's city limits. 

Although Egyptian trail south of Kankakee was marked previous 
to 1915, northward it was not identified. In September, 1915, the 
Kankakee Commercial Association headed a drive to complete the 
marking of the trail into Chicago. Two officers of the association, D. 
P. Cleghorn and W. C. Kranz, made. a trip over the trail between 
Kankakee and Chicago and succeeded in persuading a responsible 
man in each town to have charge of marking the trail in their 
locality . 
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The men selected were: Manteno--Otto Weber; Peotone--John P. 
F. Conrad; Monee--John P. Conrad; Richton--John Glaeser; 
Homewood--Dr. Thurston; and Harvey--A. M. Lambert. 

The emblem of the trail was placed on telephone poles at frequent 
intervals so that motorists would have no difficulty in following it. 
The markers had an artistic touch,--an orange-colored band with the 
letter "E," then a pyramid followed by the letter "T" in black. The 
marker looked like the word "EAT" with the "A" in solid black. 

The route of the trail at the time of the marking entered Monee 
township from the south at Offner road, bisected Raccoon Grove, 
entered Monee on the east side of the Illinois Central, crossed the 
railroad at First North street (Main) to Fred Deutsche's corner and 
then turned north to the Cook county line. 

It was estimated that about $50 was required from the business
men of the town to meet the expense of marking the trail. 
Merchants, it was thought were glad to contribute, as the trail 
supposedly was to bring hundreds of tourists through the towns and 
many of them would purchase en route. As the Monee Review of 
Sept. 9, 1915, so aptly put it: "Garages, hotels, restaurants, ice 
cream parlors, and dealers in postcards and notions are benefited 
when a trail passes their places of business." 

Citizens of Matteson, Homewood, Hazel Crest and Harvey were 
very enthusiastic about Egyptian trail passing through their towns. 
The Harvey Tribune at that time called attention to the fact that 
Egyptian trail was a distinctively lllinois project, for one end was at 
Cairo and the other in Chicago. The newspaper was optimistic in its 
outlook: 

The building of this great highway will do more to encourage the 
construction of good roads and to pull our fair state out of the mud 
than a,iy other one thing that can be done, for it will furnish a 
backbone through the state from which other good roads will radiate 
and eventually Illinois will not rank twenty-third in the list of states, 
but first, as a state of modern highways. 

The contract for marking Egyptian trail through Cook county into 
Chicago was let Nov. 13, 1915. 

In a few years state highway officials in Springfield became 
dubious about marked trail organizers who were active in lllinois 
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and other states in promoting and marking so-called trails. On Jan. 
31, 1925, the following statement was issued: 

Many individuals have sought to capitalize on the popular demand 
for marked cross country routes by organizing trail associations, 
collecting large sums of money from our citizens in return for 
routing trails through their cities, and giving little service in return. 
Devious. winding and twisting routes have been selected through 
some communities to satisfy the wishes of the more enthusiastic 
contributors of funds, and the traveling public oftentimes has been 
seriously inconvenienced and misled. The matter is of such 
importance that it has been considered by the State Board of 
Highway Advisors of Illinois, and by unanimous vote, they have 
refused to approve any further trail markings. 

Egyptian trail was the main north-south road through Monee 
township before Route 49 was built in the late 1920's. Township 
highway commissioners did their utmost to keep the trail in passable 
condition and with the exception of spring mud this was 
accomplished. During these years the trail was oiled in early 
summer mainly to keep down the dust and in later years gravel was 
added. In August of 1965 Egyptian trail south of Monee was 
black-topped to Timber lane. 

In 1968 a plan was devised by Will county officials to change the 
names of some main roads in the county to coincide with existing 
names of identical roads extending into Cook county. One such road 
effected by the plan was Egyptian trail which was to receive the 
new name of Central avenue to concur with Central avenue in Cook 
county. Residents of Raccoon Grove rebelled at the proposed change 
and were supported by other inhabitants of the township and 
through this combined effort the name of Egyptian trail was 
retained in the grove. 

Granted,--the name Egyptian trail is probably not as American as 
"apple pie." When writing it nearly everyone, at times, pauses to 
contemplate if the "y" or "p" comes first, and by this very act 
endows the name with individuality. 

RUTS TO ROADS 

In the mid-1800's roads for the most part were masses of mud, 
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and were categorized thus: a full load for a two-horse team could be 
carried for three months of the year; two-thirds of a load for three 
months; and a half a load for six months. Loaded farm wagons and 
narrow-tired buggi~s sank almost axle-deep in the soft mire, leaving 
water·filled cavities in their wake. To travel over these frozen ruts in 
winter caused many a carriage breakdown, to say nothing of the in
convenience induced to the passengers, both in sore muscles and 
late appointments. Most of the travelers accepted the whole lot 
good-naturedly as related in an anecdote in the book "The lllinois" 
by James Gray: 

The men ofIllinois traveled over roads that were of a singular and 
incredible badness. To cover his annoyance with his handicap, the 
settler made jokes at his own expense. A typical story was told of a 
traveler who saw a fine beaver hat lying in the mire. Thinking he 
had recovered a lost prize, he picked it up. From beneath it came an 
indignant voice saying, .'Hello, stranger. Who told you to take my 
hat off?" Discovering that there was indeed a wearer under the hat, 
the traveler hastily apologized and volunteered to pull the 
unfortunate fellow out of the mud. That was not at all necessary, the 
wearer of the hat blandly announced, he was riding, he said, a 
competent horse which had pulled him out of even worse places. 

For the convenience of the traveling public rest stops known as 
"mile-houses" were built along some of the most frequented roads. 
One of these was located in Monee township on Exchange street 
about one-half mile west of Western avenue and was operated by 
Simeon Abbott. In 1854 George Ruder bought the property from 
Abbott and the mile-house became the Ruder home. 

The legal procedure to establish a road in Monee township in the 
1850's and 60's required a petition signed by twelve or more legal 
voters residing within three miles of the proposed road. The petition 
was then presented to the township commissioners of highways, at 
that time composed of two or three men. The same procedure was 
required to vacate a road or portion of a road, such as the old 
Wilmington and Crete-Joliet roads. The original petition was filed 
with the town clerk, and as required by law copies duly posted in 
three public places for eight days prior to a public hearing. Business 
establishments of the day in which these petitions were posted were 
the F. H. Luehrs store, August Schiffer store, Hovet & Brothers 
store, Kettering hotel, Dierks flouring mill and Jacob Gloor saloon. 

The highway commissioners would examine the proposed road to 
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determine the beneficial effects, if any, of said road to the 
community. At the hearing if there were no objections, and there 
rarely were as the need for public thoroughfares was great, the road 
was approved; after which it was surveyed and platted by a 
competent surveyor: Henry M. Ward in the 1850's, and in the 60's 
George E. Dolton, deputy surveyors of Will county. 

Dates and descriptions of public roads legally established or 
vacated in Monee township at this circa: 

In the fall of 1850, Pauling road beginning at the west boundary of 
Carey township between sections 30 and 31 and extending east 
three and one-quarter miles. 
July 16, 1852, Kuersten road through the center of sections 22, 27 
and 34, north and south to intersect with the road leading from Wil
mington to Thorn Grove, being two miles, 256 rods and 23 links. 
In the summer of 1852, one mile of Goodenow road, beginning at 
Schoenstedt road and extending one mile east. 
Sept. 23, 1854, Oak road through the village of Monee and exten
ding south to Egyptian trail on the right of way of the Dlinois 
Central railroad. 
June 11, 1855, Harlem avenue between Green Garden and Carey 
townships. 
June 11, 1855, Schoenstedt road from Pauling north to where Monee 
road enters the village. 
July 11, 1855, Monee road which followed the original old Wilming
ton road through sections 1, 2, 11, 14, 15, and 22. 
July 12, 1855, Dralle road from the west boundary of Carey 
township and east for three and one-quarter miles. 
July 21, 1855, Stuenkel road from Ridgeland avenue east, a distance 
of two miles. 
July 28, 1855, the old Crete-Joliet road in sections 4 and 9 was 
legally vacated by highway commissioners Christian Klein and 
Augustus Herbert. 
Jan. 3, 1856, Monee-Manhattan road from Egyptian trail west two 
miles. 
July 25, 1857, the old section of Pauling road which ran in a crooked 
manner across the Biermann property was discontinued and a new 
road established across the Dlinois Central railroad between sections 
29 and 32. 
May 25, 1860, Crete-Monee road which began at the center line of 
section 23 and bisected section 22 extending into the village of 
Monee. 
Dec. 8, 1860, the Offner road between Monee and Will townships 
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extending the full length of the two townships.
 
Dec. 19, 1864, Stuenkel road east across the Illinois Central tracks to
 
Monee road between sections 3 and 10, and 2 and 11.
 
Mar. 28, 1865, Western avenue from Exchange street north to the
 
northeast corner of Monee township, a distance of one hundred and
 
forty-eight chains and sixty-seven links.
 
Nov. 16, 1866, Ohlendorf road between sections 22 and 27, 23 and
 
26, and 24 and 25.
 

Most of these roads continue to bear the names given when they 
were established; usually the name of one of the property owners 
living on the road. 

Early highway commissioners were always plagued with problems 
which involved "John Q. Public." From the mid-1800's through the 
early 1900's farmers removed dirt from public roads, allowed osage 
orange hedges and willows to obstruct roadways, built fences on 
road property, and neglected to cut Canada thistles growing along 
roadsides. 

A serious problem faced highway commissioners Andrew Holl, 
Carl Vring, and August Dralle back in 1893. Oak road ran along the 
east side of the lllinois Central railroad and was laid out entirely on 
the railroad right of way. In 1892 the I.C. began to build a roadbed 
for a double track and found it necessary to remove telegraph poles 
and rail fences along the west side of Oak road and reset them in 
the roadway, as the railroad had only thirty-four feet of right of way 
left from the center of the road. The following year as the 
excavation for the double track expanded the fence set on the road 
showed signs of collapsing. Oak road was dangerously narrow and 
very near the railroad tracks and horses hitched to carriages or wa
gons became extremely frightened at the passing of a train. At a 
public hearing on Feb. 21, 1893, the highway commissioners pre
sented a petition for Oak road to be widened an additional fifty feet 
which was granted and the I. C. was notified. This meant acquiring 
land owned by H. H. Vehrs adjacent to the road on the east side. 
George W. Brown, deputy surveyor of Will county, platted the new 
road and reported that one and ninety-eight hundredths acres were 
needed of the Vehrs property. A jury of six was summoned to assess 
the damages and they affixed the sum of $590 as a just 
compensation for Vehrs which he accepted. 

The importance farmers placed on the value of property became 
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evident in 1907. A prominent landowner in northwestern Monee 
township was notified to move his fence off the public road right of 
way. He refused and informed the highway commissioners that the 
fence stood in the same place for the last thirteen years and there it 
would stay. The disagreement was finally settled in court, and 
evidence showed the first fence was built in 1865, after which, 
whenever the fence was rebuilt from time to time it was set out 
farther and farther on the road right of way. The farmer lost the 
case, was fined $10, and ordered to move the fence back to his 
property line. 

The mode of transportation of 1919, (left to right) Mrs. Henry (Sophie) Mueller, 
Mrs. Henry (Martha) Peters and Vilas Peters. 

Courtesy of Emmert Mueller 

Around the turn of the century farmers assisted the highway 
commissioners in maintaining the country roads. They received $1 
per mile for dragging and were also paid for filling washouts, 
cutting brush, team work, and repairing bridges and culverts. This 
caused township equipment, used by the farmers, to be scattered 
among them, and at times difficult to trace. To solve the problem, in 
1897 the commissioners decided to build a tool shed 24 x 32 feet to 
house equipment, such as graders and scrapers. Property for this 
purpose was leased on the Fred Deutsche farm west of the village at 
$5 per annum. The contract was let to David Kachel for $28, and 
Carl Kurze was hired to paint the building for $5. By the mid-1920's 
the building had outlived its usefulness and was sold at pUblic 
auction Aug. 1, 1925, to Louis Buchmeier for $37. 
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In the spring of 1963 town officials purchased two-thirds of an 
acre of land from the lllinois Central railroad located several 
hundred feet south of Mill street; bounded by the railroad on the 
east and Egyptian trail on the west. A 40 x 80-foot pole-type 
building of corrugated steel was erected on the site. It houses road 
equipment and a 20 x 20-foot office and meeting room. Total 
cost of the land and building was approximately $8,000. Upon 
completion it was annexed into the village proper. The structure has 
proved an asset to the town and provides a place for elected officials 
to "hang their hats." 

HIGHWAYS ACROSS THE PRAIRIES 

The incessant increase of the automobile in the early 1900's 
brought with it a problem that could not be side-stepped for long; 
the need for additional and lasting roads; hence, the birth of the 
paved highway. 

Excerpts from the Monee Review of Oct. 19, 1922, explain the 
situation rather thoroughly: 

The traffic on the Dixie highway from Chicago south to Momence 
is becoming so congested that it is dangerous to drive on it, 
especially on holidays and Sundays and when the Egyptian trail is 
concreted from Kankakee to the south the Dixie will be unable to 
care for this additional traffic. Road officiais of Cook county, 
foreseeing this congestion on the Dixie, already are taking steps to 
toncrete another highway to the west of Westem avenue running 
south to the Will county line to take care of the extra traffic. This is 
the Cicero avenue road and the grading and building of bridges is 
now under way, preparatory to starting the concrete work next 
spring. Cicero avenue hits the north Will county line one-half mile 
west of the Illinois Central and it is part of the Egyptian trail as 
originally marked. 

Early in 1928 action was taken to acquire a right of way for the 
proposed new forty-foot wide Route 49. On Apr. 4, 1928, settlement 
was made by Will and Kankakee counties with the Chicago and 
Interurban Traction Co. for the purchase of the old streetcar line 
right of way in the two counties. Beginning at Indian Oaks, the new 
highway was scheduled to follow the interurban right of way to 
Monee. The right of way was only fifty feet wide and since a 
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ninety-foot strip was needed for the four-lane highway, it became 
necessary to acquire additional land. in Monee township Mrs. Mary 
Gorman was the first to sign the easement papers for the right of 
way through her property. Land owners received a settlement on the 
basis of $250 per acre. 

Route 49 was surveyed to cross the lllinois Central south of 
Monee at the substation bridge and swing around a curve of large 
radius to the south end of Walnut street, which it followed through 
the village. From the north end of Walnut street it curved to the 
east to the I. C. right of way. At this point it ran along the west side 
of the railroad to the Cook county line. Heavy grades at Raccoon 
Grove were left to settle before the pavement was laid and the 
public had to contend with gravel gaps for nearly three years before 
completed in the summer of 1931. 

Work on the south end of Cicero avenue, Route 50, was done 
simultaneously with that of Route 49. The pouring of concrete 
~outhward on Cicero began May 9, 1929, at the intersection of Sauk 
trail; north of here was completed the previous year. On June 26, 
1929, the south end of Cicero was officially opened to the public. . 

In September, 1932, it was announced that Route 49 was selected 
as one of fourteen "World's Fair" highways leading to Chicago's 
1933 International Exposition. The road was named the "Midway 
Route" after one of the most interesting features of the exposition, 
and marked with eighteen-inch metal enameled signs bearing an 
emblem of a clown and fastened to metal standards. 

Trees were planted along Route 49 through Monee township in 
the spring of 1934 but unfortunately they were elm and a greater 
part of them have been destroyed by the Dutch elm disease. 

As U. S. 54 closely parallels several interstate routes which attract 
most of the through traffic, it is no longer considered a main 
highway which should bear a route number. In the fall of 1-971 the 
division of highways received approval from the U. S. route number 
subcommittee of the American Association of State Highway 
Officials to eliminate U. S. Route 54 between its present terminus in 
Chicago and its junction with U. S. 36 west of Pittsfield. South of its 
intersection with lllinois Route 50 (Cicero avenue) it was 
redesignated as Route 50. 

In August, 1959, the lllinois division of highways announced a 
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new divided four-lane highway would be built from Chicago to Cairo 
and would be marked Interstate Route 57, and that it would cross 
Monee township west of the village limits. On Oct. 31, 1968, I-57 
from Kankakee to 1-80 in the Chicago suburbs was opened for 
traffic. The highway was completed in the state when the last 
section was opened between Buckley and Rantoul, Nov. 20, 1971. It 
is Illinois' longest interstate stretching the length of the 
carrot-shaped state. One of the major interchanges of I-57 is at the 
Monee-Manhattan road and provides access for local residents. 

The moccasined footsteps of the Pottawatomie, Ottawa and 
Sauk--Iong silent; the clippety-clop of hoofbeats on country 
lanes--now silent too; the hum of tires on paved highways: all echo 
the sounds heard for over a century and a half as Indian, pioneer, 
and modern man progressively built the network of roads that 
traverse Monee township today. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

RACCOON GROVE 

and there remained the grove . 
1I Kings 13:6 

COON GROVE 

Illinois has been known as the Prairie State for so long that few 
people, even Illinoisans themselves, realize the vast amount of 
forested land the state contains. According to statistics from the 
University of Illinois, forest resources occupy eleven per cent of the 
state's total area. That's nearly four million acres. This may sound 
large for Illinois but it's a vast drop from the acres of timber the 
Indians enjoyed. According to the best estimates, the Illinois 
forests, as the Indians knew them, covered about forty percent of 
the state. Today, Illinois forests are concentrated mainly in the 
southern one-third of the state; stands elsewhere being largely 
distributed on rough land near creeks and rivers. About ninety per 
cent of all Illinois timber is in farm woodlands such as Raccoon 
Grove. 

Originally, Will county was largely rolling prairies but there were 
groves in different parts of it, and looked at a distance, like islands 
rising out of a sea of green. In those days the names of groves were 
the only designation by which a settlement was known. In eastern 
Will county the pioneer settler did not go to Monee or Crete but to 
Coon or Thorn grove. 

One of the first, if not the first, settler of Raccoon Grove was John 
Housinger and his family. Housinger enlisted in the U. S. Army at 
the outbreak of the Mexican War and served until the end of 
hostilities. In 1848 he acquired 126 acres of land in Carey township 
which included the northeastern edge of Raccoon Grove. The same 
year Housinger married a widow, Mrs. August Dressler, and they 
lived with the Indians in the grove while a log cabin was being built 
on their land. Dora Dressler, daughter of Mrs. Housinger, was nine 
years old when her step-father and mother moved to Raccoon Grove. 
She married Henry Stassen July 20, 1859, and lived on a farm in 
Green Garden township the rest of her life. In the 1860's John 
Housinger moved to Tree Oaks, Mich., and in 1878 to Ellsworth 
county, Kan., where he died Jan. 1, 1893. The Housinger home
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stead in Raccoon Grove became the property of Henry and Dora 
Stassen who named it "Wayside Meadows;" their son, Albert and 
his family resided there until November, 1934; when they moved to 
Grand Junction, Colo. 

That the Pottawatomies occupied Raccoon Grove before the white 
man is still evidenced today as frequently arrow heads are found in 
surrounding fields. On occasion Indians would go into the village of 
Monee and roam through the streets; if their nostrils caught the 
tantalizing aroma of freshly baked bread, they would go to the 
house, rap at the door, and ask for food. Although these Indians 
supposedly were friendly the frightened housewife readily granted 
their request as visions of having her scalp removed raced through 
her head. 

Illinois has 134 distinct species of trees and although many of 
these can be found in Raccoon Grove, the bulk of the trees are oak, 
maple, black walnut, hickory and ash. Most of the elm became 
victims of the Dutch .elm disease so prevalent the past few years. In 
the spring and summer wild flowers,--spring beauties, .violets, 
trillium, jack-in-the-pulpit, Dutchman' s-breeches, bluebells, butter
cups, etc., bloom profusely. Various birds, including the 
troublesome crows, frequent the trees. Animals--squirrels, rabbits 
raccoons and opossums are common. Sloughs, formed in the 
lowlands, and small creeks are breeding places for muskrat, mink, 
and weasel. Rock creek which has its head waters in Raccoon Grove 
flows into the Illinois Central creek east of the railroad and empties 
into Lake Downs. 

Raccoon Grove is part of the original Indian reservation granted to 
the daughters of Marie Bailly in the Treaty of Camp Tippecanoe of 
1832. William B. Ogden of Chicago purchased the reservation in 
1851 and had it platted into small tracts of acreage which were sold 
to local residents. Thus, different sections of the grove became 
identified with the owner's name followed by the word "woods," as 
Freese's woods. Familiar names associated thus were: Pauling, 
Harms, Albers, Gorman, Ziemer, Mauer, Offner, Ruder and 
Cellarius; many of these "woods" became favorite picnic areas. 

The cyclone of 1917 swept through the grove and left a night
marish sight in its wake,--trees twisted, broken and uprooted; but 
time has a healing effect,--young saplings began to thrive and the 
grove' was saved. Evidence of mounds created by the uprooted trees 
are still visible and some imaginative people believe them to be 
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Indian burial mounds. 

Another hazard .that threatens the grove on occasion is that of 
fire. On Oct. 23, 1904, a fire in Ziemer's grove burned nearly five 
acres of timber before it was brought under control. It was started 
by hunters in a hollow tree to smoke out a squirrel and they left it, 
unaware that it would spread. On Nov. 16, 1919, a Sunday 
afternoon, fire broke out in the Albers' section of the grove and 
farmers and townspeople rushed to the scene. The ground was 
covered with dry wood, leaves, and debris, an aftermath of the 
cyclone. and it was believed hunters dropped a match or lighted 
cigarette among the dry leaves. The fire swept through about 
five acres before it was extinguished. Again on July 7, 1936, a 
number of acres of timber burned. The fire was discovered by 
motorists on Route 49 south of Oakdell grove. The Monee, Peotone, 
and Matteson fire departments were called and the three companies 
and an army of men fought the blaze for about four hours before 
they had it under control. Because it was so hot and dry the entire 
grove was threatened for a time. 

In the late 1920's and early 30's August Silander established a 
nursery north of Raccoon Grove on the east side of Egyptian trail 
which thrived for a few years. Homes occupy the area today but 
evidence of the nursery can still be seen. 

P. Jay Davis
 

Courtesy of Mrs. Geraldine (Davis) Fehland
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The P. Jay Davis family became the first to establish a home in 
the present Raccoon Grove community. Mr. and Mrs. Davis 
purchased five acres of land on the east side of Egyptian trail from 
Mrs. Alice Lazwell and in August, 1940, moved from Harvey, Ill., 
into their rustic, log-siding home. Mr. Davis was born Aug. 5, 1892, 
and was taught to knit by Red Cross workers in 1918 while 
hospitalized during the flu epidemic. On Dec. 10, 1924, he married 
Mary V. Langan and they became the parents of ten children. In the 
ensuing years he made afgans, scarves and sweaters but his favorite 
pastime was knitting baby booties. He gave a pair of booties in 
exchange for a picture of the baby and was very proud of his album 
of baby pictures. In 1962 he completed his 1,000 pair of booties. 
John Kennedy Jr. was a recipient of a pair of booties when his 
father was president of the United States. Mrs. Davis died Nov. 23, 
1960, and Mr. Davis, Apr. 2, 1970. A distinguished gentleman, "P. 
J .. , will long be remembered by his neighbors as the patriarch of 
Raccoon Grove. 

In the mid-1940's James Davis purchased the Frank Huckins 
farm, originally the Henry Pauling homestead, which is partially 
wooded, along with other timberland totaling approximately 200 
acres. He subdivided a large portion of this wooded land into acre 
home sites and because of the natural virgin beauty, it soon became 
a favorite residential area. Winding scenic lanes,--Sylvan, Timber 
and Oak Brook, lead off Egyptian trail and form a network of outlets 
for many residents. 

Civic-minded residents wishing to retain the beauty of the grove 
held an organizational meeting at the home of P. Jay Davis Sept. 
29, 1956, and formed the Raccoon Grove Improvement Association. 
Through the succeeding years the association has been influential to 
some degree in controlling the development of the area. 

Although not incorporated, by the early 1970's approximately one 
hundred homes were found scattered throughout the Raccoon Grove 
area. 

OAKDELL PARK 

In mid-December of 1907 the Chicago and Southern Traction Co. 
conceived an idea to develop a recreational park in Raccoon Grove 
on a tract of land lying east of their electric car line. They 
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considered this an ideal location as it was the only wooded area ad
jacent to their trolley line between Chicago and Kankakee. They 
secured an option from Mrs. Sophia Ziemer, owner of the 75 acres 
involved, but anon the option expired and the plan with it. 

Although abandoned by the traction company, the idea took root 
among the influential of Monee. The Monee Amusement Co. was 
formed with local residents as stockholders. In June, 1908, they 
leased Ziemer's grove and laid our a picnic grounds and baseball 
diamond. Constructed, at the same time, was a large pavilion for 
dancing and vaudeville entertainment. The newly formed club spent 
about $2,500 in preparation. No intoxicants were sold at the park as 
it was to be a pleasure site of the highest caliber. A number of 
concessions, such as a shooting gallery, occupied shady spots near 
the pavilion,--these were operated by Carl Kurze. 

Immediately the new park attracted many; an account of the first 
picnic was given in the Monee Review, July 10, 1908: 

The people ofMonee and vicinity celebrated July 4 at the opening 
of the new, beautiful Oakdell Park, the former Ziemer Grove. The 
first picnic at the new park drew large crowds from the surrounding 
territory. Large numbers came by the interurban electric cars and 
many drove to the park. It is considered the best park between 
Kankakee and Chicago. 

A Chicago orchestra furnished the music for afternoon and 
evening dancing. The electric linemen completed the wiring of the 
pavilion during the day and when the current was turned on the 
large 50 by ZOO-foot building was beautifully illuminated with 
incandescent lights. The pavilion is completely under roof and sports 
the finest of maple floors. 

Some complaints were made because of inadequate service 
rendered by the electric line in transporting passengers, but the 
traffic superintendent did his utmost and all cars of the line were in 
use, but the traffic was too heavy for them to handle without some 
friction. 

On July 14, 1908, ten days following the first picnic, the new 
dancing pavilion was completely destroyed by fire but this did not 
dampen the spirits of the stockholders. (See Major Disasters 
Chapter) Within a week they decided to rebuild the dance hall and 
employed a watchman to remain on the premises at all times. 
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The publics' enthusiasm for the new recreational park remained in 
spite of the absence of the pavilion; the Sunday following the fire, a 
crowd of 400 to 500 witnessed a baseball game in which the Monee 
"Merry Widow" team defeated a team from Chicago Heights in a 
one-sided contest, the score, 20 to 2. 

The rebuilding of the new pavilion began immediately and on 
Aug. 9 hundreds were again dancing the light fantastic to the 
strains of a Chicago orchestra. 

The next few years the popularity of Oakdell Park exceeded all 
expectations as can be seen in newspaper accounts of just two of 
these picnics: 

One of the largest crowds ever seen in Monee or vicinity came 
to Oakdell Park Sunday in five special trains from Chicago over the 
I.C. railroad to attend the 18th annual picnic of the employees of 
Siegel Cooper and Co. A band accompanied each train to entertain 
the crowds en route. 

The weather was ideal for a picnic and the program which had 
some feature for every hour of the day was carried out successfully. 
A large tent seating 5.000 people was filled to overflowing at two 
theatrical performances. 

Races and a baseball game interested many. The game between 
the Siegel Cooper team and the Oakdell team was won by the 
former by a score of 10 to 4. 

The star attraction of the day was the aeroplane flight by H. W. 
Powers. a Chicago aviator. in a Curtis biplane. 

The machine was set up in the Pauling meadow opposite the park 
and during the day thousands of spectators viewed the machine at 
close range and plied the aviator with questions. A stiff breeze from 
the north was blowing all day and not until 7 p. m. did it calm 
enough to attempt the flight. For an hour before. the railroad land 
and road were packed with thousands ofpeople, all eager to see the 
flight. 

Promptly at 7 0 'clock the machine was taken from the tent and 
wheeled to the top of the hill. A few moments later the engine was 
started and soon the biplane rose gently from the ground and 
started north gradually rising higher and making a circle of about 

106 



two miles in circumference. Mr. Powers had complete control of his 
machine but did not attempt any fancy stunts which usually end 
disastrously. After circling the field several times he came down 
within a few feet of the spot from which he started. He was cheered 
by thousands of happy spectators. 

The first train returned to Chicago at 8 0 'clock and every half
hour thereafter another started. The cars were filled with a tired but 
happy picnic crowd. 

About 5.000 employees of the large store and their families 
attended the picnic and the officials having charge of the affair pro
nounced it the best they ever had. 

Crowds from Monee. Peotone and surrounding towns were here 
by the hundreds. The large dancing pavilion. advertised on the 
program as the best in Illinois. was taxed to its utmost capacity. The 
Monee Review. July 21. 1911. 

The I. C. railroad employees picnic at Oakdell Saturday was 
largely attended. about 12.000 being present. Fourteen trains were 
required to get the people to the park. The I. C. band furnished the 
music. Races and ball games were the other amusements. Purses of 
about $200 were given out for races and sports. Everything was free 
for the employees. 

six steers were roasted to feed the people. besides thousands of 
loaves of bread. a carload of bananas. 100 gallons of oysters and 
great quantities of peanuts. lemonade and other edibles. 

A large number of Monee citizens attended the picnic. The Monee 
Review. Sept. 8. 1911. 

The Claude Bruner orchestra of Kankakee played for nearly all 
the weeky dances and special picnic affairs at Oakdell and traveled 
via the electric trolley to and from the park. 

The Monee Amusement Co. which conducted picnics and dances 
at Oakdell Park for ten years sold the pavilion and other buildings in 
June. 1918, to Mrs. Sophia Ziemer, owner of the timberland on 
which the buildings stood. 
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The old dance hall remained for many years and was torn down 
by a wrecking company from Kankakee in May of 1936. 

RACCOON GROVE FOREST PRESERVE 

Woodman, spare that tree! 
Touch not a single bough! 

In youth it sheltered me, 
And I'll protect it now. 

From "Woodman, Spare That Tree·" 
by George P. Morris, written in 1864 

Interest was aroused to develop a recreational site in the Monee 
area, and at the township election of Apr. 2, 1935, residents voted 
upon a proposition to issue bonds to the amount of $8,500 for the 
purpose of procuring a small park. The referendum was defeated, 
329 to 154. 

Two years later the Forest Preserve District of Will county 
immediately became interested in the old Oakdell Park timberland 
when it was offered for sale in July, 1937. Containing a fraction over 
57 acres, the board of commissioners realized the importance of 
preserving a part of Raccoon Grove for a recreational site in eastern 
Will county. 

At a special meeting of the board of commissioners of the Forest 
Preserve District held Nov. 23, 1937, commissioner Henry 
Seehausen, chairman of the committee on real estate, presented to 
the board a proposition to purchase the Raccoon Grove site. 

The owners, George B. Geuther, Helen M. Geuther, Edith 
Werner, Amelia Flaherty and Augusta Alexander, informed the 
Forest Preserve District the 57.72 acres could be purchased for 
$6,000 on time payments or for $5,800 cash. The board of 
commissioners unanimously agreed to purchase the land for the 
cash offer. 

The heavily timbered land is one of the most picturesque forest 
preserves in all of Will county. It is a popular area for planned 
outings, family picnics, and nature walks. A winding lane through 
the well-kept picnic grounds, a shelter with a natural stone 
fireplace, a fine well and nature trails are inviting features. 
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CHAPTER IX 

POLITICS 

" ... they that handle the law.... " 
Jer. 2:8 

TOWN GOVERNMENT 

"Government is a trust, and the officers of the government are 
trustees; and both the trust and trustees are created for the benefit 
of the people." 

Henry Clay 

The town form of government originated in New England. When 
the Pilgrims came to America one of the first things they did was to 
draw up the Mayflower Compact, by which they organized 
themselves into "a civill body politick" for electing officers and 
making laws for the general good of the colony. 

At the annual town meeting qualified voters transacted and 
managed all matters of public interest openly and fearlessly. They 
voted to tax themselves for roads and schools and in early days, 
even the support of the church and waging of war on the Indians 
were settled at these meetings. Here town officials gave annual 
reports and if they conducted matters badly their fellow-citizens 
were apt to lash them with sharp criticism. Thomas Jefferson said 
the New England town meeting had proved itself the "wisest inven
tion ever devised by the wit of man for the perfect exercise of 
self-government.' , 

The constitution of the State of Illinois of 1848 stated that: . 'the 
General Assembly shall provide, by a general law, for a township 
organization." In accordance with this, the annual town meeting of 
Monee has been held on the first Tuesday of April since the 
organization of Carey (Monee and Will) township" Apr. 2, 1850. 

The first officials of Carey township, elected in 1850, were Samuel 
W. Cooper, supervisor; J. E. Phillips, assessor; and William H. 
Newton, clerk. 

Many of the earliest records of Carey township were destroyed 
when the home of William H. Newton burned in the spring of 1853. 
A brown suede-covered book in the files of Monee township contains 
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the first preserved minutes of town proceedings, beginning with the 
town meeting of Apr. 5, 1853. At this meeting a law was passed to 
prevent all swine and sheep from running at large, or in other 
words, they were not to be considered a free commoner, further, the 
owner of each and every such animal found at large would be 'liable 
to a fine of fifty cents for each and every offence, the fine to go to 
the support and benefit of common schools. 

At the Apr. 6, 1858, town meeting a law was passed that, "cattle 
and horses shall not run at large at night; also that hogs and sheep 
shall not run at large day or night without a shepherd." 

In 1859 the inhabitants of Carey township desired to divide into 
two townships and petitions to this effect were accordingly 
presented to the Will county board of supervisors, who ordered a 
division, with boundaries and names as indicated. The southern 
section chose the name of Will. The village of Monee having been 
established and so named, the old name of Carey was dropped and 
the name Monee adopted for the northern section. 

In 1869 there was a move to form another new county, with 
Monee as the county seat, out of the townships of Bloom and Rich 
from Cook county; and Frankfort, Green Garden, Peotone, Will, 
Monee, Crete and Washington from Will county. The plan never 
materialized. 

To the present day the phrase "town government" has caused 
confusion in this section of the United States as some associate it 
with village government. The term "town" when meaning township 
is a New England expression, while in the Midwest and West the 
word "town" is used interchangeably with village or small city. 

The town meeting has increasingly ceased to be an effective 
means of government. It is estimated that today not five per cent of 
the voters of the state attend the annual town meeting. 

The complete roster of supervisors who have served Carey and 
Monee townships since 1850 follows: 

Carey Township
 
Samuel W. Cooper, 1850-51
 

John S. Holland, 1851-54
 
George Baker, 1854-55
 

Bernard Sheridan, 1855-56
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David Milliken, 1856-59
 

Monee Township
 
Oscar Kohler, 1859-63
 

August Boehl, 1885-88
 

John Kolstedt, 1894-1902
 

Augustus Herbert, 1863-65
 
Edward Howard, 1865-66
 

Arno Voss, 1866-68
 
Samuel W. Cooper, 1868-69
 

John Griffiths, 1869-73
 
John Kolstedt, 1873-76
 
Luebbe Albers, 1876-78
 
John Kolstedt, 1878-81
 

Phillip Bischmann, 1881-85
 

Simon Miller, 1888-94
 

Edo R. Freese, 1902-14
 
John P. Conrad, 1914-33
 

Edward C. Lehmann, 1933-37
 
John P. Conrad, 1937-41
 

Fred C. Holl, 1941-57
 
John P. Tomberlin, 1957-61
 

John Urbon, 1961-65
 
Allan DeMuth, 1965

"GRASS ROOTS" 

I can not too earnestly invite you to the closest personal 
attention to party and political causes and the primary meetings of 
your respective parties. They constitute that which goes to make up 
at last the popular will. They lie at the basis of all true reform. It 
will not do to hold yourself aloof from politics and parties. If the 
party is wrong, make it better; that's the business of the true 
partisan and good, citizen. 

William McKinley 

When Will county was organized in 1836, it marked the beginning 
of "grass roots" government. That same year the first county 
election was held the first Tuesday of March in the ten designated 
precincts in the county with election jUdges named in each precinct, 
and the place selected where the election would be held. What is 
today Monee and Crete townships were' joined together as one 
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voting precinct and called Thorn Creek precinct. Election notices 
posted throughout these two townships contained the following 
information: Precinct No.9: Thorn Creek (Town 34), in Ranges 13 
and 14 (Monee and Crete). Election at the house of Minoris Beebe, 
located in a heavy belt of timber along Plum Creek known as 
Beebe's Grove. 

Conscientious-minded citizens in Monee township have worked in 
politics for their respective parties and good government down 
through the years. The township has had staunch "dyed-in-the
wool" Republicans and Democrats who have never changed their 
party support no matter what. The township has always leaned 
Republican but on occasion candidates from opposite slates have 
upset tradition. Both major parties organized clubs in eastern Will 
county; the Democrats Oct. 22, 1961, and the Republicans in 
January, 1962. The purpose of these clubs: to promote and advance 
the policies of the two parties through "coffees" and "workshops" 
and to acquaint the populace with the candidates. 

Three Illinois governors are known to have visited Monee during 
their terms in office. In the mid and late 1800's Richard J. Oglesby, 
three-time Republican governor, was an occasional guest at the old 
Kettering hotel during local political rallies. Governor Charles S. 
Deneen addressed a large crowd of Monee voters Oct. 23, 1912; he 
spoke from his automobile at Sonneborns' corner in support of 
President Howard Taft. Governor Len Small visited the Monee fair 
Sept. 25, 1924, and at the grandstand addressed the largest 
audience ever assembled at the fair grounds. It was estimated 
10,000 people attended that day. 

Sonneborns' corner and East Main St. in 1912 when 
Gov. Charles S. Deneen visited Monee. 

112 



Tom Pappas, Monee's popular ice cream man, had the pleasure 
on Nov. 9, 1929, of serving Charles Curtis, Vice President of the 
United States under President Herbert Hoover (1929-33). This dis
tinguished guest and his party attended a football game at 
Champaign and witnessed the defeat of Army by the mini, and were 
en route to Chicago. Arriving in Monee the group turned off the 
highway and stopped at the Pappas ice cream parlor for 
refreshments. 

A local personage, W. Robert Blair of Park Forest, Monee 
township, Republican State Representative of the 41st District 
since 1964, was elected Speaker of the lllinois House of 
Representatives, 77th General Assembly, when it convened Jan. 6, 
1971. 

The political structure and electives of Monee township have 
traveled far, at times over rough terrain, from the Thorn Creek 
precinct it shared with Crete township back in 1836 to providing the 
State Speaker of the House in 1971. 

A CAMPAIGN CAPER 

Local politicians in the early years occasionally became involved 
in national politics and campaigned vigorously. In the presidential 
election of 1860 which sent Abraham Lincoln to the White House 
that old adage that "pOlitics make strange bedfellows" proved true 
for a couple of well-known Joliet attorneys. 

They had been advertised to speak at a Democratic rally in 
Monee. It was an evening meeting and the orators of the occasion 
started early across the country intending to have a rousing good 
time before they returned. The twenty-four miles of almost open 
prairie between Joliet and Monee were all good long miles with no 
"dram shops" en route so there was nothing to do but bide their 
time. They were mighty thirsty when they reached their destination; 
Adam Sachs' hostelry in Monee. (Sachs' hotel was located at the 
southwest corner of Pinewood lane and Astor place, a block east of 
the railroad.) 

It seems that Adam was expecting them, and had laid in an ample 
supply of beer for the occasion. He was very busy for a while after 
the arrival of the orators, but he was an old hand at the business, 
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and soon had them full, clear up. Mrs. Sachs had provided the 
travelers with a bountiful supper, but there was no room for food. 
They ascertained from Adam that the rally was at the schoolhouse; 
locked arms and started for the gathering. 

People had traveled from far and near for the rally, filling the 
schoolhouse to overflowing. A chairman was selected and then they 
waited for the speakers. They did not arrive and so a committee was 
appointed to go and look for them, as it was well-known that they 
had reached the village. Sachs informed the committee that the 
speakers had been gone an hour and should have reached the 
schoolhouse long ago. Beyond the fact of their departure, no trace of 
them could be found. 

A report was made at the rally, and the whole audience turned 
detectives and searched for the missing orators. The entire village 
was ransacked for them, then the outskirts, even out on the prairie. 
Finally about midnight they were found asleep, safely locked in each 
other's arms, in a vacant lot that had overgrown with weeds, some 
distance from the schoolhouse. Apparently they had wandered into 
the weed patch, became very tired, stopped to rest and fell asleep, 
utterly oblivious of the great anxiety for their safety. They were 
taken back to the hotel and put to bed. 

The next morning they returned to Joliet and told of the 
successful rally at Monee. 

THE GRANT-GREELEY CAMPAIGN 

Early campaign rallies were "splendiferous" affairs filled with 
enthusiasm that remained long in the memory of those who 
participated in the festivities. John P. F. Conrad, a pioneer resident 
of Peotone, back in 1931 recalled being in a parade at a Republican 
rally in Monee in 1872 during the Ulysses Grant-Horace Greeley 
campaign. A brass band and a men's quartette furnished the enter
tainment. One of the songs that made a big hit was entitled, "Little 
Brown Jug How I Love Thee." 

There was a big parade headed by the band and followed by a 
white horse decorated with flowers and flags with a rider dressed to 
represent "Uncle Sam," followed by a mule decorated with carrots, 
beets and turnips, his tail covered with burdocks, representing the 
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Greeley party. Hundreds of citizens bearing torches, marching 
through the streets, attended the meeting place where speakers 
addressed the audience. A fine luncheon was served by the 
Republican women of Monee. 

Another stirring event of the Grant-Greeley campaign occurred 
when Senator Carl Schurz of Missouri made a political speech in 
Monee. Senator Schurz, statesman and staunch friend of Abraham 
Lincoln during the Civil War years, later served as Secretary of 
Interior in the cabinet of President Rutherford B. Hayes (1877-81). 
He was well-known in Monee, as he was the brother-in-law of 
August Schiffer, a local merchant, and occasionally visited in town. 
At the time of his speech Main street was not opened across the 
railroad and decorated arches were erected from the walk at the 
depot through which the distinguished senator was escorted to a 
waiting carriage and then to the Congregational Church yard where 
he spoke to a large mass meeting of eastern Will county citizens. 

THE WEAKER SEX REBELS 

Women in politics! !--hogwash!--so voiced our unsuspecting 
forefathers. Susan B. Anthony, the gallant woman who inaugrated 
the struggle for women's rights, joined by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
argued the case for woman suffrage up and down the country. In 
1889 various local suffrage groups merged to form the 
National-American Woman Suffrage Association, and it became a 
powerful voice in Washington. Fourteen years after Susan B. 
Anthony's death; on Aug. 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution was ratified. The amendment states: 
"The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 
of sex." Susan B. Anthony had won her case. 

In the 1800's men as a whole argued that women should attend to 
their domestic duties and not interfere with men's prerogatives. Yet 
it seemed they desired the presence of the ladies at political 
functions; the Peotone Eagle of Sept. 15, 1878, says as much: "Gen. 
John A. Logan, Hon. P. C. Hayes and Col. S. W. Munn, will speak 
on the political issues of the day at Coon Grove, midway between 
Peotone and Monee, Sept. 20 at 2 p.m. Ladies are invited." 

A newspaper account of the proceedings of a political rally held at 
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Peotone, Oct. 20, 1888, and written by a "male" Peotonian 
appeared in the Joliet Republic Sun: 

Probably not less than a thousand people were in Peotone 
Saturday evening. Honorable Daniel Paddock was billed to address 
the people of Peotone on the issues of the day. He did it, too, that is 
as many as could get within hearing of his voice. I regret to say that 
a number of dizzy girls and perhaps one or more giddy widows, 
aided by some half a dozen ''jast voters" made such a noise and 
buzzing that a great many on the outskirts of the crowd could not 
hear the speaker because of this annoyance. The evening was 
ushered in by a torchlight procession fully a quarter of a mile long. 
Representatives from Monee. Manteno, Wilton Center and other 
places were in line. Fully a half a hundred ladies formed in the 
procession in uniform, making a very pretty showing. Eighteen or 
twenty boys of Peotone, with uniforms and carrying brooms, also 
marched. The whole affair was a marked success. 

Let me give my lady friends a suggestion. God made us with two 
eyes, two ears and only one mouth, therefore. He probably intended 
we should see twice as much as we speak, and also we should hear 
twice as much as we speak. 

Carry Nation may have fought with bonnet, book and hatchet but 
a local resident of the weaker sex employed her own weapon and 
tactics in some very unlady-Iike behavior. The Monee Review of 
Aug. 27, 1914, described the incident: 

For a few moments early last Wednesday evening it seemed as 
though the European War had been transferred to Oak street in 
front of Miller's Store. Innocent spectators in close proximity to the 
approaching battle hiked for cover when hostilities started. From 
their hiding places they claim they saw a militant suffragette with 
an umbrella pummeling the heads of two prominent citizens who 
were actively engaged in ducking the blows. As war news is being 
withheld from. the press nowadays we are unable to give further 
particulars and can only say that all parties in the battle escaped 
without serious injuries. 

With the addition of women to voting lists, immediately the fair 
sex became the victims of numerous jokes instigated by men, but 
the women in self-defense retaliated with a few of their own: 

A wife hearing a voice come out of the loud speaker of the new 
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radio set, shouting, "We point with pride and view with alarm... !" 
would ask her politically-minded husband, "Is that a Republican or 
Democrat speaking, pa?" 

"I don't know," he'd reply, "I tuned in after the announcement." 

In stating the returns for Monee township in the Apr. 7, 1921, 
election, ye editor of the Monee Review made the following 
comment: "Women to the number of SS broke the ice by casting 
their first vote and they acquitted themselves admirably, no 
defective women's ballots being voted." Hurrah for the 
women!--politics are sure full of surprises. 

Women's voice in the government did not stop at the ballot box 
as can be seen from the following article appearing in the local 
newspaper Feb. 26, 1924: 

In many townships in Illinois the women are becoming candidates 
for township offices. The attorney general of the state holds that 
women may hold the offices for which they vote. The job of 
collecting the taxes seems to be the favorite with the new franchised 
voters. just as it is with the men. This shows that the ladies are 
wide-awake to the value of the best jobs. for the collectorship is 
about the softest snap of the whole list of offices. We are inclined to 
believe that women will prove popular as collectors with the 
taxpayers. A woman will not sit around with a big black cigar stuck 
in her face ready to blow the smoke into the faces of mere men who 
come in to dig up their taxes. 

"The hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the world." 
so said American poet William Ross Wallace (1819-81). 
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CHAPTER X 

EDUCATION 

, ' every one having knowledge . 
Neh. 10:28 

BOOKS AND BLACKBOARDS 

Still sits the schoolhouse by the road, 
A ragged beggar sunning; 

Around it still the sumachs grow, 
And blackberry-vines are running. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 

The first school in Carey township was established in 1836 in the 
Thorn Grove area and was taught by Otis Phillips who carne from 
the state of New York. The schoolhouse was a little cabin owned by 
Phillips and stood on the perimeter of the township between 
sections 1 and 12. All schools in the state of Illinois at this date 
were supported by private means, consequently this was a sUbscrip
tion school. It was not until February, 1855, that the General 
Assembly of the State of Illinois passed "An Act to establish and 
maintain a system of free schools." Phillips lived and taught in 
Thorn Grove for several years and then moved to Wisconsin where 
he remained. He is, without a doubt, entitled to the honor of 
"pioneer schoolmaster" of Monee township. 

From this small beginning, schools sprang up all over the 
township and the Thorn Grove school, later located at the 
intersection of Exchange street and Monee road, became District 
No. 1. In August, 1901, a new law was passed requiring that 
districts be numbered by counties instead of townships. Thereafter, 
Thorn Grove school was District 177. 

Rural schools were usually identified by the name of a family 
living nearest the school: Dralle, Schannen, Rabe, Deutsche, 
Fehland and Zirzow were those located in Monee township. These 
schools were established to furnish elementary, and in a limited 
degree, secondary instruction and were known as "rural knowledge 
shops." The country schoolhouse was a familiar object of the 
landscape, usually painted white, and stood in a field or school 
ground, lonesome and alone;--"a ragged beggar sunning." There 
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was but one door which normally opened into the cloakroom, 
where, lined up in disorderly fashion were coats, galoshes, and a 
variety of lunch containers from syrup pails to the "real thing" 
owned by the more fortunate children. From the schoolroom door 
could be seen the central heating system; a pot-bellied stove, the 
heat regulated by the amount of coal shoveled into its cavity. 

In the earliest of these country schools the courses of study were 
limited to the three R's-- "readin', 'ritin', and 'rithmetic." The 
whole school studied and recited together from such books as could 
be brought from home. In some instances a spelling book or the 
New Testament was made to do duty for the entire school. The 
teacher usually boarded at the home of one of the school directors. 
There was no fixed standard by which teachers' certificates were 
granted, the principal questions asked the applicant being whether 
he could "keep order," and, if he knew how to start a fire in the 
pot-bellied stove, as janitorial services were included in his teaching 
duties. 

A teacher of those days in describing his first examination said, 
''The only question asked me at my examination was: What is the 
product of twenty-five cents by twenty-five cents? As the question 
did not occur in Pike's Arithmetic, I could not answer it. The 
examiner thought it was six and one-quarter cents, but was not 
sure. We discussed its merits for an hour or more, when he decided 
that he was sure I was qualified to teach school, and a .first-class 
certificate was given me." From "The Story of Illinois and its 
People" by William Lewis Nida. 

Whittier's-- "Within, the master's desk is seen,
 
Deep scarred by raps official;"
 

was more than a poetic "play on words," it proved meaningful. It 
was common for young boys at attend classes only when not needed 
to help with the farm-work, consequently, some had grown into 
young men and were still in the lower grades; their misbehavior 
exceeding their "book learning". The Peotone Eagle of Feb. 15, 
1879, gave some practical advice to these young male scholars: 
"How to get rid of a whipping in school,--hug the school rna' am." 

The total school tax for the support of education in Carey 
township for 1855 was $573.46, according to records of collector 
Jesse Bickle. This money was apportioned among the school 
districts and used to build schoolhouses and pay teachers' salaries. 
The same year a system of reports from township school treasurers 
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was adopted and statistics of Carey, dated 1858, reveal the following 
conditions: 

Districts, in each of which were schoolhouses 4 
!viale teachers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Female teachers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7 
Persons between the ages of 6 and 21 years 328 
Persons under 21 472 
Months of school taught 34 
A verage monthly wages paid male teachers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $34.00 
A verage monthly wages paid female teachers 17.50 
Whole amount paid teachers 870.00 
Whole amount paid for support of schools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,238.59
 

Statistical figures of 1878 indicate the progress made in education 
in Monee township within twenty years: 

Number of schools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7 
Number of persons between 6 and 21 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 668 
Number of persons under 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 938 
Number of months taught 73 
Highest wages paid any teacher per month $75.00 
Whole amount paid for teaching 2.913.00 
Whole amount paid for support of schools 3,405.00 
Estimated value of school property 5,500.00 

The old record book of the Schannen school, District 174, located 
at the southeast corner of Pauling road and Ridgeland avenue, was 
loaned to the author by Monroe Gorman, the last clerk of the school. 
Minutes of the board of directors' first meeting follows verbatim: 

Record of the proceedings of the Board of Directors of School 
District No.5, Township 34, Range 13 East, Will Co., State of Ill., 
April 20th. 1860. 

Board met pursuant to agreement. David Milliken was chosen 
clerk. The proposition ofJ. Gorman to furnish the district a room for 
school the present season gratis was accepted. 

A. Gorman was authorized to repair and furnish a room for 
school. 

A. Gorman was chosen a committee to agree with Mary Wilson to 
teach school at a price not exceeding $17 per month. [She was hired 
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for $16.50.] 

Adjornment to meet at the schoolhouse on the first Monday in 
May. 

D. Milliken. Clerk 

Schannen School, District 174, built in 1861. Left to right: Wesley Kochel, Everett 
Kochel, Vincent Gorman, Martin Striggow, Elmer Offner, Elda Tobin (Mrs. 
Lawrence Pauling), Florence Offner (Mrs. Leo Stender), Norvilla Strig~ow (Mrs. 
Cecil Harrington), and Vern ice Gorman (Mrs. Victor Commons). Taken In 1919 by 
the teacher, Isabella McCurrie. 

Courtesy of Elmer Offner 

The Schannen schoolhouse was built in the summer of 1861. The 
contract was let to Jacob Vatter for $70, to be finished by July 4. 
The total cost of material as of Oct. 6, 1861, was $223.84. 

The last teacher of the school was Mrs. Margaret Owens who 
taught the 1938-39 term. Due to lack of pupils the board of directors 
decided to close the school at their Apr. 20, 1939, meeting. 

Following the consolidation of Monee and Crete schools in 1948 
the trustees of school district 201-D, upon request of district 
residents, held an election Apr. 9, 1949, to determine if vacated 
rural schoolhouses should be sold. The proposition carried 90 to 9. 
Shortly thereafter six country schools, including Schannen, were 
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sold at public auction. The Schannen schoolhouse was bought by 
William Wirtz Jr. and John F. Berg, and in 1950 they sold it to Glen 
Cripe who remodeled it into a dwelling. The present owners, Mr. 
and Mrs. Curtis Harrison, bought the property from Cripe and 
moved into the home Sept 20, 1962. 

BOX SOCIALS 

One of the pleasant memories of the country school is the 
old-fashioned box social; an evening devoted to fun, fellowship and 
good food. The ladies of the district decorated boxes containing a 
lunch of homemade goodies. These boxes supposedly were not 
identifiable,--the lady's name tucked secretly inside. The gentlemen 
at the social bid at public auction to acquire the box of their choice 
and ate with the lady who had brought the box. A young swain 
often used skulduggery before the auction to discover which box 
belonged to his favorite lass; this known by the older men they 
would tease the young man and bid up the box to a high price which 
would flatten both the ego and wallet of the young Romeo. 

A newspaper account of one of these affairs appeared in the 
Monee Review, Mar. 22, 1912: 

The box social held in the Rabe district, in which Miss Blondena 
Hoffman is the teacher, on Mar. 16, was a grand success, both 
financially and in attendance. A good program of songs, recitations 
and dialogues was rendered by the pupils. 

After the program the sale of the boxes took plqce. John Becker 
acted as auctioneer and Wm. Rabe Jr. as clerk. Thirty-one boxes 
were sold which brought a total of$31.50. The highest price paid for 
a box was $4.25. Proceeds from these events are used to purchase 
books for a library for the school and district. 

It seems the little red schoolhouses are correctly labeled because 
finances usually are low and many a district operates in the "red. .. 

FIRST PUBLIC SCHOOL OF MONEE 

The first village schoolhouse was built in 1854 and Margaret 
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(Lytle) Wilson hired as the first teacher. The original plat of Monee 
surveyed in 1853 by Henry M. Ward for Augustus Herbert locates 
the school site as lot 73. Today, on this same 66 x 132-foot lot at 315 
E. Main stands the old school building, a landmark built in 1905. 

Mrs. Wilson was born in Scotland in 1828 and came to America 
with her husband, David Wilson, in the early 1850's and settled in 
Monee. Mr. Wilson died in 1879 but Mrs. Wilson lived to the age of 
86 years and died at the home of her grandson, David Massie, in 
Green Garden township on Dec. 8, 1914. The Wilsons are buried at 
St. Paul's cemetery. A street at the north end of the village bears 
their name. 

In 1873 a one-room addition was built on the original schoolhouse; 
thereafter the two-story section housed the intermediate grades on 
the lower level and the upper grades above; the one-story addition 
held the primary grades. At this time three teachers were employed 
of whom Prof. Francis Stoftlet was the principal. Prof. Stoftlet, born 
in Northampton county, Pennsylvania, Feb. 22, 1841, served in the 
153rd, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War. At the 
close of the war he settled in Monee and married Mary Sprague, 
Aug. 13, 1873. 

Prof. Edward C. Janzen, former head of the Monee Baptist 
Academy, became principal after Prof. Stoftlet, serving in 1876-77. 

In 1876 the school bell arrived at the Illinois Central depot and 
was hauled with great pomp on a hay wagon to the school. The 
children marched behind the wagon to the school grounds where the 
bell was dedicated. In later years, J.P. Conrad recalled that Prof. 
Janzen cut off a piece of the bell rope and that he could still feel the 
sting of the rope with a knot tied at the end. The bell remained in 
the original schoolhouse until 1905 when the brick school building 
was completed and then it was placed in the bell tower. It called 
children to classes for ninety years. 

Pupils of the early schools were troubled with very few subjects, 
spelling being added to the three "R's." Some attended the 
German school part-time, associated with St. Paul's Evangelical 
Church, to study catechism in addition to their regular subjects. 
Discipline in the schools was very strict; the dunce cap and other 
punishment, now unknown in American schools, were common. But 
at recess the boys and girls played hopscotch, tag, cat's cradle, and 
singing games as "London Bridge is Falling Down," just as merrily 
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as they do today. 

Prof. William F. Hutchinson, husband of Mary 1. Easterbrooks of 
Monee, was principal during the early 1880's and also clerked in 
Schiffer's store. He was born in New Hampshire, Apr. 1, 1833, and 
died in Joliet, Jan. 19, 1908. His successor was Prof. J. J. Lienz 
who served from 1887-89. In 1890-91, Henry R. Harms held the 
position of principal. 

Children who had good conduct and grades received pUblic recog
nition: 

Miss Rose Vatter was the only pupil in the advanced department 
of the Monee School who was neither absent, tardy, nor whispered 
during the last week and whose general deportment was 
unexceptionally good. Grade--92. 

The Peotone Vedette, Feb. 23, 1894 

MONEE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
(1905-1965) 

In June, 1904, the Monee school board of directors received a 
petition, signed by sixty voters of the district, requesting that an 
election be held with regards to building a new schoolhouse. At a 
meeting on July 2, the directors, J. P. Conrad, president; E. C. 
Lehmann, clerk; and A. H. Wehrli submitted the proposition to 
district residents and it was decided to hold a special election on 
July 14, 1904, to vote on the issue. 

The authorization to build a new schoolhouse, and a bond issue of 
$4,900, carried by a 70 to 46 vote. At the same time townspeople 
voted down the proposal to change the school site. In August the 
board of directors accepted plans of architects Deal and Ginzel of 
Lincoln, Ill., for a four-room brick and stone building. Seven 
construction bids were received, the highest was $14,444; the lowest 
was that of George Cosgrove of Peotone, for $7,885, which was 
accepted. 

On Mar. 17, 1905, Cosgrove began excavating for the basement of 
the new school. The cornerstone was laid Apr. 19; an account of the 
ceremonies appeared in the Peotone Vedette: 
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The cornerstone of Monee's fine new school building was laid 
Wednesday afternoon. The exercises opened with a prayer by Rev. 
J. H. Dorjahn, afterwhich the band played a selection. County 
Superintendent Wm. Nevens of Joliet, then delivered an address 
reviewing the progress made in educational work since early times. 
The school children concluded the program by singing "America" 
and "Illinois. .. 

The box placed in the cornerstone contained the original petition 
in which the school board was asked to hold the election and 
proceeds of the board since then relative to the new building, the 
roll of the school signed by each pupil, a copy of the Joliet Daily 
Republican. Joliet News and Peotone Vedette. 

The building when finished will be 51 x 60, containing four school 
rooms, besides two play rooms in the basement. and have steam 
heat and plumbing. The walls from the grade to the first floor will 
be of Ashier stone. above a red pressed brick and the roof slate. 

The old public school buildings were sold at public auction June 
28, 1905. Phillip Bischmann bought both buildings. The primary 
room brought $100; and the two-story building $180. The former 
was moved to Bischmann's lots on Court street in August, and in 
November the larger building was moved west of the primary 
structure. Both were remodeled into dwellings and still stand at 312 
and 318 Court street respectively. 

In 1905 the fall school term commenced late as the new building 
was not ready for classes until Sept. 18. 

Monee Public School (1905-1965). 

Courtesy of Mrs. Dora (Stassen) Green 
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Records show that in 1907 the school in the village was a 
"graded" one with a fine building and a good staff of teachers and 
was rated as one of the finest in Will county. 

Monee school began a two-year high school course in the fall of 
1923 with fifteen scholars enrolled. Jerry W. Knater became 
principal of the school and Mrs. Knater taught the high school. 

Walter G. Smith followed Knater as principal beginning his 
position in September of 1931. He remained in Monee until the end 
of the 1943 school term when he resigned to accept a similar post in 
a larger school at Victoria, m. 

In 1939 Mrs. James (Mary Kehoe) Gorman donated three acres of 
land east of the village limits to school district 176. Her generous 
gift was greatly appreciated by the local people. At the Nov. 13, 
1950, village board meeting an ordinance was adopted to annex the 
school property into the village. 

The Mothers 'Club of the Monee school was organized in March of 
1942 with Mrs. Lawrence Schramm as president. In September the 
name was changed to the Parents'Club and Mrs. Walter Gress was 
elected president; followed by Mrs. Otto Janssen in 1943. Mrs. Ray 
(Geneva) Brock, charter member, was the first president (1944-45) 
when the organization became the Parent-Teacher Association. 

In September, 1948, the property south of the school facing 
Eastgate ave., formerly owned by Miss Minnie Kettering, was 
purchased by the school district. On Nov. 20, 1948, they sold the old 
Kettering residence to George Petit who moved the house to his lots 
on Mill street. This newly acquired property provided additional 
playground area for the children. 

The school board voted to vacate the old Monee school building in 
October, 1965, after state fire officials declared it unsafe. In 1968 
part of the building was remodeled into courtroom facilities for the 
Will County Fourth judicial Circuit Court; it also contains a meeting 
room for village officials. 

The Monee public school, 1905-65: sixty years of children's 
laughter echoed through its girth, silenced only by the rap of a 
ruler; the old has passed away: a new era of hushed solemness has 
emerged, the demand of a gavel; honorably the old landmark 
continues to serve. 
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CONSOLIDATION
 

School consolidation was part of a state-wide program, begun in 
1946, to eliminate small, inefficient, and educationally ineffective 
school districts. Schools in the vicinity of Crete and Monee in order 
to keep pace with the increasing development of the area voted May 
15, 1948, to form a single unit. The fifteen boards of education 
which served the separate districts ceased to exist July 1, 1948. The 
new district was designated as District 201-U by Louis Bottino, Will 
county superintendent of schools, who set the election date as June 
5, 1948, for the new seven-man board of education. Elected to the 
first board from Monee township were Orville Albers, Ralph 
Fehland and Richard Smit. 

Verne E. Crackel was the first superintendent of the new unit 
district which began classes Sept. 7, 1948. 

In 1953 the building program of District 201-U shifted into high 
gear; the new Monee elementary school was constructed to alleviate 
the enrollment situation which existed in the west half of the 
district, and twenty acres of property were bought at the west 
village limits of Crete for the site of the new high school building. 
Ground was broken for the new high school Oct. 1, 1953, and 
classes began Sept. 7, 1954, with formal dedication ceremonies on 
Nov. 14. 

In 1958 a bond issue approved by the voters of District 201-U 
resulted in the construction of a five-room addition to the Monee 
elementary school and the enlargement of the cafeteria facilities. 

In stressing the ever increasing needs of the Crete-Monee district, 
Superintendent Lynn Wiley in 1958 reported that between 1952 a..,d 
1958 the public school enrollment in the district climbed from 1,027 
to 2,323, an increase of 126 per cent. 

In September, 1963, a new school was opened for grades 7, 8, and 
9 and was named Hubbard Trail Junior High School. Located a short 
distance south of the senior high school, it was named for Gurdon S. 
Hubbard, who in the early 1800's established a route between 
Danville and Chicago which passed through Crete at a point very 
near the site of its namesake school. 

In 1965 the district built a $465,000 gymnasium, the Warrior 
Dome, which was the pride of Crete-Monee and envy of other 
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schools in the south suburban area. The roof was patterned after the 
famed Houston Astrodome, and had no interior floor-to-ceiling 
supports. Instead, the roof rested on a circular steel ring laid on 
vertical steel beams spaced at intervals on the outside wall. Its roof 
trusses were of laminated wood, guaranteed stronger and more 
fireproof than metal. The structure was built supposedly to 
withstand winds up to 150 miles. per hour. An architectural firm, 
Lamella, of St. Louis, designed the roof and Talsma Builders, Inc., 
of Evergreen Park, III., was the general contractor. On Nov 6, 1966, 
the athletic center was dedicated. 

Two and one-half months after dedication a major portion of the 
roof collapsed the first afternoon of the Jan. 26-28, 1967, blizzard. 
Miraculously, there were no injuries; a custodian ordered 50-75 
students out of the dome to await bus transportation elsewhere only 
minutes before about one-third of the roof collapsed. Other sections 
of the roof fell in later. 

After a month of investigation by the designer and engineers 
clean up operations and the demolition of the remainder of the dome 
roof began on Feb. 21. Investigators seemed to lean to the theory 
that a suction of wind created a vacuum effect causing the roof to 
cave in but this was more or less pure conjecture. 

In May of 1967 an insurance claim was submitted for 
approximately $315,000 and the insurance company allowed 95 
per cent of the claim for the reconstruction of the new building. The 
all new structure, built on the foundation of the old gymnasium, has 
a roof of laminated beams with supporting beams in between, giving 
a spider web effect. The previous structure was formed by a series 
of triangles each supporting the other. Concrete walls accommodate 
the stresses. An improved accoustical system was installed. The 
public got its first look at the new dome at the June 5, 1968, gradu
ation exercises. 
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CHAPTER XI 

POST OFFICE 

. '... the words of the letter.... ,. 
Jer. 29:1 

MONEE POST OFFICE 

The United States postal service was authorized by Congress in 
1789. Postage was not then paid in advance, but by the person who 
received the letter. In 1847 postage stamps were authorized and a 
rate of 3 cents upon a letter was required prepaid; if not prepaid the 
rate was 5 cents. In this way the people became accustomed to the 
prepayment of postage, and finally this was required by law. 

The Monee post office was established Oct. 3, 1853, and Orson B. 
Dutton became the first postmaster. He also erected the first store 
in the village in which the post office was located. 

Dutton was followed by George W. Backus and J. A. Shaffer and 
from 1857-61 Bernard Conlin served as postmaster during President 
Buchannan's administration. He conducted a shoe repair shop at the 
time. Succeeding Conlin were August Schiffer, Fred H. Luehrs, 
Henry Chittenden and Jacob Busch, a harness maker by trade. 
Busch died in March of 1880 and his widow, Mrs. Elizabeth Busch, 
succeeded him, becoming the first postmistress of Monee and 
served during Presidents Garfield and Arthur, 1880-85. In 1887 the 
Busch family moved to California. Jacob Gloor was postmaster 
during the first Cleveland administration, 1885-88, and was followed 
by Dietrich Hellman who served until 1892. Leopold 1. Schoenstedt 
held the position for a short period and was succeeded by Edo R. 
Freese in 1893. 

No records show the locations of the post office before 1893 but it 
probably occupied a spot in various stores in the village, as three of 
the postmasters, Dutton, Schiffer and Luehrs operated stores. 
During Edo R. Freese's term, 1893-97. it was located at the rear of 
Freese store, at the corner of Oak road and Margaret street. John P. 
Conrad was postmaster nearly seventeen years having received his 
first commission under President McKinley in August, 1897, and the 
post office was housed in his implement store on Main street. 
Reinhardt M. Freese became postmaster June 1, 1914, and moved 
the fixtures and equipment back to the rear of his father's stpre. In 
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1923 Walter Sass became postmaster, and in 1928 the post office 
was moved to the Plagge building at the southwest corner of Main 
street and Compass lane. In April, 1934, Mrs. Lucinda Gorman 
became postmistress and served until January, 1938, when her 
husband, John E. Gorman succeeded her and served until his 
retirement Nov. 30, 1967. The post office was moved to the rear of 
the Brockmiller store when John Gorman became postmaster and 
access was from Oak road. Here it remained until August of 1959. 
Since Dec. 1, 1967, Everett Shelton has served the community as 
postmaster. 

In 1958 the Postmaster General Department purchased the 
triangular piece of property on the north side of Main street 
between Compass and East Lynne lanes, known as "Miller's 
Triangle," for $2,200. On Nov. 1 of that year competitive bidding 
for a new post office building in Monee was opened. The building 
was to have a total space of 2,494 square feet with platform space of 
240 square feet. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence LaMarre of Manteno, TIl., 
built the new post office and on Aug. 24, 1959, the doors of the new 
quarters were opened for business. 

Monee Post Office built In 1959. 

Open house at the new post office was held Oct. 24, 1959. An 
impressive program was presented with the Honorable Noah M. 
Mason, congressman of the 15th lllinois District, delivering the ded
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ication address. He gave Postmaster Gorman a 49-star flag, which 
had flown over the Capitol Building in Washington D. C., to hoist 
over the Monee post office. 

When the new system to improve mail dispatch and delivery was 
inaugurated July 1, 1963, Monee received the five-digit zip code of 
60449. 

Now that all the statistics have been calculated, what is life at the 
post office really like? In a village the size of Monee the post office 
is the center of activity on sometimes dull weekdays. Here the rich 
and the poor, the high and the low come every day. The 
businessman comes in, opens his box and hurries on to his work. 
The farmer in his overalls comes in, whistles a tune and gets the 
mail for all the neighbors. The small boy sticks his head up to the 
window and asks for "our mail". Then the young girl in a white 
starched blouse asks for a letter which she knew would come today, 
and failing to get it, she puckers up her mouth so prettily that the 
postmaster feels like sitting down and writing her one. In April, 
those harbingers of spring arrive, the baby chicks, who, peeping 
merrily, await rescue from their cardboard world. Twice a year, that 
coveted wish-book, the chunky mail order catalog, appears, to the 
delight of the receiver and the chagrin of the rural carrier, --and so 
on, and, so on. Through the post office comes joy, hope and 
disappointment. 

RURAL FREE DELIVERY 

Rural free delivery dates from 1895 and the services of rural 
carriers in Monee township began Dec. 1, 1902. Monee enjoyed the 
distinction of being the first town in Will county to have a complete 
system of rural free delivery mapped out at the time of the first visit 
of inspector, Capt. A. B. Smith. As a consequence, Postmaster J. P. 
Conrad and his patrons were elated. 

The three routes of the township were all just a trifle over 25 
miles in length, symmetrically arranged that only one farmhouse in 
the whole township was more than half a mile from a carrier's 
route, and that one was located back in the center of a section. 
Route No.1 served 102 houses with 510 people; E. Schimpf was the 
carrier: Route No. 2 had 93 houses and 465 patrons; J. H. 
Bemisderfer was the carrier: Route No.3 contained 95 houses and a 
population of 475; H. Ziemer Jr. was the carrier. One of the 
requirements of the U.S. Post Office Department was that a carrier 
furnish a good horse and mail wagon. 
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The first three Monee rural mail carriers line up for a picture. Left to right: E. 
Schimpf, H. Ziemer Jr., and J. H. Bemisderfer. Postmaster J. P. Conrad is seen in 
the doorway of his implement store on Main St. which housed the post office. 

Courtesy of Richard Erickson 

The first day of service the carriers started on their routes at 6:30 
a.m. and Ziemer was the first to return at 10:15 a.m. having made 
his route in three and three-quarters hours. The carriers of the "old 
days" delivered mail in the rain, snow or sleet and if the weather 
was good you could set your clock by their delivery, adding a few 
minutes more if it was raining. 

One of the woes of the early carriers is aptly told in the following 
which appeared in the R.F.D. News, way back in December, 1908: 

Pennies in the Box 

I'm Uncle Sam's most favorite pet,
 
I'm hearty and I'm hale;
 
I've nothing in this world to do
 
But glide 'round with the mail;
 
But one thing almost breaks by heart
 
And by nervous system shocks;
 
It's the everlasting pennies
 
That I'm fishing from the box.
 

It's all right in the springtime, 
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Or when summer breezes blow; 
But a different proposition 
When it's thirty-two below; 
When all your fingers and your toes 
Are frozen hard as rocks, 
It's most anything but funny 
Scratching pennies from the box. 

Author Unknown 

Edward C. Sass and William Voigt, both of Monee, were long on 
experience in rural delivery. Sass started his postal career Apr. 19, 
1920 and Voigt Aug. 22, 1921. The two Monee routes were 
combined around 1935; Sass stayed in Monee and Voigt was 
transferred to Peotone. Sass continued to serve the Monee 
community until his retirement on Dec. 1, 1950. At the time he 
recalled his first day on 28 miles of mud when a horse pulling a 
rocker-type buggy was enough to discourage even the most 
stout-hearted of men. At that time changing horses in the middle of 
the stream was a common practice. He served about 100 patrons. 
With the routes combined in 1935 his route' was increased to 70 
miles with 285 patrons. At the time of his retirement he served 330 
homes. Voigt retired in 1963 with a total of 42 years of service. 

On Feb. 7, 1959, an increase of 27.2 miles was added to the rural 
route. With the population increase it became necessary to again 
divide the route in May, 1960. Presently about 110 miles are 
covered daily by the carriers on the two routes. 

MONEE POST OFFICE ROBBED 

The safe in the Monee post office' was looted by robbers at an 
early hour Wednesday morning (May 19, 1909) and after securing 
the entire stock of stamps, and a small amount of cash, the burglars 
escaped with their booty. No clew to the identity of the robbers has 
been secured. 

Evidently the job was done by yeggmen who were experts at the 
work. Everything shows that their plans were carefully made and 
carried out. The safe was blown open with nitroglycerine and just 
enough used to do the work. Nothing in the office was disturbed in 
any way except the safe. Something over $1,100 worth of stamps, 
between $4.00 and $5.00 in cash and one registered letter was 
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taken. Fortunately Postmaster J. P. Conrad had taken the funds of 
the office to a safer place the afternoon before. 

The yeggmen stole a horse and buggy from F. A. Stephens who 
lives a mile east of Richton. They drove to Monee and it is thought 
from the clews that have been discovered, that they secreted the rig 
at the old hay press in the north end of town. They then went to the 
blacksmith shop of A. Wehrli where they stole a brace, a sledge and 
a number of chisels and tools. 

Entrance to the post office was gained through a window on the 
east side of the building. The lock on the window was broken by the 
use of a heavy chisel used as a jimmy. 

Two holes were bored in the door of the safe near the dial of the 
combination. Soap was used to make cups to hold the nitroglycerine 
where it was wanted. A number of mail bags and a large coil of 
rope were put over the door to deaden the sound of the explosion. 
The supply of explosive was emptied into a scale scoop found in the 
store and evidently was poured from that into the holes of the door 
of the safe. A small quantity of the nitroglycerine was found in the 
scoop the next morning. 

Dr. C. Faber who lives nearly opposite the post office, says that 
he heard two explosions about 2 o'clock. He supposed it was 
someone shooting. The night officers on duty say that they heard 
but one explosion. They were in the neighborhood of Freese's Store 
at the time. They hurried toward the direction of the sound and 
began an investigation. When they reached the office they found 
that the window had been opened and the safe blown. 

Wednesday morning the horse and buggy were found in a shed at 
Gottschalk's pavilion at Homewood. Later the same day a quantity 
of postage due stamps and the rifled registered letter were found at 
the pavilion. The supposition is that the robbers took an early 
morning train to Chicago. 

Postmaster Conrad reported the robbery to the police of Chicago 
and neighboring cities and to the post office inspectors and every 
effort is being made to capture the guilty men. 

The Monee Review 
May 21, 1909 
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CHAPTER XII 

JOURNALISM 

" ... by it the elders obtained a good report. " 
Heb. 11:2 

THE "EAGLE" SOARS 

Newspapers, like churches, schools and stores, followed in the 
wake of settled communities. The Bible, along with a few other 
books, mostly the German reader, spelling-book and almanac, was 
primarily all the literature available in the pioneer home of Monee. 
So the weekly newspaper was a welcome addition. 

In 1860 a newspaper christened "The Monee Eagle" was started 
by Jerry G. Scott and edited by Silas C. Scott. To quote from the 
History of Will County, 1878, "The Eagle soared for a while. It 
continued for about three years, when it drooped, folded its wings 
and died." Scott sold the newspaper to George W. Parks, who 
changed its name to "Monee News," and under this cognomen, it 
survived about one and a half years. The office of the Eagle and 
News was located at the southwest corner of Main and Chestnut 
streets. 

The eagle, being a popular bird, also became the name of 
Peotone's first newspaper which made its bow to the public in April, 
1876, but it was six months later, in October, before the second 
issue came out. After a lapse of about a year, the monthly edition 
became a weekly publication. A Peotone businessman, James 
Barnhardt, operator of a wallpaper and stationery store, was editor 
and publisher, assisted by Edward Ferrell as associate editor during 
part of the life of the Eagle. In 1880 John P. Conrad of Monee 
began writing Monee correspondence for the paper. 

Barnhardt and Ferrell had keen senses of humor and clothed 
the most prosaic items in attractive language: 

This paper will take special delight in publishing all marriage and 
birth announcements free of charge, if they are handed in at the 
proper time. A wedding notice sounds flat after the parties have 
been married three or four weeks, and the fond husband has begun 
eating cold meals and the connection between his suspenders and 
pantaloons is effected by means of nails. Nor is it desirable to 
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publish a birth notice after the child is weaned and old enough to 
set the house on fire or walk up and reach the lye cup from the 
fourth pantry shelf. July 27, 1889 

John I. Rice, the hay man ofMonee, will pay the highest price for 
hay, and don't you forget it. Feb. 15, 1880 

William Plagge was 27 years old last Tuesday. Come Bill, it is 
about time you are making somebody happy. Jan 5, 1889 

What the country really needs is less scrambling for office and 
more strawberries in the shortcake. June 5, 1889 

This noble bird, the Peotone Eagle, visited Peotone and Monee 
homes until Dec. 31, 1889, at which time was published this sad 
valedictory: 

The publication of the Eagle will suspend with this issue. It is 
with some feeling of regret that we thus sever ties that have so 
pleasantly associated us with our readers and patrons, but the 
expense of publication is greater than we feel able to stand; hence 
the death of our bird. 

James Barnhardt 
Dec. 28, 1889 

Shortly thereafter Freeman H. Robertson became owner and 
editor of the Peotone Eagle and resumed publication, the first issue 
coming off the press May 19, 1890. It is not known how long 
Robertson continued the newspaper. 

THE NEWS IN "REVIEW" 

There was no local newspaper in Monee or Peotone from the early 
1890's until the Peotone Vedette was established; its first issue 
released Feb. 4, 1894: published by J. C. Adams. 

The Monee Review came into existence through the efforts of J. 
H. Montgomery, the first pUblication emerging Dec. 22, 1905. The 
office was located at 7 Main street. A news item announcing the 
birth of the paper appeared in the Weldon, lllinois, Record: 

J. H. Montgomery of Weldon recently went to Monee, Ill., near 
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Chicago, where he has started a newspaper, the Monee Review. It 
is a seven column folio and is full of advertising matter. The 
merchants of that thriving village recently pledged a certain amount 
of support on advertising and subscriptions for the first year, as an 
inducement to get a paper started. They appreciate a newspaper in 
that village. It has a population of 550 inhabitants. 

Montgomery's slogan for the Review: "Don't try to keep house 
without the Monee Review--it will be a difficult marter to do so." 

The editor had a sense of humor and exercised it in his writings 
as seen in this social item appearing in the Jan. 12, 1906 issue: 

John Sass and Mary Apples ofNebraska are married. The product 
of the union will undoubtedly be little "Apple Sauce. " 

Montgomery published the Review for approximately a year and a 
half. The following appeared in the May 10, 1907, issue: 

The Monee Review has changed hands, Mr. Montgomery having 
sold his subscription list and good will to J. C. Adams, editor of the 
Vedette. The deal was closed the first week of May, 1907. 

Soon after buying the paper Adams took J. P. Conrad into 
partnership in the management of the Review. They changed the 
slogan of the paper to: "Read the Review and keep posted. It helps 
you enjoy life as the days go by." The business office of the paper 
was at Henry Conrad & Son's implement store on Main street. 

The smallest issue of the Review ever published was that of May 
9, 1913, and consisted of one sheet, 9 x 12 inches, printed on both 
sides. This abbreviated edition was the result of the worst fire in the 
history of Peotone, which on May 8, wiped out eleven business 
places including the building where the Peotone and Monee 
newspapers were published. 

The Review in the early 1900's sported a personal column, 
"'Round the Town," and it seemed that anybody who was 
somebody made the news almost weekly. If you entertained, 
motored to the next town, was a north or southbound passenger on 
the I.e. "milk shake" the editor was aware of it,--your business 
and social life were no secret. Occasionally an "out of the ordinary" 
item wandered into" 'Round the Town" probably in lieu of a berter 
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spot: 

William Amold recently bought the old hay press building from 
Henry Gottschalk. Mr. Amold paid $450 for the building which is 
180 feet long. He will use the lumber for a new bam which he will 
have erected on his farm east of town. Nov. 1, 1907 

Henry Fehland is greeting his friends with a broad smile and 
when asked for an explanation says, "It's a boy." Mother and child 
doing well. Nov. 26, 1909 

Walnuts are plentiful this year and the woods are daily full of 
youngsters who are gathering the nuts. Oct. 6, 1911 

Bam dances were held Saturday evening at the Albert Pobanz and 
August Vehrs farms. Oct. 3, 1913 

The sleighing the past few weeks has been fine and many 
sleighing parties have been held. Jan. 14, 1915 

August Kuersten, one of Will Township's prominent farmers, has 
purchased a beautiful M anualo player piano from A. M. Schroeder. 
Needless to say the Kuerstens are entertaining their friends and 
neighbors to some very up-to-date music. Feb. 3, 1915 

The following purchased autos lately: Fred Wilke, a Paige; Jacob 
and Charles Kraph, Overlands; George Bettenhausen and Albert 
Steinberg, Fords. Apr.22, 1915 

Ruth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George C. Holl, won the large 
doll given away by Tom Pappas on Christmas Eve. Dec. 27, 1923 

The radio fever is getting many here. Several outfits have been 
installed the past two weeks. Jan. 10, 1924. 

A small town turns lively not to say piquant at times. H the home 
town editor printed all the news which reached his ears, everybody 
would be grabbing the paper and there would be those who would 
be grabbing the editor,--it would be exciting indeed. News travels 
fast and furious at times and is known long in advance of 
publication, consequently, the only reason some local residents 
subscribe to the home town paper is to see if the editor knows what 
they know. Yet, being an editor or correspondent is a satisfying role 
to fill. It is pleasant to know that the neighbors treasure a clipping 
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of John and Mary's wedding for years, and that, somehow, the 
obituary of Uncle Joe's death may give a little solace to the 
bereaved family. Anecdotes, such as follows, serve their purpose as 
they are topics of discussion around town until next week's paper 
comes off the press: 

Christ Schoenstedt of Monee is the possessor of a grape vine 
which in all probability has no equal in Will County. The vine is a 
wild grape and was planted by Mr. Schoenstedt in the spring of 
1865. Today its foliage covers a large summer house and three 
arbors, in all an area of about 1,600 square feet. The vine is 
vigorous and healthy. Last year it bore fruit enough to make ninety
six gallons of wine. Mr. Schoenstedt is very proud of the vine and 
says that he would not take $500 for it. Aug 4, 1899. 

For some time there has been a strenuous bit of beheading 
conducted in this county and the crows are suffering. A bounty of 10 
cents each was given to Fred Offner of Monee, who brought the 
heads of 100 crows to County Clerk Mottinger's Office, Joliet. The 
Monee man received $10 for his ability to kill the troublesome 
wingers. Crows are so destructive that the county has placed a 
bounty upon their killing. Oct. 18, 1907 

Louis F. Luehrs left for the wilds of Wyoming Monday [Aug. 17] 
where he will enter the employ of a fur company to trap wild 
animals. Mr. Luehrs is an expert trapper, having been engaged in 
this work here for a number of years. Last year he sold about $400 
worth offurs of animals that he trapped in this vicinity. He has also 
invented a trap that is considered to be one of the best in use. Aug. 
21, 1908 

Fred Wilke's team ran away Thursday morning and created 
considerable excitement for a few minutes. They ran down Oak St. 
at full speed and struck Ed. Gorman's rig which was tied in front of 
the Miller Store. Mr. Gorman's buggy was damaged some. When 
the team turned the corner at Wilkes they hit a telephone pole and 
completely demolished the wagon to' which they were hitched. The 
horses were stopped and found to be uninjured. Aug. 28, 1908 

Saturday night between the hours of 7 and 9 while the Monee 
Protective Association held its meeting at the Court Hall someone 
stole all the groceries, clothing, etc., from the buggies in the George 
Miller horse sheds. About four sacks of flour, clothing, shoes, 
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groceries and other articles amounting to about $75.00 were taken 
from the rigs. The stalls were all filled. Several auto loads of our 
citizens toured the country all night and Sunday to find a clew but 
failed. It is hoped the guilty ones will be caught and properly dealt 
with. July 3, 1914 

Thieves were busy in Monee again Saturday evening. A large 
crowd was in town and many rigs were hitched along main streets 
while the owners were trading and taking in the ice cream social. 
While people were walking back and forth on the streets, the 
thieves pilfered from the rigs, taking wraps, coats, and articles of 
merchandise. Among those who lost property in this way were 
Thomas Gorman, Ezra Yando, Fred Homan, Henry Wolf and Miss 
Lillie Bischel. Monday morning when H. C. Nieland went to the 
barn to hitch up his team he found that all of his harness had been 
stolen. Whether this was done Saturday night or later he is unable 
to say. Aug. 27, 1914 

Friday morning a pigeon fancier in Chicago shipped three coops 
of homing pigeons to Monee on the morning mail train and Agent 
George E. Ricketts was requested to let them out. They were 
released at 10 a. m. There were about 200 in the flock. They circled 
around Monee for about half an hour before they got their bearings 
and struck out for home. June 24, 1915. 

No newspaper, large or small, is complete without the classified 
ads. This column brings together the seller and buyer, to the benefit 
of both, a sort of "market place" of the community. The publisher, 
too, relishes the revenue gathered from this service: 

For Rent: my house at five dollars per month. Mrs. A. Deters. 
Sept. 18, 1896 

Strayed: one large white gobbler, one gray turkey hen on 
Wednesday afternoon. Finder please address P. O. Box 111, Monee, 
Ill. Jan. 19, 1912 

Lost: a crank on Chevrolet auto between Monee and Cook County 
line. Finder leave word with Fred C. Deutsche, Monee, and receive 
reward. Nov. 4, 1920 

For Sale: a surrey, almost as good as new. Price $65.00. Apply to 
William Arnold, Monee. Phone 56-M. Jan. 17, 1924 

For Sale: a used Dodge roadster at a bargain price. Inquire Fred 
Weise, Monee. May 8, 1924 

140 



R' FAITH 
The Ford Will BrIng Them ~ c-k 

The followin:! nppellr~(l [l few days ago in the" tate Rettis· 
ter" 01 Spriugfield. III.: 

"Mftny are the stories of Henry Flud and bis po ular 3utO
mobile. butllillsboro is relating what it ails the best of the 
season. aud the fHClS in the case aT true. It happened in one of 
the leading church s of the cl y thal the pastor look for tbe text 
of his sermoTl. 'Better ~ 'hur'll Attendance.' 

"Tbe pa tor beld tbat the automobile bas takea mor 
people away from church thOll any other tbing. He concluded 
with the exclamation: 'Th~ F rd car h05 lakeD mor people to 
hell than auy other thing that I can mention.' Whereupon an 
old Jady in the cODgre~nlion began to cblp her hand and moan 
'Praise the Lordi Praise the Lord!' 

"What's the matter sister?" &sked the pastor. 

"The Ford never went went nny place thot it couldn't makfl' 
tbe rouDd trip. aad I 010 sure that all of tb se people in bell will 
be back, she 3l1swered. ~o praise the Lord:' 

Emery C. W oeltje 
Agent Ford Autos. Accessories of all Kinds. Repairing DODe. 

MONEE, ILLINOIS 

Woeltje's garage, 6 S. Chestnut Street, opened in February, 1915. 

Homespun humor pUblished in the local paper was tonic to the 
sometimes struggling pioneer bringing a smile to his weather-beaten 
countenance. A bit of nonsense like a ray of sunshine brightens the 
heart: 

A lady who advertised for a girl to "do light house work" 
received a letter from an applicant asking where the lighthouse was 
located. Dec. 14, 1894 

Have you ever seen a young man with two heads, both fully 
developed. on his shoulders? There was one in Monee the other 
night. He was not a museum freak, as might be supposed. One 
head was his own and the other was that of his sweetheart, and they 
probably would not have been seen in that deformed position had it 
not been for the young lady's neglect to pull down the blinds. Jan. 
24, 1908 

If there is one time more than another says an experienced 
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married man, when a woman should be left alone, it is when a line 
of clothes comes down in the mud. Feb. 28, 1908 

Editor J. P. Conrad occasionally gave his views in an editorial: 

Forty Years Ago 

Forty years ago an old-fashiorted steel-tired wagon was a luxury. 
In a funeral procession you would perhaps see two or three of them. 

Twenty years ago, a top buggy was a rich man's fortune and but 
few of them were to be seen. Today a top buggy with rubber tires is 
as common as a Democrat in Texas. Anybody and everybody has 
them. A farm wagon in a funeral procession would be a novelty. The 
upper tens ride in automobiles and they are getting common. 

It is a fast age we are living in. If a letter is thirty hours traveling 
a thousand miles there is a kick. Ten dollars doesn't last as long as 
ten cents did with our grandfathers. We spend more for socks and 
suspenders than our grandfather did for his Sunday-go-meeting 
clothes, and still we wonder what is the matter with the world that it 
does not grind out as many rich blessings as it did half a century 
ago. May 22, 1908 

"Kiddos" in Every Town 

Listen daughter. Don't cry and don't make your mother think that 
her little lamb has been abused. Yes, I know that the stranger spoke 
to you. Disrespectfully, you say? Called you "Kiddo!" Well 
daughter, perhaps the man thought you answered to the name of 
"Kiddo." You see, he only arrived here this morning. He happened 
to notice you at the depot when he got off the train. Yes, I know you 
only went to the depot to see if any of the girls had gotten back 
from the city. And then, you say, he happened to be standing on the 
hotel porch this afternoon when you went to the post office. I know 
of course, you could hardly help glancing in his direction when you 
went by and when you and Flossie Fay passed that way later, it 
wasn't your fault that Floss asked you, loudly enough for him to 
hear, ifyou weren't sick and tired of living in this poley old town? So 
when you took a walk this evening he saw you, sauntered after you 
and at the comer of the drug store he overtook you and raising his 
hat asked: "What's your hurry, Kiddo?" And you ran home in tears 
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to tell your mother how you had been insulted. Thank God for that. 
You're dad's girl yet. But don't blame the man. He knows that 
there are kiddos in every town. He meets them in every town. He 
meets them at the depots. He notices them passing and repassing 
the hotels and going to and from the post offices and he always sees 
them with Flossies. But these men will never speak to the 
small-town girls who mind their own business and keep off the 
streets. Now tomorrow if you help your mother with the housework 
not a soul will harm you. So dry your eyes--no, not the powder rag, 
use cold water and a soft towel. That's right, smile. Nov. 12, 1914 

BIRTH OF THE "MONITOR" 

In the early 1930's when the country was engulfed deep within 
the throes of an economic depression, the Monee Review announced 
that the Sept. 24, 1931, issue was its last. Thereafter, a page of 
Monee news and advertising appeared in the Peotone Vedette, with 
J. P. and Harry J. Conrad serving as correspondents. In 1946 Mrs. 
Elvis (Ruth) Knippel served as correspondent and continued for two 
years followed by Mrs. Enos (Geraldine) Schultz and Mrs. Fred 
(Viola) Weise. Early in the 1950's Monee news was discontinued in 
the Vedette until May of 1958 when Mrs. Ray (Lucille) Krizan 
became correspondent. 

As Monee news become more prevalent the need for a newspaper 
in the community became evident. Thus, the Monee Monitor made 
its debut Sept. 5, 1958, with Mrs. Krizan as editor and Lee Russell 
as publisher. (Russell had purchased the Peotone Vedette from Mrs. 
Stella C. Adams, widow of the founder of the newspaper, in 
September, 1942.) Mrs. Krizan served as editor until her death in 
an automobile accident Apr. 28, 1960. Editors to follow were Mrs. 
Aaron (Dorothea) Jones, 1960-61-; Mrs. Allen (Marjorie) Holl, 
1961-63; Mrs. William (Muriel) Milne, 1963-69; and Mrs. Ward 
(Ruth) Fretts, 1970-. 

The Monitor serves the community well; the June 26, 1964, issue 
substantiates this: 

Lee Russell, publisher, and Mrs. William Milne, editor of the 
Monee Monitor, were guests of the Monee Lions Club June 18 at 
their dinner meeting. Lion President George Pawl presented Mrs. 
Milne with a walnut and bronze "Public Relations Award" plaque 
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honoring the Monitor. The Monitor won this award for best news 
coverage of Lions activities by a weekly newspaper in District I-B 
covering nine counties. 

Mrs. Ruth Knippel once made the following comment to the 
author, then editor of the Monitor, "Friday morning with a cup of 
coffee and the Monee Monitor is the most enjoyable hour of the 
week. " 

Need more be said? 
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CHAPTER XIII 

FIRE PROTECTION 

" ... which had power over fire.... " 
Rev. 14:18 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The Monee village board passed an ordinance Sept. 20, 1884, to 
establish for better protection of the lives and property of the 
citizens of the village, a fire company. The ordinance specified the 
fire company was under the supervision of the fire and water 
committee and was not to consist of more than thirty members. 

The fire company held its organizational meeting Nov. 24, 1884, 
for the purpose of electing officers. Simon Miller became the first 
chief; Adam Vatter, first assistant chief; Herman Ziemer, second 
assistant chief; William Bohlander, engineer; Carl Schaefer, 
secretary; and William Plagge, treasurer. 

Names of charter members as taken from old records are as 
follows: 
George Sonneborn John B. Sonneborn William Pfaff 
Fred Brueggeman 1. Schuchardt William Plagge 
George S. Miller Charles Schoeler John P. Conrad 
Simon Miller August Plagge H. F. Schwiesow 
Henry Binder Henry Hoffman F. C. Pfaff 
Charles A. Kolstedt Christ Mauer John Rampe 
George Bohlander Andrew H. Wehrli Emil Klein 
1. Kettering William Vollrath Edo R. Freese 
William Bohlander Herman C. Albers Carl Schaefer 
Herman Ziemer August Deters Adam Vatter 

The first fire fighting equipment consisted of an engine pumped 
by hand by 12 to 14 men to draw water from reservoirs placed at 
various street corners in the village; and several buckets with which 
the firemen formed a "bucket brigade" to extinguish a fire. Shortly 
thereafter a hose cart with 500 feet of hose and a hook and ladder 
wagon were added. At the sound of the fire bell all this equipment 
was hand drawn to the scene of the fire by the firemen. 

Besides responding to fire alarms and attending monthly 
meetings, the firemen took an active part in civic affairs and during 
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the early years had charge of the annual Memorial Day parade and 
services at St. Paul's cemetery. 

In 1886 members of the fire company decided it was necessary for 
the firemen to have uniforms consisting of caps, coats and vests, 
and to defray the expense held a dance Thanksgiving night at the 
Court Hall. Since then the dance has become an annual affair. 

Monee Fire Department taken Nov. 7, 1894. Back row, left to right: Herman 
Ziemer Sr., Charles Kolstedt, Herman Ziemer Jr., Fred Binder, Frank Pfaff, 
George Miller, John Sonneborn and Carl Kurze. Second row, left to right: Edo 
Freese, George Grundberger, Andrew Wehrli, Henry Schwiesow, August Deters, 
Ernst Schubbe, August Plagge, William Plagge and Louis Luehrs. Front row, left to 
right: Henry Binder, John P. Conrad, Henry Herbst, Charles Lankenau, George 
Sonneborn and John Rampe. 

Courtesy of Waldemar Wehrli 

On Mar. 22, 1893, the fire company encountered its first major 
fire. About 2:30 a.m. a night policeman, John Sass, discovered a 
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fire in Carl Kurze's furniture and paint store at the southeast corner 
of Herbert street and Compass lane. For three hours the fire raged 
and the firemen fought the blaze but to no avail; the store and its 
contents were completely destroyed. Kurze rebuilt the store and in 
the summer of 1894 added a two-story building adjoining the 
furniture store which was used as a paint shop. 

A second disastrous fire occurred the following year when on Apr. 
20, 1894, Simon Miller's elevator burned to the ground. Miller's 
estimated loss was $10,000 and a number of farmers also suffered 
heavy loss. Thomas Tucker had 2,350 bushels of corn in the building 
and Ephraim Phillips about 1,000 bushels. A number of other 
farmers had smaller quantities of grain stored in the elevator. John 
Kolstedt & Son's coal sheds also burned, the loss being $350; and 
the Illinois Central cattle yards were destroyed, a loss of about $200. 
Miller rebuilt the elevator. 

In 1897 the village installed a water system, in which water was 
forced by the power of compressed air. With water pressure the 
hand operated pump was no longer needed and a new hose «;:art 
with 1,000 feet of hose and a new hook and ladder wagon, both 
hand drawn, were purchased. 

Shortly before 10 a.m. on May 8, 1913, the citizens of Peotone 
called for aid from the Monee fire company to help fight the fire 
which was threatening the total destruction of the business section 
of the village. The local fire company responded promptly and 
twenty-eight minutes after the call for help was received the Monee 
firemen were in Peotone with their hose cart. A fast train on the 
Illinois Central due at 10:07 was flagged and the hose cart loaded in 
the baggage car accompanied by firemen and townspeople 
numbering about fifty. On arrival in Peotone they worked 
desperately for three hours helping to keep the flames from 
spreading to other parts of the village. In June, 1913, A. E. Harken, 
village president of Peotone, sent a draft of $25 to the village of 
Monee to cover any possible loss to their fire apparatus which might 
have occurred at the fire. Monee officials returned the draft and 
thanked them for the offer;--an example of the good neighbor policy. 

At the Nov. 11, 1918, meeting of the village board, an ordinance 
was adopted to establish a "volunteer fire department" within and 
for the village of Monee. Prior to this the Monee fire company was 
directly under village jurisdiction. 
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Monee Volunteer Fire Department (1920) Top (left to right) August Schwiesow, 
Louis Buchmeier, Harvey Kolstedt, Martin Peters, Henry Wagester and Ernst Smit. 
Bottom (left to right) David Kachel, Louis Luehrs, John Schwiesow, Edwin Wathier, 
Carl Fehland, Henry Fehland, Henry Janssen, Fred Deutsche, William Westphal, 
Henry Nieland, Gustave Fink and Charles Schwiesow. 

Courtesy of Miss Clara Smit 

In 1927 the department became "motorized" when they 
purchased a Model "T" Ford truck for $1,200. This was their sole 
fire truck until 1941 when a used 1939 International truck was 
purchased and transformed into a tank truck and hose carrier. A 
Darley pump was mounted on the chassis and was considered quite 
adequate at the time. 

In 1947 rural residents of Monee township asked if more 
protection could be provided for the outlying area. The department 
responded and purchased a new Ford truck equipped with a 
400-gallon water tank and booster pump from donations of rural 
residents and fire department funds. It was at this time that fire 
chief Christ Holl suggested a selected group of six firemen meet 
weekly at the fire house for truck and hose practice. This was the 
beginning of the present routine fire practice, along with regular 
maintenance of all equipment and trucks, first aid courses and park 
cleanup. 

At the Sept. 5, 1950, firemen meeting the department decided to 
purchase five acres and three lots from Alvin Dahn for $6,000. The 
five-room stone building on the premises, in the late 1800's, had 
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been a cheese factory. One of the owners was Henry Flocker who 
sold it in March, 1897, to F. M. Stenger and Henry Diercks. For a 
few years the property belonged to Charles Lankenau who leased 
the small grove as a picnic grounds and it became widely known as 
Lankenau's park. In September, 1901, William Gray purchased the 
property from Mrs. Anna Lankenau for $1,850 and remodeled the 
cheese factory into a home. The Gray family lived there about thirty 
years and the estate was later purchased by Dahn. The fire 
department developed the five acres into a community park with a 
baseball diamond and tennis court. 

Firemen's Park, old cheese factory in background. 

In 1954 a John Bean high-pressure fog truck was purchased and 
contained all the most modern equipment. Also acquired was an 
International panel truck to carry a light plant, auxiliary pump, extra 
coats, boots, gloves, stretchers and an inhalator. This equipment 
proved sufficient until 1969 when the department felt it necessary to 
purchase a new truck. Due to lack of funds, for the first time in the 
department's history, residents were assessed a nominal fee. The 
truck, received Sept. 1, 1969, was a John Bean high-pressure fog 
with 850-pound pressure and a 750 GPM volume pump plus a foam 
attachment. It also carries 500 gallons of water in a permanent tank 
and a portable 1,000-gallon collapsible tank. 
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The department, ever alert to assume the responsibility of 
protecting the citizens of the community, in January, 1971, 
purchased a rescue saw to extricate victims trapped in automobile 
accidents. 

Fire chiefs of the Monee fire department:
 
Simon Miller, 1884-86
 

Charles A. Kolstedt, 1899-1908
 

August Schwiesow, 1910-14
 

George Bohlander, 1886-89
 
George Sonneborn, 1889-91
 
John P. Conrad, 1891-97
 
Edo R. Freese, 1897-99
 

John Schwiesow, 1908-10
 

Henry Nieland, 1914-17
 
Henry Fehland, 1917-19
 
Gustave Fink, 1919-24
 
Henry Nieland, 1924-37
 
Christ Holl, 1937-66
 
Dale Christenson, 1966

Oak Road north of Main St., on the left the fire house built in 1884; on the right 
Sonneborn's Sons store erected In 1895. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Leola Emde 
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FIRE BARNS
 

The first fire barn of the Monee fire company was built to house 
the engine pump, hose cart, hook and ladder wagon and small 
equipment, such as axes, buckets and lanterns. Located in the 
center of the village, it stood along the east side of the railroad 
tracks facing Main street at Oak road. It remained at this location 
until the Illinois Central cut was excavated in 1922-23. Before the 
work commenced the railroad moved the engine house from their 
right of way toward the east and for about a year it partially 
obstructed Oak road. 

At the Aug. 15, 1927, village board meeting plans were submitted 
for the construction of a one-story concrete block fire house, 24' x , 
28' with basement, to stand at the rear of the Court Hall facing 
Court street. The lot was purchased from George S. Miller. The 
contract was let to John A. Smit of Monee for $2,250. Upon 
completion of the new fire house, the old one was sold at public' 
auction Dec. 1, 1928, to August Schwiesow for $61, who dismantled 
it. 

In March, 1929, a steel tower was erected for the fire bell, along 
with a flagpole. After a few years the firemen decided to place the 
bell on a new tower, thirty feet high, so the sound of the fire alarm 
could be heard at a greater distance. This was done Sept. 2, 1940. 
Two years later, in the fall of 1942, the department purchased and 
installed a new fire siren at the engine house. Today the old fire bell 
rests atop a tower at Firemen's Park. 

In 1959 the village acquired the old Schoenstedt property at the 
northwest corner of Main and Chestnut streets and in the spring of 
1963 construction of a new fire house began at the site. Made of 
cement block and brick, the building is 40 x 80 feet which includes a 
a 40 x 60-foot area for equipment, a 20 x 30 meeting room and the 
remainder for kitchen and lavatory facilities. The meeting room has 
a large landscape mural painted and donated by local artist Andrew 
Gunderson. Financed by the fire department, village, civic 
organizations, and private donations, the fire house was completed 
at a cost of approximately $23,000. A large crowd of local citizens 
and from neighboring villages attended dedication ceremonies Sept. 
15, 1963. 

On Mar. 2, 1969, the fire department hoisted an all-weather flag 
at the fire house and installed a spotlight to illuminate it after dark. 
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THE FIREMEN'S BALL
 

Way back in 1886 the Monee fire company gave a dance on 
Thanksgiving evening. The young fellows among the membership 
took hold of the arrangements with a will and when it was over 
everybody was talking about what a splendid time they had at the 
"firemen's dance;" so reported the local newspaper. 

The affair was repeated in 1887 and again everybody had a fine 
time. The fire laddies themselves were rather proud of their success 
and they decided to make the dance an annual activity. Within a few 
years the dance had blossomed into the social event of the year. 
Festivities for the ninth annual Thanksgiving dance, Nov. 29, 1894, 
included dinner at Kettering's hotel. A Chicago band furnished the 
music and over 100 couples attended. 

In the late 1800's and early 1900's the firemen held their 
Thanksgiving dances at the Court Hall. Yearly the attendance 
increased and the space at the Court Hall became inadequate. At 
their twentieth annual dance on Nov. 29, 1906, they moved the 
affair to Schwiesow's hall. 

A picturesque description of the Thanksgiving ball appeared in 
the Monee Review of Dec. 6, 1907: 

The Fire Department's Ball Thursday evening, Nov. 28, was a 
grand success. Schwiesow's large hall was well-filled with a merry 
crowd and everyone had a pleasant time. One hundred and twenty
four tickets were sold. Large numbers were present from Crete, 
Peotone and Green Garden. The committee who had charge of the 
arrangements had everything well in hand and saw to it that 
everybody was well entertained. Not for many years had there been 
so large a crowd at a Firemen's Ball and the committee will have a 
neat sum to turn over to the firemen's treasury. The American Hotel 
served an excellent supper at midnight, which was heartily enjoyed 
by the guests. The Crete Band furnished the music and they were 
accompanied by about forty Crete couples who came on the electric 
line. 

The dances were held later at the Monee Auditorium and in 
recent years at the Will County Atrium at Peotone; in 1972 the affair 
was returned to Monee and held at the newly completed American 
Legion Home. 
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The American Hotel, 13 Oak Road, built in 1858 by L. D. Mills who sold it to 
Daniel Schaefer in 1860. John P. Bohlander bought the hotel in 1865 and it remained 
in the Bohlander family until 1905 when Mrs. E. B. Bohlander sold the building to 
Mrs. Mary Wachsmuth for $2,500. Taken in the 1890's, August Dralle is seated in 
the buggy, and from left to right is Mrs. August (Rose Kolstedt) Cellarius, Miss 
Sophia Dralle (Mrs. Henry Harmening), and August Cellarius. Cellarius operated 
the livery stable at the rear of the hotel. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Becker 
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CHAPTER XIV 

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 

..... every one in his business;.... .. 
Neh. 13:30 

EARLY BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS 

Two early business enterprises of Monee about which little is 
known but should be mentioned are: Vatter & Mertz, pop manufac
turers, who operated a pop bottling plant at the southwest corner of 
West and Court streets in the 1880's; delivery of the pop was made 
by horse and wagon: and, Louis Ridder's "Monee Broom Factory" 
which was equipped with machinery capable of supplying all of Will 
county with brooms wholesale and retail. Ridder's factory flourished 
during the mid-1890's and was located in the former old Monee 
Baptist Academy building. 

The Dierks' Flouring Mill 

The prosperity of the village of Monee back at its beginning 
depended largely upon two things; the railroad, and a grist mill, 
commonly known as a flouring mill. 

In 1856 Joseph Koenig and Oscar Kohler built the steam grist mill 
with two-run of stones on the south side of Mill street at the end of 
Compass lane. The two-acre site was originally owned by Augustus 
Herbert. In 1859 real estate taxes listed Koenig as the owner and 
valued the property at $500 per acre and for the two acres he paid 
$13.90 taxes. This made him one of the highest taxpayers of the 
town, as most of the surrounding property was valued under $10 per 
acre. From 1861-63, Kohler's name appears on tax records as the 
owner. He was the first supervisor of Monee township (1859-63), 
when Carey township was divided into Monee and Will townships. 

In 1864 John F. Dierks purchased the mill and an interesting 
account of this circa was given by Editor J. P. Conrad in the Monee 
Review of Feb. 19, 1931: 

We are .amused occasionally to hear some young or middle-aged 
residents say, "Oh well, Monee hasn't changed any" but they 
would be surprised to have some of the few who lived here in the 
60's tell that at that time Mill Street, the south boundary, of the 
present village, was the main business street of the town. 

154 



A flour mill doing a thriving business was located on the lots on 
which the R. M. Freese residence now stands and was operated by 
the Dierks Bros., who later moved to Nebraska. 

Farmers for 10 to 20 miles around brought their wheat and other 
grains here to have it ground. Clustered near the mill on the north 
side of the street, Pape & Schroeder, succeeded later by Patzwald & 
Otto, had a blacksmith shop. C. Schoenstedt had an establishment 
employing a number of men making wagons and selling farm 
machinery. A general store operated by Bohlander Bros. stood at 
the northeast corner of the street and Henry Conrad had a shoe 
store on the northwest corner in which he made and repaired boots 
and shoes. After the mill closed down in the early 70's the business 
of the other establishments dwindled, some quit entirely and others 
moved to new locations and business began to center on the railroad 
and Main Street. The Schoenstedt buildings were moved to their 
present location on Chestnut Street in the early 80's and the other 
buildings on Mill Street were torn down or moved away and now no 
visage of its former activity remains. 

The Dierks brothers, John and Gene, sold the mill to William 
Feddler in 1870, and moved to Fremont, Nebraska. By 1874 Michael 
Brand was the owner of the mill site and on tax records it was 
classified as two acres of meadow and valued at very little. 
Evidently the mill had been removed. It is interesting to note that 
the wind grist mill built in 1870 in the village by Schroeder and 
Schlauder also had two-run of stones, which could possibly have 
been the original ones of the old steam grist mill. 

The Furniture Man and Undertaker 

In olden days it was customary for the local furniture dealer to 
conduct an undertaking business on the ~ide. This probably 
stemmed from the fact that the furniture man was usually an 
accomplished cabinetmaker who was called upon to construct a 
coffin when the need arose. One of the first, if not the first, 
gentleman to perform this duty in Monee was Herman Leseberg 
who settled in the village in 1878. Herman and Dorette Leseberg 
were married Aug. 6, 1871, and located in Chicago and had the 
misfortune to loose all their possessions in the great Chicago fire of 
1871. Leseberg, who had his business at 29 Oak road, was the local 
mortician until he retired in October, 1906, and sold his business to 
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C. L. Seagrams of Chicago. In April, 1907, Edwin E. Reed 
purchased the combined furniture and undertaking establishment. In 
November of that year he went to Chicago and took a three-weeks 
course in embalming and received his embalmer's license in 
January, 1908. Shortly thereafter he advertised in the local 
newspaper that he would be pleased to meet new customers but 
neglected to specify which of his two enterprises he had in mind. 

Another energetic furniture man and undertaker was Carl Kurze 
whose business was at the southeast corner of Compass lane and 
Herbert street. The following publicity was given him in the local 
newspaper of June 25, 1897: 

Carl Kurze is branching out in a business way. He has lately 
added a wagon and buggy repairing department to his other lines 
and has employed a good man to attend to it. Mr. Kurze is showing 
a very fine line of furniture and household furnishing goods. 
Undertaking is a speciality with him. He makes no boast of having a 
lot of diplomas, but in ten years of practical experience he has 
learned the secrets of the work in a pretty thorough fashion. He has 
never had a failure and always guarantees to preserve a body as 
long as necessary in any season. 

The old Kurze store buildings and residence were torn down in 
September, 1920. 

Saloons 

Saloons in early days were tactfully called dramshops and even 
with more diplomacy, soft drink parlors. It seemed Monee had more 
than its quota of drinking parlors; some as a lone business venture, 
but the majority were located in hotels of which there were a 
number. 

In the late 1870's as Carry Nation campaigned to save men from a 
drunkards' fate, certain Monee citizens supported her strongly and 
held local temperance meetings. The Peotone Eagle of May 15, 
1878, carried this item: 

Through the temperance movement, Monee has become quite a 
noted town. You cannot pick up a paper but what you see an 
account o/whiskey, bad eggs and stones mentioned. Six of Monee's 
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cltlzens were brought to Peotone, and fined for distrubing a 
temperance meeting in Monee. Two were fined $15; two $5; one 
$10; and the other discharged. 

But the "schnapps" continued to flow as seen in this local 
newspaper account of Sept. 28, 1894: 

Last Saturday night quite a number of our drinklng men had their 
jaRs on and the result was one arrest and a warrant out for another 
who had escaped. But "he never came back. .. That corner is getting 
pretty gay;--we didn't know a liquor license allowed prize fighting. 

Monee Spring Creamery 

"When the butter won't come put a penny in the churn" is an 
old-time dairy proverb, which William Emde probably knew even if 
he never practiced it. 

The Monee Spring Creamery, operated by Emde in the 1890's and 
early 1900's, stood on the south side of Mill street near Oak road. 
Emde came to America from Germany in 1886 and settled in Elgin 
and in 1893 moved to Monee and became proprietor of the 
creamery. The butter factory it was commonly called; and the street 
on which it was located was often referred to as "Buttermilk 
Street," much to the annoyance of those who lived there. 

In the Peotone Vedette of Oct. 26, 1894, was found the following: 

The Monee Creamery Co. is making 200 pounds of Gilt-Edge 
butter daily. that brings the Elgin top price at the creamery. They 
are using the milk of 25 dairy farmers totaling about 40,000 pounds 
weekly. They have an abundance of water from the new driven well. 

The butter nets the farmer 21 cents per pound. Ninety-four cents 
per hundred is the highest price paid for milk by test with an 
average of 80 cents through. William Emde is a butter maker of 15 
years experience in Germany and 11 years in this country. 

A dividend has lately been paid to the stockholders besides 
paying for a new drive well. 

Ed Duclos of Peotone purchased Fred Deutsche's half-interest in 
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the Monee Spring Creamery Sept. 29, 1906. Duclos operated a 
bakery and ice cream parlor in Peotone and used large quantities of 
cream and bought into the creamery to insure a constant supply. 

Emde closed the creamery in the mid-1920's. 

Mrs. Binder's Millinery Shop 

On May 1, 1894, Mrs. Fred (Clara) Binder opened a millinery 
shop on the north side of the Kettering Hotel. Mrs. Kathrina 
Kettering, proprietress of the hotel, was Mrs. Binder's mother. 

The Peotone Vedette of Oct. 4, 1895, gave a praiseworthy account 
of Mrs. Binder's shop: 

Mrs. Clara Binder, Monee's wideawake milliner, returned 
Wednesday morning from Chicago and she has brought back with 
her one of the finest stocks of millinery and fancy goods ever 
displayed in Monee. Her line includes all the new patterns and 
shades and will undoubtedly delight her numerous customers. 

Mrs. Binder is an artist in her line and her deft fingers will shape 
dainty feathers and ribbons into marvels of beauty to please the 
ladies. Do not fail to see her before purchasing a fall or winter hat 
or bonnet. In addition to millinery goods, Mrs. Binder carries a full 
line of fancy goods, corsets, ladies gloves and mitts, etc. Her stock 
is complete and every piece of goods is worth every cent she asks 
for it. Give her your patronage. Don't forget that her store is located 
in the Kettering Hotel building. 

Monee Grain & Lumber Company 

The Monee Grain & Lumber Co. was the outgrowth of three early 
business enterprises: George S. Miller's elevator, founded in 1867 
by his father Simon Miller; August Schwiesow's elevator, in 
operation since 1903; and Kolstedt Lumber and Coal Co., founded 
by John Kolstedt in 1874, later operated by his son, Charles, and 
grandson, Harvey Kolstedt. On Apr. 1, 1922, the businesses 
consolidated under the name of the Monee Grain & Lumber Co. The 
merger was chiefly brought about through the necessity of changing 
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their business locations from the right of way of the Illinois Central 
railroad owing to the lowering of the tracks. 

At this time Miller and Schwiesow sold their old elevators which 
had been used at storage houses after they built new structures. 
Miller's elevator was purchased by Christ Pedersen and 
Schwiesow's by Fred Harmening. 

In May, 1922, Miller's elevator was moved from the west to the 
east side of the railroad. The building was raised and placed on 
rollers and immediately after train No. 26 had passed the cable was 
attached to the capstan and the horses started. There was no serious 
interruption of traffic as the actual moving time was only twenty-five 
minutes. The work was witnessed by a large number of people. The 
last week of July both the Schwiesow elevator and Kolstedt coal 
sheds were moved. 

The Monee Grain & Lumber Co. began operations at its new 
location around Aug. 1, and in October a new office building was 
erected south of the elevator. The elevator remained at this site 
until it was destroyed by fire Jan. 30, 1957. (See Major Disasters 
Chapter.) 

Monee Business Directory 

1873 

Miller & Herbert, Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries and Grain 
Plagge & Luehrs, Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries and Hardware 
Dickson & Moore, Lumber, Coal and Agricultural Implements 
Enos Minister, Groceries 
I. M. Sproule, Agent, lllinois Central Railroad 
August Schiffer, Merchant and Grain Dealer 
Henry M. Ward, Land Agent 
Leopold Lehmann, Hardware and Agricultural Implements 
Henry Conrad, Boot and Shoe Maker 
Jacob Busch, Harness Maker 
Gustavus Jordans, Wines and Liquors 
Jacob Wehrli, Blacksmith 
George Sonneborn, Tailor 
Adam Kettering, Hotel 
John Rimbach, Cheese Maker 
Nicholas Diedesch, Hotel 
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Dr. Theodore Wernigh, Physician 
Jacob Vatter, Carpenter 
Henry Hoffman, Carpenter 

Monee Business Directory 

1878 

Mrs. John P. Bohlander, Proprietress of the American Hotel and 
Livery 
Clinton K. Daniels, Traveling Agent for American Bible Society 
Laban Easterbrooks, Conveyancer and Real Estate Agent 
Gustavus Jordans, Sample and Billiard Rooms 
Christian Koepke, Proprietor of the German House, Sample Rooms 
and Livery 
Simon Miller, General Merchant and Grain Dealer 
Carl Pragst, General Hardware Merchant 
Rohmeier & Boden, Confectioners and Tobacconists 
August Schiffer, General Merchant and Grain Dealer 
Philip Triem, Merchant Tailor 
Adam Vatter, Jr., Lightning Rod and Insurance Agent 
Henry Conrad, Farm Machinery 
Herman Ziemer, Miller of the Grist Mill 
John Kolstedt, Lumber and Coal 
Herman Leseberg, Furniture and Undertaker 
George Sonneborn, Merchant Tailor 
John A. Heins, Druggist 
Jacob Wehrli, Blacksmith 
Adam Kettering, Hotel and Livery 
Christopher Schoenstedt, Manufacturer of Carriages, Farm and 
Road Wagons, Dealer in Farm Machinery 

Monee Business Directory 

1907 

Edwin E. Reed, Furniture Man and Undertaker 
Plagge & Schwiesow, Grain Dealers 
Henry Wagester, Blacksmith 
William J. Egdorf, Proprietor of Monee Meat Market 
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George S. Miller, Groceries and General Merchandise 
Frances Backus, Hotel and Ice Cream Parlor 
Edo R. Freese. General Merchandise 
Mrs. Fred P. Binder, Millinery 
Edward C. Lehmann, Hardware 
George Sonneborn's Sons, General Merchandise 
Charles Sonnenschein, Rag and Junk Man 
Mrs. Fred W. Sander, Millinery 
Henry Conrad & Son, Farm Machinery 
Fred A. Holl. Woodworker 
Fred W. Sander, Photographer and Jeweler 
Carl Kurze, Furniture Man and Undertaker 
August Plagge, General Merchandise 
Fred Wilke, Saloon 
Henry Janssen, Meat Market 
Dr. J. R. Bemisderfer, Physician and Surgeon 
Dr. H. H. Porter, Dentist 
Mrs. August Grabs, Proprietress of American Hotel 
Ernst Smit, Barber 
Christian 1. Mauer, Harness Shop 
Eastern Will County State Bank 
Plumhoff Bros., Cigar Manufacturers 
Charles Kolstedt, Lumber and Coal 
Andrew Wehrli, Blacksmith 
Mrs. Kathrina Kettering, Hotel 

The Pappas Confectionery Store, 29 Oak Road, opened in 1915. Shown are Mrs. 
Thomas (Francelia) Pappas and James Tinney, taken in 1929. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Shirley Rameriz 
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The interior of the Gerloff Confectionery Store at 13 Main Street, taken in 1937. 
Mrs. Otto (Anna) Gerloff, proprietress. Mr. and Mrs. Gerloff purchased the former 
Christ Mauer harness shop in December, 1928, and shortly thereafter opened for 
business. 

Courtesy of Roy Gerloff 

EASTERN WILL COUNTY STATE BANK 

Alexander Hamilton, first U. S. Secretary of the Treasury, 
persuaded Congress to establish the first bank of the United States 
in Philadelphia in 1791. Soon after banks began io open in eastern 
cities but the early settler who came to the Midwest had no such 
monetary depositories so he had to improvise and put his savings in 
a "posthole bank." He would remove a fence post, place his money 
in a metal can at the bottom of the hole, and replace the post. 
Consequently, only he know the location of cache. 

The first bank of Monee--the Eastern WiII County 'State Bank
-was organized and built in 1903. Of Roman architecture, with a 
Bedford stone front, it was erected at an approximate cost of 
$11,000. Organized in July by George S. MiIIer, John Kolstedt, John 
Sonneborn and Henry J. Schluntz, it had a capital of 525,000. Its 
doors opened for business Aug. 10, 1903, under the direction of 
John Kolstedt, president; Albert P. Lilley, vice-president; Henry J. 
Schluntz, secretary; and George S. Miller, cashier. Other members 
of the first board of directors were John Scheidt, Louis Siefer, Fred 
Nagel, Nicholas Fortmiller and George Sonneborn. 
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Eastern Will County State Bank built in 1903. Demolished Nov. 20, 1971. 

Courtesy of Russell Printing Co. 

The bank was in operation only nine months when an attempt was 
made to relieve it of its contents: 

An attempt to rob the Eastern Will County State Bank at Monee 
was made at an early hour Tuesday morning. The report of a charge 
of nitroglycerine which was used to force a way through the vault 
wall was heard by Police Officer Henry Herbst who ran to the 
engine house and rang the fire bell to alarm the citizens. 
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The fire alarm frightened the robbers and they left the building 
without having effected an entrance to the vault. When the quickly 
aroused citizens arrived at the bank no trace of the burglars could 
be found. 

The vault of the Monee bank is of unusually strong construction 
and this in all probability was what foiled the plans of the burglars. 
The vault has brick walls of double thickness with an air space 
between. It is lined with Bessemer steel plates. The door is massive 
and much stronger than that usually found in country banks. 

The burglars entered the building through a basement window 
which is used as a coal hole. It was protected by a strong grating 
fastened with a padlock. The lock was pried off with a jimmy. 

The burglars first tried to drill the vault door, but their drill 
evidently was not equal to the task of penetrating the hard steel. 
Three shallow holes near the combination lock show where the 
attempts were made. 

Giving up the attempt to force the door the burglars then went 
into the directors' room which is located south of the vault and tried 
to force an opening through the wall with nitroglycerine. The charge 
tore a hole about eighteen inches across through the outer wall. The 
report of this explosion was heard by Officer Herbst who was near 
Smit's barber shop at the time. He suspected an attempted burglary 
and hastened to give the alarm by ringing the fire bell. 

To have reached the bank funds it would have been necessary for 
the robbers to penetrate the inner vault wall and the steel lining and 
the walls of a massive time-lock safe in which the money is kept. 

The only loss which the bank sustained is the damaged vault wall 
and a window which was broken by the concussion caused by the 
explosion. 

A small jimmy found in the alley on the north side of the bank 
and a bottle of nitroglycerine which lay on the floor of the directors' 
room are the only tools which the robbers left behind them. No one 
saw the robbers and it is not known how many there were. The 
explosion which Officer Herbst heard occurred at a quarter past 
twelve. 
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Earlier in the night the officer noticed that the grating to the 
basement window was open, but as there were pieces of coal lying 
close to it, he supposed that it had been opened to fill the coal bin 
that day and that the men had neglected to close it and paid no 
attention to it. 

The damage to the bank is fully covered by burglar insurance. 
The Peotone Vedette, Mar. 18, 1904 

In the Jan. 12, 1906, Monee Review the bank advertised its desire 
for business in a limerick: 

"A rolling stone gathers no moss, ,. 
And the same may be said of a dollar, 

But put them away 
In a safe place to stay 

And in old age you won't have to bother. 

In 1907 the Eastern Will County State Bank was described as one 
of the strongest in Will county with a capital stock of 525,000 and a 
surplus of $9,000. 

Following the resignation of John Kolstedt in January, 1909, 
George Sonneborn was elected president while Nicholas Fortmiller 
was chosen vice-president. After the death of the latter on Mar. 18, 
1917, John Scheidt held the position of vice-president until his 
death, when he was succeeded by Philip Glaser who began his 
service Jan. 23, 1918. George S. Miller was the cashier and active 
head of the institution from the beginning. His son, Harold, was 
elected secretary in January, 1922. Fred Emde was made teller, 
Dec. 1, 1923; and Martin Peters became associated with the bank as 
bookkeeper and auditor in 1920. 

In 1928 besides having paid annual dividends of eight per cent the 
Eastern Will County State Bank at that time had accumulated a 
surplus of $50,000, and undivided profits of 512,839.99. The bank 
was known as an honor roll bank, its surplus and undiviqed profits 
being in excess of its capital. It was due to the efforts of the bank 
that Monee was the first town in TIlinois to "go over the top" at the 
time of the issue of the first Liberty Loan of World War I. 

The Eastern Will County State Bank was the victim of two daring 
holdups in 1930: 
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Two unmasked bandits armed with revolvers entered the Eastern 
Will County State Bank of Monee about 9:20 Saturday morning, 
Jan. 11, and within a few minutes emptied the money drawers and 
safe in the vault of $9, 700, which one of the bandits stuffed into a 
flour sack. 

Only three persons were in the bank when the bandits entered. 
They were Fred Emde, teller; Miss Alice Smit, stenographer; and 
William Bischel, a local farmer. Bischel was standing in front of the 
teller's window talking to Emde with his back to the entrance and 
before any attention was paid to the men who entered, Bischel was 
pushed aside and when he looked up he was looking into a revolver 
held closely to his body by one of the bandits. In the meantime, the 
other man walked into the bank room and ordered Miss Smit to 
follow the others into the directors' room, where they were kept 
standing with arms aloft until the money was in the sack. 

When the bandit had finished the job he signaled his partner in 
the directors' room, and Emde was then ordered to put on his 
overcoat and hat and told to accompany them as he was wanted in 
the "Heights. .. Emde complied and walked between the bandits to 
their Buick coupe which was parked in front of the Backus hotel a 
few feet south of the bank. 

Just as they were entering the auto Henry A. Kuersten came 
walking past and seeing Emde get into the car said in a jocular way, 
"Hello Fred, better look out you don't get stuck in a snowbank, " 
never giving a thought to what was happening. 

They had a little difficulty in getting the car started, but after 
starting were soon on the way north on Route 49. At the Becker 
road crossing two miles north of town they stopped and let Emde 
out and stepped on the gas again. 

Emde saw the section men working nearby on the 1. C. and had 
the foreman bring him back to town on the speeder. He was back in 
the bank about the time Miss Smit and Bischel spread the alarm of 
what had happened, as they were warned to keep quiet when the 
bandits left, otherwise Emde would be harmed. 

George S. Miller, cashier of the bank, was at the grain elevator 
when the bandits looted the bank and when he was notified of the 
robbery and the direction the bandits took, he immediately 
telephoned the highway police at Homewood, the sheriffs office, 
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and the police station at Chicago Heights to be on the lookout for a 
Buick coupe. 

Shortly after noon word reached Monee that a car answering the 
description had been abandoned on Sauk Trail east of Richton Park 
near the Indian Hill Country Club. 

John Matson, manager of the country club, next received the 
surprise of his life when the bandits came to his residence on foot, 
one of them carrying a grip and flour sack and the other a gun on 
his shoulder and told him a hard luck story of having been hunti'fl;g 
and their car stalled in the snowbank on Sauk Trail and being 
unable to start it and had an important appointment at Steger within 
the next few minutes and whether he wouldn't be kind enough to 
take them there in his car. 

Matson at first offered to help them start their car, but no, this 
would take too long and they would miss their appointment. He then 
took them in his car and hurried toward Steger, but before he got a 
half a mile from home he was suddenly looking into the barrel of a 
revolver held close to his head and ordered to stop and get out and 
the bandits continued their journey alone, leaving Matson to hoof it 
back home. The Monee Review, Jan. 16, 1930 

Harry Lee Watson, an ex-convict, was arrested in Springfield, 
Mo., by postal authorities in September, 1930, and from photo
graphs was identified by Emde and Matson as one of the bandits 
who robbed the Eastern Will County State Bank on Jan. 11. Watson 
confessed to the crime and also of robbing the Frankfort State Bank 
and was sentenced in October, 1930, to serve 10 years in the Fed
eral prison at Leavenworth, Kan. 

A lone bandit driving a Model A Ford coupe held up the assistant 
cashier of the Eastern Will County State Bank in Monee Oct. 24, 
and succeeded in getting away with $8,124 of the bank's funds. 

The holdup occurred shortly after the opening of the bank and 
Fred Emde was alone behind the cashier's window when the young 
man of sandy complexion and about 25 years of age entered the 
bank and momentarily surveying the surroundings whipped his 
revolver on Mr. Emde and with an oathe ordered him to lie on the 
floor as it was a stickup. 

He emptied the cash drawers of currency and then made Emde 
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accompany him to the vault where he took the main plunder from 
the safe. The bandit then backed out of the vault and attempted to 
close the vault door but was unable to accomplish this so made a 
hurried exit from the building, running to his car which he parked in 
the rear of the Miller Store building, with the motor running. 

After entering the car he headed for the Crete-Monee road 
towards Dixie Highway. He passed a number of farmers who were 
coming to town and they reported that he was hitting 60 miles per 
hour or better when they passed him. 

As soon as the alarm was spread to nearby towns, officers tried to 
intercept him but he made his getaway without being seen by any 
officers. He was seen, however, at the junction of Crete-Monee road 
and Dixie where he turned north on Dixie Hwy. at breakneck speed. 
The Monee Review, Oct. 31, 1930 

Leland Lines, 22, of Kankakee was arrested about two weeks later 
in Miami, Fla., charged with transporting a stolen car from lllinois 
and found on him were letters implicating him as the lone bandit 
who robbed the Monee Bank. Mr. Emde positively identified Lines 
as the robber. About half the money was recovered. 

MONEE STATE BANK 

A second banko-the Monee State Bank--was organized by 
prominent businessmen and farmers in 1913. Temporary quarters 
were established in the Edo R. Freese store before the erection of 
the bank building. At this location the bank opened for business on 
Sept. 22, 1913. 

Officers of the newly organized bank were Edo R. Freese, 
president, and John H. Freese, cashiet:. The board of directors were 
William Plagge, Charles Westphal, August Plagge and Edo R. 
Freese of Monee, and E. J. Conley of Joliet. 

The bank building was erected in the fall and winter of 1913-14 on 
the Cellarius lot on Oak road at an approximate cost of $10,000. The 
structure was 30 x SO feet with two stories and a basement. The side 
and rear walls were of brick and the front of Bedford stone. 

Two bandits walked into the Monee State Bank shortly before 2 
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o'clock on the afternoon of Oct. 25, 1917, held up cashier John 
Freese and took $200. 

Freese was alone in the bank at the time and as the bandits 
entered one approached him and asked, "Is there a hotel in town?" 

"Never mind the hotel,--throw up your hands!" the other bandit 
shouted, pulling out a revolver. 

Freese's hands went up in the air, and the bandits leaped over a 
railing, seized Freese, bound and gagged him. 

The men gathered up a stack of bills from the counter and started 
a search for more loot. 

Freese, lying on the floor, struggled furiously to release his 
hands. He finally rolled over to a corner of the banking room where 
an electric alarm buzzer was located: he managed to ring the buzzer 
with his head. An alarm was sounded in the store of his father, Edo 
R. Freese, two doors north of the bank. Arthur Peters, a clerk in the 
store, ran to the bank but when he attempted to enter two revolvers 
flashed ominously in his face and he ran back to the store, 
spreading an alarm. 

August Schwiesow, a grain dealer with offices across the street 
from the bank, went to the building with a gun and opened fire on 
the bandits. They ran out a rear door toward a cornfield south of 
town. Before a posse of local men could break through the field the 
men separated, and after a half-hour's search the posse saw one 
bandit entering the farmhouse of Ezra Yando on Pauling road, east 
of Raccoon Grove. 

In 1972, Mrs. Ezra (Emma) Yando recalled that she and her 
mother-in-law, Mrs. Noah Yando, were in the house when the 
robber entered. The former ran out when she saw the man's 
revolver and then remembered her aged mother-in-law was still 
sitting in a rocking chair in the house. She went back to get the 
elder Mrs. Yando out of the house and discovered the robber had 
run upstairs. 

In the meantime Will county sheriff Scholl and his deputies were 
notified of the robbery and they immediately came to the scene. 
They joined the local men and the Yando farmyard and Pauling road 
in front of the home were swarming with about fifty determined 
men armed with shotguns. Some entered the house and were posted 
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on the ground level while the gunman quietly remained upstairs. 
According to Mrs. Yando, Henry Herbst, Monee village policeman, 
ordered the robber to surrender or else tear gas would be brought 
out from Joliet and used. The robber agreed to surrender if given 
police protection from the crowd. When assured that this would be 
granted, he gave up. 

The other robber, as he ran through the Yando farm, hid the loot 
under a small bridge out in a field. He was apprehended in a 
cornfield on the Harry Schultz farm, one-half mile east of the Yando 
home. He revealed the hiding place of the money and by nightfall 
the $200 was back again in the safe at the Monee State Bank. 

In January, 1918, the two bandits, Frank Barry of Chicago and 
Robert Jones of Peoria were sentenced in the Joliet circuit court and 
given from one to fourteen years for their crime. 

In March, 1920, the bank was reorganized and new officers took 
charge. The new organization controlled approximately 80 per cent 
of the stock. William Plagge was elected president and Arthur C. 
Albers, cashier, with E. A. Wathier as vice president. These three 
along with Attorney H. Rehn and George R. Hess comprised the 
board of directors. Albers, the new cashier, had been teller of the 
Eastern Will County State Bank since it was organized in 1903. 

BANKS CLOSE 

As early as 1922, in the rural sections of the United States, banks 
began to fail and many farming communities were without banking 
privileges. The Monee banks continued to serve the area during this 
period but in the early 1930's there was a frightened rush to 
withdraw deposits as small banks began to close; the two Monee 
banks became victims of this crisis. 

The first to close was the Monee State Bank in December, 1931, 
followed by the Eastern Will County State Bank in July, 1932. 

The following year the banks started paying dividends to the 
depositors, the Monee State Bank paid its first dividend in January, 
1933, of ten per cent. In February the books and files of both banks 
were taken to Joliet and consolidated under one receivership. 
Dividends were paid by the banks periodically and in November, 
1939, the final dividend payments were made as all assets had been 
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collected and sold. The Eastern Will County State Bank paid a total 
of 43.2 per cent and the Monee State Bank a total of 44.3 per cent 
to the depositors. 

The deputy receiver of the two Monee banks put the bank 
buildings up for pUblic sale on Mar. 10, 1939. The highest bid for 
each building was $110. There were about four years back taxes on 
each building. 

Louis Carstens of Crete acquired the former Eastern Will County 
State Bank building in January, 1941, remodeled it, and opened a 
meat market on the first floor with living quarters on the upper 
level. In May, 1946, he sold the building to Conrad Riechers and 
thereafter for many years it remained a tavern with various owners 
and operators. In October, 1970, Illinois Bell Telephone Co. bought 
the property and had the old landmark demolished Nov. 20, 1971. 

The Monee State Bank building at 109 Oak road was purchased 
by Stanley Anderson in 1943 and since 1948 it has housed the 
Monee Instrument Works on the lower level. The Anderson family 
have living quarters in the second-floor apartment. It is one of the 
few remaining landmarks of Monee. 

CARDOX CORPORATION 

The first visible proof that Monee township was ripe for industrial 
development was when Cardox Corporation built a plant one and a 
half miles north of Monee on the Illinois Central railroad and U. S. 
highway 54. 

Cardox, headquartered in Chicago, was founded in June, 1927, as 
the Safety Mining Company and was owned by Herbert Bell, the 
millionaire owner of Bell and Zoller Coal Company. Bell formed the 
Safety Mining Co. to manufacture carbon dioxide to be used for 
blasting within his mines. He expanded operations by selling carbon 
dioxide to many of the major coal mining companies of the country. 

The present name of Cardox was adopted in 1937. Constant 
confusion between the Safety Mining Company and the Mining 
Safety Company of Minneapolis, Minn., acted as a catalytic force for 
the name change. 

When Cardox decided to expand into the fire protection field in 
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1938, a plant was necessary to conduct research and to run tests of 
the various fire fighting equipment. The following year an old 
laundry building was leased in Hammond, Ind. By 1940, Cardox was 
seriously in need of a new location to test their equipment, as well 
as manufacture it. 

A three-member committee, formed within the company, was 
established to find a new location and they selected a tentative site 
near Downers Grove, Ill., pending the final approval of Herbert 
Bell. 

While the committee was searching for an adequate site, Bell had 
made an agreement with the Illinois Central railroad concerning the 
purchasing of railroad land. When Bell heard the final decision of 
the committee's plant site, he rejected their findings and decided to 
build a plant on the land purchased from the Illinois Central. Bell 
rejected the committee's proposal primarily because he discovered 
that they had chosen a site within Cook county. His Bell and Zoller 
Coal Co. was the primary supplier of coal to the Chicago public 
schools; and after he had had difficulty with both the schools and 
Cook county with reference to coal contracts, he didn't want any
future deahngs with either entity. . 

Herbert Bell's arrangement with the Illinois Central is an 
interesting locational factor. Both Bell and the. railroad profited from 
the transaction. For years the Illinois Central had been transporting 
coal from the Bell and Zoller mines in southern Illinois. With an 
agreement of a contract to make Bell and Zoller the major coal 
supplier of the Illinois Central at below market rates, the railroad 
had to supply Bell a large section of land at very reasonable rates 
along the I. C. tracks. Consequently, the railroad provided 
approximately 17 acres of land just north of the village of Monee 
and also agreed to build a railroad spur into the property. 

Shortly after completion of the plant in 1941, Cardox executives 
realized many shortcomings of the plant site. True, Bell achieved his 
purpose of locating a plant outside of Cook county with plenty of 
open spaces available for fire and blasting tests; but the general 
Monee area in 1941 was primarily populated by farmers who didn't 
need factory employment. The prOblems developed from labor 
shortage were temporarily solved by Cardox and eventually solved 
by time. Commuter train lines ended at Matteson, Ill., some six 
miles north of Monee. To draw people from the southern suburbs of 
Chicago, Cardox organized a shuttle service from Matteson to the 
Monee plant. With the development of Park Forest in 1950, the 
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labor shortage came to an end; and Cardox discontinued its shuttle 
service. 

The moving sprawl of the suburbs into the Monee area changed 
rural villages into a more suburban-like atmosphere. Prior to 1950, 
the villages of Monee, Peotone, Matteson and Crete were farming 
communities with little or no available labor force. Today these 
villages supply the bulk of the labor employed at the Monee plant. 

/'Ipy/(f/ 

Herbert Bell died in 1--9SO' and three years later Marmon 
Herrington bought controlling interest of Cardox. Cardox 
Corporation operated as a subsidiary of Marmon Herrington up until 
its acquisition by Chemetron Corporation in 1958. 

The Monee plant of the Cardox division of Chemetron Corporation 
produces bulk liquid storage systems, truck and truck trailer 
refrigeration systems, and fire extinguishing systems and 
equipment. Products manufactured at Monee are sold world-wide. 

Cardox Corporation's Monee plant was primarily located on Jl 
whim of Herbert Bell. The success of the plant can Be seen through 
additions that were neces·sary in 1943, 1952, 1962, and 1971. To say 
that the plant prospered by chance may be partially correct, but the 
unique equipment manufactured at the Monee plant may have also 
accounted for some of the success of the location. 
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CHAPTER XV 

REVEILLE AND TAPS 

. '... a time of war, and a time ofpeace. .. 
Eccl. 3:8 

CIVIL WAR DAYS IN MONEE 

"We are the richer for valor displayed alike by those who fought 
so valiantly for the right, and by those who, no less valiantly, fought 
for what they deemed the right." 

Theodore Roosevelt 

The stand taken by Illinois in the .. War Between the States," 
1861-1865, was of supreme importance. Because of its geographical 
location the state extended farther south than any other free state. 
Southern Illinois was settled mainly by immigrants from the slave 
states; some of the wealthier even brought their slaves with them, 
whereas, northern Illinois was definitely "Yankee." The sentiment 
seemed about evenly divided on the slavery question. The matter 
was settled in favor of freedom by a popular vote in 1822; the stand 
once taken was firmly held to. 

Tension mounted between the North and South and climaxed Apr. 
12, 1861, when Confederate soldiers fired on Fort Sumter in 
Charleston harbor, South Carolina, manned by Union forces--war 
had begun. 

On Apr. 15, President Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers for 
three months' service, for few Americans supposed the war, if there 
was really to be a war, would extend beyond this length. In 
response to the President's request the whole North seemed to rise. 
The heart of the people stood by Lincoln and the Union. 

Will county readily supported the Union cause with more than its 
quota of men and money. At the close of the conflict in 1865, 
statistics showed that volunteers from Will county totaled between 
3,000 and 4,000 men, of whom, more than 500 lost their lives on the 
battlefield. 

Immediately the people of Monee displayed their patriotism and 
organized "Save the Union" meetings which were held at the 
Illinois Central railroad house (grain depot). Red, white and blue 
banners hung from the rafters and stirring speeches aroused many 
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young men to volunteer and enlist in the Union army following these 
meetings. 

By the end of 1864 most of the volunteers were already in the 
service, and when at this time the government requested that each 
town send an additional six men for army duty, this was no small 
order. Monee township was still sparsely populated and most of the 
young men were of German extraction and many of them or their 
fathers migrated to the United States to avoid conscription into the 
German army, so it was understandable why some were reluctant to 
join the army of their adopted country. 

Monee township officials, like many surrounding towns, 
established a war fund; the money to be paid as a bounty to anyone 
who would volunteer, thereby filling its quota. Excerpts from records 
of special town meetings for this purpose ensue verbatim: 

A special town meeting was held at Daniel Schaefer's Hotel 
[located at 13 Oak road, later the American Hotel] in the Town of 
Monee, Will County, State of Illinois, on the 24th day of January, 
1865, for the purpose of raising by "tax money" sufficient to fill our 
quota for the coming draft. The meeting was called to order by B. 
Hayen, town clerk. J. W. Young on motion was duly chosen to 
preside as moderator and was sworn in by B. Hayen, town clerk; 
entered on the duties of his office, then proceeded to vote by ballot 
pertinent to notice. 

A motion of A. Herbert to raise a 3 per cent tax was carried and 
voted for by.ballot and decided as follows: 

For a 3 per cent tax 99 
For tax 8 
No tax 16 

The following resolutions were on motion and carried: 
1.	 Moved and carried that this town bounty money shall be 

collected by the next collector for the ensuing year without any 
percentage. 

2.	 Moved and carried that there be appointed a committee of three 
to obtain recruits for the next draft. Those are: Fritz Gloor, J. S. 
Earl and J. W. Young. 

3. Moved and carried that the committee shall have $1.50 per day 
while in actual attendance for the town. 
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4.	 Moved and carried to issue town scrips of $25 each and draw 
interest of ten per cent payable on one year. 

J.	 W. Young, Moderator 
B. Hayen, Town Clerk 

In compliance with the foregoing meeting the board of auditors 
convened two days later: 

We the undersigned composing the Board of Auditors of said 
Town of Monee do hereby certify that the following is the nature of 
the claims and demands against said town presented to us this day 
to be audited showing to whom the several amounts are allowed. 

A tax of three per cent for the purpose of procuring volunteers to 
fill the quota of this draft voted by legal voters of said town being 
guided by the assessment of the year 1864. The amount of taxable 
property of said town $196,851.00 at three per cent amounts to five 
thousand nine hundred and five dollars and that we have this day 
audited and allowed said amount as above stated. 

Witness our hands this 26th day of January A.D. 1865. 

A.	 Herbert, Supervisor 
B. Hayen, Town Clerk 
Charles Klein, Collector 
B.	 Sheridan, Assessor 

The last recorded special meeting of Monee citizens with regards 
to the raising of bounty money for draft volunteers was held at the 
railroad house on Feb. 25, 1865. J. W. Young again served as 
moderator. An additional resolution passed at this meeting was as 
follows: 

This town tax shall be divided equally between those who 
volunteer or find substitutes. If the recruiting committee is not able 
to procure recruits to fill our quota, then the money or scrip shall go 
equal parts to those men who will be drafted. 

Drifters looking for a "fast buck" would visit a town, volunteer, 
colhct the bounty, enlist, then desert and repeat the procedure in 
another territory. These "bounty jumpers" were seldom 
apprehended as army identification records during the Civil Wat 
were crude and incomplete. 
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"Fifteen Years Ago of the Patriotism of Will Co." by George H. 
Woodruff, published in 1876, includes the roster of Civil War 
soldiers from Will county. The list names those who volunteered 
from Monee township; this, along with additional information found 
elsewhere gives a rather precise account of local men who fought to 
preserve the Union. 

Twelve young men of Monee who served in the 20th Illinois 
regiment, all of whom enlisted between Sept. 20 and Nov. 3, 1864, 
were the privates Martin Chadwick, Ebenezer Albright, Adam 
Berkey, Michael Bolan, Fred Herbert, William Kleese, Frederick 
Martins, Frederick Shatley, James Skeene, Joseph Thorne, Fred 
Tank and William Shires. 

Privates Isaiah Cook, Samuel Ford and William Orr were in the 
64th Illinois regiment: of these, two made the supreme sacrifice, 
Cook was severely wounded and died at Atlanta July 22, 1864; Orr 
was killed at Kenesaw June 27, 1864. 

In the 51st Illinois regiment were three Monee men, Pvt. Jacob 
Veezle, Pvt. Patrick Clark, who became a prisoner of war; and Capt. 
Richard Barber who was promoted in the ranks from private to 
captain. He also served in the 13th Colored U. S. Infantry and was 
wounded three times, at Chickamauga, Nickajack and Kenesaw. 

Pvt. Elias G. Neeld was with the 61st Illinois regiment, while 
privates Columbus Brown and George Williams were of the 98th 
Illinois regiment. 

The 82nd Illinois regiment was well represented by Monee boys: 
Principal Musician Gustave Jordans, Musician August Ehrhardt, 
Corporal Adam Kumpley, and privates Charles Harden, Jacob 
Gloor, Fritz Stade, William Struve, Carl Struve and Gustave 
Warnecke; and recruits Anton Carstons, Henry Carstons and Gregor 
Haentger. Of these, Pvt. Gloor was wounded in the shoulder at 
Chancellorsville and promoted to corporal; Pvt. Warnecke also was 
wounded in the shoulder. Pvt. Henry Carstons was reported missing 
at the battle of Chancellorsville and later announced as killed. 

A number of local young men served in the famous 100th Illinois 
regiment: Corporal Phillip Bohlander, who died at Quincy, lil., Mar. 
29, 1865; and the privates John P. Jones, a prisoner of the 
Confederates; Edward Goodenow, wounded at Mission Ridge; 
Decatur Goodenow, wounded at Chickamauga; Jame:i M. Johnson; 
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Francis Lafayette, who was struck by a rebel shell and lost his left 
arm at Chickamauga; Clinton Phillips, Nelson Smith, Reuben 
Warwick, and Christopher Wilham who was promoted to sergeant. 
Also Pvt. Diedrich Hellman, who was captured by the Confederates 
and confined in Libby prison at Richmond, Va., until exchanged. 

Pvt. Isaac Pixley 'served in the 115th Illinois regiment. 

The mounted soldiers of the cavalry led the Union to victory on 
numerous battlefields. Those of the 3rd U. S. Cavalry from Monee 
were the privates Henry Keaker, Lorenzo Mathews, and Charles 
Berger who died at Fort Snelling, Miss., June 23, 1865. 

Serving in the 6th U. S. Cavalry were recruits James Kennepp, 
Joel Gardner, Jordon Pickering, Abisha Pickering, Cyrus Garrett 
and Thomas Kennepp. The last two died in the service of their 
country; Garett at Nashville, Tenn., July 9, 1865, and Kennepp at 
Demopolis, Ala., Sept. 19, 1865. 

Three privates, Arthur F. Clark, Richard Hellman and William T. 
J. Arthur were with the 8th U. S. Cavalry; Pvt. Clark died at 
Washington, D.C. on Jan. 29, 1863. Recruits in the same company 
were Lyman W. Farnaham, Edwin A. Gardner, and George A. 
Baker who died in Virginia July 18, 1862. 

Recruit Conrad Krieckenberg was a member of Company F, in the 
9th U. S. Cavalry, as was William Rabe. 

Those of the 13th U. S. Cavalry serving from Will county were 
mostly from Monee township. Included in the roster were Capt. 
Adam Sachs, who enlisted Dec. 31, 1861, as a 2nd lieutenant and 
was promoted May 4, 1862; and 2nd Lieut. Adolph Schule, an 
enlistee of Dec. 21, 1861. Those holding the rank of sergeant were 
Henry Harken, Peter Schlanter (farrier), Albert A. Harken, Henry J. 
Caistens, Berup Christ Claussen, Ernest Strecker and Saddle Sgt. 
Henry Busch. Gustave Nagle and Dietrich Somumocher were 
corporals; and Johann Franzen and Johannis Becker were buglers. 

Privates of the 13th Cavalry were Frederick Blishm, John 
Corthauer, John Tromm, Christ Haagan, William Hess, Henry 
Keenke, Christoph Kohler, Michael Mammoser, Wilhelm Mertens, 
Henry Toreser, Emile Troethlisberger, Carl Scharnhorst, Ludwig 
Strecker, Henry Sellman, George Bernard Triarks; and Nicholas 
Kay, who died of wounds at Little Rock, Ark., Dec. 20, 1864. 
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Two young men who served in the 1st U. S. Army Corps were 
privates Julius Worchester and Asahel S. Davis. 

The list of servicemen from Monee township concludes with Pvt. 
W. F. Mattoon, 38th Illinois regiment; and Pvt. James H. Owen 
(regiment unknown). 

There were other young men from Monee who served in the Civil 
War and enlisted elsewhere and later settled in the community, 
such as Pvt. John Schlotthauer and Pvt. John Zirzow. The latter 
immigrated to the United States shortly before the war, and before 
becoming a citizen enlisted at Chicago in the 105th Illinois Infantry 
on Nov. 5, 1861, and served until the close of hostilities. He took 
part in Sherman's march from Atlanta to the sea and fought in 
many of the battles in the heart of the Confederacy. He was the last 
surviving Civil War veteran of the Monee vicinity, his death 
occurring May 13, 1919. 

Many of the Civil War dead of Monee are buried at St. Paul's 
cemetery. At the Memorial Day celebration of 1912 fifteen graves of 
those who defended the Union were decorated with flags and 
wreaths. 

"THE WAR TO END WAR" 

A great war broke out in Europe July 28, 1914, and before it 
ended it involved 29 nations. America sincerely tried to remain 
neutral during this titanic struggle but German atrocities against the 
United States made thousands of Americans ready to fight 
Germany, and on Apr. 6, 1917, the United States declared war. 

The American armed forces were small and lacked the experience 
the European fighting men had gained since 1914. The army and 
navy needed men so a selective draft act was passed in July, 1917. 
All men between the ages of 18 and 45 were required to register; 
then 2,810,296 men were drawn by lot and were the first called for 
military duty. 

Many of the families of the servicemen of Monee were affiliated 
with St. Paul's Evangelical Church and on Sunday evening, July 28, 
1918, an appropriate service was held in their honor. Three new 
flags were dedicated: the American flag, service flag and Christian 

179 



.,
 

flag. The Rev. A. B. Gaebe conducted the impressive 
ceremonies,--the large Stars and Stripes hung in the archway at the 
front of the auditorium, flanked by the Christian and service flags. 
Parents and relatives of servicemen pinned stars on the service flag, 
one to represent each young man in the armed forces. for a total of 
eighteen stars. 

Patriotism ran high and everyone was willing to do their bit as 
can be seen from an article published in the Monee Review, July 25, 
1918: 

Walnut is still badly needed by the government for the 
manufacture of airplane propellors and gunstocks and an appeal is 
sent by the Bureau of Aircraft Production for persons with walnut 
trees twelve inches or more in diameter to come forward and sell 
them to mills holding government contracts. In response to this 
plead William Deutsche of Monee sold about 100 walnut trees this 
month and was paid a very good price. 

Private George Buchmeier, 39th Infantry, I Division, made the 
supreme sacrifice at the Battle of Meuse-Argonne on Oct. 10, 1918. 
He was laid to rest in France. 

Pvt. George Buchmeier 

Courtesy of Mrs. Loretta Jacobs 
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After the war, Pvt. Buchmeier's body was returned from a 
battlefield grave for reburial, and arrived in Monee Oct. 20, 1921, 
and was taken to the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Buchmeier, Sr. The oaken casket was draped with a large American 
flag. 

A military funeral was held Oct. 23 with ex-servicemen from 
surrounding towns participating in the rites. A military band of 3S 
men arrived in Monee on a special car of the interurban line and 
marched to the family residence and escorted the body to St. Paul's 
cemetery. 

At the funeral Rev. A.B. Gaebe of St. Paul's Evangelical Church 
read extracts from a letter received from C. H. Evans of Peoria, 
Iowa, a buddy who served in the same company with Pvt. 
Buchmeier: 

We went up on the line on the night of Oct. 8 through mud and 
drizzling rain. The morning of the 9th we started forward through 
the Argonne Woods. We suffered a few casualties. We took 
possession of some German trenches for the night and resumed the 
advance the next morning. We took a timber-covered hill and 
stopped on the top to rest. While here the Germans began shelling 
us. We immediately rushed forward to get out of the shelled zone. 
We were in single file on a footpath and could see hardly ten feet on 
either side. The shell that killed John Smackhamer Oct. 10, killed 
ten or twelve of the boys. He and his buddy, Buchmeier, were killed 
instantly. He was the third man back of me. 

The rites at the cemetery concluded with a salute from the firing 
squad and taps sounded by the bugler. 

The village flag flew at half-mast from the time the body arrived 
until burial. 

Pvt. Buchmeier was born in Monee Apr. 27, 1893, and was the 
first called from Monee under the selective service act and left with 
the first contingent from Will county in September, 1917. 

Private Walter Werner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Werner, of 
Monee township, was another local soldier to die while in the 
service of his country. Pvt. Werner died Oct. 19, 1918, at Camp 
Mills, New York, as a result of pneumonia. He was waiting 
embarkation for overseas duty at the time of his death. 
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His body arrived in Monee by train the same night following his 
death and was taken to his home and services were held the next 
day at the Immanuel Lutheran Church, west of Richton Park, with 
the Rev. Christia Merkle officiating and burial in the church 
cemetery. The military rites of the service were conducted by the 
Chicago Heights Home Guard. The village of Monee paid tribute to 
his memory by flying the village flat atop the fire house at half
mast the week of his death. 

Pvt. Werner was born in Monee Nov. 21, 1895, and spent all his 
life on the farm with his parents. He entered military service in 
June of 1918. 

German chemists devised bombs which exploded when thrown 
among the Allied troops, sending off a poisonous gas. A Monee 
soldier, Pfc. Otto G. Wolf, 3rd Pioneer Infantry, was a victim of this 
gas, although at the time it was not thought to be serious. His 
regiment was fighting near the front lines when the armistice was 
signed. The last ten years of his life he suffered the aftereffects of 
the gas which grew worse from year to year. He died at Veterans' 
Administration hospital, Hines, m., Mar. 2, 1944. He was born in 
Marion, Kan., June 19, 1890, and while still an infant came to 
Monee with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Wolf. 

On Nov. 11, 1918, at 5 0'clock in the morning the armistice was 
signed, and at 11 o'clock the cease-fire order was given. Germany 
was beaten,--the war was over. 

As the official news was flashed along the wires that an armistice 
was signed, citizens of Monee were awakened by the continuous 
whistling of the early trains, conveying the news to the townspeople 
and long before daylight the jubilee began. Soon the air was fined 
with the ringing of church, school and fire bells. 

Emotions, long restrained, broke loose and in a few minutes 
everyone was awake and before dawn the boys and girls were 
parading the streets singing the .. Star Spangled Banner" and other 
patriotic songs. The parade was soon joined by many of the older 
citizens and the merrymaking continued throughout the morning 
hours. The business houses closed at noon and merchants 
celebrated the war's ending in their own fashion. 

In the afternoon the school children formed another parade and 
marched through the principal streets of the village. Many of the 
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older residents went to Chicago Heights to continue the celebration. 
Nearly all day the air resounded with the noise of blowing whistles 
at Chicago Heights and Steger factories. 

The sentiment in every heart was "Thank God for peace." 

Armistice Day, Nov. 11, 1918. Engelke Hotel on left; American Hotel on right. 
Edward Buchmeier is standing in the box wagon. On the hayrack, left to right: 
William Gray Jr., Alvin Buchmeier, Louis Buchmeier, the next three are unknown, 
Frank Depperman, Henry Behrens and Fred Wilke. Fred Doss is holding the 
horses. 

Courtesy of William Gray 

The Monee servicemen honor roll published in the local 
newspaper at the close of the war included the following: 

Enlisted Men in Army 
*Elmer C. Plagge 
*LeRoy Luehrs 
Lieut. C. F. McFall 

*Sgt. Leslie Browne 

In Naval Service 
*Frank Smith 
Joseph Pettaway 
Lorenz Schoenstedt 
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Selected Men 
A ndrew Wolff 

*Simon P. Gorman 
*Edwin D. Kachel 
*Otto E. Vring 
Henry Schroeder 

*Anthony 1. Behrenas 
William Albers 

*Henry H. Diercks 
Cpl. Harry E. Vollrath 
Wallace Behrens 

*Louis Behrens 
*George Mueller 
*Henry Mueller 
*Louis Duensing Jr. 
*Henry Hossbach 
*Otto Wolf 
*Otto Dralle 
*Matthew Heft 
Arthur Peterson 

Died in Camp 
Walter Werner 

Killed in Action 
*George Buchmeier 

Honorably Discharged 
Ed Kannberg 
Louis Schmidt 
Frank Weishaar 

*--/n France 

WORLD WAR II 

Following World War I the failure of the democratic powers to 
uphold international law gave the dictators of Germany, Italy and 
Japan the opportunity to carryon their secret plans for promoting 
world-wide totalitarian rule. In the 1930's these three powers 
invaded and crushed smaller countries; to halt this aggression Great 
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Britian and France declared war on Germany, Sept. 3, 1939. 

Although President Franklin D. Roosevelt pledged all efforts 
would be made to keep the United States at peace, on Sept. 14, 
1940, as a military precaution, Congress passed the Selective 
Service Act and for the first time the United States had agreed to 
compulsory military training during peacetime. Among the first to 
leave from Monee for military service were Chester Harms, Charles 
Westphal, Victor Gray, William Milne and Glen Schwiesow. 

Peace prevailed, until, like an electric shock, the surprise 
bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese on Dec. 7, 1941, plunged 
the United States into World War II. 

Rationing became a vital part of the U. S. war effort. Americans 
were asked by the government to be guided by the rule: "If you 
don't need it, DON'T BUY IT.". Sugar rationing began May 4, 1942, 
and Marcus Sellmyer was appointed rationing administrator for 
Monee township. This was soon to be followed by the rationing of 
gasoline, shoes, fuel oil, coffee, meat, etc. 

A Monee businessman, Walter W. Miller, of the Naval Reserves, 
who served in the U. S. Navy during World War I, was called to 
active duty in July, 1942. Lieut. Miller was stationed at the U. S. 
Naval Training Center at Great Lakes, Ill. Being recalled into active 
service necessitated the disposal of his meat and grocery market. At 
the time he was also president of the village board of trustees and 
his vacancy was filled by trustee Roy Plagge. 

Monee's first World War II casuality was Pfc. Raymond Malone, 
killed in action in Germany, Oct. 4, 1944. At the time his wife, Mrs. 
Betty Malone, lived in Joliet. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Malone, resided in Dallas Center, la. Pfc. Malone was known to his 
many friends as 'Pat" and lived with a brother, Frank Malone, in 
Monee for three years. 

Pfc. Malone was inducted into the service in December, 1942, and 
received his basic training at Camp Robinson, Ark., and was sent 
overseas in February, 1944. 

A week following Pfc. Malone's death, on Oct. 10, 1944, Pfe. 
Kenneth Doss, 349 Infantry, 88th Division, was killed in the Italian 
Theater of operations. Mrs. Doss (Shirley Diercks) and Mr. and 
Mrs. John Doss, his parents, received telegrams from the War 

185 



Department, Oct. 28, 1944, informing them of Pfc. Doss' death. 

Pte. Kenneth Doss 

Courtesy ot Mrs. Anna Doss 

Pfc. Doss was born at Monee, Dec. 1, 1920, and entered the 
service in 1942 and served overseas for almost two years. He took 
part in the North African campaign before being transferred to the 
Italian front. 

Memorial services for Pfc. Doss were held at St. Paul's 
Evangelical Church Sunday, Feb. 11, 1945, during the regular 
morning church services with the Rev. Herbert Bloesch officiating. 
Several commendable letters were read by Rev. Bloesch from Pfc. 
Doss' commanding officer and others who served with him. The 
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chaplain wrote he had conducted a Christian funeral service and that 
the body had been laid to rest in aU. S. cemetery in northern Italy. 
A letter from the Secretary of War awarding Pfc. Doss the Purple 
Heart, and extending the sympathy of the President of the United 
States was also read. 

On Mar. 6, 1949, military rites were conducted for Pfc. Doss 
whose body was sent home for reburial. Rev. Walter Bloesch and 
the Peotone American Legion, Post 392, conducted the services at 
the Fedde Chapel, Peotone. Burial was in St. Paul's cemetery, 
Monee. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Currier Jr., Western ave., Monee township, 
were notified by the Navy Department in March, 1945, that their 
son, Kenneth Currier, M. M. 3/c was missing in action. Machinist 
Mate Currier, at the time, was serving aboard a submarine in the 
South Pacific where he had been on duty for about a year. 

Pvt. William Milne, 17th Bomb Squadron, 27th Bomb Group, 
Army Air Force, was a prisoner of war of the Japanese for three and 
one-half years. He was drafted into the Army and entered the 
service June 24, 1941, at Chicago and shortly thereafter enlisted in 
the Army Air Force. On Nov. 1, 1941, his squadron left San 
Francisco and was sent to Fort William McKinley, Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. Milne gives the following account: 

We worked around Nielson Airfield trying to make shelters for a 
few planes. On Dec. 24. 1941. a group of ten of us drove ten Brenn 
gun carriers to Fort Stousenburg and loaded them with rifle 
ammunition and then drove them to the Filipinos on the front lines. 

We returned to Fort McKinley on Christmas Day and that evening 
left Manila harbor on a boat bound for Bataan. We worked at 
Bataan Airfield until Jan. 20, 1942. when we moved up to the Orion 
Line and fought as infantry until Apr. 9 when we were forced to 
push back to Marvelles and there surrendered to the Japanese the 
following day. 

Immediately the Japanese violated all rules for civilized warfare 
and forced us to march from Marvelles to San Fernando. a distance 
of approximately 100 miles. We covered this distance in two and a 
half days with very little water and no food. The temperature was 
high and men who tried to get water as they passed wells were 
shot. Those who dropped out were either shot or bayoneted. 
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Following the war General Homma, who ordered the "Bataan Death 
March, " was convicted as a war criminal and hanged. 

We were interned at Camp 0 'Donnell, an unfinished Filipino 
camp; water was piped to only part of the camp. Water for cooking 
had to be hauled on our shoulders from a nearby river. Water for 
bathing or washing was not available and drinking water was 
rationed. The buildings were crude bamboo huts, some no more 
than a roof but still there was not enough room for all of us to get 
under a roof so many had to sleep out under the sky. Latrines were 
mere holes in the ground with no covering, chemicals or deodorant. 
The food which was all cooked in one caldron consisted of rice and 
squash, or rice and sweet potatoes. The amount of food was 
meager. 

We were transferred from Camp 0 'Donnell to Camp Cabanatuan 
No.1 on May 6, 1942. While in the Philippines the prisoners did 
farm work in the rice fields without pay. On several occasions we 
were slapped and beaten for no known reason. 

On Sept. 20, 1943, some prisoners were transported from Manila 
to Hime}i, Japan, by a Japanese freighter with no identification. 
Conditions were crowded with no facilities for washing ourselves or 
our clothing; we had very little food or water and no sanitary 
facilities. We arrived at Hime}i Oct, 2, and three days later were 
taken by train to Camp Hiro Hata about thirty miles south of Osaka. 
We saw nothing of the Japanese countryside from the train as the 
shades were drawn. 

The years, 1944-45, I worked in a Japanese steel mill for which I 
received ten cents for every day I was able to work. At this time we 
lived mostly on soybeans which were cooked most of the day to 
make them soft and digestible. 

We were never given any information on the progress of the war 
but occasionally heard rumors and saw the light in the sky when the 
atom bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Shortly 
thereafter. the Japanese guards disappeared and we knew 
something was happening. Even without guards we remained in the 
camp as there was no other place to go. Although Japan 
surrendered Aug. 14, 1945. we were not released from Camp Hiro 
Hata until Sept. 9 by occupational troops. Earlier the American Red 
Cross parachuted supplies into the camp. 
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We were taken to the Army Medical Corps, 29 Replacement 
Depot. near Manila, where we stayed for two weeks before leaving 
for the states. After eighteen days aboard ship we arrived at San 
Francisco the middle of October. 

Prisoners of war were given promotions by the military and on 
Sept. 2, 1945, Pvt. Milne was given the rank of corporal. He 
received his discharge Mar. 27, 1946. 

Residents of Monee observed V-E Day, May 7, 1945, in the quiet, 
orderly manner that prevailed throughout most of the United States. 
Church bells rang out the glad tidings May 8, after President Harry 
Truman's official announcement at 8 a.m. that Germany had 
surrendered the previous day. That evening St. Paul's Evangelical 
Church auditorium was filled to capacity for special prayer services 
conducted by Rev. Herbert Bloesch. 

When Japan unconditionally surrendered Aug. 14, 1945, again 
Monee observed rather than celebrated the greatest news of all, 
when at 6 p.m., those listening to the radio heard the long awaited 
peace announcement. Special services were held that evening at St. 
Paul's Church expressing gratitude for the war's end. 

THE KOREAN AND VIETNAM CONFLICTS 

Following two major world conflicts, 1917 and 1941, it has become 
increasingly clear that peace for the United States can be obtained 
only if there is peace for the world. 

Aggression began in Korea, when, on June 25, 1950, 
Russian-backed Communist forces of North Korea moved across the 
38th parallel in an open and unprovoked attack upon the Republic of 
South Korea. Immediately the United Nations Security Council 
ordered its members to send supplies and troops to beat back the 
aggressors. As a result, American servicemen were again fighting 
on foreign soil. On July 27, 1953, a truce was signed between the 
UN forces and the Communists, although a peace settlement was 
not reached. 

Within a few years a similar situation existed in Vietnam. On Feb. 
8, 1962, the United States established military assistance to the 
anti-communists of South Vietnam. Thus in the 1950's, 60's and 70's 
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young men from the Monee area were fighting in Southeast Asia. It 
is impossible to name all of this area who served in these two 
conflicts, as there have been many, but all are included in the valor 
shown by one. The following excerpts are taken from the Monee 
Monitor of Aug. 23, 1968: 

Army Sergeant T~omas A. Coftan. 21, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Coftan of Raccoon Grove. received the Bronze Star medal July 26, 
1968, at Fort Du. New Jersey. The medal, adopted in 1944, 
recognizes outstanding achievement. 

Assigned as a driver in the 3rd Basic Training Brigade's 
Headquarters Detachment, Sgt. Coftan entered on active duty in 
May, 1967, completed basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., and 
was assigned to the 25th Infantry Division while stationed in 
Vietnam. 

Sgt. Coftan received the Bronze Star for heroism in action during 
his last assignment in Vietnam. The following is taken ftom his 
actual text of citation: 

.'Por heroism in connection with military operations against a 
hostile force; Sgt. Coftan distinguished himself by heroic action on 1 
January, 1968, while serving with Company C, 2nd Battalion, 22nd 
Infantry at fire support base Burt in Tay Ninh Province, Republic of 
Vietnam. When the enemy launched a massive attack on the fire 
support base. Sgt. Coftan braved a hail of enemy fire several times 
to gather vital information concerning the status of the platoon's 
forward listening post. When the platoon sustained several 
casualties Sgt. Coftan volunteered his service as an M-60 machine 
gunner, and accounted for at least four enemy dead within 10 
meters of his position. Sgt. Coftan's personal bravery and devotion 
to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, the 25th 
Infantry Division, and the United Statf!s Army. " 

Sgt. Coftan was also the recipient of the Purple Heart. 

AMERICAN LEGION--POST 1200 

In 1949 through much time and combined efforts of citizen 
ex-servicemen, Clifford Mikuce and Louis Gunter, American Legion, 
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Doss-Malone Post 1200 was organized. It was named in memory of 
two Monee soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice in World War 
II; Pfc. Kenneth Doss and Pfc. Raymond Malone. The post is a 
living testimony that memory is not short for the services these two 
young men rendered to the community, state and nation. The or
ganizational meeting was held in November, 1949. Its first officers 
were Commander Louis Gunter, Senior Vice Commander Clarence 
Fisher, Junior Vice Commander Everett Shelton, Adjutant Ralph W. 
Crain, and Finance Officer Clifford Mikuce. 

The first meetings were held at the Court Hall; later above 
Clifford Mikuce's restaurant. In 1952 the post purchased one of 
Monee's landmarks, the former hotel known as the German House, 
owned and operated by Christian Koepke from 1870 until 1892 when 
he sold it to Charles V. Lankenau. For seven years Lankenau ran the 
hotel and saloon until his death Oct. 21, 1899. His widow, Mrs. 
Anna Lankenau sold the business Mar. 2, 1910, to John F. 
Boeckmann who ran the "German Hotel," a billiard room, saloon 
and feed stable on the premises. Boeckmann died Sept. 6, 1930, and 
the property was inherited by his daughter, Mrs. James (Amanda) 
Claxton, who sold it to the Legion. 

Through the endeavors and finances of the Legion and Auxiliary 
the dream of a new post home materialized in 1971-72. Financial 
support was also received from Monee residents to complete the 
new 48 x 99-foot building located behind the former hotel landmark, 
which was razed July 22, 1972. 

Charter Membership Roll 
Leonard F. Albers 
Arthur A. Black 
Elmer J. Bockelman 
Gordon Bisping 
Walter W. Brigham 
Ralph W. Crain 
Archie R. Crowder 
Edwin G. Cushway 
Warden R. Dial 
Nicholas L. Eischen 
Clarence L. Ethridge 
Leonard C. Fehland 
Clarence J. Fisher 
Robert A. Fleck 
Floyd L. Frans 
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Orrin C. Friedericks 
Emery Friedericks 
Louis O. Gunter 
Alfred W. Harms 
Allen G. Holl 
Glen G. Jacobs 
Roy W. Kannberg 
Edward A. Kautz 
Charles J. Klein 
Elmer P. Kray 
Leo Langebartels 
Orville Lembke 
Leslie G. Little 
Clifford R. Mikuce 
Henry C. Mueller 
Virgil F. Ooley 
Chester Overocker 
Jack M. Painter 
Godfred Pederson 
Leslie Pilotte 
Dwain G. Rawnals 
Theodore A. Rink 
Gilbert E. Sass 
Leroy F. Sass 
Raymond W. Sass 
Milton W. Schonig 
Lyle Schroeder 
Frederick H. Schultz 
Everett 1. Shelton 
Richard F. Smullen 
Edward G. Vehrs 
Eugene O. Vollrath 
Lee Irving Williams 

The American Legion Auxiliary, Doss-Malone Post 1200, was 
organized Nov. 27, 1951. The first officers were Marjorie Holl, 
president; Elizabeth Shelton, 1st vice president; Jean Peterson, 2nd 
vice president; Dolores Schroeder, secretary; Bernice Klier. 
treasurer~ Florence Schlottman, historian; Anna Doss, chaplain; and 
Pearl Piel, sergeant at arms. 

Charter Membership Roll
 
Naomi Buchmeier
 
Anna Doss (Gold Star Mother)
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Anna Fleck 
Jeanette Friedericks 
Mardell Friedericks 
Marjorie Holl 
Vivian Johnson 
Marjorie Kautz 
Bernice Klier 
Elva Milne 
Martha Mueller 
Anna Overocker 
Gloria Overocker 
Jean Peterson 
Pearl Piel 
Gertrude Raupp 
Gertrude Sass 
Florence Schlottman 
Dolores Schroeder 
Dorothy Schultz 
Elizabeth Shelton 
Minnie Williams 
Myrtle Woeltje 
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CHAPTER XVI 

RECREATION AND ROMANCE 

.... .let thine heart be merry." 
Judges 19:6 

FASH(ONABLE SOCIETY 

Professor W. Geddes, teacher of vocal and instrumental music, 
held classes in singing in Monee during the fall and winter of 
1877-78. Charges for instructions were $1.00 for a term of twenty 
afternoons and nights. In the local newspaper of Dec. 15, 1877, he 
urged all to "come out and learn to sing." 

There was quite a social whirl in Monee in the 1880's. Local 
residents organized the "Monee Pleasure Club" on Jan. 10, 1888, 
with William Plagge, president; John Conrad, secretary; Edo 
Freese, treasurer; and George Miller and George Bohlander, floor 
managers. The club began with over twenty members. Their first 
dance was held at the Odd Fellows Society Hall on Jan. 25. A fine 
orchestra was engaged for all who "tripped the fantastic toe." 

The "Monee Literary Society" was also organized in the 1880's 
and had about 2S to 30 members. They met every Friday night at 
the public school and debated such controversial subjects as: which 
is more valuable to man, gold or iron? city life vs. country life; and 
which is more desirable, a scolding wife or a smoky house? It was 
reported the debate on the latter found Deacon Frank C. Pfaff 
handling the smoky house with kid gloves and showing his 
opponents why a scolding wife is far more desirable. The rest of the 
debaters argued very well but they had to come down to the mark of 
the deacon's persuasive reasoning. Officers of the literary society 
elected in May, 1888, were Blamida Hoffman, president; Otillia 
Kolstedt, vice president; Mary Wehrli, secretary; Freedy Schroeder, 
treasurer; and George Hoffman, sergeant at arms. From proceeds 
earned at their musical entertainments they purchased an organ for 
the school. 

HOI COME TO THE FAIR 

Where shall you spend a holiday, 
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To drive away dull care? 
Just come along with the merry throng 

And attend the big Monee Fair. 

There'll be horses. sheep and cattle, 
And produce and flowers rare; 

And races run--oh, loads offun, 
You'll have at the Monee Fair. 

Oh, come with your wife or sweetheart 
For there's nothing can compare 

With the auto show and live~tock too 
At the grand old Monee Fair. 

Then hooray for a day ofpleasure! 
Your friends will all be there. 

Sing hey! Sing hot That week we'll go 
To the great old Monee Fair. 

The Monee Review. Aug. 21, 1924 
Fair dates--Sept. 24, 25 and 26 

An organizational meeting to discuss the forming of a fair 
association was held at the Monee Court Hall, Jan. 30, 1905. About 
100 citizens from Monee, Green Garden and Will townships were 
present and all favored the holding of a fair and agreed to take part 
in making it a success. 

The Monee District Fair incorporated Mar. 1, 1905, for "the 
improvement and exhibition of the four principal classes of livestock 
(cattle, horses, sheep and swine), domestic fowls, general agri
cultural products and mechanical arts." Incorporators were Phillip 
Bischmann, George Sonneborn, Edo R. Freese, John P. Conrad, 
August Dralle, Thomas E. Tucker and Fred H. Homan. 

At the Mar. 21, 1905, meeting the following directors were 
elected: George Sonneborn, Phillip Bischmann, August Dralle, and 
E. A. Wathier of Monee; F. L. Hasenjaeger and Henry Woeltje of 
Green Garden; Charles Westphal of Will; H. F. Bahlman of 
Beecher; and William Smith of Crete. The capital stock was divided 
into 100 shares of $10 each, non-assessable. 

The directors rented a tract of land from H. H. Vehrs east of Oak 
road adjoining the village. This was considered a favorable location 



for the fair and became known as "Vehrs' Park." 

The Monee District Fair opened its gates for the first time at 10 
o'clock on Sept. 12, 1905, with an appropriate address by the 
general superintendent, Phillip Bischmann. Prior to this the grounds 
had been made ready,--stalls built for cattle and horses; concessions 
and exhibits set up. Secretary William Cellarius reported the 
premiums for the fair numbered about 500. Price of admission was 
25 cents for adults and 15 cents for children; season tickets were 50 
cents. 

On the midway local businessmen exhibited their wares: 

F. W. Sander--a large collection of fine photographs. 
H. Conrad & Son--gasoline engines and a large line of farm 
machinery. 
E. C. Lehmann--stoves, enamelware and hardware. 
A. & W. Cellarius--engines and machinery.
 
B. A. Harms--stoves and hardware.
 
C. Kurze--a nice line of furniture.
 
George S. Miller--International Harvester Co. gasoline engines and
 
manure spreaders.
 

The fair association operated a fine restaurant serving home
cooked food. The Monee Cornet Band furnished the music for all 
three days, Sept. 12-14. 

The weather was good; the attendance large,--Monee's first fair 
was a success. Gate receipts totaled $449 excluding season tickets. 
Total receipts were $1,782.45; expenditures, $1,672.91, leaving a 
profit of $109.54. The fair association also received about $200 state 
aid. 

A splendid feature of the early fairs was a parade given by the 
businessmen. It traversed the principal streets in the village and at 
points of vantage large crowds gathered to see the floats and 
displays. Echoes of the "Fair of 1907" reveal the line-up of the 
parade as follows: 
Charles A. Kolstedt--marshall, mounted. 
Three carriages containing officers of the fair association. 
George S. Miller--display of Sleepy Eye flour on a decorated float. 
E. C. Lehmann--decorated wagon with a revolving display of shelf 
hardware. 
Schwiesow Bros.--Iarge wagon drawn by four black horses 
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advertising Peter Hand Brewing Co.
 
Kachel & Fehland--wagon with a gang of carpenters at work.
 
Decorated float loaded with school children.
 
H. B. Janssen--wagon containing sausage factory.
 
The Monee Cornet Band.
 
Wagester & Holl--mounted gasoline engine in operation.
 
Henry Conrad & Son--decorated manure spreader.
 
John Kolstedt & Son--Ioad of shingles decorated with bunting.
 
George Sonneborn's Sons--Iarge wagon, decorated, showing exhibit
 
of clothing and general merchandise.
 
C. Kurze--wagon decorated with harness and findings.
 

August Plagge--decorated float advertising general merchandise. 
B. A. Harms--light wagon showing plumbing goods, outfit trimmed
 
in white.
 
Edo R. Freese-- large float decorated with bunting and the flags of
 
all nations.
 
Chicago Telephone Co.--light wagon with a large model of a desk
 
telephone, tastefully decorated.
 
Fred Wilke--float representing Standard Brewing Co. products.
 
A. & W. Cellarius--Avery corn planter, decorated.
 
E. E. Reed--Iarge float showing furniture, illustrating the song,
 
"Everybody Works but Father." Sister Ann worked the "Mary
 
Ann" washing machine.
 
August Pries--decorated surrey advertising Radeke's goods.
 
Tinley Park Bottling Works--pop wagon.
 
George Eickmann--dairy wagon trimmed with white.
 

Decorated float of school children in the Monee Fair parade of 1907. 

Courtesy of Richard Erickson 
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The 1908 fair at "Vehrs' Park" was convenient for out of town 
visitors, as the Chicago & Southern Traction Co. trolley line, opened 
in November of 1907, skirted the southern edge of the fair grounds 
with the substation located within walking distance. Extra streetcars 
were operated between Crete and Manteno during the fair days. 

Following the 1908 fair the lease of the Vehrs' property expired. 
The fair directors appointed a committee of E. R. Freese, Ernest 
Knoop and Charles Westphal to locate an appropriate future fair 
site. In the spring of 1909 the Monee Driving Park Association, as 
the stockholders were officially called, purchased a 26-acre tract of 
land east of town abutting the village limits formerly owned by 
August Schiffer. This was known thereafter as the Monee Fair 
Grounds where three-day fairs were held annually in September. In 
April the half-mile race track was surveyed and built. At the same 
time about 500 shade trees were planted. The fair buildings were 
moved from the Vehrs' property and relocated at the new site. A 
grandstand, reviewing stand, and bandstand were built near the 
southeast turn of the track. 

The first fair held at the new location was Sept. 1-3, 1909. The 
grandstand, with a seating capacity of 800, was full and spectators 
had an excellent view of the races, vaudeville acts on the bandstand, 
and the ball games and fireworks held in the interior of the track. 

The excellent condition of the race track was an attraction for racing 
events. A clipping from the Monee Review of Oct. 13, 1911, verifies 
this fact: 

The first annual meeting of the Monee Racing and Pacing 
Association was held at the Monee Driving Park on Wednesday. 
Oct. 11. The half-mile track was in excellent shape. The attendance 
numbered about 700. A large crowd came from Peotone. Manteno, 
Beecher and Chicago Heights. The grandstand was well-filled. The 
races in several heats were very close and at times the horses came 
in neck and neck. This was especially true of the free for all race. In 
this race Joe Patch came in first in the fifth heat but he broke and 
the judges gave him second place and Fleety Gazelle who came in 
second was given first place. The record for the Monee track now is 
2:17114. which was made twice by Joe Patch. 

In need of an exhibition hall at the fair grounds, the Monee 
Driving Park Association purchased the old German Evangelical 
Church for $230 when it was sold at public auction, May 1, 19J5. 

198 



The fair premium book of Sept. 22-24 of that year gave exhibitors 
the following assurance: "Fancy work, bakery, needlework, etc., 
preserves, plants, vegetables and chinaware in a large building this 
year. No danger of getting wet or soiled." The Monee Review of 
Sept. 30 praised the fair thus: 

The grounds were lighted for the first time with current from the 
lines of the Public Service Co. There was plenty of light and the 
midway made a pretty picture at night. The merchants and citizens 
decorated their places of business and homes with the stars and 
stripes and bunting. This gave the town a gala appearance for the 
time the fair was in progress. 

In 1920 the Monee Auditorium Club was formed and with stock 
subscriptions financed a large hall built at the fair grounds on land 
leased from the Driving Park Association. This new dance hall 
added considerably to the success of the fairs. In fact, the old 
grandstand proved inadequate and in August of 1921 it was torn 
down and a larger one, 40 x 120 feet, was built. About this time the 
Monee Driving Park Association adopted a new name and became 
the Monee District Fair Association. Lunch stands were also built, 
one was operated by Mrs. Thomas Pappas and another by Fred 
Voight. 

The 20th annual Monee District Fair was held Sept. 24-26, 1924. 
Officers of the year were George S. Miller, president; Ernest 
Knoop, vice president; F. C. Smith, assistant general 
superintendent; and Mrs. Henry Woeltje, lady general superin
tendent. As the fair dates approached the officers made the 
following announcements: the fair book was the largest to date, 
containing 196 pages and 1,634 items; the grounds were the best 
lighted of any fair in this part of the country; dinner on the grounds; 
and a season ticket for $1 could be purchased at all business places. 

Transportation to the fair was no problem, the Chicago and 
Interurban Traction Co. stopped their streetcars at an auxiliary gate 
located at the rear of the grandstand. The Dlinois Central railroad, 
too, offered special reduced rates,--one and a half fare for the round 
trip, good all week, minimum fare SO cents. 

Below is the Sept. 24, 1924, afternoon program: 

2:25 trot. mile heats $200 
2:25 pace, mile heats............. 40
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Farmer's race 
Running race 
Boy's pony race 
Baseball between two neighboring teams 
Vaudeville 
Band concert by Wegert's Band of Beecher 

In the evening in front of the grandstand: 

Best draft team, 3 years old 
Best boy rider, 14 years or under 
Best single driving Shetland pony 
Tug of war 
Ladies' foot race 
Best gents saddle horse 
Vaudeville 
Band concert by Wegert's Band of Beecher 

In 1932 the Monee Fair directors, because of the financial status 
of the country, decided to hold a one-day homecoming instead of the 
annual three-day fair. 

From 1945 to 1948 the Monee District Fair Association competed 
with the Will County Fair at Peotone for a share of state aid to 
county fairs. When 'court decisions denied the claim in 1957 and 
turned down an appeal in 1958 because the stockholders had not 
held a fair for ten years, the association went out of existence. 

Charles O'Neill of Manteno and Wayne Carter of Mazon acquired 
the fair grounds property and Clifford Mikuce purchased it from 
them in April of 1960. The old grandstand had become unsafe and 
hazardous and Mikuce had it torn down. A few years previous the 
old church building had been removed. In 1961-62 the township 
housed their road equipment in the cattle barns, after which, these 
buildings were also taken down. In 1962 Mikuce purchased the 
dance hall from the Auditorium Club. The following year he 
subdivided the 26 acres and the Elvis Knippel home became the 
first residence of the subdivision. 

THE MONEE AUDITORIUM 

At the close of Oakdell Park around 1915, the community had no 
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large recreation hall. Gradually the need for a building for 
amusement purposes grew and in the spring of 1920 a committee 
was formed to solicit subscriptions for stock to erect such a hall at 
the fair grounds. The committee was successful, after which, they 
arranged a meeting with the Driving Park Association on July 28, 
1920, to settle the leasing of space for the building. 

Revenue from shares selling at $50 each began pouring in and 
construction began immediately. A total of about eighty 
shareholders, spirited citizens of Monee and Green Garden, formed 
the Monee Auditorium Club. 

The new building covered an area of 72 x 124 feet including a 
ten-foot walk around two sides of the smooth maple floor. At the 
east entrance was a refreshment bar and inside the main section at 
the west end were bleacher seats, two wardrobes and lavatories. 
Hot air heat was installed. 

At the opening of the Monee Fair Sept. 22, 1920, the new 
Auditorium was completed at a cost of $10,000 

In July, 1921, the Auditorium Club purchased a piano for the 
bandstand. The Auditorium became a popular dance hall and people 
came from all the surrounding towns to the regular Saturday night 
dances. 

The following advertisement appeared in the Monee Review, Aug. 
23, 1928: 

Cannon Ball Express and Casey Jones party, special dance at the 
Auditorium, Monee Fair Grounds, Saturday evening, Aug. 25. 
Dancing prizes given. Lots of high speed. Music by Meek's 
Orchestra. Dancing 75 cents. Best of order. Refreshments served. 

On Aug. 17, 1929, the Little German Band from radio station WLS 
played to a dance audience of over 1,500. During the 1930's big 
dance craze many name bands made one-night appearances at the 
Auditorium,--Art Kassel, Eddie Howard, George Olson, among 
others. Tiny Hill played numerous times. 

On Saturday night, Apr. 28, 1934, the largest crowd of the year 
danced at the Auditorium and early the following morning fire 
completely destroyed the dance hall. (See Major Disasters Chapter) 
The stockholders voted to rebuild the hall. The new building was 
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built about five feet higher than the old one making it suitable for 
basketball, public meetings and other events. 

Before long the old-time square and group dances were revived 
and became an integral part of entertainment at the Auditorium 
during World War II. Hour after hour the voice of Guy Colby of 
WLS barn dance fame droned while his foot kept time without 
interruption to the familiar "Turkey in the Straw" tempo of Ernst 
Hoger's orchestra. Colby called the figures in verse and the dancers 
performed with enthusiasm to these quatrains. The "flying lady" 
was frequently lifted bodily from the floor and swung in the air with 
right good will. A sample of one of the characteristic dance calls of 
that era will warm the heart of those who remember Guy Colby. The 
opening was always the same, "S'lute yer pardners." 

S'lute yer pardner and let her go;
 
Balance all and doose-do.
 
Swing yer gal and run away;
 
Right and left and gents sashay.
 
Gents to the right and swing or cheat;
 
On to the next gal and repeat.
 
Balance next and don't be shy,
 
Swing yer pard and swing her high.
 
Bunch the gals and circle round;
 
Whack yer feet until they bound.
 
Form a basket and break away;
 
Swing around and all get gay.
 
All gents left and balance all;
 
Lift yer hoofs and let 'em fall.
 
Swing yer opposite, swing again;
 
K etch the sagehens if you kin.
 
Back to pardner, doose-do;
 
All jine hands and off you go.
 
Gents salute yer little sweets;
 
Hitch and promenade to seats.
 

By the 1950's dances at the Auditorium began to dwindle and 
finally the building was turned into a roller-skating rink. In 1962 
Clifford Mikuce purchased the hall from the stockholders. Its last 
function was that of a factory. Like so many landmarks of the past it 
had outlived its original purpose. 
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THE WEST SIDE CLUB
 

There is an old proverb: "Gambling is as fascinating as a 
rattlesnake." In September, 1900, a syndicate comprised of men 
from Chicago purchased one and one-half acres of land one-half mile 
south of the Cook county line along the west side of old Route 54 in 
Monee township. Here they built an 80 x 80-foot poolroom and 
gambling hall. 

The West Side Club as it was called opened Dec. 6, 1900. The 
Illinois Central ran two suburban trains to the gambling hall on that 
day and it was estimated that 1,500 patrons were present. Starting 
Dec. 11. three special trains were run daily and four on Saturday to 
the clubhouse. The fare for a round trip from Chicago to the West 
Side Club was 25 cents. After the trains unloaded their passengers 
the cars were taken to Monee and run on a side track until evening 
when they returned the customers to the city. Thousands of dollars 
changed hands daily at the clubhouse as Chicago gamblers booked 
their bets on horse races. 

On weekends dances were held in the clubroom which drew large 
crowds from Chicago. One held Oct. 26, 1901, advertised the music 
would be furnished by a ladies' orchestra. 

George Grundberger of Monee moved his family to the West Side 
Club in May of 1904 when he became night watchman, a position he 
held until October, 1906. 

In August of 1911 the building was purchased by several 
Kankakee men, who tore it down and shipped the lumber to the 
Dakotas where it was used to construct farm buildings. 

ATHLETICS 

Old newspaper clippings verify that the young people of Monee 
have always loved sports and frequently displayed staunch 
competitive spirit in their athletic encounters. 

In the winter of 1913-14 the Monee Athletic Club sponsored 
basketball games. The young men of the village were very 
successful that season and became champions of the area. Regular 
players were S. Gorman, P. Sander, H. Diercks, G. Pauling, R. 
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Illgen, H. Kolstedt and E. Woeltje. They played their games in 
Schwiesow's hall. 

Monee basketball champions, 1913. Back row, left to right: Edward Backus, Allen 
Wehrli, Edward Kachel, Henry Diercks and Fred Homan. Second row, lett to right: 
George Pauling, Romeo Illgen, Harry Conrad, Paul Sander and Simon Gorman. 
Front row, left to right: Harvey Kolstedt and Emery Woeltje. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Manetta Pauling 

In 1916 wrestling became a popular spectators' sport in Monee 
and the town proudly produced its own invincible contes
tant, --Charles Challender, who lived about a half a mile south of 
Monee between the I. C. railroad and Egyptian trail. A description 
of one of Challender's matches was found in the Monee Review of 
Feb. 17, 1916: 

Ernest Kartje. the Chicago Turner instructor, and Charles 
Challender. the Monee farmer, had another three-round wrestling 
match at the Court Hall Feb. 10. In the first bout Kartje threw 



Challender in 19 minutes. In the second round. Challender threw 
Kartje in 17 minutes and 17 seconds; and in the third bout 
Challender threw K artje in 16 minutes. using a ''jiu jitsu ., grip with 
which Kartje apparently was not familiar. Two hundred spectators 
filled the hall. 

Two weeks later a wrestling match was held as Schwiesow's hall. 
the main bout for a $100 purse was between Hokup, the Bohemian 
champion and Challender with a 45-minute time limit. Hokup 
weighed 245 pounds to Challender's 180 pounds. Challender won 
the bout easily. 

Challender became quite a celebrity and traveled to both Indiana 
and Wisconsin where he wrestled with great success. 

Baseball enthusiasm perpetually ran high and Monee usually had 
a team of sand-lot talent with dashing names such as "Fords," 
"Butternuts," and "Scrubs." Games were played at Oakdell Park, 
Monee fair grounds, and more recently at Firemen's Park. In 
November of 1923, sports-minded residents organized an "Athletic 
Club" and sponsored baseball games at the fair grounds with great 
success. Club officers were Dr. C. O. Sullivan, president; Henry 
Woeltje, vice president; Walter Sass, secretary; August Schwiesow, 
treasurer; and Fred Emde, manager. 

In later years Monee attained huge success in baseball. In June, 
1961, the Monee Legion baseball team "The Chiefs" was organized 
with Harold Mansmith, manager and "Bat" Drummond, coach. The 
first year the team won the Will County American Legion 
championship and went on to win the district championship. In 1964 
Monee had its "Macs" and local fans were mighty proud when they 
won both the Northern Illinois Baseball League and the John 
Sullivan League championships. 

Monee girls, too, could be found out on the baseball diamond 
giving their utmost. Back in 1922 the town produced a star of the 
weaker sex. The Aug. 22, Monee Review carried the following: 

Miss Sabina Janssen played first base for the Homewood I. O. O.F. 
nine in their game against the American Legion nine in Homewood 
last Sunday. Her playing was equal to that of the men and she 
asked no favors. She m.ade two hits, one of them bringing in two 
runs. 
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A girl's softball team, "The Monee Sparks," organized in the mid
1940's was bravely managed by Allen Holl and they played teams 
from Peotone, Kankakee and Beecher. The team seemed rightly 
named as they sparked excitement in their games. Fans especially 
got quite a kick out of a game between the Monee and Beecher girls 
on Aug. 25, 1944. The author, pitcher for the Sparks, struck out the 
first six batters she faced, but al~s, the Beecher catcher hit a home 
run. Monee ended up on the long end of a 13 to 6 score and it was 
their fifth straight win of the season and reportedly the best girl's 
game played at the Peotone fair grounds diamond. All the action did 
not take place on the diamond, however, Mrs. Herman Nadler, 
mother of two of the Monee players, was sitting in the front seat of 
her automobile watching the game and she became so excited and 
engrossed in rooting for the home team, that she accidently slid off 
the car seat through the open door and ended up sitting on the 
grass. Monee box scores of this particular game were as follows: 

AB RH E 

Fern Voigt, 2b 422 0 
Shirley Doss, 1b 4 210 
Jean Voigt, cf 4 010 
Beatrice Fehland, sf 422 0 
Winifred Nadler, 1f 4 110 
Betty Holl, 3b 3 110 
Muriel Mueller, p 4 010 
Rosemary Nadler, rf o 000 
Ruth Janssen, rf 222 0 
Jeanette Doss, ss 4 212 
Doris Groleski, c 4 120 
Totals 37 13 14 2 

WEDDINGS OF YESTERYEARS 

Ruder-Meyer 
Jake Ruder and Louisa Meyer of Monee Township were united in 

holy wedlock last Tuesday. In the evening a large crowd of 
sympathizing friends comforted them with their dulcet strains of tin 
pans. fog horns. and imported cow bells. Joy go with them. The 
Peotone Eagle. Feb. 19. 1887 

This mock and noisy serenade to a young married couple on their 
wedding night was common at this circa and known as a shivaree. It 
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was customary for the groom to dig ,down in his trousers and give 
the captain of the merrymakers a reasonable amount of cash with 
which to enjoy a party at a later date. 

Boden-Eisenbrandt 
One of Monee's worthy bachelors, George Boden, surprised the 

citizens of our beautiful village by getting married Saturday to Mrs. 
Henry Eisenbrandt. formerly of Green Garden. In the evening the 
boys turned out and serenaded the happy couple. They were so 
taken in with the music that George took them over to the next 
saloon and gave them all they wanted to drink and smoke. The 
happy couple have our best congratulations and wishes. 

A missing link in George's life
 
Is found in a beloved wife.
 

A widow is missed. a Mrs. Boden found;
 
May blessings follow all around.
 

The Peotone Eagle, Nov. 5, 1887
 

Emde-Sonneborn 
One of the prettiest weddings of the season was solemnized 

Sunday, June 30, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John B. Sonneborn, 
when their only daughter, Leola. became the bride of Fred H. 
Emde, only son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Emde, of Monee; an 
enterprising electrician of Geneva, Ill. 

Precisely at high noon the bride and groom, attended by Miss 
Ruby Kolstedt, cousin of the bride, as maid of honor, and Harry C. 
Hanson, of Geneva, as best man, entered the parlor while 
Mendelsohn's Wedding March was played by Miss Lydia Pinckert. 
The Rev. Mr. Pinckert performed the ceremony. 

The charming bride was beautifully gowned in white silk crepe 
charmense with crystal trimmings, carrying an arm bouquet of 
bridal roses. The maid of honor was attired in point Paris lace and 
fringe and carried an arm bouquet of pink roses. 

The decorations were pink and white, these dainty colors also 
being carried throughout the elaborate wedding dinner which was 
served in courses immediately after the ceremony. 
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The bridal party left amidst a shower of rice on the 4:50 train for 
Chicago. where they attended a theatre party before leaving for 
their new home in Geneva. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emde will be at home to their many friends after 
Aug. 15. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emde have made a host of friends here who wish 
them success and prosperity in their new home. Mrs. Emde taught 
school here for several years. She was also a member of the St. 
Paul's choir and a teacher in the Sunday School and a member of 
the Jugend Verein of that church. Mr. Emde has been employed 
with the Chicago Telephone Co. for a number of years and this 
spring bought out an electrical supply store in Geneva. 

They were given a good send off. A bridal carriage made out of a 
wheelbarrow and decorated with flags, bunting and numerous signs, 
was wheeled around town and also taken to the depot when they 
left. The signs were taken into the car with them. Their suitcases 
were also handsomely decorated. Over a hundred people were at the 
train to see them off. The Monee Review, July 5, 1912 
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CHAPTER XVII 

THE CHICAGO & SOUTHERN TRACTION COMPANY 

." .. as they journeyed . 
Gen. 11:2 

THE OLD TROLLEY LINE 

At the beginning of the twentieth century it became evident that a 
more convenient and fashionable mode of transportation than that of 
horse and carriage was needed to connect outlying towns to Chicago 
and to each other. True, the railroad supplied passenger service to 
Chicago but this was on a limited basis and there was absolutely no 
public transportation between some small towns. 

At this time the Chicago & Southern Traction Co., founded in 
1904 and headquartered in the Hartford building in Chicago, took 
action to construct standard trolley service between Chicago and 
Kankakee, a distance via streetcar line of S6 miles. Right of ways 
were bought by the traction company such as that purchased from 
Mrs. Sophia Ziemer south of Monee for $140 per acre. 

A powerhouse, 85 x 115 feet, was built on one of the branches of 
the Calumet river in West Pullman where water rates on coal could 
be secured. Near the powerhouse was a large car barn, 76 x 220 
feet; and a repair shop, 70 x 80 feet. 

Chicago & Southern Traction Co. Monee depot, stop No, 18, located one-quarter 
mile south of Monee on Oak Road. 

Courtesy of Richard Erickson 
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The new trolley track was laid of 7S pound rails. The cars on the 
new line were 60 feet long and weighed 3S tons each; heavier and 
faster than the Chicago streetcars. A distinguishing feature was a 
grillwork front bumper called a "cowcatcher" to clear the tracks as 
the trolley car sped through the countryside. Built according to the 
very latest models and capable of running at a very high speed, the 
cars were painted a drab green and in winter the passengers were 
kept comfortable by coal stoves. 

The first car over the track of the Chicago & Southern Traction 
Co. was run from Chicago to Kankakee Sunday, Sept. 29, 1907. No 
effort was made to make time or establish a schedule, the car being 
run merely to test the track and power. The car was one which the 
company used in the traffic between Harvey and Chicago. It was 
lighter than the cars which were put in service on the south 
suburban end of the line for through traffic. 

President Matthew Slush, chief engineer Renton and other 
officials of the line made the trip. The mayors of Peotone and 
Manteno and some of the aldermen took advantage of the 
opporutnity to enjoy the ride. Kankakee was reached a little before 
noon. The car ran all the way to Court street, the last few blocks 
over grooved rails, the wheels running on the flange. 

The return trip was made in the afternoon and a number of 
Monee and Peotone residents boarded the car and rode to Harvey. 
Local riders agreed the track and equipment was in good condition. 

Interurban depot and bridge over the Illinois Central railroad at Bruns Road in the 
early 1900's. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Manetta Pauling 
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The trolley cars began running on regular schedule Nov. 5, 1907. 
On Sunday, Nov. 17, the cars were crowded and about $25 was 
taken in at the local substation, stop No. 18, for tickets. Effective 
Nov. 20 thirteen cars arrived and departed daily at the interurban 
depot, located a quarter of a mile south of Monee on Oak road. 

The streetcar line ran from 63rd and Halstedt streets in Chicago, 
where it linked with the "el," to Kankakee via Blue Island, Chicago 
Heights, Crete, Monee, Peotone and Manteno before terminating at 
Kankakee. The round trip from Monee to Chicago was 80 cents and 
a round trip ticket from Monee to Peotone was 15 cents. A 
1,000-mile family ticket could be purchased for $12.25, and a 
SOO-mile ticket for $6.50. The distance between Kankakee and 
Chicago was covered by limited service in one hour and 40 minutes, 
and by local service in two hours with hourly cars in each direction. 
Occasionally the cars were chartered by ChIcago patrons for "trolley 
parties" and the merrymakers spent an enjoyable round trip to and 
from Kankakee for the amazing price of two cents per person. 

At that time it was thought the road would develop into a 
splendid paying proposition. Electric lines were being built in all 
parts of the country and their securities were in great demand by 
investors. A progressive growing enterprise was enjoyed for a few 
years but as automobiles multiplied business began to dwindle until 
the passenger end of it almost vanished. In 1912 financial problems 
and Chicago streetcar service brought about a change and the 
suburban trolley line became the Chicago & Interurban Traction Co. 
By 1924 it was rumored the line, a subsidiary of the Chicago City 
Railways Co., had ceased to make a profit. From then on the 
company went in the red $30,000 to $40,000 each year. 

At this point the owners applied to the TIlinois Commerce 
Commission to suspend business. This was granted Apr. 23, 1927. 
On this date services ceased at midnight. The last car left Kankakee 
at 7:45 p.m. in charge of conductor Ronk and motorman Yeager who 
brought their wives with them from Chicago for the final trip. Thus 
ended the life of another mode of transportation after a 20-year 
struggle. 

The loss was heavily felt in Monee not only for freight and 
passenger service but a few residents of the village had been 
employed on the line. Among them were John Doss, the roadman; 
Edward Vollrath, manager of the car line; and his assistants, Harry 
Vollrath, August Hohmann, Alvin Wilke, Christ Boers and John 
Zulfer. Louis Luehrs had charge of the Bradley substation. 
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On Sept. 12, 1927, a crew of fifty men under the supervision of 
John Doss began tearing up the rails, wires, poles, etc., of the old 
trolley line. They began at Kankakee and worked northward. By 
Jan. 31, 1928, they had finished the demolition. 

In March, 1928, it was announced that the old fifty-foot right of 
way of the former Chicago & Interurban Traction Co. would be the 
route of the new state superhighway, Route 49, between Indian 
Oaks in Kankakee county and Monee in Will county. 

The old interurban depot south of Monee was torn down in June 
of 1931 to make room for the new paving of Route 49. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

LANDMARKS 

"Some remove the landmarks; ... " 
Job 24:2 

THE KETTERING HOTEL 

One of the most picturesque and historical landmarks of Monee 
for sixty years was the Kettering Hotel at the southeast corner of 
Main street and Compass lane. The hotel, part of which was erected 
in the early 1850's, saw little change in outward appearance from 
1870 until its close in 1912. The owners, Mr. and Mrs. Adam J. 
Kettering, came to Monee in 1855 and opened the hotel for business 
on Feb. 9 of that year. 

In 1853 the lllinois Central railroad built a large building near the 
tracks to store cordwood to fire the locomotive boilers. In the early 
1870'~ thp h'1iJding was vacated by the railroad and sold to Adam 
Kettering who moved it to his hotel property and for many years 
used it as a sales stable on horse market days. Part of this building 
in later years was used by Fred Homan as a storage shed. 

In the early days the Kettering Hotel corner was the business 
center of the village; the August Schiffer store directly across Main 
street was the trading nucleus of not only the territory tributary to 
Monee, but for what is now generally considered eastern Will 
county. Before the building of the C. & E.!. railroad, east of Monee 
in the early 1870's, this was the trading hub of farmers from the 
Indiana state line on the east and as far south as Sollitt. Many a 
deal of importance was consummated while enjoying the 
refreshments served by "mine host" Kettering in the barroom of 
the hotel. Entertainment could be had if someone volunteered to 
pump the old upright player piano. 

When the monthly horse market was at its height it was a 
common occurrence to serve 300 to 400 meals at the hotel on market 
day, and the money for several hundred horses to change hands at 
the bar. 

In those days the hotel was also the political hub of eastern Will 
county and many a discreet deal, successful and unsuccessful, was 
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Kettering Hotel, corner of Main St. and Compass Lane, opened for business 
February 9, 1855. 

planned at Ketterings. Public men of national, state and county 
reputation enjoyed the hospitality of the hotel while being 
entertained by local political committees. Among the most 
prominent were Senator Carl Schurz of Missouri and Secretary of 
Interior in Rutherford B. Hayes' cabinet (1877-81); Governor Richard 
J. Oglesby of Illinois (1865-69, 1873, and 1885-89); and Joseph 
(Uncle Joe) Cannon of Danville, Congressman from Illinois 
continuously from 1873-1923, except for two defeats, 1891-93 and 
1913-15, and Speaker of the House from 1903-11. 

In 1885 the Schiffer store closed, and on Jan 6, 1886, Adam 
Kettering died, both events led to changes in business conditions 
centered at this corner and the trade gradually drifted away. 
Following her husband's death, Mrs. Kettering advertised in the 
Peotone Eagle of Jan. 23, 1886, that the hotel was for sale or rent. 
Unable to do either, Mrs. Kettering continued to operate the 
business but the hotel's heyday was passed. 

On June 21, 1888, the Kettering Hotel was the scene of the 
wedding of Julia Kettering, daughter of Mrs. Kettering, and Harry 
Cleave, performed by Rev. George Dunlap, pastor of the Monee 
Methodist Church. Although widely publicized there were no guests 
save the immediate relatives of the bride and groom and it was the 
occasion of one of the pleasantest of family reunions. The young 
couple made their home at Chebanse, TIL 
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Mr. and Mrs. Fred Binder, son-in-law and daughter of Mrs. 
Kettering, moved into the hotel May 1, 1894, and assisted the latter 
in operating the business. At the same time Mrs. (Clara) Binder 
opened a millinery shop on the north side of the building. The 
following appeared in the Peotone Vedette, Oct. 26, 1894: 

The Kettering Hotel has a supply of stoves as well as other 
comforts for the convenience of the traveling public this cold 
weather. Mine host Fren Binder attends to the wants of the inner 
man and the best the market affords. 

Sunday was a gala day at the hotel; this was the only day ice 
cream was available and to the town children it was indeed "feast 
day." 

Mrs. Kettering lived to the age of 88 years and died Dec. 4, 1911. 
Mrs. Binder continued to run the hotel following the death of her 
mother but within a short time decided to move to Chicago. The 
hotel chattels were sold at public auction Mar. 23, 1912, and the old 
hotel became vacant. 

In less than a year the Kettering Hotel property was also sold at 
public auction by Master in Chancery, F. A. Hill of Joliet. The sale 
was conducted on the premises Jan. 18, 1913, and drew a large 
crowd. Many apparently attended for sentimental reasons as the 
bidding was slow and done mostly by the heirs interested in the 
property. It was sold to Mrs. Clara Binder, the last landlady of the 
hotel, for $975. At the time of the sale, Monee Review editor, John 
P. Conrad, made the following comment: 

The pioneer residents, many of whom used to congregate at the 
tavern to enjoy a few hours of leisure, have passed away. The 
corner, however, still remains, hushed, and silent, a memory of the 
past. However, it is still the same corner where thousands of dollars 
of business was done" in former years; just waiting for someone with 
push and energy to rehabilitate it again and make the shekels roll 
that way. It is still a good business corner for someone to wake up 
and put new life into it. 

For a short time Jacob Sider operated a shoe repair shop in the 
former millinery store and the family lived at the rear of the 
building. They were the last occupants of the hotel. 

In March, 1916, Fred D. Homan of Chicago Heights, purchased 
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the old hotel building and the three lots. He had part of the 
structure torn down and converted the remainder into a hardware 
store on the lower level with living quarters on the se':vnd floor. In 
1947 he sold the business and property to Charles Bimba. 

THE OLD DUTCH MILL 

The old Dutch windmills, one in Monee, one near Beecher and 
one in Peotone were visible for miles around. In 1870 two of the 
mills were constructed; at Beecher by H. H. Depner and in Monee 
by Schroeder and Schlauder. Two years later H.A. Rathje built one 
in Peotone which still stands minus the wheel. 

T Old M i.ll.=0 
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The Monee Mill (1870-1914). Standing on the platform is Herman Ziemer Sr., 
owner of the mill, and his daughter, Elsie (Mrs. William Mauer). Taken in 1895. 
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These Goliath-sized mills were Holland-type; their giant wings 
revolving in the sky seemed to be living factors beckoning 
civilization to the rich prairie land of eastern Will county. With jaws 
of granite and mighty canvas arms that wrestled with the winds, 
they stood on rocks--sentinels--towering high over the farms and 
fields keeping watch over the grain they would someday grind to 
powder. 

The Monee mill stood near the northwest corner of Margaret 
street and Eastgate avenue. Built from plans of Holland millwrights, 
its massive girth was made of large hand hewn timbers joined and 
secured with wooden pegs. It stretched to a height of ninety feet, 
each of its four canvased wings measuring forty feet in length. As it 
faced and captured a stiff breeze that roared in its sails it became 
endowed with strength to equal forty horses. the amount of power 
needed was controlled by sailcloth which was spread on the 
framework of the wings. On a windy day the sails were partly 
furled, thus cutting down the surface exposed to the wind. At first 
hand power was used to turn the cupola so that the wings were 
square in the wind. Later a small windmill was installed on the 
cupola. The smaller wheel automatically kept the large wheel in the 
breeze. 

The mill at Monee was occasionally compared to an old mill at 
Newport, Rhode Island; but thought by some to be more like the 
Amsterdam mill built in 1806 and exhibited at the World's 
Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893. 

Herman Ziemer Sr., a native of Germany, carne to Illinois in the 
early 1870's settling at Wheaton and in 1874 he carne to Monee and 
purchased the mill from Schroeder and Schlauder. Ziemer owned 
and operated the mill for approximately 26 years and it was usually 
called "Ziemer's Mill." 

In the early days the mill did a very profitable business in 
grinding flour and grist for the farmers for many miles around and 
was one of the chief industries of Monee. A .toll of one-eighth was 
taken from the grist by the miller. The mill had a capacity of 
grinding 320 bushels of grain a day. Rye flour of the best quality 
was the main output. It was also known to grind a good texture of 
corn meal. During the three-month railroad strike in the summer of 
1894, Ziemer enjoyed a big business in flour and other mill stuffs; 
he supplied Chicago Heights and other more distant towns. Thus, 
people from further away learned of the mill and many became 

217
 



curious sightseers, interested in the mill whose power was furnished 
by the winds of the earth. 

Because of its massiveness, and at times almost uncontrollable 
strength, the mill could become dangerous. In August, 1897, one of 
the wings broke off and crashed through the platform surrounding 
the mill, narrowly missing Ziemer who was working nearby. The 
mill was in operation at the time and it was miraculous that no more 
serious damage resulted from the accident. 

The changing times gradually caused a falling off in business. 
First the farmers gave up the raising of wheat and rye and then 
they began to buy feed grinders of their own and the operation of 
the mill became unprofitable. Before disposing of the mill, Ziemer 
made a specialty of grinding old-fashioned rye and buckwheat flour 
and for a time was able to do a fairly good business. 

In December, 1897, Ziemer sold the mill to William Flint but in a 
short time, ownership reverted back to Ziemer. In April, 1900, he 
again sold the mill, this time to F.W. Heck. 

The old mill was a favorite target for lightning. It was struck 
many times, but whenever fire started the blaze was subdued before 
much damage was done. 

Longfellow's poem "The Windmill" ends with this stanza which 
paints a serene picture: 

On Sundays I take my rest; 
Church-going bells begin 
Their low. melodious din; 

I cross my arms on my breast. 
And all is peace within. 

Not so for the old Monee mill on Sunday, June 1, 1902, as the 
local newspaper told the story: 

On Sunday the grist mill was nearly demolished by lightning. The 
loud report of the thunder and the crash of the heavy timbers of the 
building brought the entire population of the village to the streets to 
see where the lightning struck. The children of the German Sunday 
School which was in session in the church, a short distance away. 
were panic-stricken and several fainted. The Fire Company 
responded to the alarm but their services were not needed. The bolt 
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struck one of the forty-foot wings, completely demolishing it. It then 
passed down one of the heavy beams. On the first and third floors 
large holes were tom in the side of the mill. Pieces of wood and 
bolts were hurled 300 feet. The mill is the Holland Dutch pattern 
and is one of the old landmarks of the town. The damage amounted 
to about $600. 

Heck never repaired the damaged wing and in September of that 
year he changed the windmill into a steam mill. He removed about 
25 feet from the top; the cupola that controlled the wings and the 
remaining three wings. Because of the tremendous height, and the 
size and weight of the long pieces of timber, it was difficult and 
hazardous work. At the same time he remodeled the main structure. 

In October, 1904, Heck sold the mill to S.C. McKay of Cerro 
Gordo, Ill., and Heck moved to Chicago. At this time it operated as 
the Monee Mill Co. with Herman Ziemer Jr. as manager and Otto 
Vehrs as engineer. In the spring of 1908 the mill was thoroughly 
overhauled. 

About this time the property passed into the possession of Grand 
Master Humphrey of the Illinois I.O.O.F. He never operated the 
mill. Humphrey's death in 1913 again brought the mill on the 
market. Sold at public auction Mar. 31, 1914, it was purchased by 
Edward C. Sass. The property contained the old windmill and 
fixtures together with the lots, and sold for $625. 

Sass had the historic structure torn down and within a few days 
nothing remained of the massive tower but a pile of kindling wood 
and a large quantity of heavy timbers. The timbers, which were 
sound and in good condition, were sawed into various lengths and 
used by Sass in the construction of a home on the old mill site. Sass 
built a large home, an equally large garage and sold the remainder 
of the lumber for which he received enough money to pay for the 
purchase of the mill. The two large grinding stones, because of size 
and weight, were impossible to move and were broken apart and 
hammered into dust--their fate the same as the grain they ground. 

The old structure was a favorite with artists and photographers 
and was the subject of scores of pictures, artists frequently came 
from great distances to sketch it. The most prized picture of the mill 
was taken in 1895 by F. W. Sander, a well-known photographer of 
Monee. 
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THE BACKUS HOTEL
 

The most unique and beautiful hotel of Monee from an 
architectural point of view stood on Oak road midway between Main 
and Court streets and was known for many years as the Backus 
Hotel. 

In the early 1860's Nicholas Diedesch purchased two lots from the 
railroad in the lllinois Central subdivision and in 1864 he built the 
hotel on one of the lots. Diedesch, a cabinetmaker by trade, erected 
an elegant building with twenty-two rooms; the two upper levels 
were reached by an outside entrance at the top of a wood staircase 
facing the street, protected by an overhanging porch. The basement 
entrance was reached by descending a number of concrete steps, 
directly under the upper stairway, which extended across the entire 
front of the building including the north wing which had a false 
front at the top. The basement housed a saloon and restaurant. The 
entire exterior of the hotel was decorated with "gingerbread" trim. 

Atop the center of the hiproof Diedesch built a large square turret 
with louvered windows which served as central ventilation for the 
hotel. The turret had a concave hiproof which gave it the 
appearance of a gazebo. The most original feature of the whole 
building was a four-legged ornate table standing upright on the roof 
of the turret. The table was not only an ornamental touch but 
Diedesch fastened it at the acme for all to see, to advertise his 
trade. It harmonized so well with the rest of the "gingerbread" that 
local citizens who didn't know the story never recognized its 
identity. A picture taken around 1914 shows the table resting atop 
the turret; it is not known when it was removed as a photo of 1941 
no longer shows the table. 

An icehouse and a large barn and stable were located on the 
alleyway at the rear of the hotel. 

Following the death of Diedesch, his son-in-law, August Plagge, 
husband of Paulina Diedesch Plagge, operated the saloon. In May, 
1895, Mrs. Diedesch closed the saloon in the hotel. 

Shortly thereafter the John Backus family acquired the hotel and 
opened an ice cream parlor in the basement. In October, 1908, Mrs. 
Frances Backus established a meat market above the confectionery 
store which flourished for a while. 
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The Backus Hotel taken in 1914. Left to right: John Backus, Mrs. Frances Backus, 
Mrs. Otto (Anna Backus) Gerloff and Roy Gerloff. 

Courtesy of Roy Gerloff 

Around 1914 Mrs. Backus advertised in the local newspaper that 
the hotel was for sale and that it was equipped with hot water heat 
and city water. At this time it was traded for a farm in Crookston, 
Minn" which Mr. and Mrs. Backus and son, Oscar, operated for a 
few years. Apparently the deal fell through as the Backus family 
returned to Monee and again opened the hotel, restaurant and ice 
cream parlor. 

Within a few years, Edward Backus, son of John Backus', altered 
the lower level of the building where he sold automobiles,--Max
wells, Oaklands, and Chevrolets. He later moved his business to 
Chicago Heights. 
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From time to time various business establishments occupied the 
premises, such as a bakery shop, shoe repair and harness shop, and 
restaurant which opened in November, 1923. 

In 1926 Tom Armstrong opened a poolroom in the Backus' 
basement and did some remodeling and decorating; a new floor was 
laid and an alcove added to the north side enlarged the room so 
Armstrong had space for four pool tables. He also sold soft drinks, 
cigars, tobacco and candy. In 1930 he purchased the property at 31 
Oak road, remodeled it, and moved his billiard business into it. 

Again Mrs. Backus opened an ice cream parlor in the basement 
vacated by Armstrong and conducted the business, along with 
having a few roomers, until the late 1930's. 

Due to ill health, Mrs. Backus retired to the Soldiers' Widows' 
Home, Wilmington, Ill., where she died Feb. 10, 1941. The former 
Frances Young, she was born at St. John, Ind., Jan. 2, 1866. Her 
husband was born July 14, 1865, and died Jan. 26, 1937. 

During the 1940's people took up residence in the hotel from time 
to time and in the 1950's Joseph Backus, son of the elder Backus', 
remodeled the hotel rooms into apartments but the building began 
to deteriorate rapidly and it was demolished in the mid-1960's. 

In addition to the three sons mentioned, the John Backus' had 
two daughters, Anna and Florence. 

THE MONEE BAPTIST ACADEMY 

One of the early and prominent landmarks in the educational 
history of northern Dlinois was the German Baptist Student 
Academy established in Monee in the 1870's. The academy, located 
on three lots at the southeast comer of Main and Walnut streets, 
was the materialized dream of two men, Henry Stassen and 
Professor E. C. Janzen. 

Quoting from Prof. Janzen's autobiography: 

Bro. H. Stassen and I had often talked on the subject that it was 
very desirable and appropriate that our denomination should have 
an Academy in the west for the education of OUT young people. Thus 
far not a single one existed in the United States,' we two agreed to 
establish one. 
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Monee Baptist Student Academy, 1872-76 
Courtesy of Dr. E. D. Janzen 

In the spring of 1872, Stassen and Janzen bought the property 
from John F. Fechtmann who had operated a brewery on the 
premises. John and Magdalena Fechtmann came to the United 
States in 1850 and settled in Monee where Fechtmann, a cooper by 
trade, pursued his profession in conjunction with the brewery. 

Realizing their need for fmandal assistance, and to stimulate 
interest, Prof. Janzen visited numerous Baptist churches. According 
to Janzen, the money they received was not a substantial sum. 

Professor Edward Carl Janzen, head of the Monee Baptist Academy. 

Courtesy of Dr. E. D. Janzen 
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Prof. Janzen gives a knowledgeable account of preliminary 
preparations and of scholastic life at the academy: 

The main building that had been used only for a short time as a 
brewery was very substantially built as well as the addition which 
the former owner had used for a dwelling. We raised the whole 
several feet and put a basement of stone and brick walls under it 
and made a cement floor in it. Here was the dining room, a very 
large kitchen, pantry and cellar. Under the addition was a class
room. The first floor consisted of student rooms, and the front room 
was used. the first year as our family room. In the second story was 
the large schoolroom, a very small study for myself and a 
classroom. In the addition was a students' room. A small building 
served as a laundry. Here three wash machines were worked 
simultaneously by my horse on a tread-power. After a few years we 
put up a very roomy three-story building. The first story was of 
brick which furnished us very nice living rooms for the family, which 
at this time was quite numerous. The two upper stories were a 
frame building eighteen feet high; the first of which furnished 
student rooms, the upper story was never finished. The lots 
furnished us a very large garden, so that we raised all the 
vegetables for the school. One fall Bro. H. Steinberg dug 120 bu. of 
potatoes. I got 35 good-sized ones from one hill. The students 
measured one vine 8 ft. 2 in. long. 

In September 1872, the Academy was opened with a fair number 
of scholars. [In the late 1860's while Prof. Janzen was pastor of a 
church at Cincinnati, Ohio, he taught English at a German Normal 
School affiliated with the United Evangelical Church. Thus, Prof. 
Janzen was well-qualified to serve as principal of the academy.] 
Besides myself I had Bro. Busch, a well-educated German scholar 
and Livingston, a teacher of English as well as Bookkeeping and 
Penmanship. He was one of the finest penmen I ever met. In later 
years I had a Miss Rand, who was a most successful English 
teacher; also a Mr. Langerman, who besides other branches, taught 
Latin, German, and also French. I instructed in English, Grammar, 
Higher Arithmetic, Algebra, Greek and the last years in 
Bookkeeping. 

The highest number in our boarding department was twenty-two, 
generally somewhat less; with the day scholars we had about forty 
on the roll. The boarding department scholars paid $150 for the 
three terms including six pieces in the laundry and $5.00 for the 
coal. The day scholars $1. 00 a week. The students preparing for our 
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Theological Seminary were to pay $120. For those unable to do so, 
the churches were to raise this money; but we did not get this 
money punctually; the last $300 not till several years after the close 
of the Academy. The sons of our pastors also paid $120. We also 
had a musical department and those who desired were given 
instruction on the piano. [According to tax records, the academy was 
equipped with a piano and an organ, both considered luxuries of 
this circa.] 

Much attention was given to the spiritual welfare of the students. 
In the morning the school was opened with singing, reading of 
Scripture and prayer in English. All the other exercises were in 
German. Friday evening was prayer meeting attended by teachers, 
students and members of our church who lived in Monee. Sunday 
evening we had a preaching service, attended .by those who could 
come. At the prayer meeting some people from the town and often 
members of the church in Green Garden would come up; so that we 
had very good audience to which I preached almost regularly during 
the school terms. 

I could not close here without making mention of my dear 
companion, who with great care and hard work with little help 
managed the boarding department. After reading her obituary 
notice in the "Sendbote, " A. Jawnicke, Topeka, Kansas, wrote me, 
"I have often remembered her. In love she showed me great 
kindness when I was with you in Monee. She was a very kind 
mother to all of us; she has finished her course and kept the faith. " 
We had quite a number of children at this time. When her work in 
the kitchen was done, she would retire and sew and knit for them 
till late at night. In after years she would say, mothers have it easier 
now for they can buy at the store whatever they need for their 
children, but I had to make everything for them myself She 
certainly was a hard worker. 

Prof. Janzen includes a couple of humorous episodes of life at the 
academy in his autobiography: 

Gur professor Busch had some acquaintances near Watertown, 
Wise., who manufactured Limburger cheese and would send him a 
small box of the "delicatessen." They said the loafers at the depot 
would kick the box around the platform. When the professor got the 
box into his room, he invited the students who desired to do so to 
walk in. I can still see them running to the dining room saying, 
"Mrs. Janzen, each of us would be thankful for a piece of bread. " 
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Having received it, they would run to his room and eat Limburger 
cheese to their hearts' content. 

I married our Professor Livingston to the daughter of our hotel 
man at Monee. She was an accomplished young lady and a fine 
music teacher. I was told that when they moved to Rochester, N. Y., 
she became the organist of our church there. A number of students 
procured a fine box, put some of his clothes into it, that he had 
been wearing while assisting in painting the building, added some 
potatoes, onions and other things with it, and lady teacher Miss 
Rand, assisted in wrapping everything very carefully. A letter of 
congratulations, mostly the work of said lady, was also put into the 
box. that exceeded anything I ever saw in misspelling. Some of the 
students took it ·to the Express Office, interested the Agent in the 
matter, who put some old used stamps onto it, and then handed it 
to the bride's brother when he came in. 

The academy flourished for a few years; its students representing 
five different states. The school operated without an endowment 
fund and in the late 1870's serious financial difficulties arose. A 
German Baptist Seminary opened in Rochester, N.Y., which 
deprived the Monee academy of theological students. At this point 
Prof. Janzen thought it best to close the academy and merge with 
the newly established one in Rochester. 

After the closing of the academy, the Janzen family remained 
living in the school and Prof. Janzen became principal of the Monee 
public school for one term, 1876-77. The following year he taught in 
the Green Garden country school where he had taught and preached 
when he first came to Illinois in 1865. He tells how he walked to the 
school every morning from Monee, a distance of over four miles, 
and walked back after school was dismissed. He practiced fast walk
ing and covered the distance in about an hour. The schoolhouse in 
which he taught was sold at public auction in 1948 and bought by 
Edwin Dralle who moved it to his farm in Green Garden township. 

The Janzen family left Monee in October, 1879, and moved to 
Ellsworth, Kan. 

In later years, Prof. and Mrs. Janzen heard periodically from 
some of the students who attended the Monee academy and many of 
them became successful businessmen and ministers. 

Henry A. Stassen, eldest son of the co-founder of the academy, 
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and his family resided in the dormitory part of the academy for 
several years. Later other families occupied the lower level of the 
buildings, some engaged in business, as George Grundberger who 
leased it Apr. 1, 1897, and moved his meat market into it. 

In the early 1900's the buildings became dilapidated and fire 
hazards and were last occupied by negro section laborers on the 
Illinois Central. The property was sold in the fall of 1925 to Chicago 
realtors, who, in February, 1926, had the remaining building torn 
down. The adjoining building which had been used as a dormitory 
was removed earlier. 

In the late 1920's the owner, August Silander, had a home erected 
on the property and resided there for a number of years. In 1939, 
Dr. C. J. Gustafson moved into the dwelling where he had his 
office. Today the home is owned by Shing Kit Tom and the corner is 
a parking lot for Cliff Mikuce, Inc. restaurant. 

Acknowledgment: 
Much of the history of the Monee Baptist Academy was obtained 

from the autobiography of Professor Edward Carl Janzen entitled 
"Green Garden" written by the professor in 1917-18 when he was 
past 80 years of age. The original account was written in longhand 
and a granddaughter, Mr. Alvin Bronleewe had it published into a 
book in 1962. A copy of the autobiography was loaned to the author 
by Dr. E. D. Janzen of Geneseo, Kan., a grandson of Professor 
Janzen. 

Additional information on the academy was found in the book 
"Adventurous Henry Stassen" written by his granddaughter, Miss 
Hulda Dressler of Lorraine, Kan. 

The author is grateful to Mrs. Bronleewe, Miss Dressler and Dr. 
Janzen for their interest and permission to use excerpts from the 
aforementioned books. 

THE COURT HALL 

The Monee village board of trustees passed an ordinance Jan. 4, 
1879, for the building of the Court Hall and "calaboose" on Court 
street one-half block east of the Illinois Central railroad. It was 
financed by the sale of bonds totaling $1,200. Twenty-four $50 bond 
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denominations were sold and bond holders were paid 8 per cent 
interest annually. Constructed of wood, it had a balcony at the west 
end and a stage at the east end; two jail cells were located behind 
the stage. 

The Monee Court Hall built in 1879; demolished in 1958. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Irene Janssen 

At this era hobos, riding the rails and rods of the I. C., hopped 
off freights at Monee and were a problem for town officials as can 
be seen in 'the report for fiscal year ending Mar. 27, 1888, when 
$22.75 was paid out of town funds for boarding 91 tramps during 
the year. Lodging was in the "calaboose;" here they were locked 
up, fed, bedded down and released under the jurisdiction of village 
policeman, Henry Herbst. 

In the late 1800's and early 1900's the Court Hall was in use 
almost weekly for dances, school plays, Sunday School children's 
entertainment, Indian medicine shows, political rallies, village board 
meetings, Monee Cornet Band rehearsals, etc., foll:' which a nominal 
fee was charged. For example, at the village board meeting of June 
17, 1905, the Monee Cornet Band requested the use of the hall for 
their rehearsals which was granted for $2 per month providing the 
band did not "dirty or ruin the floor" of the hall. 

An organ was placed in the hall and remained .until May, 1940, 
when the village board voted to dispose of it. 
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After the turn of the century it became necessar.y for the Court 
Hall to be repaired and renovated periodically. In 1903 Carl Kurze 
painted the exterior and white-washed the interior; total cost 
including material was $200. 

One gala celebration held in the Court Hall was a leap year dance 
on Apr. 4, 1904. Sponsored by the fire department, all efforts were 
made to make the dance the "jolliest" ever given by the 
department. Fire laddies circulated handbills that gave the rules 
which governed the dance and also a list of sixty-nine of Monee's 
unmarried men, with the hope that each would meet his fate at the 
dance or at least make the acquaintance of a lady who could 
persuade him that it is better to trot in double harness than between 
single shafts. Regulations of the dance were as follows: 

A man asking a lady under 25 to dance, was fined 15 cents.
 
A man asking a lady between 25 and 50 to dance, was fined 10 cents.
 
A man asking a lady over 50 to dance, was fined 5 cents.
 
Men refusing to dance when asked by a lady under 25, were fined
 
10 cents.
 
Men refusing to dance when asked by a lady over 25, were fined 5
 
cents.
 
A lady dancing with a gentleman over 75, received a bonus of $1. 00.
 
A married woman dancing with her husband over three times, was
 
fined 5 cents.
 
Young ladies had to dance every third dance or be fined 5 cents. 
Tickets for general admittance were 50 cents. 

Did any of the sixty-nine eligible bachelors receive a proposal of 
marriage?--if so, they probably never told. 

In 1908 Ben Harms was hired to install a metal ceiling in the hall. 

In the early 1920's silent movies were shown at the hall; the 
theater was operated by a Mr. Trocki of Steger who later sold it to 
Arthur Merker and James Tinney of Monee. They always advertised 
as running a first-class show such as the notice appearing in the 
Monee Review of June 2, 1921: 

MONEE THEATRE
 
Court Hall
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Sunday, June 5 
8:00 p.m. 

Roscoe Arbuckle in
 
"FArrY, THE MERMAID"
 

and
 
Katheryn Adams in
 

.'THE LONG ARM OF
 
THE SECRET SERVICE"
 

Also a good comedy
 

Admission 15 cents and 25 cents
 
Including War Tax
 

The Court Hall continued to be used as a municipal building 
through the 1930's and 40's. In the summer of 1948 the village 
board took steps to rejuvenate the hall. It was raised and a new 
cement block foundation laid. At the Oct. 12, 1948, village board 
meeting, Fire Chief Christ Holl informed the board the fire 
department had appropriated $1,000 for the renewal. The interior 
was lined with wallboard, the floor refinished and a new entrance 
and porch added on the north side. 

The last improvement was a new corrugated aluminum roof in the 
summer of 1955. 

In August, 1958, the village board decided the building had 
outlived its usefulness and pronounced the death sentence on the 
old landmark. Though it had been used as a township and village 
polling place since it was built, it was rarely used for public 
gatherings anymore, and again was in need of repair. 

The village board asked for sealed bids to dispose of the hall and 
two were received; William Holl submitting the highest bid of $501. 
He had the hall torn down and most of the lumber was used in 
building the residence of his son, Allen Holl, on E. Main street. 

As the old landmark passed from the scene, Ernst Smit, 83-year 
old local barber, commented that he remembered when the site on 
which it stood those many years was "just a slough." 
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ODD FELLOWS LODGE NO. 660
 

The Monee Odd Fellows Lodge No. 660 was instituted Apr. 8, 
1879; charter members were Edo R. Freese, Adam Vatter Jr., 
Charles Mertz, F.H. Luehrs and W.D. Cox. An active group, they 
built a new hall during the summer of 1887 and on Sept. 28 of that 
year it was dedicated. It stood at the southwest corner of Margaret 
street and Locust place on the former site of the Herbst Hall which 
was destroyed by fire in the 1870's. At that time the hall was 
considered to be the finest of its size in the country and local 
citizens enjoyed many a happy gathering within its four walls. 

At their 25th anniversary celebration the Monee chapter had an 
enrollment of 94 members. The Monee lodge was known as the 
"mother" of the lodges in the villages of Peotone, Crete and 
Matteson, as they were organized by men who made Odd Fellows in 
Monee. The local chapter was active for many years but a gradual 
decline in membership made the upkeep of the building too much of 
a burden for the remaining few. 

On Nov. 6, 1943, the hall and lot were sold at public auction. 
George Shumaker of Steger bought the property for $1,950. Those 
members still active in the lodge transferred to the Chicago Heights 
chapter. 

In the mid-1940's William Janssen became the owner of the 
property and he tore down the old hall and used some of the lumber 
to build a house on the site. Following the deaths of Mr. and Mrs. 
Janssen in an automobile accident Dec. 4, 1961, the home was 
purchased by Archie Crowder and he sold it to the Marvin Wolf 
family in 1967. 

SCHWIESOW'S HALL 

The building which in later years became known as Schwiesow's 
Hall was originally built by the Illinois Central in the mid-1850's 
soon after the completion of the railroad through Monee and was 
used for many years as a freight house. It also served the early 
settlers for public meetings, social gatherings and political rallies. 
At the outbreak of the Civil War patriotic meetings were held in the 
building and many of the young men enlisted and signed the roster 
as defenders of the Union at the close of these meetings. 
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In October, 1905, the railroad sold the building to Schwiesow 
brothers, who moved it to the southeast corner of W. Main street 
and Brier lane. At that time some of the decorations, hung on the 
rafters during the Civil War, were still in their place, mute 
witnesses of the stirring scenes of the past. 

On the second floor the Schwiesow brothers, John and August, 
"fitted up an opera house and dancing hall" and high-classed 
dances were held twice a month with an attendance of 100 to 130 at 
each affair. They dedicated their new hall Nov. 22, 1905, by giving a 
free dance. It was considered one of the finest and largest halls in 
eastern Will county. 

The following account which appeared in the Monee Review, Dec. 
27, 1907, speaks for itself: 

The entertainment at Schwiesow's Hall the past week was as a 
rule well-attended. The voting contest for the most popular young 
lady developed considerable rivalry among the friends of some of 
the young ladies. The young lady receiving the most votes was 
awarded a handsome ring at the close of the entertainment Sunday 
evening [Dec. 22]. The contest finally centered between the friends 
of three young ladies. They were Lena Wilke, Lillie Herbert and 
Anna Fehland. Shortly before the close of the show Miss Fehland's 
friends plumped about 1,000 votes for her putting her far in the lead 
and she was declared the winner and received the present. 

Although the hall was used primarily for dances, basketball 
games and wrestling matches were held regularly. Occasionally a 
medicine show entertained the townspeople, as announced in an 
advertisement in the local newspaper, Jan. 28, 1915: 

The Quaker Medicine Company will give a show in Schwiesow's 
Hall each evening for one week beginning Saturday, Feb. 13. On 
certain nights an admission fee of 10 cents and 15 cents will be 
charged. All other performances are free. 

The same edition of the Monee Review contained the following: 

A big masquerade dance was given by the Jolly Five Club at 
Schwiesow's Hall Saturday night, Jan. 23 and was well-attended. 
Three hundred tickets were sold. Over eighty people took part in the 
grand march at 11:30 p. m. 
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Prizes were awarded to the following: 

Best dressed lady--Mrs. Fred Eickmann
 
Second best dressed lady--Miss Bertha Wilke
 
Best Indian princess--Miss Olga Knickrehm
 
Best Topsy--Raymond Thompson
 
Best old maid--Jacob Ruder Jr.
 
Most comical lady--Mrs. John Heft
 
Best dressed gent--Paul Sander
 
Second best dressed gent--Harley Buchmeier
 
Best dressed Indian chief--Harold Thompson
 
Best Cowboy--George Sonneborn Jr.
 
Best Dutchman--Carl Luehrs
 
Best negro--Louis Behrens
 
Most comical gent--Irvin Thompson
 

Dancing continued until 3 a. m. Music was furnished by a four
piece orchestra. A large number from Manteno attended. 

On ground level, under the dance hall, Schwiesow brothers 
operated the Monee Livery Barn. On a Sunday afternoon many a 
young gallant swain rented a fancy rig and a spirited horse and 
went "acourtin' " with some pretty miss along shady lanes in 
Raccoon Grove. In the Monee Review of Jan. 12, 1906, editor and 
publisher, J. H. Montgomery, praised Schwiesow brothers iivery 
business with a short poem: 

There's where you get 'em, 
Rigs the finest and the best; 

They please our pretty maidens 
And, boys, you know the rest. 

Harness fine and tasty, 
In the latest make and style, 

That look and fit so neatly; 
They make the horses smile. 

On Feb. 6, 1915, John Schwiesow offered the saloon and dance 
hall for sale at public auction and it was bought by Clarence Plagge. 
Within a few years it was practically unoccupied and as it was a 
large frame structure it was considered to be more or less of a fire 
hazard to the west side. In February, 1927, Plagge demolished the 
old landmark. Despite its age of 70 years, the timbers used in the 



construction of the building were well-preserved at the time of its 
demise. 

THE ENGELKE HOTEL 

The last of a number of hotels built in Monee still stands, at the 
southeast corner of Main street and Oak road; it was also the last to 
close its doors. For forty years it served Monee as a lodging and 
rooming house under the cognomen of the Engelke Hotel. 

Situated at a main intersection in the village, the hotel site was 
originally owned by Louis Kuhn, who, in 1855 built a house on the 
premises. In 1864 he sold the property to Charles Plagge who in 
turn sold it in 1873 to John A. Heins. The latter operated a drug
store on the corner for several years. 

A German emigrant, Hans Henry Vehrs, came to America in 1869 
and resided at Sherbenville, Ind. and Peotone, TIL, before settling in 
Monee in 1874. In the 1880's he acquired the Heins' property and 
within a few years took down the existing building. Vehrs had a 
dream to establish a custom in his adopted country which was 
popular in Germany,--he would build a "gasthaus" (guest house) 
for young people. In Germany, at this circa, hostelries were 
operated for the benefit of young people, who, after their formal 
education and with financial help from their parents, would set out 
on a "Vunder Yar." The purpose of a year of travel was to acquaint 
the youth with the outside world and assist them in choosing a 
career or profession. 

Engelke Hotel, corner of Main Street and Oak Road, built in the 1890's by Hans 
Henry Vehrs. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Loretta Spencer 
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In the 1890's Vehrs erected a two-story hostelry patterned after 
those of Germany. Designed for comfort, the hotel had thirteen 
rooms consisting of individual guest rooms, a large dining room, 
twenty-seven feet long, an equally large kitchen and an upstairs 
sitting room. The ten and one-half foot ceilings gave the interior an 
appearance of spaciousness. The second-story guest rooms fingered 
off the large sitting room where guests could gather and visit. A 
balcony projected from the upper level on three sides which Vehrs 
added for the convenience and relaxation of the young people. 
Green-shuttered windows gave the building an attractive 
appearance. 

Soon Vehrs realized a "Vunder Yar" was not to become a regular 
experience in the life of the youth in the United States. Evidently 
the stern pioneer frowned on too much freedom for anyone when 
there was so much work to be done in a new country opening up for 
development. However, Vehrs did not become disillusioned but 
opened a hotel for the traveling public. Lodging was furnished -in 
the guest rooms, meals in the dining room, drinks at the bar, and 
horses stabled in a large barn located behind the hotel. The barn, 
built in 1879, was destroyed by fire Sept. 26, 1918. (See Major 
Disasters Chapter) 

In 1895 Vehrs leased the hotel and saloon to Mr. and Mrs. George 
Hessler and moved to his farm south of Monee. 

In the spring of 1908 Vehrs made extensive improvements at the 
hotel including the removal of the old porch and replacing it with a 
new one. 

Following the death of Vehrs, Jan. 29, 1915, his widow leased the 
hotel to Fred Krohn. In February, 1916, Mrs. Otto (Anna) Engelke, 
only daughter of the H. H. Vehrs', became proprietress of the hotel. 
Around 1925 Mrs. Engelke completely remodeled the structure 
removing the balcony and altering the interior. The hotel had the 
distinction of being the first building in Monee with inside 
plumbing, installed by workmen from Chicago. 

Mrs. Engelke operated the hotel as a rooming house until her 
death Nov. 11, 1956. Her daughter, Mrs. Loretta Spencer, continued 
to reside in the family home until Aug. 1, 1969, when she sold the 
property to Richard Carrier. 

The intersection of Main street and Oak road is still referred to by 
many as "Engelke's Corner." 
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CHAPTER XIX 

MAJOR DISASTERS 

," .. the noise of the tumult.,. " 
Isa. 33:3 

Annotation: In a community over a span of more than a century 
the forces of nature--wind, fire and storm, periodically take their toll 
in devastation, at times destroying some of the most beloved 
landmarks. Although frequently on the strength of pioneer spirit 
reconstruction follows, yet the disaster closes a chapter on the 
history of the old and life is never quite the same again. Additional 
catastrophes resulting in the loss of life among local residents have 
periodically plunged the community into deepest sorrow. The impact 
of such calamities are never felt more potently than immediately 
following their occurrence, therefore, local newspaper accounts of 
some of these tragedies are given verbatim and so accredited. 

OLD-TIME BLIZZARDS 

Gray flannel skies, assisted by bitter gales whipping across frozen 
Illinois prairies, dropped a curtain of snow lasting for almost six 
bleak months that memorable winter of 1830-31. Early pioneers who 
witnessed the "winter of the deep snow," the severest ever known 
in the state, left accounts of the privations the four feet of snow left 
in its wake. 

Northern Illinois was completely snowbound but many counties, 
notably Macon in the center of the state, were almost totally sub
merged by gigantic drifts which rose to housetops. Pioneer families, 
stranded in their cabins, suffered from acute food shortage. The 
sufferings and trials of the few who bore the brunt of that 
snowstorm in Will county were repeated years after and became an 
"oft-told tale." So unusual was the great snow that early settlers 
looked upon it as a natural time mark for referring to both preceding 
and succeeding events. 

Birds and wild animals starved by the thousands and their 
carcasses dotted the white-blanketed fields. Wolves, running easily 
over the snow crust, made short work of deer, which were trapped 
when their feet cut through the surface. To help these animals, 
Captain David L. Allen, of Decatur, provided a refuge in his cattle 
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pen, where he fed and protected many of them during the long 
winter siege. 

The winter of 1884-85 challenged that of 1830-31 in severity and 
hardship. J. P. Conrad, editor of the Monee Review, remembered it 
vividly and in the Feb. 12, 1931, issue shared his recollections: 

On the evening of February 7, 1885, the mail train got stalled in 
the cut south of town. Traffic on the Illinois Central was completely 
tied up for three days. Before the mail train was shoveled out a 
number of other passenger and freight trains were tied up north of 
town and the engines either froze up or ran out of water. 
Passengers on the trains were unable to leave the coaches and all 
available food in town was taken to them to keep them from 
starving. The blizzard raged for three days with temperatures as low 
as 30 degrees below zero. The railroad company not having water 
available to fill the engine tanks, hired the Monee fire department 
with its fire engine to pump water from a well near the depot, and 
paid 75 cents per hour for the pumpers. Although this was unheard 
of wages for the times, very few of the boys could stand the cold for 
more than twenty minutes or half an hour at a time and finally quit 
the job, as the water froze about as fast as it was drawn from the 
well. 

A blinding blizzard resulting in impassable roads again hit the 
Monee area in the early 1900's; The Review of Feb. 21, 1908, 
recorded it thus: 

The worst snowstorm experienced in this section of the state 
raged February 18 and 19. The fall of snow was the heaviest since 
February, 1885, the winter of the "big snow." A high northeast 
wind piled the snow into immense drifts. The country roads were 
filled to the tops of fences and all traffic was at a standstill. Train 
service on the Illinois Central was seriously interrupted and nearly 
all the trains ran from thirty minutes to five hours late. Traffic on 
the interurban line was completely suspended for three days. Rural 
mail carriers were unable to cover their routes. On February 20 the 
farmers turned out willingly and broke the roads. In many places 
they had to shovel through drifts eight feet deep. Fortunately the 
temperatures kept well above zero during the storm. 

YOUNG LAD SUFFOCATED 

Last Wednesday morning a horrible accident occurred in Monee, 
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startling the entire community and bringing sadness and desolation 
to one of our brightest homes. Charles Plagge, owner and manager 
of the elevator, had his man, John Goss, loading a car with corn, 
when his little son, Carl, aged between nine and ten years, and a 
small companion by the name of Heines, sought the bin in play. The 
hired man, not knowing that they were in there, opened the spout 
and the descending grain began to draw them under when their 
cries for help attracted the attention of Henry Hoffman, a carpenter, 
repairing the warehouse. Hoffman hallooed to Goss--Goss thinking 
something was wrong, closed the spout. When Hoffman arrived at 
the bin he found the Heines boy clinging with one hand to a side of 
the bin and with the other sustaining the Plagge boy. Hoffman at 
once grabbed the Heines boy and threw him out of the bin. 

A number of persons were soon at hand and in the excitement 
and inability to extricate the boy, during which he complained of 
their hurting his arms and a foot by pulling, the father eager to aid 
his son, rushed down and opened the spout, Instantly the boy was 
drawn in and suffocated. The Peotone Eagle, Aug. 14, 1886 

STUENKEL FAMILY ASPHYXIATED 

Four deaths were caused by the escape of coal gas in the home of 
Fred Stuenkel, a farmer living three miles north of Monee, last 
Friday morning (Feb. 28, 1896). Four of the family survived but for 
a number of days their lives hung in the balance. 

The dead are:	 Stuenkel, Fred, age 45, father
 
Stuenkel, Rosamunda, age 13
 
Stuenkel, Della, age 4
 
Stuenkel, William, age 19
 

The father, Rosa and Della died Friday morning and William died 
Saturday. The survivors are Katharina Stuenkel, the mother, and 
the children, Hulda aged 10, Arthur aged 8 and Reneta, aged 5 
months. 

The first news of the asphyxiation was carried to a brother, Henry 
Stuenkel, across a fall plowed field half a mile away, by Hulda and 
Arthur. 

"Father, Rosa	 and Della are dead and the rest dying," they 
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gasped, and then fainted. The uncle left his own son to take care of 
Hulda and Arthur and hurried to his brother's house. 

There he found confusion and death and for a time could hardly 
take care of those living. 

The Stuenkel family had retired after family prayers at 9 o'clock 
Thursday night. The father, with Della and Arthur, slept in a large 
bedroom downstairs. On the floor above the other members of the 
family slept. In the lower room was a large hard coal stove, which 
had been filled for the night. 

It was nearly 3 o'clock when Mrs. Stuenkel was awakened by the 
cries of one of the children. She smelled something strong, she says 
she did not know what, and went to the child to pacify it. No sooner 
had this been accomplished when another child began crying. The 
mother went downstairs to see what was wrong. 

As she opened the door to her husband's room she again smelled 
the gas without knowing what it was. She went inside and called 
upstairs to her daughter Rosamunda. Rosa came to her assistance 
and was told the others were ill. Fred Stuenkel was lying upon the 
bed writhing in agony and moaning. Arthur was on the floor behind 
the stove unconscious. Della was on the bed with her father crying. 

No one seemed to think of the coal gas and the door was kept 
shut for fear of cooling off the room. The daughter tried to find out 
what the trouble was. The baby, Reneta, had been crying and was 
brought along. A few minutes after the family had gathered in the 
father's room, each member began acting in a peculiar manner. 

The baby went to sleep. William fell to the floor and crawled 
outside into the kitchen. The mother became so dizzy she had to 
leave the room. Rosamunda remained with her father and in a short 
time the gas fumes overcame her and she fell to the floor. The girl 
was found dead several hour later. 

Not one member of the family seemed to notice the hot stove and 
the gas. The children ran about half-dazed, always closing the door 
behind them. The mother and oldest son were prostrate upon the 
kitchen floor, and no help was to be had. 

About 7 o'clock William recovered sufficiently to start for his 
uncle's home across the field. It took a long time, he said to get out 
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of the house and across the yard. The first hundred yards were 
covered by crawling upon his hands and knees. He had gone only 
part of the way when he was discovered by his Uncle Henry who 
was on his way to the house. 

The Stuenkels have been prominent in the country north of Monee 
for nearly forty years. The Peotone Vedette, Mar. 6, 1896 

MONEE MAN KILLED BY 1. C. TRAIN 

The people of Monee were greatly shocked Saturday night, 
January 6, to learn of the horrible death of an old citizen of this 
township. 

John W. Winter was an old bachelor, living alone on a 40-acre 
farm one and one-half miles north of Monee, near the Illinois 
Central Ry. tracks. He was seen in town a few minutes after 7 
o'clock having bought some sugar, bread, and other groceries for 
his table and a copy of the Review which he intended reading that 
night. Thus supplied with good things and talking with friends; he 
later started home, walking alone along the track. He was 
accustomed to going home this route for years. 

At about 8:20 o'clock engine No. 574 of an extra train north
bound, in charge of conductor Sippe struck Winter, killing him 
instantly and cutting him up badly. About 10 o'clock it was known a 
man was killed by the train, a brakeman of a southbound freight 
train told one of our citizens a man was cut into pieces in the Monee 
railroad yards. 

Gustave Lehmann and section foreman William DeKloe went out, 
picked him up and took him from the tracks. He was killed a 
quarter-mile north of the I.C. depot. Winter's head was to the 
north; he was found on the east side of the main track. DeKloe 
conversed with Mr. Winter in town just a short time before his 
death. 

Coroner Calvin Z. Noel was notified by telegram and arrived here 
about 10 o'clock and impaneled the following jury: J. P. Conrad, 
foreman, Otto J. Herbert, Mark Barett, Fred Behrens, Gustave 
Lehmann and D. S. Kachel. They soon gave the verdict: "He was 
accidentally killed by an Illinois Central train." 
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Mr. Winter was born in Germany, resided in this vicinity the last 
40 years and was about 62 years old when death came. He has a 
sister residing in the state of Ohio and a cousin at Matteson, Ill., 
besides a host of warm friends in Monee. He was good to everyone 
and no person has spoken anything but good words of him. He did 
not take any active part in church work but observed many good 
rules in his dealings with his fellow man and was highly respected 
by many. 

This we understand is about the 10th death in this village on the 
tracks the last 15 years or so. Some of them were: Christian Kein, 
Carl Engelke, Mr. Eichoff, James Gorman, two strangers, Jake 
Engel, a brakeman, and Christ Keifer. The Monee Review, Jan. 12, 
1906 

OAKDELL PARK PAVILION BURNED 

The fine new dancing pavilion at Oakdell Park, a mile and a half 
south of Monee was completely destroyed by fire July 14, 1908. The 
fire is supposed to be of incendiary origin. It cannot be accounted 
for by any other theory. 

The building was closed and locked and had been for several 
days. No one connected with the park had been on the grounds that 
day or evening. 

The conductor of a southbound interurban which passed the park 
at 11:38 p.m. says that there was no sign of light on the grounds 
when his car passed. He changed places with the conductor of a 
northbound car at Peotone. When at the crossing north of the park 
he discovered the fire which was beginning to gain headway. 

John Schwiesow, one of the owners of Oakdell, was returning 
from Kankakee on the car. He left the car at the substation and with 
Henry Fehland went back to the park. When they reached it the roof 
of the pavilion had fallen in and the fire was burning furiously. 

There was no water available and nothing could be done to check 
the fire. 

The Fourth of July picnic was the only one ever held in the 
pavilion. 
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Figuring the cost of the building and loss of business during the 
season, the Monee Amusement Company is out about $2,500. The 
loss is complete for no insurance was carried. The amusement 
company offered a reward of $200 for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the person or persons guilty of setting the 
fire. The Monee Review, July 17, 1908 

WOMAN DRUGGED AND ROBBED 

The home of Mrs. Amelia Bischel, three miles southeast of 
Monee, was entered by burglars some time Tuesday evening (June 
1, 1909). The burglars chloroformed Mrs. Bischel and her eleven
year old daughter, Lillie, and then ransacked the house at their 
leisure. 

A gold watch, a valuable ring, $6.00 in cash and several small 
pieces of jewelry were taken. 

Mrs. Bischel and her young daughter live alone. When she had 
slept off the effects of the drug and waked up Wednesday morning, 
Mrs. Bischel was surprised at the lateness of the hour. An open 
window which she knew had been closed the night before aroused 
her suspicions and upon investigation she found that nearly every 
room in the house showed evidence of having been ransacked. 

Both Mrs. Bischel and her daughter felt the effects of the drug all 
day Wednesday, and not until Thursday morning did they feel that 
they had fully recovered from it. 

Not the slightest clew has been found which might lead to the 
capture of the burglars. The Monee Review, June 4, 1909 

BOILER BURSTS--KILLS TWO--MAIMS TWO 

The Dead 
Fred Schmidtke, single, aged 23 
Oscar Kuersten, single, aged 21 

The Injured 
Fred Ohlendorf, badly scalded by steam and hot water, taken to 

St. James hospital, Chicago Heights. 
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Mrs. Ohlendorf, cut by glass when a piece of metal struck the 
window. 

Two men were instantly killed and a man and a woman badly 
injured when the boiler of a threshing engine exploded July 30, 
1914, on the farm of Henry Ohlendorf three miles east of Monee. 

The threshing outfit was the property of the owner of the farm. 
The men who were killed had been employed by Mr. Ohlendorf to 
take care of the engine. Kuersten was the engineer and Schmidtke 
the water boy. Everything had been made ready for the season's 
run and at about 7 a.m. the young men were putting the belt on the 
drive wheel when the explosion occurred. 

Fred Ohlendorf was a farm hand employed by George Becker, and 
had come to the place with his employer to help with the Ohlendorf 
threshing. He was sitting on a wagon tongue at the time. The steam 
and hot water scalded his lower limbs terribly. He was taken to St. 
James hospital at Chicago Heights. It is thought he will recover, 
although it will be a long time until he is able to be about. 

The force of the explosion upset the engine, broke the heavy rear 
axle off clean and scattered pieces of the boiler and engine over a 
wide area. Not a single part of the jacket of the boiler remained 
intact. 

The body of young Kuersten was picked up in the orchard at a 
distance of 200 feet from where the engine stood. The right side of 
his head,was crushed. A piece of broken metal weighing about 200 
pounds was found beside him. 

Schmidtke was thrown SO feet. His badly mangled body was 
picked up from among a pile of fence posts. A deep gash in his neck 
showed that a piece of metal of the machine had almost decapitated 
him. 

Mr. Ohlendorf and George Becker were in the granary about 100 
feet away when the accident happened. They escaped injury. 

Mrs. Ohlendorf, Henry's aged mother, was cut about the head by 
pieces of flying glass when a heavy piece of metai crashed through 
the kitchen window. Her injuries were not serious. 

Mr. Ohlendorf immediately summoned Dr. Blim of Crete and Dr. 
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Sullivan of Monee. When they arrived Kuersten and Schmidtke had 
breathed their last. 

The explosion was heard for miles. Many residents of Monee 
heard it but paid no attention to it thinking that someone was 
blasting. The news spread rapidly and within a short time hundreds 
of people had gathered at the Ohlendorf farm. They came in 
automobiles and conveyances of all kinds. Many came in autos from 
Chicago, Joliet, Kankakee and points in Indiana. Over 2,000 visited 
the farm in the course of the day. 

According to evidence at the inquest the following day, the steam 
gauge showed a pressure of between 80 and 90 pounds a few 
moments before the explosion. The boiler had been fired the day 
before the accident and the safety valve had blown off at 100 
pounds. The outfit had been in use for 12 or 13 seasons. 

The young men who were killed were born and reared in Monee 
near the place where they met their tragic deaths, both the eldest 
sons of widows living in Chicago Heights. 

Fred Schmidtke was born in Monee September 27, 1890, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schmidtke, the father died October 10, 1907. 

Oscar Kuersten was born in Monee December 14, 1892, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Kuersten. 

The two young men were buried side by side in one grave in the 
Kuersten lot at St. Paul's cemetery. As they were boon companions 
in life it was deemed fitting they should be interred together. 

The Monee Review, Aug. 5, 1914 

THE CYCLONE 

May 26, 1917,--that fateful Saturday afternoon, never to be 
forgotten by those who witnessed the appalling scene of 
disaster;--remains left by "The Cyclone" as it ripped open Monee 
township. No picture of the pen can adequately describe the 
magnitude of the calamity that numbed the senses in unbelief. 

The storm brought death and destruction to a strip of rich 
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agricultural country, two to three miles in width, as it swept from 
west to east through Will county. Louis Honsbruch, 30 years old, 
was at the William Nagel farm in Green Garden township and was 
in a garage when the storm broke. On his way to the house, he was 
struck on the back of the head by the roof of the garage and thrown 
to the ground, pinned under the structure. He was dead when taken 
from under the roof. A fourteen-year old boy of Jackson township, 
Clinton Schweizer, was killed under the wreckage of a barn. 

Monee township suffered no loss of life but those known to have 
received injuries were: John Behrens, broken ankle and other 
serious injuries; Brown Higgins, farm hand, seriously injured and 
taken to St. James hospital, Chicago Heights; William Kirchner, 
injured internally; Harry Schultz, cut and scratched when a team of 
horses ran away; Edward Evans and Arthur Nave, conductor and 
brakeman respectively, on the Illinois Central freight train 'blown 
from the tracks, scratched and bruised. 

May 26 began as any normal Saturday in a rural commun
ity,--some farmers working in the fields,--others drove to town for 
weekend "trading,"--women busily baking and cleaning, preparing 
for the Sabbath. The barometric pressure began to drop and people 
became affected by it; they became restless and sensed that "all 
was not well." Old-timers referred to this oppressively hot and 
humid day as "sultry." The sky became stormy and threatening and 
by mid-afternoon a dark blue bank arose in the northwest 
accompanied by the constant low rumble of distant thunder. 

Local residents were completely unaware that the storm was 
already raging north of Mendota, Ill., where it formed. It continued 
eastward through LaSalle and Kendall counties before entering Will; 
the villages of Plattville, Minooka, Manhattan and Goodenow 
directly in its path. Thereafter it passed into Indiana where it struck 
Hobart and Kouts before its fury abated, although effects of the 
wind were traced into Ohio. 

The roar of the storm as it approached was terrifying but this 
warning gave many people time to seek shelter in cellars. Suddenly 
at 5 p.m. it became black as pitch outside and for forty minutes 
Monee township was held unmercifully in the grasp of destruction. 
Nearly three miles wide, the storm seemed to be made up of a 
series of tornadoes and nearly everyone in it agreed that there were 
three distinct blows. Some of the wreckage indicated that buildings 
were destroyed by a velocity of cyclonic wind; others showed every 
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evidence of having been struck by a twister. Observers on the 
perimeter saw a funnel-shaped cloud accompany the storm. 

A deluge of rain fell during the entire length of the violence. 
Immense quantities of hailstones fell, many the size of chicken eggs. 

Forty minutes of nightmarish din;--and suddenly a solemn hush 
brooded over the countryside. The eerie silence, broken frequently 
by a mournful whimper of ari animal trapped under debris which 
was once a barn, was almost as unbelieveable and unbearable as 
"The Cyclone" itself. In Raccoon Grove the whinny of horses and 
bellow of cattle pierced the silence, many of which were entangled 
in broken brush or pinned under fallen trees. Almost immediately 
the sun broke through the clouds and in a short while blue sky 
reigned;--the day ending with a glorious sunset. 

The terrific force of the wind was best seen in Raccoon Grove. 
Freese's fine picnic grounds were ruined, nearly every tree was 
leveled; Fitch's thirty acres had not a whole tree left; and the 
beautiful black walnut trees at the east end of the grove were all 
destroyed. The fact that the east end of the grove suffered more 
than the west side, proved that a heavy grove of natural timber did 
not afford much protection against the storm. The giant elm in 
Raccoon Grove, known locally as "The Monarch," was uprooted to 
one side like a reed. It stood on the west side of the creek, north of 
Pauling road, a few hundred feet from Egyptian trail. The tree was 
more than five feet in diameter; the hole where the tree stood was 
large enough for a basement of a large house. 

Destruction caused by t.he cyclone of May 26, 1917, at the Ezra Yando home, 
Pauling Road, east of Raccoon Grove. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Manetta Pauling 
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Egyptian trail and Pauling road through the grove were 
impassable for three days. Twenty men worked for nearly two days 
and then they had merely cleared a narrow passageway down the 
center of each road. Along the lllinois Central railroad and the 
Chicago and Southern Traction Co. line not a telephone pole was left 
standing between Monee's substation and Oakdell Park. 

A southbound train of seventy empty coal cars was caught by the 
storm just south of the substation. The caboose missed being caught 
by the wreckage of the viaduct by a few rods. Twenty-four of the 
heavy steel coal cars and the caboose were blown over by the force 
of the wind. Some of them were merely tipped over, while others 
were hurled thirty or forty feet into the ditch on the east side of the 
tracks. The wind seemed to blow in gusts, for a few cars were 
overturned and then three or four were skipped and another lot 
taken, then it would skip a few more and then take a few, and so 
on. Some of the cars were wrenched from their trucks and in other 
cases trucks and all were carried from the track. 

The engineer of the wrecked freight train said the water in the 
I.e. reservoir, one-half mile south of Monee, stood up like a wall as 
he passed it. For a moment he feared death by drowning in the 
deluge, but the engine cleared the reservoir before the water struck 
the train. 

Conductor Edward Evans and brakeman Arthur Nave were in the 
caboose when it overturned. Both men were scratched and bruised 
but not seriously hurt. One brakeman jumped from the caboose 
before it went over and escaped without injury. 

The freight train was ahead of the Gilman accommodation and 
was running on the passenger train's time. The engineer was trying 
to get into the clear at the Peotone passing track before the 
passenger train caught up to him. The passenger train was nearly 
fifteen minutes late, and to this fact the passengers owed their 
escape from being in a possible wreck. 

The wreck of the freight train blocked traffic for nine hours. All of 
the through trains during the first half of the night were detoured 
over the e. & E. I. via Momence and Kankakee. 

The wagon road viaduct across the I.C. tracks near the substation 
was built of heavy timbers, some of them 12 x 16 feet in size. Solid 
and substantial as it was, it lasted only a fraction of a second when 
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the force of the wind struck it. It was carried fifty feet to the south 
and deposited squarely across the railroad tracks. It required many 
hours of work of a large force of men with axes and saws to remove 
the wreckage. 

The line of the Chicago and Southern Traction Co. suffered heavy 
damage. The Monee substation was directly in the path of the 
storm. The west end of the building caved in, bricks falling over the 
electrical equipment of the plant. A moment later the roof was 
carried away and the machinery exposed to the torrential rain. 
Albert "Buddy" Gloor, the agent for the interurban company, had a 
narrow escape. When he heard the crash of the falling wall he ran 
to the door as debris from the roof and a mass of bricks fell at his 
heels. Nearly four miles of the company's overhead equipment was 
blown down. It took a large crew of men over a week to repair the 
lines and no cars operated during this time south of Crete. 

The Albert Stassen house on the north edge of Raccoon Grove, 
east of Egyptian trail, was wrecked by the wind and then burned. 
The fire started from the kitchen stove. Neither Mr. nor Mrs. 
Stassen were home at the time. Their nephew, Herman Stassen, 
was the only one present. He started a fire in the stove to prepare 
supper and almost immediately afterward the storm struck. The 
house, barn, silo, and every shed were demolished in an instant. 
Just what or how it all happened was more than Herman could tell. 
When it was over he was in the yard clinging to a tree and had no 
idea how he got there. 

West of Monee Jerry Stassen and his hired man, Ernest 
Lindeman were trying to reach the house before the storm struck. 
Just before they came to the gate leading to the yard a large tree 
fell across it and they were compelled to stay on the road. They let 
their horses loose and were saved from being blown away by lying 
down in a ditch. Both of them were black and blue from the 
pounding of the hail. 

Eastward from Monee the force of the wind seemed greater than 
toward the west, practically nothing was spared. Every building in 
Goodenow except two was wrecked, the debris reduced to kindling 
and very little of this was found. Siemsen's elevator was a complete 
loss. It was full of grain and thousands of bushels of oats poured out 
of the building. The roof was carried several hundred feet. Many 
people were badly injured; nine were taken to St. James hospital. 
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The storm played many freakish pranks. Some of the stories told 
by people in the devastated area were almost beyond belief, but in 
most cases the evidence was at hand to convince the skeptical. 

The report of the I.e. engineer of the wrecked freight train that 
the water in the reservoir stood up like a wall was verified by Fred 
Behrens, tenant on the Ziemer farm on which the reservoir was 
located. He was working in the field, discing with four horses and 
seeing the storm approaching tried to reach the farmyard. The 
horses became frightened and unmanageable and a cyclonic gale 
blew him into the reservoir and deposited him on the muddy 
bottom,--the water was completely gone. He managed to crawl out 
before the water receded and was miraculously unharmed but 
entirely covered with mud. 

On the Mrs. Caroline Eickmann farm a mile west of Monee there 
was a drilled well eighty feet deep and in it was seventy-two feet of 
pipe leading up to a common iron pump. The pump and pipe were 
sucked out of the well and carried nearly a thousand feet to a field 
in the John Gorman farm. 

A large quantity of oats was sucked out of a granary in Green 
Garden township but the granary was not damaged to any great 
extent. 

A Green Garden woman was sitting in a rocking chair holding her 
child in her lap when the storm struck the house. After the blow she 
was found in the yard sitting on a bed quilt, the child still in her 
lap, both unhurt. 

The Green Garden town hall was reduced to small kindling wood 
and not enough of this was found to fill a small cart. A large lamp 
which stood on a table in the hall was gently deposited on a plank at 
the side of the road. It was upright, ready to light. The schoolhouse 
across the road from the hall escaped with the loss of two or three 
shingles at one corner. 

A mother near Goodenow ran from the house when she saw the 
storm approaching. She lay face down on the ground with her baby 
clasped to her breast. Almost every stitch of clothing was torn from 
her, but she and the baby escaped injury. 

At many farms chickens were completely plucked of their 
feathers. Timothy and oat straws driven into Osage orange hedge, 
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trees, telephone poles and fence boards were a common sight along 
the storm's path. 

The village of Monee, fortunately, was on the north edge of the 
storm's route and the most damage was done to trees with many 
blown down into the streets. Some were torn out by the roots and 
moved a considerable distance. Only a few buildings in the village 
were slightly damaged which seemed miraculous due to the vast 
amount of tree damage. Buildings at the fair grounds received 
damage amounting to $500. 

People in the neighboring village and countryside of Peotone 
stood outdoors watching the nightmarish phenomenon, mesmerized 
by the blackened sky to the north of them. Late into the night men 
from Peotone arrived in the stricken area, some on horseback and 
many walked ten to twenty miles to inquire whether relatives and 
friends were safe. 

The following morning thousands of sightseers toured the area 
between Manhattan and Goodenow, some came from as far as sixty 
to a hundred miles. After communications were restored, an endless 
amount of telephone calls and telegrams came to Monee, all 
interested in the welfare of township residents. 

The loss in the two townships of Monee and Green Garden 
amounted to more than a half-a-million dollars. Fully a third of the 
farms were ruined. Oat fields were beaten hard by the hail and the 
tender plants driven into the ground and destroyed. Low places in 
the fields were filled with torrents of water and the loss from the 
washing of the land was heavy. Many crops of oats and corn were 
covered with six to twelve inches of soil washed down from higher 
ground. Some of the tenants lost practically everything and 
abandoned the farms. Very few men carried tornado insurance and 
many were left penniless, their homes and hopes crushed like 
eggshells. 

Within a day large gangs of men were organized to help clear 
debris from fields and farmyards and to build temporary shelters for 
livestock. A conservative estimate stated that 50 horses and 100 
cattle were killed in Green Garden and Monee townships. Many of 
the houses that did survive were badly damaged and twisted on 
their foundations and had to be demolished. For a year thereafter, 
Harvey Kolstedt, of the local lumber company, spent nearly all his 
waking hours, working far into the night, figuring lumber and 
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material for 67 buildings that had to be replaced in the Monee area. 

Tales of "The Cyclone" and its havoc have been told repeatedly 
through the years. It is little wonder when a tornado alert bulletin is 
broadcast today, that senior citizens anxiously scan the sky, well 
remembering May 26, 1917. 

OLD VEHRS BARN BURNED--15 HORSES LOST 

The large barn on the Mrs. Anna Engelke lot just south of the 
corner hotel, was completely destroyed by fire Sept. 26, 1918. 
Fifteen horses were lost in the blaze and nine tons of hay. 

The barn which was 36 x 80 feet was in flames from one end to 
the other when the fire was noticed by Steve Hayes, the night 
operator at the depot. He sounded the alarm and the fire 
department responded promptly. It was 10:45 when Hayes first saw 
the fire. 

Fortunately there was no wind at the time. The boys soon had 
four leads of hose playing on the burning structure. There was a full 
supply of water in the storage tanks and the engines and pumps 
were worked to the limit. 

Fearing the spread of the fire to the other buildings calls were 
sent to Peotone and Chicago Heights for help but before the 
companies from these towns arrived, the local fire department with 
the help of hundreds of citizens and fair visitors had the blaze under 
control. 

The Wachsmuth barn to the south was only twelve feet away and 
was on fire a number of times but the damage was slight. The H. B. 
Janssen meat market to the north was ignited by the intense heat 
and it was damaged quite badly. The smaller buildings on the 

,	 Mauer lot, also to the north, were badly scorched. That any of these 
buildings escaped was due to the hard work of the department and 
the volunteers. 

Nine of the horses which were burned belonged to Louis 
Buchmeier, the contractor. In addition to the horses. he lost a lot of 
harness. tools and feed. The other six horses belonged to young 
farmers who had come into town to attend the fair dance. They were 
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Herman Tewes, George Munger and H. Heisner of Frankfort, John 
Buch of Peotone, Otto Ruder of Will, and Raymond Palmer of 
Monee. The horses were buried east of the Monee village limits 
between Main and Margaret streets. 

The remains of the horses burned in the Engelke stable fire, September 26, 1918. 
Left to right: Alvin Buchmeier, Herman Schwiesow, August Toepper, Harold 
Buchmeier, Louis Buchmeier Sr., owner of nine of the horses, Reinhardt Rehberg 
and Elmer Buchmeier. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Clara Mueller 

The losses were estimated as follows: Mrs. Engelke--S2,SOO; Louis 
Buchmeier--S3,SOO; and H.B. Janssen--SSOO. 

The origin of the fire is unknown and it seems impossible to find 
any clew as to how it started. 

The barn was built by Mrs. Engelke's father, Hans Henry Vehrs, 
in 1879 and during the palmy days of the old horse market it was 
used as a sale and feed stable. It was one of the landmarks of the 
town and was known to horsemen and farmers for many miles. 

The Monee Review, Oct. 3, 1918 
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ST. PAUL'S CHURCH DAMAGED BY FIRE
 

Fire broke out in the furnace room of St. Paul's Evangelical 
Church early Friday morning, Dec. 5, 1930, and by the time the 
flames were put out had damaged the interior of the edifice to an 
estimated loss of $12,000 to $15,000. 

The fire had gained considerable headway during the early hours 
of the morning and when discovered by Mrs. George Wolf about 
5:30 a.m. the furnace was a mass of flames. The fire had eaten 
through the west door of the furnace room. Shortly after the fire 
alarm was sounded members of the fire company were at the church 
with the fire truck and both chemicals and water were applied to 
quench the flames, which at that time had just begun eating their 
way through the ceiling of the furnace room into the auditorium of 
the building. 

The dense smoke and heat prevented anyone from entering the 
building and the flames had to be fought through the outside doors 
and windows of the basement. Assistance was called for from 
Peotone and Beecher and the fire trucks from both these towns 
responded as soon as possible but by the time they arrived the fire 
had been extinguished by the local firemen. 

How the fire originated is not known. There had been no fire in 
the furnace since the Sunday previous. The choir met at the church 
Thursday evening and the members noticed nothing wrong when 
they left at about 10 o'clock. 

The church was built in 1914 of brick construction at a cost of 
approximately $35,000. It was modern in every respect and was one 
of the largest and most beautiful edifices of the denomination in this 
district. 

While apparently the outside walls were not damaged by the fire 
the interior has been badly damaged by the heat and water. The 
woodwork is badly blistered and warped; the plaster on the walls 
crumbled and is falling down which will necessitate entire remodel
ing of the interior. 

The organ, two pianos, a small organ, and the pUlpit and altar 
picture were ruined from water, smoke and intense heat. The choir 
robes were all burned. They were in the south Sunday School room. 
All the pews were blistered from the heat. 
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Church services were conducted the following Sunday at the Court 
Hall but the church board has secured the former Freese Store 
building for services and meetings. The Monee Review, Dec. 11, 
1930 

BANDITS KILL THOMAS PAPPANDREAS IN BOLD HOLDUP 

Thomas Pappandreas, owner of a fruit and ice cream parlor here, 
and known to everyone in the village as Tom Pappas, met a tragic 
death Sept. 4, 1931, at about 10:20 p.m. in front of the William 
Westphal soft drink parlor on Oak road. 

A few moments before three bandits entered the Westphal place, 
revolvers in their hands, with the words, "Stick up your hands, this 
is a holdup." Westphal, Andrew Andersen and George Pauling 
were the only occupants of the room and were sitting at a table 
talking. Taken completely by surprise, they were soon lined up 
against the wall with their hands in the air. 

The bandits in loud and profane language were heard by Mrs. 
Westphal in the living room at the rear and surmising what was 
going on she left through a rear door and went to the Pappas store. 
She asked them to call for the policeman. There were several custo
mers in the Pappas store and while one of them telephoned for 
Policeman Louis Plumhoff, Tom grabbed his revolver and 
accompanied by Carl Schwiesow and George Raguse, they ran to
ward the Westphal place to corner the bandits on their leaving if 
possible. 

Schwiesow, who was also armed, and Raguse warned Pappas to 
be cautious and not endanger his life by running into the gang. Tom 
did not heed their warning and ran to the auto parked in front of the 
Westphal place. Evidently one of the bandits was left in the car 
when the others entered and the two were just coming out of 
Westphal's when Tom came running up, revolver in hand. 

Two shots in rapid succession were fired at Pappas by the bandit 
sitting in the car and he dropped to the ground mortally wounded 
without being able to fire his gun. 

Schwiesow, who was farther back, seeing Pappas fall, fired 
several shots at the bandits which they returned by firing a volley of 
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shots from their guns. Schwiesow and Raguse stepped to the north 
side of the Freese store to get out of the range of the bullets. 

The bandits then stepped on the gas and headed south. Whether 
any of Schwiesow's shots took effect is not known but a revolver 
evidently carried by one of the bandits was found in the street with 
the rubber grip shattered as though it might have been shot out of 
the hand of one of the men. 

Pappas received two bullet wounds in the breast. One of them 
went entirely through the body and lung. The other one also 
penetrated the lung and he died in a few moments where he fell. 

The sheriff's office was immediately notified and Sheriff Flint 
and a deputy soon appeared on the scene. 

The men were described by Westphal and the other men who 
were in his place as being about 25 to 30 years old, 
dark-complexioned, and spoke with a foreign accent. 

Besides about $75 taken from Westphal's person and cash 
register and about $25 taken from Pauling, the men took several 
boxes of cigars and cartons of cigarettes. 

No trace of the car or bandits were found, but the following 
morning a Model A Ford sedan answering the description of that 
used by the bandits was parked near the Fred Offner farm on Route 
49 but before it could be investigated the car had disappeared. The 
car had no license plate. The Monee Review, Sept. 10, 1931 

MONEE AUDITORIUM DESTROYED BY FIRE 

The dance at the Monee Auditorium Saturday evening, Apr. 28, 
1934, drew the largest crowd of the year, 200 tickets having been 
sold. The dance ended about 1:30 a.m. and the janitor left the 
building about 2 a.m. Everything looked all right. 

At 2:40 a.m. everyone in the village was awakened by the 
continuous ringing of the fire alarm, the siren on the engine truck 
and auto horns screaming. 

Passing motorists must have noticed the fire at the fair grounds 
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and a young lad aroused the neighborhood living near the dance 
hall. They gave the fire alarm. 

When first seen the building was ablaze from top to bottom and 
all around the sides. It was completely burned. 

Several fair buildings caught on fire and also burned. One was the 
large refreshment stand north of the dance hall. Mrs. Tom Pappas 
and Fred Voight's refreshment stands located north of the dance 
hall also burned to the ground. The lunch stand owned by the Fair 
Association southeast of the dance hall was badly burned. The fire 
department extinguished that blaze with chemicals. 

Luckily the very strong wind blew from the south and saved the 
other fair buildings as sparks and embers were carried by the wind 
for quite a distance. 

The fire department had a long lead of hose ready in case other 
buildings caught fire but could not save the dance hall and stands as 
they were too far gone when discovered. 

A crowd of several hundred people came from far and near to see 
the fire as it lighted up the sky and could be seen for miles. 

The Auditorium was one of the largest and best floors in this 
section of the country and was a popular place for dances and 
picnics. It was built in 1920 and cost in the neighborhood of $8,000. 
It was 72 x 124 feet in size. The loss was covered by about $6,000 
insurance. The refreshment stands -were not insured. 

How the fire started is hard to figure out. There were no signs of 
fire or cigarette butts when the janitor left. The supposition is that 
it was arson. 

A number of the trees in the park suffered from the fire and heat 
and will probably die. 

The stockholders of the Auditorium Club immediately held a 
special meeting and nearly all were in favor of rebuilding at once, 
the vote being 74 to 2. The Peotone Vedette, May 3, 1934 

25fi 



$100,000 FIRE DESTROYS MONEE GRAIN ELEVATOR
 

Fire destroyed the double grain elevator in Monee in the early 
morning hours, Jan. 30, 1957, destroying approximately 30,000 
bushels of corn, oats and soybeans and causing damage estimated 
between $80,000 and $100,000. The elevator owned by the Will 
County Grain and Lumber Company was located on Oak road just 
north of Court street at the north edge of the village along the east 
side of the Illinois Central tracks. The fire was discovered by Walter 
Jean of Monee who was returning home. The fire department was 
notified immediately. 

By the time the department reached the scene minutes later, the 
70 by 200-foot structure was enveloped in flames, according to Fire 
Chief Christ Holl. Fire departments from eleven surrounding 
communities answered a call for help with 16 pieces of equipment 
and an estimated 130 men fighting the blaze at its peak. The 
elevator was a frame building covered by sheet metal. 

Monee elevator fire, January 30, 1957. 

Courtesy of Russell Printing Co. 

Flames and the glow from the blaze in the 60-foot high building 
were visible 15 miles away, according to truck drivers who stopped 
to view the fire. Trains were halted over three hours on the IIlinois 
Central tracks. 
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About 1:45 a.m. the fire shorted out the village's electric power 
circuit plunging the town into darkness. The power which was off 
about an hour, also put the village's water pumps out of use. 

There was no shortage of water, however, as departments 
answering the call reported with full tank trucks and that together 
with the village storage supply, was adequate. The tank trucks were 
refilled at the Cardox plant north of Monee. 

Four box cars on a siding alongside the elevator were removed by 
a switch engine as soon as it was safe. Two were damaged by the 
heat and flames. 

Although firemen poured water on the burning structure in a 
futile attempt to quell the inferno, main efforts were directed to 
prevent the fire from spreading into the company's lumber and feed 
sheds across the street, 70 feet to the east. A lumber shed was 
badly scorched and a feed shed was partially burned. Two other 
structures apparently suffered little or no damage. 

The fire drew several hundred spectators. State police officers and 
police departments from nearby communities aided in controlling 
the traffic. The fire was brought under control about 4:30 a.m. It 
was still smoldering all that day and was expected to continue to 
burn for several days. Monee firemen maintained a watch all day. 

Since 1954 the elevator was owned by Paul Reitveld of South 
Holland who is the owner and manager of the Will County Grain 
and Lumber Company. 

The estimate of the damage was made by Fire Chief Holl. He was 
unable to give the cause for the blaze. There were no injuries 
among the firemen. It was the third major fire in Monee during the 
past year. (Frank's tavern and restaurant, August, 1956; and 
Perge's tavern located in the Eastern Will County State Bank 
building, October, 1956.) The Peotone Vedette, Jan. 31, 1957 

THE BLIZZARDS OF 1961 AND 1967 

An end of the season snowstorm on a Sunday in mid-April, 1961, 
paralyzed the village of Monee and passing motorists. Residents 
were faced with conditions nearing the disaster stage April 16-17 as 

258
 



motorists attempting to reach their homes in the severe blizzard 
were marooned when Route S4 became blocked between Monee 
and the Anchor Truck Haven at Cicero ave. At one time it was 
estimated that at least 300 cars were caught in the stalled traffic. 

Local families housed some of the motorists overnight while 
others stayed at the fire house and the Illinois Central depot. The 
Plantation House and Cliff's restaurant were open all night Sunday 
serving coffee and sandwiches and giving shelter to the stranded. 
About 6S people were at the Plantation and 100 at Cliff's. An 
undetermined number were at Phillips "66" service station. 
Approximately 450 were cared for at Savon's restaurant and motel 
north of town. At times there was standing room only in the 
restaurant. Women from Monee walked out to Savon's to help care 
for the people. 

The Anchor Truck Haven at the junction of routes 50 and 54 bore 
the brunt of the stalled cars and their passengers at the north end. 
From late Sunday afternoon until Monday evening they took care of 
between 500 to 600 people. There were approximately 300 cars and 
trucks parked at the restaurant beside the stalled cars that were 
finally pulled into the service station. Those who had used all their 
gas to keep their car warm and had no money to buy more, were 
given gas by Wesley Kochel, operator of the station, and sent on 
their way; about 400 gallons were given away. 

Sylvester Ricketts, Illinois Central station master at Monee, 
contacted the headquarters of the railroad and as a result, the New 
York train No. 38 stopped at the local depot about 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday and at the crossing near the Anchor Truck Haven to pick up 
passengers. Later in the night, the Illinois Central's "City of New 
Orleans" also stopped at both places to pick up more people. A 
special train was sent out from Chicago and made stops all along 
the line, taking on passengers who were southbound. 

The fury and grip of an old-fashioned winter delivered another 
"one-two punch" in northern Illinois January 26-28, 1967. A record 
snowfall of 26 inches, whipped by a gusty north wind, left people of 
Monee township stranded,--at work, at home, in autos, in school 
buses. 

The Crete-Monee Warrior Dome became a victim of the blizzard 
on Jan. 26 when a large section of the roof collapsed minutes after 
approximately fifty students waiting bus transportation were asked 

259 



to leave the building by the custodian. 

Five of the thirteen school buses from Monee used to transport 
outlying students became buried in high drifts late in the afternoon. 
Forty students in two buses en route to Monee from Crete became 
snowbound on Monee road northeast of town. Using township and 
county equipment the buses were towed into town about 11 p.m. 
Mter the children were fed at the fire house, village residents 
opened their homes to their unexpected guests. One bus driver, 
Mrs. Connie Ireland, became stranded near Goodenow. Fortunately, 
all the grade school children on the bus had arrived home and she 
was on her way back to the high school to pick up another load 
when she got stuck. She stayed at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Meier from Thursday afternoon until 5 p.m. on Sunday when her 
husband, James, braved the elements to bring her home. 

The Monee fire house became a haven for many motorists 
traveling north on U.S. 54, as well as local residents, unable to 
reach home Thursday night due to high drifts. The following day 
those who abandoned their autos on the highway were fed and 
housed overnight in the fire station; sleeping quarters varied--on the 
floor--on tables--in fire trucks. 

Saturday morning found over 100 autos backed up on Route 54 
south of Monee. North of the village a stalled bus, two semi-trailers, 
plus a few cars blocked the highway at Anchor Truck Haven. Unable 
to travel northward beyond Monee, people again crowded into the 
fire house. Food was generously donated by restaurants and local 
residents. 

In an emergency many respond to meet the need of those is 
distress and countless such incidents happened during the 
record-breaking snowfall. Typical in the following incident: Thursday 
afternoon the county sheriff's office received a telephone call from a 
family on Bruns road west of Monee stating they were without heat. 
David Battenfield tried to reach the family Thursday night in his 
pickup truck but got bogged down. Responding to the call Charles 
(Pete) Padgett and Allan DeMuth bucked the high drifts with the 
township's large road grader and reached the home Friday night 
after approximately four hours of plowing the three and one-half 
miles. Battenfield fol1owed in his truck and brought the family to the 
fire station where they received aid. 

The twenty-six inches of snow that fell January 26-28, 1967, is 
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destined to be remembered with the blizzard of 1830-31, as the 
"winters of the deep snow." 

RALPH CRAIN AND SON DISAPPEAR ON AIR FLIGHT 

The community was plunged into a state of shock following the 
disappearance of Ralph Warren Crain, 46, and his son, Donald, 8, 
on a flight from Valparaiso, Ind., to Wings Field near Richton Park, 
Ill., on July 18, 1969. 

Crain, his wife, Helen, and son, Donald, drove to Porter County 
Municipal Airport near Valparaiso early the morning of July 18 
where he had purchased a yellow and white single engine Cessna 
182 for industrial use. He was planning to keep the aircraft at 
Wings Field. 

Crain and his son reportedly left the Indiana airfield at 
approximately 10:45 a.m. Airport officials said that although there 
was three-mile visibility near Valparaiso, a dense fog hung over 
Lake Michigan. No radio contact was established with the aircraft 
after it climbed through the clouds to 5,000 feet. Crain left the 
airfield with enough fuel for an hour and a half flight, an airport 
spokesman said. Flying time from Valparaiso to Wings Field under 
normal conditions takes about 15 to 20 minutes to cover the 33 air 
miles. 

Following her husband's takeoff, Mrs. Crain drove to Wings Field 
to await his arrival. At the airfield, after a lapse of time, she was 
told no contact had been made with her husband's plane and that he 
was listed as missing. 

Crain reportedly was a licensed pilot and had logged 135 hours of 
flying time. 

Search began the afternoon of the plane's disappearance and 
continued until night by Coast Guard boats and helicopters along 
the southern shores of Lake Michigan. The Civil Air Patrol planned 
to join the search the following day but was forced to delay 
operations until July 20 due to inclement weather. Associates and 
employees of Crain, and neighbors of Raccoon Grove and Monee, 
joined the ground search through wooded sections of northern 
Indiana on July 19. Numerous planes from Wings Field and Porter 
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Municipal Airport also assisted in the search. Twenty Civil Air 
Patrol planes, after combing the area in a radius from Indianapolis 
to Peoria and the Michigan state line, suspended the search 
"indefinitely on July 22 until some new clue was found, on orders of 
CAP headquarters, Kansas City, Mo. However, local residents 
continued the search for several weeks to no avail. 

Crain, a resident of Raccoon Grove, was the owner of Progress 
Engineering and Fabricators, Inc., 1005 West End ave., Chicago 
Heights; his firm, the consulting engineer and industrial contractor 
for a 300-acre industrial site in Crete township located along the 
Milwaukee railroad in what is known as Faithhorn yards. 

Mter a lapse of nearly a year, in which no trace was found of the 
missing aircraft and its two occupants, memorial services were held 
for Ralph Warren Crain and his son, Donald, on June 13, 1970, at 
St. Paul's United Church of Christ, Monee. 
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CHAPTER XX 

OF HUMAN INTEREST 

"And there are also many other things.... " 
John 21:25 

THE HOMETOWN PHYSICIAN 

WHY
 
DON'T YOU
 

Cure that Cold
 

With Break Up a Cold Tablets?
 

Just Received-
White Pine and Tar Cough 
Cure, Wine of Cardui and 
Thedford's Black Draught 

And then 
Why Don't You Do Something 
for that Cough that's keeping 
you awake nights. 

Headquarters for Patent Medicines,
 
Cough Cures
 

and
 
High Grade Perfumes
 

Dr. W. A. Harris 
Monee Ill. 

Dr Harris placed this advertisement in the Monee Review, Jan. 
12, 1906. Of the two, -- the "fermented essence of Wine of Cardui" 
or the "enticing fragrance of high-grade perfumes" -- the question 
arises, which brought forth the better results? -- the answer 
probably remained in the good doctor's "Hippocratic oath." 
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Dr. John F. Daggett was born in Charlotte, Vt., Feb. 19, 1815, 
and following graduation from medical school at Woodstock, Vt., in 
1837, came to the Midwest. He opened an office in Lockport, Ill., on 
Sept. 10, 1838, and served the sparsely settled area of Will county. 
His country doctor ride extended in a circuit to Naperville, Summit, 
Blue Island and Monee. He is the first known doctor to serve the 
Monee area and deserves the title "Pioneer Physician." 

Dr. Daggett was engaged in the medical practice when life was 
strenuous and sufferings and privations the rule. An old recipe for 
making tincture of lobelia is here given to illustrate the crude 
medical advantages the early doctors possessed: 

Fill a jar with the green herb, well-bruised and pressed. For every 
quart which the jar will contain add three or four pods of red 
pepper, then pour on whiskey enough to cover the herb and let it 
stand for use. The longer is stands the stronger it becomes. This 
forms an excellent remedy for phthisic, croup, whooping cough, 
colds and catarrhal infections. and is perfectly safe in its effect on 
all ages and all conditions of patients. 

The early pioneers had to be of sturdy stock to survive a dose of 
this concoction. 

Dr. Theodore Wernigh, born in 1815, was the first physician to 
reside in Monee and practiced the healing art as early as 1854. The 
Wernigh family were pioneer settlers of the village and Dr. Wernigh 
became the most prominent and successful physician in eastern Will 
county. He was the brother-in-law of Rev. William Schaefer who 
organized the first congregation of St. Paul's Church Society in 
Monee. 

Dr. Wernigh died in Monee in 1880 and is buried at St. Paul's 
cemetery. In November, 1886, Mrs. Wernigh and children moved to 
Alhambra, Calif. A son, Dr. Reinhard Wernigh, born in Monee in 
1861, located in Los Angeles in 1887 and became a leading 
physician and surgeon until his death in 1927. Mrs. Theodore 
Wernigh died Dec. 29, 1907, at the age of 81 years. 

In 1866 the lllinois General Assembly enacted a law that the town 
supervisor, assessor and clerk would constitute a Board of Health, 
empowered to enforce rules and regulations and to check on 
contagious disease epidemics within the limits of the township. The 
first local Board of Health was comprised of Supervisor Arno Voss, 
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Assessor William Clemens, and Clerk Jacob Busch who held their 
first meeting Sept. 29, 1866. 

Dr. Harris, mentioned earlier, was born in London, England, Mar. 
28, 1845. At the age of 21 years he came to Chicago where he took a 
course in medicine. After graduating he practiced in Chicago lfJ1til 
he came to Monee in September, 1892, having purchased the 
practice of Dr. H.H. Meier. Dr. Harris died in Monee, Mar. 6, 1907. 

Other doctors who practiced in Monee around the turn of the 
century were Dr. Oscar Mueller, who graduated in Berlin, Germany, 
in 1855 and came to the people of Monee in September, 1894,--his 
office was located in Simon Miller's house; Dr. J. R. Bemisderfer, 
around 1900; Dr. C. Faber, 1906; and Dr. A. Ickstadt, 1911,--the 
Ickstadt family moved to Mt. Horeb, Wis., in October, 1913. 

Dr. Clement O. Sullivan, -- " ...one of the leading physicians and 
surgeons of Will County... " so spake August Maue of Monee's good 
doctor in his History of Will County, 1928. 

"Doc" Sullivan was born at Ripley, Ohio, Nov. 12, 1885, son of 
George and Lucinda (Brown) Sullivan. After completing his early 
schooling in the district schools of Brown county, Ohio, he attended 
Valparaiso University. In 1912 he received the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine from the Chicago College of Medicine and Surgery, and in 
January, 1913, established his private practice at Monee, where he 
stayed until his death in November, 1933. His office was in the 
Schoenstedt building at the northwest corner of Main and Chestnut 
streets. Beginning in 1914 he also became a physician and surgeon 
for the lllinois Central railroad. 

Mrs. Julia (Hughes) Sullivan was born Aug. 27, 1891, at Decatur, 
Ohio, and married Clement Sullivan Nov. 27, 1909, in Cincinnati. 
The Sullivan family were active in the Monee Methodist Church. 
Mrs. Sullivan died May 16, 1956. 

A prominent physician, "Doc" Sullivan had a wide acquaintance 
in the Monee vicinity and was highly spoken of by noted doctors 
who knew him. During the severe epidemic of influenza in 1918 he 
labored hard and did not lose a patient. 

Following the death of Dr. Sullivan, for a number of years the 
community was served by Dr. C. J. Gustafson. 
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THE ZIEGFELD MYSTERY
 

Was the great American showman, Florenz Ziegfeld, born in 
Monee? In an old German baptismal record book at St. Paul's 
United Church of Christ is found the following entry: 

Florenz Eberhard Ziegfeld, bom November 23, 1859, at Monee, 
Illinois; father, Julius; mother, Marie Ulrichs. Baptized May 29, 
1860; sponsors, A. Kettering, Dr. Theodore Wemigh, and Squire A. 
Herbst [Herbert]. 

Heresay has it that the Ziegfeld family resided in Monee at the 
American Hotel on Oak road at the time of their son's birth. 

In an old town record book, a Julius Ziegfeld is listed as one of 
sixteen petitioners requesting the establishment of a public 
highway, commencing in the village and extending eastward, later 
to become a section of Monee-Crete road. The above is recorded in 
the minutes of Monee township highway commissioners, Henry 
Vollmer and Jacob Goodenow, dated May 25, 1860. 

In published biographies of Florenz Ziegfeld his birth date is 
given as Mar. 21, 1869, at Chicago, III.; his parents listed as Florenz 
and Rosalie Ziegfeld. He died July22, 1932, in Hollywood, Calif. 

Admittedly, the name Florenz Ziegfeld is not common,--was this 
baby born in Monee the famous theatrical producer?--or perhaps a 
relative of his? -- or possibly no connection at all? Decide for 
yourself. 

MONEE HORSE MARKET 

The value of the horse, its use for farm work, racing and 
transportation was evidenced in the village of Monee as early as the 
1870's. The March, 1877, edition of the Peotone Eagle reported the 
Monee horse fair was largely attended with several hundred horses 
offered for sale. This thriving horse market was held the second 
Tuesday of every month and buyers would come out from Chicago 
via the accommodation train on the llIinois Central and "wheel and 
deal" throughout the day. The largest sale of the year was the 
March market, when, after the long winter months, the need for 
horses for work and racing would be greater in the succeeding 
months. This particular sale often lasted far into the night. 
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The sale was held at the Engelke Hotel corner, the street being 
roped off for this purpose. The large horse barn located at the rear 
of the hotel was used as a sale and feed stable; some sellers 
brought in their horses the day before the market and lodged 
overnight at the hotel. 

The Monee Review--February 10, 1922. 

A gentleman by the name of Max Tauber was overseer of the 
sale. A trademark of the buyers from the city was a long overcoat 
and a walking cane. The latter used not only as an item of elegance 
but practical as well, as the buyers would use the cane to lightly 
touch the horses to test their sensitivity. The buyers were shrewd 
and would station themselves about fifty feet apart along the street 
leading to the market proper. The first in line would bid a 
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substantial price, the next a lower one and each thereafter would 
offer less. This was one of the tricks of the trade. 

Following the sale monetary transactions were usually completed 
at one of the hotels in town, -- Engelke, Kettering, Backus, 
American, or the German House. Hundreds of home-cooked meals 
at 2S cents each were served at these places to sellers and potential 
buyers alike and payment for countless numbers of horses settled at 
the bars. 

Anyone who had something to sell, excluding horses, was out to 
make a fast buck on horse market day. Storekeepers would sell the 
much coveted fresh farm butter and eggs to the horse buyers from 
Chicago at a tidy profit. A peddler known as "Cheap John" would 
regularly set up a temporary stand at Engelke's corner and sell such 
commodities as pencils, shoelaces, fruit, etc. The market was a 
red-letter day for the children who enjoyed patronizing Cheap John 
in the afternoon after school was dismissed. J. P. Conrad 
reminiscing on early days in the village in the Monee Review of Jan. 
8, 1931, made the following comment: "Any of the kids who tried to 
play 'hookey' from school on horse market day will never forget that 
Francis Stofflet was once their teacher." Mr. Stofflet served as 
principal of the Monee public school from 1872-76. 

The local newspaper of June 16, 1911, gave the following short 
account: 

The horse market Tuesday was one of the best of the year. 
Seventy-three horses were sold of which sixty-three were shipped to 
Chicago, and the remainder being purchased by local buyers. Many 
buyers were here and good prices paid. Monee is considered by the 
buyers one of the best towns holding the monthly horse sale as the 
barn and shed room is ample and this helps in keeping up the horse 
market. 

"DEVIL OF A FIX" 

Prof. J. J. Lienz, who had been principal of the Monee high 
school for about a year and a half, has got himself into what you 
might call a "devil of a fix." 

About a year and a half ago, Prof. Lienz and a woman supposed 
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to be his wife came to Monee. Mr. Lienz was engaged to teach the 
school at Monee and the woman was employed by the Richton 
school. About six months ago Mr. Lienz's wife, who is living in 
Buffalo, N.Y., found out his whereabouts and wrote to Supt. Lane of 
Cook Co. saying that Mr. Lienz was her husband and that he had 
eloped with a teacher from Buffalo, and wanted him to investigate it 
as she wanted a divorce. Supt. Lane replied and told her he would 
look the matter up. He immediately informed Supt. Wm H. Nevins 
of Will Co., and a date was fixed whereupon they would meet and 
investigate the matter. 

In the meantime, Mrs. Lienz of Buffalo had written to the post 
office at Monee, and inquired if such a man was there and that he 
was her husband. 

Tuesday was the day fixed by Supt. Lane and Nevins, when they 
would meet, but as Mr. Lane was busy and could not come on 
Tuesday, it was postponed until Wednesday. The whole thing leaked 
out some way and Mr. Lienz heard of it and lost no time in letting 
his would be wife know about it. 

They sold their household furniture Tuesday evening and 
departed Wednesday morning for fear of being arrested for bigamy, 
and he is now whistling "the girl I left behind me," to his own 
satisfaction. The Peotone Eagle, Jan. 26, 1889 

MAN'S SKELETON FOUND 

Charles Egdorf and Herbert Storey, two Monee boys, left home 
last Sunday to look after some horses which they had in a pasture 
near Crete. On the way over they passed an old house which has not 
been occupied for over seven years. Curiosity led them to enter the 
house. In the pantry they found the skeleton of a man about 40 
years old. On raising the overcoat which covered the face the head 
separated from the body, the teeth falling out of their sockets. 

The deceased had been slightly bald-headed, the hair being of a 
dark brown color. One of the front teeth was filled with gold. Every 
stitch of the clothing on the body was examined and in one of the 
pockets a nickel and a dime were found; also two rings used in 
marking sheep. There is very little doubt that the body was that of a 
man who had seen better days. How long he had lain there and how 

2fi~ 



he got there and died will never be known. 

That the body was not discovered before can easily be explained. 
for neither Henry Kracke nor anybody from his family had any 
occasion to enter the pantry. Although they were in the room 
adjoining a number of times during the winter. their attention was 
not directed in that direction by any offensive odor or anything else. 
The building stands but a few rods from the road and all the doors 
entering were locked. but access was easy through a window. The 
J>eotone Vedette. July 20. 1894. 

GROTE BOY KIDNAPED 

A real kidnaping occurred in Monee one night last week. A man 
by the name of Christ Grote. who was formerly the husband of Mrs. 
Grote of this place. came to town with an accomplice to take away 
two children whom he had deserted when mere babes and for whose 
support he has contributed little or nothing. 

In order to accomplish this purpose he visited several neighbors 
trying to persuade them to decoy the boy. Henry. away from home 
but none would lend themselves to carry out his project. Failing in 
this he boldly entered the home of the boy and offered to take the 
boy to a clothing store to buy him some clothing. This was assented 
to. the mother and sister of the boy accompanying them. 

When opposite an alley the boy was seized by two men and 
dragged off towards a wagon which had been held in readiness. the 
mother and sister holding to the boy for dear life. screaming as only 
women can. They were pounded and beaten in a most brutal 
manner. but finally the boy was torn from their frenzied grasps. 
thrown into a wagon and driven off in the darkness towards 
Chicago. But the end is not yet. The Peotone Vedette. Sept. 25. 
1896 

The final statement in the above news item proved true. as the 
following issue of the Vedette gave the heartening report: "Henry 
Grote, the kidnaped boy returned here to his mother Tuesday. 
September 28. well-pleased with his experience. tt 
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ALL FOR A "COOP OF CHICKENS"
 

If Conductor Foster of the milk train does not get promoted for 
being accommodating to the patrons of the Dlinois Central it will not 
be because he does not deserve it, as is evidenced by an incident 
that occurred here one morning this week. 

That morning the genial conductor brought his train here 
promptly on time. When the milk was about loaded it was observed 
that Phillip Bischmann, who is one of the milk shippers, had been 
delayed with his milk and was speeding his team along as fast as 
possible several blocks away, expecting every moment the train 
would leave. Conductor Foster observing the haste of Mr. 
Bischmann decided to wait for the milk. After it was loaded, Mr. 
Bischmann also had a coop of chickens on the wagon which he 
desired to get to South Water Street that morning and these were 
also billed out and loaded in the express car and the train left for 
the next milk station. 

The coop of chickens also accounted for Mr. Bischmann's lateness 
in arriving, as the task of catching the chickens took more time than 
he expected. 

One of our citizens remarked that the public had no reason to kick 
about the 1. C. Railway as long as their employees were 
accommodating enough to hold a train while a shipper catches his 
chickens. The Peotone Vedette, Mar. 12, 1905 

PEDDLERS--TRAMPS--GYPSIES 

Before the turn of the century a common sight along the country 
roads was the pack peddler; traveling on foot he carried his goods: 
sewing needles, thimbles, thread, combs, hair brushes, scissors, 
knives, razors, bull rings, calf weaners, garters, sleeve bands, 
shoelaces, dyes, etc., in a sack on his back. Among his wares were 
usually a few bottles of patent medicines which supposedly could 
cure an aching back, as well as remove the squeak from the sewing 
machine. 

A gentleman peddler named Specht frequented Monee township 
during this circa and sold medicine concocted by his wife. Business 
evidently thrived as in later years he traveled the country roads with 
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horse and buggy. Nearly all rural families had his famous herb tea 
and liver pills resting on a pantry shelf. 

Gradually the peddler or "drummer" as he was frequently called 
by the farmers relinquished his domain to the village merchants and 
licensed doctors. 

In all fairness, the scissors-grinder and junkman should also be 
remembered as they were classified as peddlers of a sort. J .H. 
Montgomery, editor and pUblisher of the Monee Review, in praise 
of the local junkman, published the following in the Jan. 13, 1906, 
issue: 

Our junk dealer is a man quite funny;
 
Buys rubber. bones, iron, rags and pays good money.
 
The highest prices by him are always paid-
In this Charles puts them all in the shade.
 
As the name implies, he's quite a warm member;
 
Is on the go from January to December.
 
He scatters sunshine along the way
 
And is always the same man every day-

This fellow called Charles Sonnenschein.
 

Sonnenschein's slogan: "If anybody says I don't treat you square, 
that's moonshine." 

Another commodity peddled was fish. Inside an old 
wooden-covered wagon the fresh and sometimes not SOl fresh fish 
were packed on ice in market baskets. The smoked fish and pickled 
herring fared better as it was preserved and kept in small wooden 
kegs. Two things always accompanied the fish peddler,--water 
dripping out of the bottom of his wagon and a swarm of flies. 

Tramps were prevalent too in these years; traveling from farm to 
farm, free-loading as they roamed the countryside. Women of the 
neighborhood would warn each other via the telephone when paid a 
visit by one of these gentlemen. Occasionally farmers found 
evidence up in the hayloft where one had bedded down for the 
night. But tramps were usually harmless vagabonds endowed with 
enormous overcoats, whiskers and appetites. 

And then there were the gypsies who traveled the country roads 
in covered wagons. Children going to and coming from school would 
stay clear of their path because they were told gypsies picked up 
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children and kept them. Those living along roads through Raccoon 
and Thorn groves were doubly careful as these were perfect places 
for kidnapings. 

As bold as their colorful garments and jewelry were their 
language and manners. The author remembers her grandmother, 
Mrs. Mary Jacobs, tell of the time a gypsy woman came to the door 
while bread was baking in the oven of the "cook stove," and 
smelling the tantalizing aroma demanded some fresh bread. She 
was told the bread was not fully baked as yet and could not be 
removed from the oven. Whereupon the woman in cursed language 
informed my grandmother she had "hexed" the bread. 
Grandmother must have been a believer for when the bread was 
taken from the oven it had the consistency of concrete blocks. 

Another time as the "menfolks" were butchering pigs, a gypsy 
woman came upon the scene and asked for some fresh pork. Uncle 
John Jacobs said, "Sure lady, you shall have some fresh meat," 
and he cut off the pig's tail and handed it to her. The language she 
used is unprintable. 

GEORGE MILLER SHOWS TRADERS A FIRE TRICK 

According to accounts in the Chicago papers, the timely arrival 
and presence of mind of our townsman, George S. Miller, saved the 
Board of Trade building from destruction Nov. 13. A small blaze 
was discovered in the Board of Trade rooms while the board was in 
session. 

Mr. Miller was a spectator on the floor and according to the 
Chicago papers he at once became active in subduing the flames. 
His experience on the local fire department evidently coming in 
good stead. While bulls and bears were frantically running back and 
forth looking for water and figuring on using some of the expensive 
wines and liquors from the nearby buffet to subdue the flames, Mr. 
Miller spied a bushel of oats in the sample pit, and before the 
astonished members knew his purpose, he had poured it on the 
flames and put out the fire. 

Some of his Board of Trade friends, however, suspected that he 
might have been a bull on the oats market and used the oats to 
diminish the visible supply. The Monee Review, Nov. 17, 1911 
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FARM SALE
 

In horse and buggy days, to the farmer winter months meant farm 
sale days just as spring was a time for planting and fall for plowing. 
A notice of a local farm sale in the Monee Review perked up the 
spirits of many a farmer for such a day broke the monopoly of 
winter chores. So it all began thus: 

Public Auction 

Having decided to quit farming I will sell at auction 
at my residence 2% miles south of Monee and ]1/2 miles 
south of Interurban stop No. 18, on 

MONDAY, DEC. 21. 1914, 
commencing at 10 a. m. the following: 5 good horses, 
8 head of cattle of which 4 are milch cows. 2 shoats. 

10 doz. chickens. a large list offarm tools. dairy 
utensils, seed oats and many minor items. 

Terms: A credit of12 months with interest at 6% on sums over $5. 00 

Col. John Klemme will cry the sale. 
adv. August Offner 

Col. Klemme of Crete was a very versatile auctioneer; he 
advertised in the Monee District Fair premium book of 1915 as 
follows: "Will cry your sales in English or German." 

Ten o'clock sharp,--standing on a hayrack the auctioneer tapped 
his cane against the ladder, offered a few words on behalf of the 
seller and announced the terms of the sale. This accomplished, the 
first item was hoisted high in the air,--immediately a staccato chant 
hovered above the din of back-slapping, well-padded farmers 
fortified against the wintry blast. "What'll ya bid? a dollar, now 52, 
everybody needs a good wire-stretcher, I got 52, who'll make it 53, 
3,3.3? Hey. Hank, just what ya need, (Hank nods a "hello" to the 
auctioneer.) I got 53. All through--fair sale--sold to Hank for 53." 
(Yep, just what Hank needed,--he didn't have a fence on his farm.) 
Sometimes it doesn't pay to nod a greeting to anyone at an auction. 
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A farmer took pleasure out-bidding and out-smarting his neighbor 
for some piece of coveted machinery or prize milch cow. A wink or 
raised eyebrow finalized many a bid. Bidding was usually just 
friendly rivalry and two farmers standing side by side in a heated 
contest were later found plodding along together to the tool shed to 
warm their inwards with a cup of steaming coffee served by the 
Ladies Aid Society of the local church. Oh yes, homemade apple pie 
accompanied the brew. By the end of the day nearly every farmer 
had mushed into the shed once or twice and the ladies realized a 
tidy profit from their barbecued hamburgers, pies, doughnuts and 
coffee. 

Cattle and horses, the two most valuable assets of the sale, were 
auctioned off last, mainly to keep the crowd of spectators throughout 
the day. By this time be-whiskered bidders stamped their 
heavily-booted feet on the frozen ground and whipped their 
canvas-gloved hands around their shoulders hoping a bit of exercise 
would ward off body numbness. 

Farm sales of today are fewer and farther between than those of 
sixty years ago and the mechanized equipment far different from the 
horse-drawn implements "but the same excitement reigns and 
eye-winking bidders still try to out-smart each other. And oh yes, 
the ladies still tempt the men with their homemade pies. 

MILLER'S GROCERY STORE 

Miller's Grocery Store, conveniently located between the Eastern 
Will County 'State Bank and the Monee Grain and Lumber 
Company, was a favorite stopping place for farmers in town to do 
their weekly "tradin' " and to brush up on the latest happenings. 
Circling the pot-bellied stove "high court" was held daily to discuss 
and settle issues, big and small. 

George S. Miller, the proprietor, was assisted by Francelia 
Miller ,--wife and faithful clerk. After 1921, their son, Harold, 
became a partner in the business. 

A row of revolving "organ stool" seats were lined up on one side 
of the counter where farmers would sit and rotate from side to side 
creating a mouse-like squeak, all the while recitin' to Mrs. Miller 
the grocery bill the "missus" had sent along. The smooth, 
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hollowed-out planks were evidence enough that many a farmer 
pawed aimlessly at the floor with heavy work shoes while occupying 
a stool. 

In those days no one went grocery shopping, you went "tradin'." 
Farmers would bring in their freshly churned butter and eggs, and 
trade for staples not to be raised on the farm--salt, flour, sugar, etc. 
Fresh eggs were in big demand for the grocer could ship them into 
Chicago and make a fairly good profit. A story sometimes lay behind 
the "Fresh Eggs" sign in Miller's store. Chickens were usually 
allowed to have the run of the farmyard and would lay their eggs 
whenever Mother Nature called and hunting eggs meant not only 
looking in the nests in the chicken house but searching in the barn 
under the mangers, the woodpile, tool shed, and strawstack. There 
were times when eggs laid in one of these remote places weren't 
found for a few days and by that time the producer had ideas of 
becoming a cluck and mother. The one dread hanging constantly 
over the farmer's wife was the fear of selling a "not too fresh" egg 
at the store and being discovered. If such were the circumstances, 
this poor unfortunate woman could never show her face in Miller's 
store again. 

Mr. Miller was a large, roly-poly, red-faced man who divided his 
time among his enterprises,--the bank, the elevator and the store. 
Consequently, there were times when he was not in the store, but 
Mrs. Miller seemed like a permanent commodity, along with the 
flour barrel, dry goods counter, and coffee grinder. She was a 
soft-spoken little lady with a large, black, woolen sweater, and 
nose-pinchers lodged securely on the nasal bridge. As soon as a 
customer plunked himself on a squeaky stool, she would get the 
receipt book out of her sweater pocket, reach for her pencil, tucked 
securely in her hair, wet the tip of it with her tongue, and she was 
ready to take his order. She had this peculiar little habit of wetting 
the pencil before writing each item, probably she had discovered 
this ritual made the order more legible on her pad. She had another 
little habit which far out-weighed the former,--that of tucking a little 
bag of candy in among the groceries, much to the youngsters 
delight. No wonder Mrs. Miller will long be remembered for her 
peculiar "little ways." 
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AN OLD GERMAN LETTER
 

An das Komitte der Feier zum besten der Deutschen Armee zu 
Monee: 

Mit tiefer Ruehrung habe ich die Gabe empfangen, welche mir 
die Bewhoner von Monee aus weiter ferne fuer die Deutsche Armee 
ueber sendt haben, und im sinne der Geber davon sofort 300 mark 
fuer die Verwundeten, ebenso viel fuer die Weisen und den rest 
fuer die Wittwen der gefallenen Krieger ausgewiesen. Die 
Begeisterte theilnahmen welche sich in dieser groszen zeit fuer 
unser gemeinsames vaterland ueberall kund thut, wo Deutsche 
wohnen. ist wharhaft erhebend und hilft die Schweren opfer tragen 
die der Kampf fordert. Moege bald ein ehren voller Friede uns.ere 
Anstrengungen K roenen. 

Berlin, den 24 October, 1870. 
Augusta 

K oenigen von Preussen 

The above letter was published in the Chicago Abendpost, 
January, 1915. It was found in 1914 among the effects of a deceased 
resident of the German Old Peoples' Home in Chicago. Written by 
Augusta, Queen of Prussia, it was considered of such historical 
value that it was framed and hung in the office of the home. 

The letter is an acknowledgment of the' receipt of 300 marks 
contributed by German-Americans of Monee and vicinity for the aid 
of the wounded, the same amount for the orphans, and the rest for 
the widows of the fallen soldiers of the Franco-Prussian War of 
1870. Queen Augusta praised the people of Monee for the affection 
and concern shown the Germans of the fatherland to help them 
carry the heavy burden caused by the war. The letter concludes with 
the hope that soon a just and glorious peace will be realized. 

Many residents of Monee contributed to the fund; the money 
obtained from a fair and ball held at the Herbst Hall which stood at 
the southwest corner of Margaret street and Locust place. Shortly 
thereafter it was destroyed by fire. In 1887 the Odd Fellows Society 
Hall was built on the site. 
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Upon discovery of the letter, the manager of the Old Peoples' 
Home sent the following information to J. P. Conrad, editor of the 
Monee Review: Queen Augusta's letter was addressed to Colonel 
Arno Voss, an attorney residing in Monee, to whom the fund was 
given to be remitted to Germany. The letter was found among the 
personal possessions of Mrs. Voss who was a resident of the home 
at the time of her death. The Voss family resided in Monee in the 
mid-1800's; Col. Voss served as town supervisor from 1866-68. The 
family moved to Chicago in the early 1870's. 

THRESHING MEMORIES 

Come the first spring thaw, the farmer of a couple of generations 
ago would drag the fanning mill out of some dusty corner of the 
granary to the open door and fan oats to pe used to seed his fields. 
As he turned the handle of the mill, separating the chaff from the 
plump kernels, he would gaze across the barren fields visualizing 
the promise of St. John: "Say not ye, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest." 

By midsummer the golden heads of grain, nodding in the 
sunshine, agreed harvest time had come. The old twine binder, 
pulled by four horses kicked out the bundles as it made the rounds 
of the field until all that remained was the stubble. The 
back-breaking, brow-sweating work was left to the "shockers" who 
set the bundles upright in clusters of ten to twelve to a shock, 
arranging these in rows of symmetrical patterns to the contour of 
the field. The sight of a shocked field in the glow of a setting sun 
was a magnificent view. 

As much as the farmers prayed for rain during the growing 
season in like manner they desired a "dry spell" at the reaping. 
Excerpts from an article, "Gathering the Golden Grain" appearing 
in the Monee Review of Aug. 12, 1915, bears this out: 

"In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread" is the biblical 
sentence meted out to fallen man. That the terms of the sentence 
are being enforced is the opinion of the farmers of Illinois this year 
of grace. 1915. 
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In speaking of the harvesting of the oats and wheat crops the 
average man will say, "It has been a time of sweat, mingled with 
grief and sorrow, " and for some the end is not yet. 

In spite of the trouble the average farmer has been taking it all 
philosophically and has tried to wear a smile while he cleaned the 
mud from the drive wheel and gear of his binder. Sometimes he has 
given thanks that he was able to get the machine out of the hole 
without breaking an evener or some other part of the machine. 

Many farmers have adopted a device which originated in Kansas. 
They have fastened an eighth beer-keg under the frame of the 
binder. When the machine comes to a soft spot the keg takes the 
weight and keeps the machine from sinking out of sight. It is said 
that every binder in Kansas is equipped with this device. Illinoisans 
wonder how such a large number of kegs got into Kansas, the 
model dry state. 

A small gasoline engine to operate the binder machinery while the 
horses pull the machine along has been the popular device and the 
demand for engines is being met by motor-boat builders and other 
manufacturers of small engines. 

Most of the farmers cut oats instead of going to church last 
Sunday and the Sunday before, and every one of them can quote 
scripture to justify his action. 

The reaping completed, threshing began almost immediately. The 
threshing ring consisted of the owner of the rig, a number of 
farmers who traded help; and the farmer's wife assisted by 
neighborhood women who "coffee-klutched" as they prepared meals 
to feed the whole crew. This spirit of cooperation dated back to the 
days when the prairie was first being settled and neighbors helped a 
newcomer clear his land, dig a well, and "raise the roof" on his 
cabin home. 

Arrival of the threshing gang was always known a few days in 
advance and preparations for feeding the men and the horses were 
finished by the. time the big, old, noisy steam engine chugged into 
the farmyard pulling the separator (threshing machine) behind it. 
Following the outfit were the hayracks, a box wagon or two, and the 
"pitchers" and young boys hitching a ride on one of the 
conveyances. 
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The separator was usually set up near the barn so the straw could 
be blown through the galvanized pipe into the hayloft or on an 
outside stack conveniently located near a barn door. The straw was 
used to bed down the cattle during the long winter months. 

It required at least six bundle wagons to haul the sheaves from 
the field to the machine where one wagon pulled up on either side 
of the conveyor elevator and the men would alternately feed the 
bundles into the separator. The young boys tended the grain chute 
and as the golden oats flowed out of it. leveled the ~rain in the 
wagon until full, then transferred the chute to another wagon and 
hauled the loaded wagon to the granary. 

Threshing at the home of William Jacobs, 1914. 

Courtesy of Emmert Mueller 

The menfolks bantered and laughed as they toiled at the machine 
and in the fields while the cooks hustled and bustled between the 
kitchen stove and the dining room table. Made of solid oak, the 
table stretched its girth to immeasurable endurance as it fed an 
average of fourteen mouths per setting. Food was always plentiful 
and wholesome; the hungry crew enjoyed it to the hilt, completely 
oblivious of calories. 

The old washtub filled to the brim with "rain water" from the 
cistern was placed under a shade tree; and a couple of tin basins 
and soap set on a bench, bade the men wash the dust and chaff 
from their sun-tanned faces before they approached the dinner 
table. Nearby towels were draped over any handy support, -- a 
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clothesline, fencepost or low tree branch. 

Not only dinner, but morning and afternoon lunch was a must. A 
large washbasket, lined with a gingham checked tablecloth, held 
dozens of summer sausage and cheese sandwiches, and a variety of 
cookies. This was lugged, usually by the young girls, to a shady 
spot a short distance from the threshing machine. Coffee was poured 
from a large blue and white granite coffeepot or by dipper from a 
large cream can into tin cups. The young men always enjoyed 
chatting with the girls at the lunch break and vice versa. 

For threshing days the author's grandmother, Mrs. William 
(Mary) Jacobs, faithfully baked raisin-filled cookies which were 
favorites with all. As threshing is a time of trading and sharing, the 
recipe is passed on to you;--grandmother would have wanted it this 
way. She called it simply: 

Filled Cookies 
1 cup sugar 1 teaspoon soda 
1/2 cup butter 3 Vz cups flour 
V2 cup milk 2 teaspoons cream of tartar 

Mix in order given. alternating the milk and dry ingredients. Roll 
out thin on a floured cloth; cut into large circles with a cookie cutter. 

Filling: 1 cup ground raisins, 1/2 cup water, 1 teaspoon lemon 
juice, 1 teaspoon flour; boil until thick. Put 1 teaspoon filling on a 
cookie, top with another cookie and seal edges. Bake in 375 degree 
oven until done. Frost with powdered sugar icing. These cookies are 
at their tastiest if allowed to mellow a couple of days in a tight 
container. 

Edward Lawler of Will township and his brother, John, who lived 
in Monee township, owned and operated the rig that threshed at the 
farm home of the author's grandfather, William Jacobs. Edward 
Lawler was born July 8, 1864, in Green Garden township and on 
June 15, 1907, purchased the George E. Sayre farm of 160 acres in 
Will township where his sister, Mrs. Mary Tucker, kept house for 
him. A big, burly man, Mr. Lawler enjoyed the abundance of good 
food and had his own philosophy on the hour threshing should 
commence in the morning. When working at a farmer whose wife 
was a good cook, he would delay the starting hour so the threshing 
gang would be at this place as long as possible;--for all to enjoy the 
good victuals--much to the chagrin of the housewife. (It was no fun 
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leaning over the old cook stove day after day in the heat of 
summer.) At such places he instructed brother John to take extra 
long to oil the separator and he himself was lackadaisical in getting 
up the steam in the engine boiler. Apparently he agreed heartily 
with Owen Meredith in the verse from "Lucile:" 

We may live without poetry, music, and art; 
We may live without conscience. and live without heart; 
We may live without friends; we may live without books; 
But civilized man cannot live without cooks. 

At long last Mr. Lawler pulled the throttle, sending a scream from 
the whistle and with a chug and hiss, the drive belt began to whirl 
and flap, and thus, it was announced that the day's labor had 
officially begun. 

Needless to say, Edward Lawler will long be remembered by 
those in his threshing gang as a picturesque gentleman of 
distinctive qualities. He died Dec. 28, 1938. 

An era has ended, we have entered the combine age. Sentimental 
feelings of those who were once a part of a threshing gang is 
depicted vividly in the closing four lines: 

Our modem-day combines, efficient and new, 
Do more in a day than a twelve-man crew. 
But I love to recall the neighborly scene 
That was made by the old-fashioned threshing machine. 

Author Unknown 

CONRAD'S MEMORY SAVES MONEY 

Through the retentive memory and persistency of Supervisor John 
P. Conrad of Monee, Will County stands to save the sum of 
$2,874.74 which the county paid as the expense of the keep and trial 
of Perry and Repetto, two convicts of the penitentiary, for murder 
committed in the state prison. 

Because the murders were committed within the boundaries of 
Will County, the board of supervisors and the county officers 
naturally took it for granted that the county would have to stand the 
expense. Not so Mr. Conrad. He remembered that way back in 1885 
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the legislature had passed an act which was designed to relieve Will 
County of the cost of trying inmates of the penitentiary for crimes 
committed within its walls. 

Mr. Conrad brought the matter to the attention of the board on 
Feb. 5, 1915, when he made a motion to instruct the judiciary 
committee to take steps to recover the costs from the state under 
the act of 1885. At first some of the officials demurred, holding that 
such steps ,would be useless. At the request of the committee States 
Attorney Martin took hold of the matter arrd carried the case into 
the state court of claims. The hearing was held several weeks ago 
and a decision was handed down Thursday. The decision allows that 
Will County be paid all that Mr. Martin asked, with the exception of 
$25.00 which had been paid to W. T. Davies, jailer of Cook County, 
for the execution of Repetto. Mr. Martin handled the case for the 
county with a high degree of skill and the decision of the court of 
claims is a tribute to his ability. 

Supervisor Conrad deserves great credit for his alertness and long 
memory for he has saved the county a neat sum. The Monee 
Review, Jan. 4, 1917 

"FLYING MACHINES" OVER MONEE 

Back in the 1800's the conception that within the next hundred 
years man would soar above the earth as the birds seemed 
preposterous indeed to the average human being. Most agreed with 
the man in the tale told by a former dean of the University of South 
Carolina: 

A young minister was giving a sermon in 1877 in which he 
forecast man would some day fly. The bishop jumped to his feet to 
correct him; "You spoke of expecting to see men fly overhead in 
machines yet to be invented. That is sacreligious error, for only 
angels fly. Men will never fly. God has so ordained it." The 
bishop's name was Milton Wright, father of Orville and Wilbur 
Wright. 

The Monee Review, country newspaper that it was, always kept 
the home folks abreast of the times and the Oct. 9, 1908, issue 
announced: "Wrights Conquer the Air." The contents of the story 
read thus: 
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To America belongs the distinction of being the home of the first 
inventor to perfect a "heavier than air" flying machine capable of 
making sustained flights of great distance. The work of the Wright 
Brothers of Dayton, Ohio, gives them a permanent place among the 
world's greatest inventors. 

Wilbur Wright, who has been demonstrating his machine in 
France, made a trip Oct. 6, which broke all former records made by 
aviators. With a second passenger in his machine he sailed through 
the air at a forty-mile clip for 1 hour, 4 minutes and 26 seconds. By 
making this favorable showing he has been able to sell the French 
patents to his aeroplane for $100,000. 

The French syndicate which purchased the rights to the patents 
has ordered fifty of the machines built at once. Seven of these 
already have been purchased by private individuals who wish to 
enjoy the coming sport. 

Ten years later, quite by accident, two of these flying contraptions 
paid a visit to Monee and the local townspeople had an adventurous 
afternoon indeed: 

On Sunday, July 28, about 1 0 'e/ock an airplane was noticed 
coming from the south by a few residents who were lounging in the 
shade trying to keep cool. As this has been a frequent occurrence 
this summer by flyers from Chanute Field on their way to Chicago 
little attention was paid to this one until it was seen to dip and 
hover over the village as though looking for a landing place. 

After circling around the village several times at a height of a few 
hundred feet it was seen that the operator had his machine in good 
control and was either giving the spectators an exhibition of the 
machine or looking for a favorable landing place. It was noticed that 
the fair grounds attracted his eye as he made several circles over 
the field but suddenly he again flew higher and a few seconds later 
made a safe landing in the meadow at the Thomas Tucker farm east 
of the Interurban station. By this time practically every resident of 
the village was in the street watching the maneuvers of the machine 
and as soon as the plane landed all thoughts of the heat were 
forgotten and those who had no autos handy ran pell-mell to the 
field to find out the cause of the landing. In a few minutes 200 to 
300 persons were in the field, interviewing the occupants, Sergeant 
Martus, operator, and Instructor Borjhland of the Chanute Flying 
Field at Rantoul, who were on the way to "Speedway" near Chicago 
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to help entertain the spectators at the auto races. 

They stated that upon reaching Monee they noticed that they 
were running short of gasoline and thought this was a good place to 
land and replenish it as any and finding a favorable spot made a 
fine landing. Willing helpers soon brought the gasoline and after a 
few minutes rest and inspecting the motor, preparations were made 
to continue the journey to Chicago. The spectators, in the meantime. 
availed themselves of the opportunity to inspect the machine at 
close hand, many of them never seeing a plane on the ground. 

Local men shown with the airplane which made an emergency landing at Monee, 
July 28, 1918. Standing left to right: Henry Schroeder, John Freese, John Doss, 
Andrew Gunderson, Flight Instructor Borjhland, Reinhardt Freese, Christ HolI, 
Harry Conrad, John Kehoe, Henry Beucus and Harold Miller. Kneeling left to 
right: Pilot Sergeant Martus, Henry Nieland and Romeo IIlgen. 

Courtesy of Richard Erickson 

The machine. a Curtis training plane. No. 3450, of the latest type 
with a measurement of 40 ft. looked different than when seen a 
thousand or more feet in the air. The men stated they left Rantoul 
at 11:45 a.m. and reached here about 12:45 p.m. 

After clearing the field of spectators they started to ascend but 
after running across the meadow without being able to rise they 
crossed a narrow strip of barley and crashed through a wire fence 
into a cornfield damaging the propeller before the machine could be 
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stopped. The machine was backed out to the meadow again and 
word sent to Rantoul for a new propeller. This was brought them in 
another Curtis machine, No. 3163, which arrived about 4:30 p.m., 
making a fine landing near the disabled machine. The last machine 
was operated by two lieutenants from Chanute Field who returned a 
few minutes later to Rantoul. They were up about 3,000 feet. 

About a half-hour later the repairs on the disabled machine were 
finished and just as they were ready to ascend a summer squall 
appeared in the west with the wind blowing a gale, chasing the 
spectators to town in a hurry. Ropes were obtained and the plane 
securely anchored to the ground until the storm blew over. About 
6:30 p. m. the wind having calmed the men ascended and returned 
to Rantoul. 

The news having rapidly spread through the country and 
surrounding towns it is estimated that 1.000 or more persons were 
on the grounds during the afternoon but owing to the excessive heat 
but a few stayed any length of time. 

The men were given dinner at Engelke's hotel. 

Their handling of the machines in landing, circling around, 
dipping and rising was an interesting sight. The Monee Review, 
Aug. 1, 1918 

Another ten years was to lapse before Monee again made 
aeronautical news. In a write-up of the feats it accomplished in 1928 
with its new airplane, "Prairie Farmer" in a December publication 
of that year said: 

The first invitation to attend a county fair came from Harry J. 
Conrad of Monee, Ill., and on September 19, 1928, Charles A. 
Stookey, Jr., news editor visited that fair by plane. 

In January, 1961, explosive booms shook the earth and rattled 
dishes in the Monee area, momentarily frightening residents but 
soon it was found they were "the sounds of security." Aircraft from 
Bunker Hill Air Base, Bunker Hill, Ind., broke the sound barrier 
which· created the earth shaking blasts. Personnel at the air base 
stated th~ planes were flying at an altitude of 40,000 feet and 
citizens had nothing to worry about but if they flew lower that the 
impact created by the speeding planes would "really shake up" the 
territory. 

286 



On Sept. 1, 1965, Monee area residents gazed up in amazement 
as throughout the afternoon a helicopter busily and flawlessly "flew 
through the air with the greatest of ease" delivering grain storage 
bins to three Monee township farmers. Receiving bins via air freight 
were Leonard Arnold Jr., Christ Holl and Melvin Striggow. 

The experiment took place at the Mrs. Amanda Wilke farm a mile 
north of Peotone where government storage bins were located and 
sold at public auction to private owners. Farmers hesitated buying 
them because of the cost and time involved in moving them until the 
idea of "Operation Grain Bin" was conceived by Glen Vallow of 
Peotone. He contacted the Chicago Helicopter Airways and they 
agreed to the experiment, reasonably sure it was possible. 

The metal bins are circular, about 18 feet in diameter, 25 feet 
high, weigh approximately 2,000 pounds and have a 3,000 to 3,400
bushel capacity. They have a cone-shaped roof. A cable from the 
helicopter was lowered through the peak of the roof and a large 
special wheel and tire were attached inside the bin. They were then 
carried through the air by the roof. 

The company furnished four men for the operation and 
ground-to-helicopter radio communication. Foundations had been 
prepared in advance and the helicopter set each building gently in 
exactly the right place. 

Monee township boasted its own airport facilities for two decades. 
Governor's Airpark, later Wings Field, received a Department of 
Aeronautics, State of Illinois, certificate of authority Oct. 9, 1947, 
and was in operation for 21 years without any complaints of record. 
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CHAPTER XXI
 

TINTYPE MEMORABILIA
 

. '... call to remembrance the former days... ..
 
Heb. 10:32 

OLD DAYS--SCENES--FRIENDS 

Remembrances worth hearing are worth keeping,--therefore the 
choice old tales should be preserved before they are lost in the whirl 
of twentieth century progress. DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN? 

The Saturday night hot water system was the manual connections 
from the cistern pump, to the reservoir at the rear of the kitchen 
range, to the washtub on the kitchen floor? 

Children went to Ehrhardt's pond to skate at night with cattails 
soaked in kerosene for lights? 

Illinois Central station agent I. M. Sproule had a son with a gray 
streak of hair on his head? 

Fruit cellars and coal bins were found in every home? 

George Sonneborn's Sons sold derby hats, celluloid collars and 
long, red flannel underwear? 

The only time the parlor was opened was at baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, and a visit from the preacher? 

Farmers often rode to town in "lumber wagons?" 
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Polluted meant one of the local gentlemen imbibed of too much 
"schnapps" at Westphal's saloon? 

Free candy came with every order of groceries? 

William (Grandpa) Gray had a long, white beard and children 
thought he was Santa Claus? 

Physical education was a two-mile hike to the country school? 

Family portraits were taken by F. W. Sander in his studio with 
the glass roof? 

Farmers came to town on Christmas Eve by bobsled to see the 
children's program at St. Paul's Evangelical Church? 

Agnes Ruder cut little girls' hair until just the tip of the ear 
showed? 

Travelers walked back and forth between Monee and the 
streetcar substation south of town? 

The ladies of Monee went shopping wearing a sunbonnet and 
carrying a market basket on their arm? 
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The churches of the Monee pastoral district united for 
"Evangelical Day;" an outdoor worship service and picnic at 
Shubert's Grove? 

The jingle of sleigh bells in a distance announced that a farmer 
was coming to town to do his "tradin'?" 

Ink had to be thawed under the school's pot-bellied stove before 
the children could have penmanship class? 

Hitching posts were found in front of every store and horse sheds 
and icehouses at the rear? 

The night program at the Monee Fair climaxed with fireworks 
featuring two battleships fighting it out in the center of the 
racetrack, followed by a sparkling display of the American flag as 
Wegert's Band played "My Country 'Tis of Thee?" 

On a cold winter's night the old base heater glowed a warm red 
through its isinglass windows? 

Mattresses were stuffed with corn husks? 

George Gebhardt was crossing flagman in Monee? 

The continuous rat-a-tat-tat staccato pierced the cold November 
air as farmers hit the backboard while shucking corn? 

Frank Rietkovich, the shoemaker, opened a "first-class" shoe 
repair shop in Mrs. Mary Wachsmuth's building north of Miller's 
store? 
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The Christmas tree stood in the corner of the parlor with the light 
of flickering candles shimmering on oscillating ornaments? 

On the way to school little girls rolled up their long-legged 
underwear and anchored it in their bloomers and pulled it down 
again before going home; by Friday it was so stretched that lumps 
bulged under their long, black stockings? 

Emery Woeltje opened a garage in February, 1915, and sold three 
cars as a starter: a Ford touring car to Henry Nieland, a Ford to 
Romeo IIIgen, and a Kokomo five-passenger to John Schwiesow? 

Coon Grove Camp No. 1556, Modern Woodmen of America, met 
in Monee in the early 1900's? 

Knickerbockers, worn by young boys and motorcyclists, were a 
common sight? 

China eggs were placed in chicken nests to inspire the hens to do 
their dUty? 

Neighbors gathered for a "barn raising" and placed a wreath of 
flowers on the roof to celebrate the event? 

The climax of the week was a strawberry sundae at Pappas' ice 
cream parlor on Sunday after church? 
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CHAPTER XXII
 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES
 

" .. .firstborn among many brethren. .. 
Rom. 8:29 

Mrs. Sophie Mueller 
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The biographical sketches are dedicated to the author's 
grandmother, Mrs. Henry (Sophie Mickels) Mueller, (Dec. 14, 
1867,--Dec. 11, 1943), who lived her entire life in the Monee 
community. The picture was taken by her daughter-in-law, 
Mrs. George (Clara) Mueller, at the latter's home in Green Garden 
township in July, 1942. 

"It is better to be nobly remembered, than nobly born. .. 
John Ruskin 

ALBERS 

Herman C. Albers, born in Feddervarden, Oldenburg, Germany, 
Dec. 21, 1845, came to America in 1867 and located in Monee in 
1874. He married Mary Kitzerow, born Feb. 7, 1858, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kitzerow. 

Albers operated the Monee Creamery for several years and 
worked at Miller's grocery store and elevator, and in 1897 
purchased the interest of Stenger and Diercks in the cheese factory. 
He is remembered foremost as the "Monee Baker" and had his 
shop for a number of years in the early 1900's on Locust place. 

Herman and Mary Albers had three sons, Arthur, Reinhardt and 
August. 

Herman Albers died Aug. 15, 1926; Mrs. Albers, May 8, 1930. 

Arthur Albers was born in Monee, May 26, 1883, and was a 
prominent resident of the community throughout his lifetime. He 
was associated with the Eastern Will County State Bank from its 
beginning in 1903 to 1920; he then became cashier of the Monee 
State Bank. On Oct. 23, 1904, he married Amelia Herbst, born May 
25, 1883, in Monee, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Herbst. 

Mrs. Albers died Dec. 16, 1943; and Mr. Albers, June 17, 1954. 

They were the parents of a daughter, Mrs. Kermit (Viola) Bischel; 
and two sons, Clayton and Orville. 
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ARNOLD
 

The Arnold name was identified with agricultural pursuits in 
Monee township for almost a century. Philip Arnold Sr. was born in 
Chicago, Nov. 3, 1841, and married Sophia Rabe, July 22, 1869, a 
native of Hage-Hessen, Germany, born Oct. 6, 1845. They resided 
in Matteson, Ill., until 1875 when they purchased 160 acres of land 
east of Monee from the Illinois Central railroad. 

Mrs. Arnold died Mar. 24, 1914; her husband, Jan. 5, 1917. 

The Arnolds had five sons, August, Edward, William, Philip Jr. 
and Henry; and two daughters, Mrs. Helena Kuersten and Mrs. 
Louisa (Elizabeth) Becker. 

The son who remained on the Arnold homestead was Henry, born 
Feb. 16, 1877; he married Frieda Harmening, May 6, 1905. Mrs. 
Arnold was born Sept. 21, 1885, the daughter of Henry and 
Wihelmina Harmening. 

Mrs. Arnold died Jan. 3, 1935; Mr. Arnold, Dec. 30, 1950. 

Two children were born of this marriage, Mrs. Eldon (Elda) 
Eickmann and Leonard. 

Five generations resided on the Arnold homestead before it was 
sold in 1970. 

BECKER 

An almost stranger than fiction incident brought August Becker to 
America in the early 1840's. Becker and a close friend, William 
Keck, were young men serving in the Prussian Army in their native 
Germany. One day as they lined up for inspection, Keck had on a 
new pair of shiny shoes and one of his feet projected slightly beyond 
the line and the commanding officer struck his sword across the tip 
of the shoe cutting it off. This infuriated the two young soldiers and 
at their first opportunity they beat up the officer, deserted, went to 
the water front, and stowed away on ,a ship bound for the United 
States. Hunger finally drove them from their hiding place and the 
captain made them work aboard ship to earn their keep. They were 
told they would be sent back to the Prussian Army following the 
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ship's return to Germany. The ship docked in New York harbor and 
the young men begged the captain to let them see the sights of the 
city and promised they would return to the ship. Finally the captain 
granted their request and probably knew after they left the ship he 
would never see them again. Becker and Keck worked in 
Pennsylvania for a while and later went to Chicago. 

August Becker (May 14, 1825--July 17, 1900) and Karolina 
(Ziebell) Becker (Mar. 15, 1834--July 8, 1916) were married in 
Chicago, Dec. 22, 1855. Previously to this Becker purchased 80 
acres of land in Monee township from the United States government 
for $1.25 per "acre. The deed to the property was signed Oct. 2, 
1854, by President Franklin Pierce. They settled on the homestead 
and raised eleven children. 

A son, John Becker, was born on the homestead August 21, 1872, 
and married Louisa Elizabeth Arnold, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip Arnold Sr., June 21, 1901. She was born in Monee township 
Oct. 2, 1879. They spent their entire lives on the Becker homestead. 
In 1921, John Becker purchased a threshing machine from August 
Kuersten and son, Erich, who resided in Will township. Thereafter 
Becker and his two sons, Leslie and Sylvester, threshed for 
neighboring farmers until 1947. 

John Becker died Oct. 2. 1940; Mrs. Becker, Dec. 18, 1969. 

BISCHMANN 

One of the earliest families to settle in Carey (Monee) township 
was Bischmann who came to this area from Germany in 1849. 

Phillip Bischmann was born Apr. 19, 1843, and married 
Magdelena Klein, July 26, 1869. She was the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. August Klein who settled in the northeastern part of the 
township in 1846. Born Jan. 15, 1848, it is believed she was the first 
white child born in Carey township. She died Mar. 31, 1908; her 
husband died Sept. 6, 1925. 

They had two children, Philip C. (July 31, 1870--Mar. 2, 1952) and 
Mrs. William (Magdelena) Deutsche (Feb. 24, 1876--Feb. 4, 1964), 
both of whom remained in the Monee area. 
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BOHLANDER
 

William F. Bohlander, son of Peter Bohlander and Henrietta 
(Schroeder) Bohlander, was born Feb. 24, 1857, in Green Garden 
township and at the age of six years moved to Monee with his 
parents. 

He married Bertha Vatter, Sept. 7, 1882. She was a native of 
Monee, born July 28, 1861, and spent her youth in the village. She 
realized the importance of a good education and was interested in 
music, being an organist of some ability. She also taught school for 
a number of years. The Bohlanders resided on a farm in Thorn 
Grove for 38 years. In 1920 they retired and moved to Monee. 

Mr. Bohlander died July 3, 1932; Mrs. Bohlander, July 9, 1950, at 
the age of 88 years. She was the last direct descendent of Jacob and 
Mary (Mammoser) Vatter. 

Four daughters were born of their marriage, Laura, who died in 
infancy, Mrs. Herman (Lydia) Zirzow, Mrs. Henry (Bertha) 
Rosenbrock, and Mrs. Henry (Esther) Wolf. 

BUCHMEIER 

Louis Christ Buchmeier, son of John and Mary (Tenhoff) 
Buchmeier, was born Feb. 23, 1879, in Green Garden township. 
Mrs. Louis Buchmeier, the former Annie Rehberg, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Rehberg, was born in Germany, Jan. 13, 1879. The 
Louis Buchmeiers were married June 2, 1901, in St. John's Church 
North Peotone. 

Their first home was on a farm in Green Garden township. In 
1911 they bought the former Congregational Church building in 
Monee which had previously been remodeled into a dwelling by 
William Dralle. In 1912 the family moved into the village. For many 
years Mr. Buchmeier was a road construction contractor and built 
many of the township roads. 

Mrs. Buchmeier died Dec. 27, 1943; Mr. Buchmeier, Dec. 9, 
1969. 
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They were the parents of five sons, Elmer, Harold, Emil, Gilbert 
and Louis Jr.; and two daughters, Mrs. Willard (Loretta) Jacobs and 
Mrs. Wesley (Vernett) Meyer. 

CARPENTER 

One of the earliest families to settle in eastern Will county was 
that of D. F. Carpenter. Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter and their children 
made the trip from Pennsylvania to Monee in 1854 in an old-time 
prairie schooner. Their sons, Henry, born Aug. 22, 1844, and Daniel 
Basil, born Oct. 1, 1846, were ten and eight years old respectively 
when the family settled on the fringe of civilization and only a few 
families were located in Monee township. 

The Carpenters settled and built a log cabin on the property 
owned by the Illinois Central railroad, known as the "I. C. Reservoir 
Farm," west of Raccoon Grove. Today Lake Downs covers about 40 
acres of the land. 

In 1863 J. S. Milliken purchased the farm and the Carpenter 
family moved to a farm on the west side of Harlem ave., about a 
half a mile south of Pauling road, in Green Garden township. Henry 
and Daniel remained bachelors and lived on the farm until their 
deaths; Henry's occurring May 22, 1911, and Daniel's, Dec. 30, the 
same year. 

Their mother, Mrs. Barbara Carpenter, was born Jan. 15, 1817, 
and died Jan. 12, 1892. No information was found on their father's 
death. 

A family cemetery plot of four marked graves was known to have 
been on the reservoir farm years ago which very likely could have 
been members of the Carpenter or Milliken families, although Mrs. 
Carpenter, Henry and Daniel are buried in St. Paul's cemetery. 
Today these graves are believed to be located on an island in the 
northern part of Lake Downs. 

CONRAD 

Henry Conrad was born in Odenback, Kreis, Germany, Oct. 23, 
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1827. He came to the United States in 1857 and settled in Du Page 
county, Ill., and the following year moved to Monee where he 
opened a boot and shoe repair shop on Mill street. He was a 
shoemaker by trade but in 1878 established a hardware and 
implement business in Monee which was later operated by his son, 
John P. Conrad. In June, 1897, he built a new implement store and 
office on Main street. 

His wife, Charlotta Schmitt Conrad, was born in Odenback, 
Baiern, Germany, July 30, 1830. 

Mr. Conrad was a lifelong Republican and held the office of 
justice of the peace for 30 years and also served as town clerk. 

Mrs. Conrad died Feb. 26, 1890; her husband, Mar. 28" 1910. 

John P. Conrad was born in Monee, Mar. 20, 1866, and lived his 
entire life in the village. On Mar. 20, 1889, he married Elizabeth 
Brockmann, daughter of Henry and Sophia Brockmann of Green 
Garden township. She was born Apr. 17, 1867, and moved with her 
mother to the village of Monee in 1883. 

Conrad attended the public schools of Monee and was also a 
student at the Metropolitian Business College, Chicago. Early in life 
he became identified with his father's farm machinery business 
in which he engaged during his working life, a total of 60 years. In 
partnership with J. C. Adams of Peotone, he bought the Monee 
Review in 1905 and served as editor until 1931 when the paper was 
discontinued. Conrad continued to serve as Monee correspondent for 
the Peotone Vedette until 1946. 

J. P. Conrad became postmaster of Monee in 1897 and continued 
in that capacity until 1914. Active in Republican circles throughout 
his lifetime, he served as township supervisor from 1914 to 1932, 
returning to the post in 1937 and retiring in 1940. Upon retirement 
he was dean of the Will county board of supervisors and at a 
farewell luncheon in his honor he made this statement which 
characterized his entire life, "We have been through some tough 
times, but I have had great satisfaction in serving the people of my 
township and my country." 

J. P. Conrad died Jan. 15, 1947; five months later, on June 15, 
Mrs. Conrad died. 
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There were three children in the family: Harry, Mrs. Fred 
(Blanche) Homan, and Mrs. Christ (Esther) Holl. 

DEUTSCHE 

William Deutsche Sr. and his wife, Dorothea Hinze, were both 
born in Germany; he, Dec. 18, 1825 and she, Nov. 30, 1832. In 1847 
they came to the United States and in 1850 settled in Carey (Monee) 
township where Deutsche purchased some of his property for one 
dollar per acre. He became the owner of 500 acres and was a 
prosperous farmer. He was also instrumental in securing a one-room 
rural school, District 172, for the children in the community. 

Mrs. Deutsche died Oct. 21, 1894; Mr. Deutsche, Mar. 16, 1916. 

Out of a family of eight children only two sons remained in the 
Monee area, Fred and William F. 

William F. Deutsche was born on the family homestead, known as 
the Black Walnut farm, in the eastern section of Monee township, 
Nov. 24, 1870. On Mar. 18, 1896, he married Magdelena 
Bischmann, born Feb. 24, 1876, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip Bischmann Sr. They remained on the homestead until 1939 
when they retired and moved to Monee. 

Mr. Deutsche died Dec. 15, 1942; his wife, Feb. 4, 1964. 

They were the parents of five children: LeRoy. Edgar, Mrs. 
Harold (Maude) Ruder and Mrs. William (Ruby) Podratz; a son, 
Wi!liam Jr., died in 1918 at the age of 19 years. 

LeRoy Deutsche married Esther Bartels, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Bartels, Dec. 3, 1939, and remained on the 
homestead. They became the parents of two sons, William Lee and 
David who are engaged in farming and raising registered Polled 
Shorthorn cattle. 

Fred C. Deutsche, son of the William Deutsche seniors, was born 
on the family homestead, Apr. 17, 1863. He spent his boyhood on 
his father's farm and remained at home until his marriage in 1887. 
His wife, the former Mary Weinman, was born Dec. 31, 1860, the 
daughter of Michael and Margaret (Eshenbacher) Weinman of 
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Richton Park, Ill., who came to America from Germany in 1853. 
Fred Deutsche became heir to his father's farm on the west side of 
the village of Monee where he specialized in dairy farming. In 1900 
he retired. 

Mrs. Deutsche died Apr. 4, 1941; her husband, June 14, 1949. 

DIERCKS 

Henry Diercks was born in Swederwolsede, Hannover, Germany, 
Nov. 18,1853, and came to America at the age of 17 years. On May 
30, 1889, he married Eliza Mueller at Monee. She was born May 31, 
1866, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wilke Mueller of Manhattan 
who later settled in Monee. 

Diercks farmed for a few years and then moved into the village 
where for a period of time he operated the cheese factory in the 
stone building located at Firemen's Park. The cheese industry at 
this circa was thought to be a key to wealth in Illinois. 

Henry Diercks died Apr. 29, 1939; his wife preceded him in death 
on July 2, 1923. 

They reared a family to two sons, Henry and WeImer; and five 
daughters, Mrs. Patrick (Mabel) McCreary, Mrs. Ezra (Emma) 
Yanda, Miss Hulda Diercks, Mrs. George (Manetta) Pauling, and 
Mrs. William J. (Elsie) Albers. 

DRALLE 

August Dralle, born in Germany, Dec. 23, 1851, came to Monee 
with his parents in 1860 who engaged in farming. He grew to 
manhood in Monee and married Catherine Mohnman, Dec. 8, 1878. 
She, too, was a native of Germany, born Mar. 30, 1853, and was 
about three years of age when her parents came to America. 

Following their marriage they settled on a farm north of town and 
lived there 27 years before moving to Monee where they built a new 
home in 1904 at the northeast corner of Mill street and Oak road. 
Their yard was one of the most beautiful in the village featuring a 
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fish pond and a large variety of flowers. 

Mrs. Dralle died Aug 22, 1937; her husband, Aug. 13, 1941. 

There were eight children in the August Dralle family: Mrs. 
Henry (Sophia) Harmening, Mrs. Henry (Emma) Nieland, Mrs. 
George (Frieda) Kuersten, Mrs. Emil (Mathilda) Brockmann, Harry 
Dralle, Albert Dralle, Mrs. Harry (Lizzie) Schlottman and Otto 
Dralle. 

EASTERBROOKS 

Laban Easterbrooks, a native of Bristol county, Rhode Island, was 
born Mar. 14, 1814. A Jefferson Democrat of the old type, he had 
visions of Monee someday becoming a large city. An early settler of 
the village, he arrived in 1858, and resided in Monee for 21 years. 
He was a carpenter by trade but his natural shrewdness and ability 
soon brought him to the front among the villagers and he was 
elected justice of the peace, and when the village was incorporated 
in 1874, he became the first police magistrate. 

Interested in land transactions, he conducted a small real estate 
office, about 12 x 16 feet, which stood at 113 Walnut street. 

"Squire Brooks" as he was familiarly called, was a friend and 
business associate of General Burnside, also of Rhode Island, 
cashier of the land department of the lllinois Central railroad; and 
through that relationship, Easterbrooks came to possess large tracts 
of land in Green Garden township. 

Sabrina Wright Easterbrooks, wife of Laban, was born Jan. 2, 
1830, in Washington county, Rhode Island, and died in 1893; her 
husband died in 1896. 

They had ten children. 

Robert 1. Easterbrooks, son of Laban and Sabrina, was born in 
Monee in 1863 and on Apr. 3, 1898, was one of a party on the way 
to the Klondike gold fields when he met an untimely death in an 
avalanche in Chilkoot Pass. He was brought to the home of his 
childhood via train on Apr. 17 and is buried in the family plot at 51. 
Paul's cemetery. 
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EMDE
 

William Emde, born in Wernighausen, Germany, July 26, 1858, 
came to the United States in 1884 and returned to Germany the 
following year, where, on Oct. 3, 1885, he married Sophia 
Sonnemann, born in Osmarbrick, Germany, Apr. 25, 1863. The 
following year they migrated to the United States and settled at 
Elgin, Ill., where Emde engaged in the creamery business. 

In 1893 they came to Monee and Emde became butter 
manufacturer for the Monee Spring Creamery Co. on Mill street. 
The creamery was owned by stockholders and on Mar. 21, 1898, it 
was sold at public auction and purchased by Emde for $700. He 
operated the creamery for many years during the early 1900's; his 
chief customer was Henrici's restaurant in Chicago for whom he 
supplied all the butter. Emde retired in the mid-1920's and a 
number of years later George Petit purchased the property and 
remodeled the creamery into a dwelling. 

William Emde died Sept. 29, 1940; Mrs. Emde, Aug. 6, 1943. 

They had one son, Fred. H. Emde. 

Fred H. Emde was born at Crystal Lake, TIl., Oct. 15, 1888. He 
received his education in the public schools of Monee and began his 
business career with the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. and later was 
engaged in the electrical contracting business in Geneva, TIl. 

On June 30, 1912, he married Leola Sonneborn, daughter of John 
and Emma (Kolstedt) Sonneborn, born Feb. 9, 1889, in Monee. 

Emde returned to Monee in 1922 and became assistant cashier of 
the Eastern Will County State Bank. 

Following the death of Fred Emde on Nov. 17, 1939, Mrs. Emde 
became a piano teacher and many a young resident of Monee is an 
accomplished musician because of her efforts. 

The Emdes had one daughter, Mrs. Wilmer (Audrey) Jarmuth. 

ENGELKE 
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Otto Engelke, son of Friederich (Jan. 10, 1838--Aug. 6, 1891) and 
Henrietta Schrader Engelke (Mar. 20, 1838--Aug. 26, 1927), was 
born May 19, 1875, in Chicago. He came to Monee with his parents 
when about one year of age. On'Feb. 9, 1902, Otto Engelke married 
Anna Vehrs. She was born Feb. 5, 1877, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hans Henry Vehrs of Monee. 

Engelke died Mar. 15, 1914, and two years later his widow 
purchased her father's hotel at the corner of Main street and Oak 
road and opened for business in February, 1916. Thereafter it 
became known as Engelke's hotel and was operated by Mrs. 
Engelke until her death, Nov. 11, 1956. 

A daughter, Mrs. Loretta Spencer, resided at the premises until 
she sold it to Richard Carrier, Aug. 1, 1969. 

In addition to Mrs. Spencer, the Engelkes had another daughter, 
Mrs. Margaret Sniegowski. 

FEHLAND 

Theodore Fehland, born 1842, and his wife, Margaretha Paulsen 
Fehland, born 1844, were both natives of Germany and came to 
America in 1871. They were married in their adopted country on 
Apr. 27, 1871, and settled on a farm west of Monee. 

Mr. Fehland died in 1927, and Mrs. Fehland in 1938. 

They had eight children: Carl, Mrs. John (Mary) Schroeder, Mrs. 
Herman (Louisa) Knippel, Henry, Herman, Louis, Miss Anna 
Fehland and Mrs. Harvey (Bertha) Kolstedt. 

Carl Fehland was born Jan. 29, 1872, and spent his entire life as 
a farmer in Monee township. He married Anna Mickels, May 16, 
1901. She was born June 30, 1878, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Mickels. Carl Fehland served as township tax assessor for 
16 years. 

Mrs. Fehland died June 5, 1939; her husband, Carl, Oct. 13, 
1952. 

They were the parents of two sons, Horten and Glenn. 
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Henry, another son of the Theodore Fehlands, was born July 26, 
1878, and on June 3, 1909, he married Helen Holmstrom. She was 
born Oct. 12, 1885, in Chicago, the daughter of Christian and 
Augusta Witt Holmstrom who came to America from Germany in 
1871. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fehland made their home in Monee where 
he was a rural mail carrier and carpenter contractor before engaging 
in farming. They celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in 
1959. This was the second golden anniversary celebrated in their 
residence; on Apr. 27, 1921, Mr. Fehland's parents also were 
honored for 50 years of marriage in the same house. 

Henry Fehland died Apr. 27, 1968. 

Children of the Henry Fehland family are: Ralph, Leonard, 
Arthur, Mrs. John (Ruth) Hackett, Mrs. Richard (Beatrice) Smullen, 
Allen, Mrs. Jack (Lois) Stein and Robert. 

FREESE 

The name of Edo R. Freese was an honored one in the village of 
Monee where he engaged for many years in general merchandising. 
He was born Apr. 28, 1845, in Oldenburg, Germany, and with his 
parents came to America in 1854 and located in Monee for a year 
and then moved to a farm at Manhattan. In 1865 the family returned 
to Monee and his father became a merchant. 

Edo R. Freese first clerked in the store of Fred H. Luehrs for two 
years. Afterward he was baggage man for the lllinois Central 
railroad at Monee for 11 years and in 1877 formed a partnership 
with George Sonneborn, opening a small store. This firm continued 
for 13 years and in 1890 Freese sold his share to John Sonneborn 
and began business alone as a general merchant, in a building he 
had erected the previous year at the corner of Margaret street and 
Oak road. 

On Dec. 18, 1870, Freese married Helene Fechtmann, who was 
born in Hannover, Germany, Sept. 30, 1847, and came to the United 
States with her parents, John and Magdalena Fechtmann in 1850. 
Her father was a cooper by trade and followed that pursuit in 
Monee, in conjunction with a brewery. 
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The Freese Store located at the southeast corner of Oak Road and Margaret Street, 
built in 1889. Left to right: Christ Herbert, John Freese, Edo R. Freese, John 
Dorjahn and Gustave Lehmann. 

Courtesy of Harvey Kolstedt. 

In politics Freese was a Democrat; recognized as one of the 
stalwart champions of the party in the Monee locality. He served as 
township supervisor, school director, village clerk, postmaster and 
justice of the peace. He was a member of the Masonic Lodge at 
Peotone for over SO years for which he was honored in November, 
1926, and presented with a gold-handled cane. 

Mrs. Freese died Oct. 10, 1925; Mr. Freese, Mar. 5, 1938. 

They had two sons, John and Reinhardt; two daughters, Anna and 
Frederika, died in childhood. 

John H. Freese conducted his father's store following the latter's 
retirement. In October, 1923, he opened a cream receiving station at 
the store where dairymen brought their cream which was trucked to 
the Beecher Dairy by Edward Vehrs. On Apr. 9, 1924, Freese sold 
his stock at pubic auction, and the building was rented to Leo 
Lessnow of Chicago. 

The Freese store building and lot were sold at public auction Aug. 
3, 1937, and bought by August Schwiesow for $700. 
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John and Amelia Freese had two daughters, Mrs. Paul (Flossie) 
Sander, and Mrs. George (Viola) Sonneborn. 

Reinhardt Freese, the youngest son of Edo Freese, was born Mar. 
26, 1873, in Monee where he spent his entire lifetime. He married 
Meta Leseberg,Dec. 9, 1897. She was Horn May 5, 1877, in Chicago, 
the daughter af Herman and Dorette Leseberg. 

Reinhardt "Mac" Freese was a rural mail carrier for a number of 
years and in 1914 was appointed postmaster, a position he held at 
the time of his death, Oct. 24, 1922. Mrs. Freese died Nov. 13, 
1971. 

There were three daughters in the Reinhardt Freese family: Mrs. 
WeImer (Althea) Diercks, Mrs. Clarence (Dorothy) Freitag, and 
Mrs. Kenneth (Helen) Howard. 

GLOOR 

Jacob Gloor was born in Bierwiel, Switzerland, Oct. 5, 1834, and 
came to the United States with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Gloor, Sr., in 1851 and settled on a farm near Thorn Grove in 
section 11 of Carey township. 

Soon after the beginning of the Civil War, Jacob Gloor enlisted in 
Co. D, 82nd TIl. Vol. Inf. and served until the close of the war. He 
was wounded in the shoulder at Chancellorsville and promoted to 
corporal. He returned to Monee and on July 5, 1866, married 
Amelia Fechtmann, born Sept. 14, 1845, in Germany. He operated a 
saloon in Monee in the late 1860's on the north side of Margaret 
street between Compass lane and Locust place. He served as 
postmaster during the first Cleveland administration (1885-89), and 
from 1893-97 was assistant to Postmaster Edo R. Freese. 

Gloor purchased the schoolhouse of St. Paul's Evangelical Church 
at public auction May 1, 1915, and moved it to his lots on East Main 
street and remodeled it into a dwelling. 

He died Mar. 21, 1919; his wife preceded him in death on June 
11, 1888. 

There were eight children in the family: Albert (Buddy), Mrs. 
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Charles (Etta) Gross, Mrs. Henry (Nora) Wilke, Mrs. Louis (Annie) 
Rysdon, Jacob Jr., Mrs. Minnie Loitz, Thomas the Mrs. Herman 
(Elizabeth) Plumhoff. 

GORMAN 

A pioneer family of Monee township is that of Gorman, whose 
forefathers originated in Ireland, and came to the United States first 
settling in New York. John and Anna Gorman came to Carey 
(Monee) township In 1853. One of their sons, John Francis Gorman, 
was born in Brooklyn, Oct. 10, 1851, and was two years old when he 
came to Monee with his parents. On Feb. 6, 1883, he married Ellen 
McCarthy of Spencer, Ill. She was born Sept. 5, 1859. 

The Gorman family helped organize the German Catholic Society 
in Monee in 1866; and in establishing one of the rural schools, 
District 174, in the township. 

John F. Gorman died Apr. 28, 1906; his wife, July 12, 1936. 

They were the parents of a daughter, Rosella, who died in 
childhood; and six sons, Thomas, Phillip, Francis, Donald, John and 
Walter. 

John E. Gorman, son of John F. and Ellen Gorman, was born 
Nov. 8, 1897. He married Lucinda Woeltje, Nov. 14, 1921. She was 
born Aug. 11, 1901, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Woeltje. 
They resided on the Gorman farm west of Monee until 1949 when 
they moved into the village. 

In April, 1934, Lucinda Gorman became postmistress in Monee 
and served until January, 1938, when her husband, John, succeeded 
her as postmaster and held the position until his retirement Nov. 30, 
1967. 

John E. Gorman died June 13, 1968. 

Two sons were born of their marriage: Monroe, who resides with 
his wife, Mary and their four children on the Gorman homestead 
west of town; and Father Kevin, O. S. B. 
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GUNDERSON
 

Andrew Gunderson, local professional artist, was born in 
Wallingford, Iowa, June 16, 1889. In his youth he moved to Chicago 
and in 1910 he met Ada Waldo at the Art Institute during one of his 
art shows. They were married Oct. 12 of that year and made their 
home in Chicago. Mrs. Gunderson was born Dec. 5, 1891, at Lamar, 
Colo. 

In 1915 the family moved to Monee where Gunderson followed a 
career as a self-employed commercial artist working chiefly in 
pastels. His pictures have been sold throughout the United States; 
his landscape scenes have been reproduced on Christmas cards and 
calendars. He sold framed originals at his studio and gave pastel 
demonstrations for civic groups. Receiving a Gunderson original for 
a birthday, wedding or anniversary gift was a most prized 
possession. 

Andrew Gunderson was the first scoutmaster of Monee boy scout 
troop No. 1 when is was organized in 1927. 

Mr. Gunderson died Sept. 4, 1964; Mrs. Gunderson, Mar. 20, 
1965. 

They were the parents of three children: Mrs. Paul (Dorothy) 
Roberts, Waldo and Lee. 

HARMENING 

Henry Harmening, son of German emigrants, Henry and 
Wilhelmina (Koester) Harmening, was born in Monee, Apr. 14, 
1872. On June 17, 1905, he married Sophia Dralle, daughter of the 
August Dralles. She also was a native of Monee, born Dec. 29, 
1877. Following their marriage they resided on a farm in 
northeastern Monee township, owned today by Alan Hamilton. 

Mr. Harmening died Feb. 4, 1935. The following year his widow 
purchased a farm on Monee road where she resided with her son, 
Milton, and her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
(Gladys) Herrmann. In 1942 she sold the farm to E. D. Bagby and 
moved into Monee where she resided until her death, Oct. 26, 1965. 
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In addition to Milton Harmening and Mrs. Herrmann, there is 
another daughter, Mrs. Sylvester (Florence) Becker. 

HARMS 

Henry R. Harms, son of Herman Harms, was born in Green 
Garden township, May 12, 1867, and married Eliza Peters, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Peters, also of Green Garden township, in 
1890. Mrs. Harms was born Jan. 24, 1870. 

After their marriage they established their home in Monee and 
during the first years of their residence, Mr. Harms held the 
position of principal of the public school. In 1893 he founded the 
very prosperous hardware firm known as H. R. Harms & Bros. He 
died at the age of 34 years, June 14, 1901. His brother, Ben A. 
Harms, operated the business thereafter. In February, 1908, Ben 
sold half-interest to George Froehner of Peotone and the firm was 
called Harms and Froehner. Four years later, on Feb. 28, 1912, the 
business was sold at public auction to Fred Wilke for $2,805. 

Mrs. Henry Harms resided in Monee after her husband's death 
until 1951 when she made her home with a daughter, Mrs. Arlene 
Talbott in Hammond, Ind. She died Nov. 11, 1964, at the age of 94 
years. 

In addition to Mrs. Talbott, the Henry Harms' had two more 
daughters, Mrs. Lillie Brown and Mrs. Elda Albers: and a son, 
Edwin. 

Carl M. Harms, also a son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Harms, was 
born in 1885. On Oct. 8, 1914, he married Anna Skaag. She was 
born Sept. 10, 1886, in Sweden and came to Chicago at the age of 
12 years to visit an aunt and remained the rest of her life in the 
United States. 

In the summer of 1914, Carl Harms opened a barbershop at 7 
Main street and in 1951 he sold the shop to Lionel Yost and moved 
to Lewiston, Idaho, where he died in 1957. For malllY years in 
conjunction with the barbershop, Mrs. Harms operated a beauty 
shop at the same location. Mrs. Harms died Jan. 14, 1961, at 
Lewiston. 

They had two children: Mrs. Helen Speer and Chester Harms. 
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HERBERT
 

Augustus Herbert, founder of the village of Monee, was born Jan. 
26, 1829, in Hannover, Germany, later migrating to America. As a 
young man in his late teens he volunteered to serve as a 
government scout in the Mexican War. At the close of hostilities on 
Feb. 2, 1848, for services rendered to his country, Herbert was 
given a warrant entitling him to 160 acres of unoccupied government 
land wherever he wished to locate. This was in legal accordance of 
payments granted by an act of the United States Congress entitled: 
, 'An act to raise for a limited time an additional military force and 
for other purposes." In 1849 Herbert came to Carey (Monee) 
township and chose the southwest quarter of section 21. Another 
Mexican War veteran, George Ruder Jr., was given the southeast 
quarter of the same section also containing 160 acres. 

At Chicago, on May 17, 1849, Herbert married Margaretha Sahr 
who was born Feb. 6, 1829, in Wietanraht, Bavaria, Germany, and 
immigrated to America in 1845. 

In the early 1850's when the Illinois Central railroad was 
completed through Monee, Herbert subdivided part of his farm, had 
it surveyed into lots and recorded the plat at the county courthouse 
at Joliet, Nov. 25, 1853. He also sold 40 acres to the railroad which 
was platted into lots and recorded Aug. 2, 1855. 

'U'IL-or,c-E"AUGUSTU8 HER.BER.T MCI'.ECWILLCO.ILL. 

The Augustus Herbert home in the 1870's; entrance was from Mill Street. 
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After the village began to grow, Herbert quit farming and 
engaged in the merchantile and grain business operating a store and 
elevator in partnership with Simon Miller. In 1876 Herbert sold his 
business interests to Miller and moved to Grant Park, TIL 

In 1899 Mr. and Mrs. Herbert held a gala celebration at their 
home on their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Herbert suffered a paralytic stroke in March, 1904, and died at 
Grant Park, June 6, of that year. Mrs. Herbert died Jan. 20, 1916, 
at the age of 86 years. Both are buried at St. Paul's cemetery in 
Monee. 

Also buried in the family plot are a number of their children: 
Amelia A. (Feb. 20, 1858--Apr. 11, 1876); Edward (June 3, 
1866--Mar. 11, 1884); George (July 19, 1851--June 12, 1852); and 
Franklin (Jan. 11, 1860). 

Four of their nine children grew to adulthood: Louis, Albert, Tillie 
and Maggie. 

HERBST 

Henry Herbst, son of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Herbst, was born 
near Elmhurst, TIL, Feb. 16, 1850, and at the age of two months 
came to Monee with his parents. His father was born in Hannover, 
Germany, Mar. 15, 1819, and came to America in 1846 and settled 
in Du Page county before coming to Monee. 

Henry Herbst married Mary Kleinhammer Jan. 4, 1872. She was 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Kleinhammer, born July 20, 
1850. 

Herbst served as deputy sheriff for 24 years, 32 years as 
constable and 20 years as village policeman. 

Mr. Herbst died July 28, 1919; Mrs. Herbst, July 11, 1928. 

They were the parents of three daughters: Mrs. August 
(Dorothea) Steinhauser; Mrs. Arthur (Amelia) Albers; and Mrs. 
Reinhardt (Olive) Albers. A number of the Herbst children died 
during a diphtheria epidemic. 
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HOHMANN
 

August Hohmann was borv in Monee Aug. 27, 1886, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hohmann. He married Minnie Tobeck, Oct. 17, 
1909. She was born Feb. 7, 1889, the daughter of John and Sophie 
Tobeck of Richton Park, Ill. 

They began their married life on a farm and later moved to 
Monee where Mr. Hohmann was an employee of the Chicago & 
Southern Traction Co. In later years he was a self-employed 
carpenter. 

Mr. Hohmann died Jan. 14, 1966; Mrs. Hohmann, Sept. 17, 1970. 

Four children were born of their marriage: Mrs. Emil (Laura) 
Buchmeier, Mrs. Melvin (Norma) Batterman, Mrs. Lester (Mardell) 
Silcox, and August Hohmann Jr. 

HOLL 

One of the oldest and best known families of the Monee 
community is that of Holl. The first member of the family to settle 
in Carey (Monee) township was Andrew Holl who arrived in 1842 
when the surroundings were virgin prairies and neighbors few and 
at a long distance. His son, Frederich, was born on a farm near 
Monee June 27, 1855. He married Dina Kuester, born Oct. 14, 1859, 
in Green Garden township. They resided in Monee township but 
also owned large tracts of land in Green Garden. Mr. Holl ranked 
among the progressive stockmen of Monee for many years. They 
retired from farming in 1911 and moved to Monee. 

Mr. Holl died Oct. 11, 1928; Mrs. Holl, June 24, 1949. 

They were the parents of four sons: Fred, William, George and 
Christ, all of whom remained in Monee. 

Fred Holl, eldest son of the senior Frederich Rolls, was born July 
14, 1880. On May 6, 1906, he married Clara Eickmann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Eickmann. She was born Mar. 21, 1881. In 
January, 1908, Fred Holl became manager of the Chicago Telephone 
Co. in the Monee area, today known as lllinois Bell, a position he 
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held until his retirement Nov. 1, 1939. The Holls became the 
parents of a daughter, Verna, who died in childhood; and three 
sons, Wilbur, who died as a young man, Orville and Myron. 

William, the second son of Frederich and Dina Holl, was born 
Jan. 28, 1884. He remained on his father's farm until the latter's 
retirement, when he purchased it. On Feb. 19, 1911, William Holl 
was united in marriage to Emma Bartels of Richton Park. She was 
born June 18, 1885, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bartels. In 
1959 the Holls retired from farming and moved to Monee. Mrs. Holl 
died Oct. 18, 1968; Mr. Holl, Dec. 26, 1968. They had four children: 
Richard, Mrs. William (Mildred) Manske, Allen and Virgil. 

George Holl was born in Monee township Mar. 14, 1889. Amanda 
Felton, born July 30, 1889, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Felton, 
married George Holl, Nov. 14, 1909. The first years of their married 
life they spent on a farm and in 1924 they moved to Monee where 
George Holl and his brother, Christ, operated a garage for about ten 
years. He also engaged in milk delivery to Chica~o and general 
trucking. He retired in 1959. Mr. Holl died June 5, 1971. The Holls 
became parents of four children: Kermit, Mrs. Leonard (Ruth) 
Arnold, Warren, and Mrs. Charles (Betty) Williamson. 

Christ, the youngest of the Holl brothers, was born Oct. 7, 1897. 
On Feb. 17, 1920, he married Esther Conrad. She was born Feb. 23, 
1895, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Conrad. In addition to 
operating a garage, farming and trucking, Christ Holl was highway 
commissioner for Monee township for several years. On Dec. 6, 
1920, he joined the Monee Fire Department of which he was a 
member 46 years and chief for 28 years. Mr. Holl died Nov. 25, 
1966. They had a daughter, Mrs. Allen (Leona) Erickson. 

HOMAN 

Fred D. Homan, son of Fred Henry (July 19, 1860--Mar. 15, 1911) 
and Margaret ZumMallen Homan (Nov. 5, 1860--0ct. 5, 1938), was 
born in Monee, Oct. 1, 1891. He married Blanche Conrad on his 
birthday in 1916. She was born July 9, 1893, the eldest daughter of 
Mr. and Mr~. John P. Conrad. 

Following their marriage they opened a hardware store In the 
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former Kettering Hotel building at the southeast corner of Main 
street and Compass lane, which they operated for 31 years, selling 
the business to Charles Bimba in 1947. Mr. Homan was active in 
civic affairs and a volunteer fireman for 37 years retiring in 1955. 

Mrs. Homan died Jan. 27, 1962; Mr. Homan, May 25, 1971. 

JANZEN 

Edward Carl Janzen was born at Elbing, West Prussia, Germany, 
Dec. 20, 1835, the son of Gottlieb and Henriette (Sabetofski) Janzen. 
As a young man in Germany he became an apprentice carpenter. He 
was 17 years of age when he came to America with his parents in 
August of 1853. It took them five weeks to cross the Atlantic on an 
English sailboat. The family settled at Rochester, New York, where 
the father obtained work as a shoemaker. 

In 1860 E. C. Janzen entered the Rochester Theological Seminary 
and after three years at the seminary, he attended the University of 
Rochester for a year studying Greek, Rhetoric, Logic and 
Metaphysics. 

After a short period of mIssIonary work, Janzen came to the 
Green Garden Baptist church in Green Garden township, Will 
county. He preached in the schoolhouse southeast of Union 
cemetery, as the congregation was small and had no meetinghouse. 
Here he was ordained Mar. 8, 1865, and received a meager salary. 
The parsonage was located a quarter of a mile north of the cemetery. 

On Mar. 28, 1865, he married Eva Trumpp of Rochester, New 
York. She was born at Wilstein, Wuertenburg, Germany, Oct. 6, 
1840, and came to the United States with her parents and two 
brothers. 

In the spring of 1866, the Janzens left Green Garden to serve a 
church at Cincinnati, Ohio. In the fall of 1869, Prof. and Mrs. 
Janzen accepted an invitation to return to the Green Garden church, 
as they were without a pastor. It was during Janzen's second 
pastorate at Green Garden that the church building was erected 
west of the Union cemetery. Prof. Janzen was employed by Henry 
Stassen as a carpenter while serving the church and helped build 
the meetinghouse. To supplement his income, Prof. Janzen taught 
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in the Green Garden country school where he first preached, for $40 
per month. 

In 1872 Prof. Janzen and Henry Stassen established the German 
Baptist Student Academy at Monee which thrived until 1876 when it 
closed due to financial difficulties. 

In 1877 through Prof. Janzen's efforts the Union Pacific railroad 
donated 80 acres of land to build a church in Ellsworth county, 
Kan., for the German Baptists who had purchased land in the area. 
Later when a new township was formed it was named Green Garden 
after Green Garden township, Will county, lll. 

Although Prof. Janzen spent some time in Kansas after the 
German Baptist Colony was formed, the family did not leave Monee 
and move to Kansas permanently until October, 1879. 

Prof. and Mrs. Janzen were the parents of nine children; four of 
whom were born in Green Garden township, and two in the village 
of Monee. 

Mrs. Janzen died Jan. 6, 1915; Prof. Janzen, May 28, 1928, at the 
age of 92 years. Both are buried in the cemetery of the German 
Baptist church at Lorraine, Kan. 

KOEPKE 

Christian Koepke was born in Bentzin, Mecklenburg, Germany, 
Dec. 2, 1840. In 1853 he came to the United States with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Koepke, who settled in Green Garden township. 
His parents were among the pioneer settlers of Will county. In 1864, 
Koepke married Wilhelmina Buethe, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Buethe. The Buethe family came to America in 1861 and 
settled in Crete township and in 1885 moved to Monee. Mrs. 
Koepke was born Apr. 19, 1842, in Austendorf, Kurfesten, Hessen, 
Germany. 

Koepke was associated with farming until 1869 when he moved to 
Monee and bought property on Chestnut street from Fred Miller 
and built the German House hotel, saloon, and billiard room which 
he conducted for 22 years, retiring in 1892. He then built a large 
home in Monee which today houses the Cliff Mikuce, Inc. 
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restaurant. In addition to his home in the village, he owned 460 
acres of land in Green Garden township. 

They had five children, of whom, two died in infancy. Doretta 
became the wife of Charles A. Kolstedt and died in 1892 at the age 
of 25 years. Lena was married to William Plagge of Monee; and 
William Koepke was proprietor of a general merchandising store in 
Peotone. 

Mrs. Koepke died Oct. 11, 1904; Mr. Koepke, Apr. 16, 1918. 

KOLSTEDT 

No history of the development of Monee would be complete 
without acknowledging John Kolstedt. He was born in 
Hesse-Kassel, Germany, May 22, 1836, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Kolstedt. John Kolstedt and his four brothers, George, 
Charles, Henry and William came to the United States with their 
parents and lived in Du Page county until 1869, when John and one 
of his brothers came to Monee bringing their parents with them. 
They purchased a farm from the lllinois Central railroad and John 
continued to farm until 1874 when he came to Monee. At that time 
he purchased the coal and lumber company of H. N. Dickson and J. 
W. Moore, who began the business in Monee in January, 1869. 
Dickson and Moore also had the agency in Monee to sell geared and 
belted separators for threshing grain called the "Sweepstakes;" 
patented Dec. 17, 1861, and manufactured by C. Aultman & Co. of 
Canton, Ohio. 

In 1861 John Kolstedt married Magdalena Ress, who was born in 
Germany, Mar. 22, 1840, and came to the United States with her 
sister in 1856, locating in Bloomington, TIl., where the Kolstedts 
were married. 

John Kolstedt became one of the leading businessmen of Monee 
and in 1903 helped organize the Eastern Will County State Bank and 
became its first president. He was a strong Republican and was 
recognized as one of the stalwart leaders in Will county. He was 
elected to the Lower House of the State Legislature and served one 
term. Known as "Honest John" he refused to run for a second term 
firmly believing that one term was enough for any man to serve. 
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Kolstedt died July 30, 1910; his wife, Aug. 30, 1925. 

The Kolstedts were parents of ten children. 

Charles Kolstedt, son of the John Kolstedts, succeeded his father 
in the coal and lumber business. He was born at Bloomingdale, 111., 
May 22. 1865, and married Doretta Koepke, daughter of Christ 
Koepke, born Feb. 22, 1867. Two children were born to them, 
Harvey and Mrs. William (Ruby) Guerner. Following the death of 
his wife, Aug. 15, 1892; he married Amanda Hessener of Chicago 
who was born Sept. 19, 1869. He died Nov. 14, 1909; his wife, July 
4, 1937. 

Harvey Kolstedt became associated with the lumber and coal 
business founded by his grandfather, John Kolstedt. In 1922 the 
grain, lumber, and coal bUSinesses of George S. Miller, August 
Schwiesow and the Kolstedt Lumber and Coal Co. consolidated 
under the name of the Monee Grain and Lumber Co. In 1954 the 
company was sold to Paul Reitveld, after Harvey Kolstedt operated 
the business for 45 years. Kolstedt was also a member of the Monee 
Fire Department for 43 years before retiring at the end of 1954. 

LEHMANN 

The name of Edward Carl Lehmann was associated for many 
years with civic affairs in the village. Lehmann was born June 16, 
1869, and his wife, Amelia Sebexen Lehmann, Apr. 20, 1871. They 
were married Apr. 20, 1892, in Mt. Carmel, Ohio, and made their 
home in Monee. In the spring of 1895 the hardware firm of Carl 
Pragst & Co., established in 1867, was purchased by Lehmann who 
was a nephew of Pragst. Lehmann conducted the business until 
March, 1920, when it was bought by Robert Merker of Chicago. 

Lehmann was serving as township supervisor and school director 
at the time of his death, Nov. I, 1936. Mrs. Lehmann died Jan. 15, 
1928. 

The Lehmanns had two daughters: Alma, who taught school for a 
number of years before becoming a nurse, graduating in 1921; and 
Elda, who, after 44 years in the teaching profession, retired in 1963. 
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MAUER
 

Christian L. Mauer, born in Wuertemberg, Germany, Oct. 6, 
1852, received his schooling and learned the trade of harness-mak
ing in his native country. At the age of 17 years he came to the 
United States and lived in Chicago until about 1874 when he came 
to Monee and conducted a harness shop for Adam Sachs for several 
years. 

He m~rried Wilhelmina Grundberger, Oct. 3, 1817. She was born 
May 12, 1855, in Monee township, the daughter of Dietrich and 
Sibella Grundberger. They moved to Chicago where Mauer 
continued in his trade for a number of years, later moving to 
Thornton, Ill., where he also operated a harness shop. On Jan. 27, 
1886, he purchased the harness business of John Koebele in Monee, 
located on Oak road, north of Ernst Smit's barbershop. Koebele 
moved to Burns, Kan., where he became the president of a bank. In 
September, 1895, Mauer bought the harness shop of William 
Vollrath at 13 Main street. The family lived in the rear of the 
building. He conducted the business until his death Mar. 4, 1920. 
Mrs. Mauer died Mar. 19, 1907. 

They had five children: Mrs. William (Amelia) Schannen, Miss 
Anna Mauer, Mrs. Alonzo (Zipporah) Struple, William Mauer, and a 
son who died in infancy. 

MILLER 

Simon Miller was one of the leading developers of the village of 
Monee. A native of Kaisers-Lautern, in the Province of Bavaria, 
Germany, he was born Oct. 9, 1834, and came to America with his 
parents, George and Veronika (Imhoff) Miller, in the spring of 1849. 
The family settled in Chicago. 

Simon, at the age of fifteen years, became an apprentice to learn 
the trade of a tin and coppersmith and worked at this vocation ten 
years. 

Mrs. Miller was Elizabeth Bepperling of Chicago, born Feb. 19, 
1840, in New York City; she came to Chicago with her parents, John 
and Johanna (Paul) Bepperling, in 1842. Mr. and Mrs. Miller were 
married on the latter's birthday in 1856. Due to ill health, Simon 
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Miller was advised to leave Chicago and in the early 1860's they 
moved to Richton Park, Ill., where Miller built the Richton House, 
and for three or four years was engaged as a hotel keeper. In 1867 
he came to Monee, and with Conrad Tatge and Augustus Herbert 
established a general merchandising business, and buying grain, 
under the firm of Tatge, Miller and Herbert. After 10 years Miller 
became sole owner of the business. In politics he was a solid 
Democrat and township supervisor, greatly admired by the Will 
county board of supervisors that he was elected in Monee, a 
Republican stronghold. 

In 1885 he purchased the August Shiffer home on Main street. In 
September, 1888, Miller retired and moved ba<:k to Chicago. 

He died July 3, 1902; Mrs. Miller, Jan. 11, 1922. 

George S. Miller, son of Simon and Elizabeth Miller, was born 
May 29, 1865, at Matteson and two years later his parents settled in 
Monee where he spent his boyhood. On Feb. 22, 1891, he married 
Francelia Kolstedt, born Mar. 30, 1868, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Kolstedt. George S. Miller followed the business pursuits 
of his father and lived above his store on Oak road before moving 
into the former home of his parents on Main street. In 1899 the 
home was remodeled. In the summer of 1904 he also remodeled the 
store and it was the first business place in the village to install a 
"Safety" gaslight plant for better lighting. 

On Aug. 9, 1898, the Millers became the parents of a son, 
Harold. The local newspaper announced the event thus: "If you 
happen to meet our mayor these days, you will notice a broader 
smile than usual caused by the arrival of a little boy at his home 
Monday." On Jan. 1, 1921, George Miller admitted his son, Harold, 
as a partner in the general store. 

George S. Miller was a businessman of Monee for 65 years at the 
time of his death, Aug. 17, 1948; Mrs. Miller died Oct. 8, 1960; and 
their son Harold, May 13, 1956. 

In 1962 George Rambo of Bradley purchased the Miller home 
which has since housed the Rambo Funeral Home. 
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OFFNER
 

Fred Offner, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Offner, was borl,l in rural 
Monee, July 12, 1884. Mrs. Offner, the former Minnie Wolf, was 
born Sept. 28, 1888, in Marion, Kan. At an early age she moved to 
Monee with her parents, Adam and Anna (Hagen) Wolf. The 
Offners were married Jan. 21, 1909, in Monee and resided on the 
Offner homestead south of Raccoon Grove. On June 26, 1920, Fred 
Offner bought the family homestead at public auction consisting of 
225 acres of which about 45 was timber. 

In 1936 the Offner family moved to Peotone where Mr. Offner 
established a museum in his home. In his bottle collection in excess 
of 5,000, of which there are no two alike, are two bottles from the 
old Monee pop bottling plant of Vatter & Mertz operated in the 
1880's. Included in Offner's hobby of collecting things are over 
1,000 cigar bands mounted in picture frames, Indian relics, old 
muskets, woods of the world, and many other articles of interest. 

Mrs. Offner died June 27. 1959; Mr. Offner, Mar. 1, 1969. 

They had a daughter, Mrs. Leo (Florence) Stender; and two sons, 
Elmer and Irvin. 

PAULING 

The first members of the Pauling family to move to Monee 
township were Mr. and Mrs. Friedirick Pauling. He was born in 
Germany, Aug. 14, 1818, and Mrs. Christina Bruns Pauling in 
Norttereber, Germany, July 24, 1829. In 1850 they came to America 
and resided at Dunkel's Grove, Ill., for two years. In 1852 they 
moved to a farm south of Monee and in 1875 purchased the farm 
from Christian Hellman. Consisting of 138 acres, the property was 
included in the original Raccoon Grove Indian Reservation granted 
to the daughters of Joseph and Marie Bailly in 1832. Prior to 
Pauling's purchase of the farm it changed hands several times: in 
1851 William Ogden bought it from the Bailly daughters, and 
shortly thereafter sold it to Christian Biermann; in 1864 Gottlieb 
Pray purchased the land from the Biermann heirs, who in turn sold 
it to Hellman in 1868. 

Friedirick Pauling died Aug. 27, 1893; his wife, July 9, 1914. 
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Henry Diedrich Pauling, son of the Friedirick Paulings, was born 
Feb. 23, 1852, in Monee. On his birthday in 1876 he married Marie 
Kolstedt, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Kolstedt, also of 
Monee township. She was born Jan. 26, 1856. They spent their 
entire lives on the Pauling homestead. Henry Pauling recalled in 
later years that there was a burial plot on the farm located on a hill 
on the north side of Pauling road across from Raccoon Grove Forest 
Preserve. 

Mrs. Pauling died Jan. 28, 1933; her husband, Aug. 28, 1934. 

They had four children: William, Mrs. Fred (Amelia) Gerloff, 
Albert and George. 

George, who remained on the homestead, was born Nov. 22, 
1891. He married Manetta Diercks, Oct. 17, 1915. She was born 
Dec. 19, 1893, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Diercks of 
Monee. George Pauling farmed the homestead until 1940 when it 
was purchased by Frank Huckins; in the mid-1940's he sold it to 
James Davis. 

From the homestead the Paulings moved to a farm on Schoenstedt 
road southeast of Monee where they resided until 1961 when the 
family moved into the village. 

George Pauling died July 4, 1966. 

Three children were born of their marriage: Bernice, who died in 
1928 at the age of 9 years; Myrtle, who died in 1962 at the age of 42 
years; and Willard, a local building contractor. 

PLAGGE 

Charles Plagge, one of the earliest pioneers of Monee, was born 
in Hannover, Germany, Aug. 5, 1836, and when he was four years 
of age his parents came to the United States and settled at Cottage 
Hill, now Elmhurst, Ill. At the age of 21 years he located in 
Manhattan township and years later recalled that half-starved 
wolves followed the furrows of his plow devouring the worms which 
were brought to the surface. 

On Oct. 29, 1858, he married Mary Claussen, a native of 
Frankfurt, Germany, born Dec. 2, 1839. 
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Farming under primitive conditions was not to Plagge's liking and 
in the early 1860's he moved to Monee and conducted a general 
merchandise store, and bought grain with marked success for over 
40 years. In 1888 Plagge built a new elevator, at that time one of 
the largest buildings of Monee. Plagge retired in 1901 and turned 
his business interests over to his sons, William, August and 
Edward. 

The elder Plagges moved to Harvey in May, 1901, where he died 
Aug. 25, 1921; Mrs. Plagge, Dec. 18, 1930. 

There were ten children in the family. 

William Plagge, son of the Charles Plagges, was born in 
Manhattan township, Jan. 1, 1862, and came to Monee soon 
thereafter with his parents. He married Lena Koepke, the daughter 
of Christ Koepke, Nov. 30, 1890. She was born Nov. 14, 1868. 

Plagge succeeded his father in the merchantile business and was 
president of the Monee State Bank for a number of years. 

Mrs. Plagge died Sept. 18, 1930; Mr. Plagge, Feb. 22, 1941. 

They were the parents of a son, Elmer; and two daughters, Mrs. 
Luella Woeltje and Mrs. Norma Hoffman. 

PLUMHOFF 

Louis Plumhoff was born in Ravenna, Mich., Mar. 4, 1874, and 
moved to Matteson, Ill., with his parents in 1884. On July 26, 1896, 
he married Dora Seeman, who was born Sept. 20, 1878, in Chicago, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Seeman. 

The couple lived in Chicago ten years and moved to Monee in 
1906. Louis Plumhoff assisted his brother, Charles, in operating a 
small cigar manufacturing shop in Monee where they made fine 
Havana and domestic brands. Louis served as village policeman 
from 1914 to 1935. His constant companion, as he patrolled the 
streets, was a large St. Bernard dog by the name of "Rover." 

Mr. Plumhoff died Jan. 23, 1960; Mrs. Plumhoff, Dec. 15, 1962. 
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They were the parents of three children: Mrs. Marcus (Della) 
Sellmyer, Harvey and Howard. 

ROSENBROCK 

Henry Rosenbrock, son of Henry Rosenbrock Sr. and Anna 
(Peters) Rosenbrock, was born in Green Garden township, May 9, 
1884. On Sept. 10, 1910, he married Bertha Bohlander, a native of 
Monee. She was born July 30, 1886, the daughter of the William 
Bohlanders and granddaughter of the Jacob Vatters, pioneer settlers 
of Monee. Mr. and Mrs. Rosenbrock had the distinction of being the 
first bridal party driven to St. Paul's Evangelical Church in an 
automobile. 

Mrs. Rosenbrock taught in the area country schools for five years 
before her marriage and later became well-known for her original 
poems and addresses delivered for friends and relatives on special 
occasions. In 1967 she had some of these published into a book. 

The Rosenbrocks farmed in the north Peotone area after their 
marriage and in 1920 moved to her father's farm in the northeastern 
part of Monee township. In January, 1930, they moved to Monee 
where Rosenbrock opened a shoe repair and harness shop in the 
Backus building on Oak road. Two years later they moved their shop 
to Peotone, and continued to operate the business until 1953 when 
Mr. Rosenbrock retired. 

In 1960 they observed their Golden Wedding anniversary. Mr. 
Rosenbrock died Jan. 7, 1968; Mrs. Rosenbrock, Jan. 27, 1973. 

SANDER 

Many of the pictures of the village of Monee of yesteryears were 
taken by Fred W. Sander, local photographer for twenty-two years. 
One of his most prized photographs was that of the Ziemer mill 
taken in 1895. 

Sander was born in Wurtzburn, Bavaria, Mar. 10, 1853. At the 
age of 13 years he came to America and for a number of years lived 
in New York, later moving to Chicago. He married Laura Schneider 
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of Chicago, Jan. 10, 1892. She was born Mar. 21, 1867, in Germany. 

Millinery 
Display 

A !:"fantl dl~l 13y or aliI hat i. newest 
a.nd mostd ~I"lble lnslyllsh millinery', 
a.t less tha.n elsewhere. There :Lre 
new shalle~ :Llld !rlflo"allons \I hich we 
know )'011 will liI'e. 

Ioivery h3.1 h re h:l8 been a. lOa.tter 
of pa.rticular selection. 

MRS. SANDER 
Monee, Ill. 

The Monee Review--April 4, 1913. 
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In April, 1895, the Sanders came to Monee where he engaged in 
the photographic, jewelry and confectionery business until his death 
May 25, 1917. Mrs. Sander also operated a millinery shop, first at 
her home at 21 Court street and later at 14 E. Main street. About a 
year after her husband's death, Mrs. Sander disposed of the 
business enterprises, and moved with her son, Paul, to Roseland, 
IlL, in October, 1919. 

Mrs. Sander died July 27, 1924. 

SCHANNEN 

Christian Schannen, a native of Switzerland, settled in section 29 
of Monee township in 1875 where he purchased the Bernard 
Sheridan farm. At that time the Sheridan family moved to a farm in 
Iowa. Mrs. Christian Schannen, the former Charlotte Ginter, was 
born in Hannover, Germany, Jan. 3, 1835, the daughter of Charles 
and Friedericka Ginter. She came to America with her parents in 
1864, the family locating in Bensenville. Following the death of her 
first husband, Henry Schlemme, she married Christian Schannen. In 
1895 they moved to Peotone where she died Nov. 7, 1900. 

They were the parents of two sons: William and Edward. 

William Schannen was born Aug. 12, 1877, in Monee. On Sept. 
18, 1898, he married Amelia Mauer, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Christian Mauer. Mrs. Schannen was born in Chicago,May 20, 1879. 

In 1924 William Schannen purchased his father's farm. The 
Schannens lived their entire lives in the Monee vicinity and in 1940, 
he retired from active work. 

Mr. Schannen died Aug. 30, 1950; Mrs. Schannen, May 3, 1965. 

One daughter was born of their marriage, Mrs. Arthur (Irene) 
Janssen. 

SCHIFFER 

Mr. and Mrs. August Schiffer, both natives of Germany, came to 
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the United States in 1855 and to Monee in 1858. Schiffer purchased 
the Dutton general store, established in 1853, and also built a grain 
elevator in 1865. 

August Schiffer home, 106 E. Main, built In 1858. 

Mrs. Schiffer was a sister of Carl Schurz who served in the 
cabinet of President Rutherford B. Hayes as Secretary of Interior. 
The Carl Schurz family were frequent visitors in Monee as his 
parents made their home for a period with August Schiffer. Carl 
Schurz died at his home in New York in 1907. 

Otto Schiffer, youngest son of the August Schiffers, was born in 
Monee in 1867 and when 18 years of age accompanied his uncle, 
Edmund Jussen, to Vienna, Austria, where Jussen served as consul 
during the first Cleveland administration. Later Otto Schiffer 
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returned to Chicago, and in 1898 moved to California where he died 
at Los Angeles, June 10, 1900. 

In 1885 August Schiffer -sold his property to Simon Miller and 
moved to Chicago where he was employed as a clerk in a brewery. 

Both of the elder Schiffers died in Chicago; she, Aug. 11, 1908, 
and her husband, May 23, 1910. 

SCHOENSTEDT 

One of early Monee's wealthiest citizens was Christoph 
Schoenstedt, born Jan. 30, 1837, in Urbach, Thueringen, Germany, 
the son of Fred and Fredericke (Wilke) Schoenstedt. He obtained a 
good education in Germany and sailed for the United States at the 
age of 17 years. Following seven weeks aboard ship he arrived at 
New York, June 28, 1854, and made his way westward to Chicago. 
Here he saw bodies being carried out of a hotel--victims of cholera-
and decided city life was not for him and made his way to Blue 
Island, TIL, and found employment as a farm laborer at ten dollars 
per month. He afterward hired out for three years to learn the 
wagonmaker's trade, earning $50 the first year; $75 the second 
year; and $110 the third year. While thus employed, he often played 
the clarionet and cornet with an orchestra, for he was a good 
musician, and in this way he frequently made as high as $15 per 
week. 

While still in Blue Island he married Louisa Gantz on Mar. 5, 
1859. She was a native of the Province of Saxony, Germany, born 
May 17, 1839, and came to America in 1853. 

The same month of their marriage the Schoenstedts came to 
Monee where he formed a partnership with Frederick Schroeder, a 
blacksmith, and manufactured wagons. Schoenstedt erected a large 
building on Mill street, then the business district of Monee, where 
he and Schroeder made wagons from 1859·65, when the latter 
bought a farm in Green Garden township and later moved to 
Peotone where he operated a merchantile establishment for 30 years 
until his death in 1899. Schoenstedt continued to manufacture 
wagons until 1875 and then engaged in the implement business 
which was then in its infancy, and continued this business until Feb. 
1, 1890, when he retired. His last year of wagon-making totaled an 
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output of 105 handmade vehicles and some of them remained in use 
for a quarter of a century. He assembled the wagons on ground 
level and when completed stored them on the second floor of his 
factory hoisting them up in a wooden elevator run by pullies and 
ropes. In the early 1880's this building was moved to the northwest 
corner of Main and Chestnut streets and in 1947 it was bought by 
Emil and Louis Buchmeier who took it down and used the lumber to 
build their homes. 

In later years Schoenstedt also engaged in the real estate business 
and in loaning money. He was one of Monee's most pUblic-spirited 
citizens and helped in many ways the development of the village. 
He was proud of the fact that he voted for Abraham Lincoln and was 
a staunch Republican thereafter. 

He died Mar. 2, 1908; his wife, July 30, 1919. 

The Schoenstedts had two daughters, Mrs. Diedrich (Anna) 
Schenke, and Louise, who died at the age of 12 years; and five sons, 
Fred, Otto, Lorenz, August, and Rudolph who died in infancy. 

The estate of Christoph Schoenstedt was sold at public auction 
Dec. 10, 1919, at the Eastern Will County State Bank. The 189-acre 
farm, one-half mile east of Monee, was bought by Edward Gorman 
for $31,425; and Fred Schoenstedt, one of the heirs, purchased all 
the remaining property, including the homestead located at 221 
Compass lane, the store building and lots, and 10 acres of timber in 
Raccoon Grove. 

This sale closed the history of the Schoenstedt family in Monee. 

SCHWIESOW 

August F. Schwiesow, son of Henry and Mary (SchIemann) 
Schwiesow, was born Sept. 20, 1875, in Peotone. His parents were 
both natives of vermany; his father came to America to avoid 
conscription into the German army. 

At the age of 27 years, August Schwiesow moved to Monee where 
he lived the remainder of his life. On Mar. 1, 1903, he married 
Anna Harms. She was born Nov. 21, 1879, in Green Garden 
township, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Harms. 

328 



Schwiesow operated a grain elevator for 44 years and took a 
prominent interest in all civic affairs. For ten years (1905-15) 
Schwiesow brothers, August and John, were proprietors of a dance 
and recreation hall, and a livery stable. 

August Schwiesow died June 7, 1947; Mrs. Schwiesow, Mar. 8, 
1959. 

They had a daughter, Mrs. George (Leona) Waldvogel; and four 
sons, Randall, Leslie, Clarence and Lea. 

SMIT 

Ernst Smit, better known as "Barber Smit," was born in Green 
Garden township, Feb. 11, 1875, the son of John and Anna (Bernau) 
Smit. He came to Monee in 1892 and opened a barbershop. On Feb. 
20, 1907, he married Helena Devine, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Devine of Chicago. She was born May 19, 1876, and died 
Feb. 13, 1930. 

Barber Smit had his first shop on Oak road north of Sonneborn's 
store. In the Monee Review of Jan. 12, 1906, he placed the 
following advertisement: 

E. L. SMIT
 
Tonsorial Shop--Barber work in the best styles.
 

Agent for the Columbia Laundry, Joliet, Ill.
 
Beginning the first Tuesday in January, I will
 

send away the basket every two weeks. The next
 
shipment will be January 16. Don't forget your
 

laundry and don't forget that the Columbia
 
Laundry does the best work.
 

I can please you. Call and see me.
 

Monee.... Ill.
 

In October, 1936, Smit purchased the old Robert Merker hardware 
store building on Main street where he continued business until 
retirement in 1963. To patronize his "cronies" he opened his shop 
on Sunday mornings so they could get a shave and discuss local 
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Smith's Barbershop on Oak Road, 1906. Left to right: George Gebhardt, Henry 
Herbst, Ernst Smit and George Miller. 

Courtesy of Miss Clara Smlt 

issues before going to church. He was active in CIVIC affairs and 
joined the fire department in 1898 and served as village president 
twice (1919-23 and 1927-35). 

One of the last old settlers who remembered Monee in its hey
day, Barber Smit died Apr. 24, 1965. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smit had three children: Alice, who died in 1930, 
Clara and Edwin. 

SONNEBORN 

George Sonneborn Sr., a native of Ballenberg, Germany, was born 
Aug. 28, 1816. He came to the United States in 1850 and located in 
Baltimore, Md. He was a tailor by trade and remained in Baltimore 
until 1861 when he came to Monee, making his home for a brief 
period with his wife's family. Mrs. Sonneborn, the former Katherina 
Bischel, was born Mar. 2, 1823, in the Province of Westphalia, 
Germany. The Sonneborns were married in Baltimore in 1851, 
shortly after Mrs. Sonneborn arrived from Germany. 
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Sonneborn spent six years in Cook county, TIL, where he worked 
at his trade and also as a clerk in a store. In 1867 the family 
returned to Monee, where Sonneborn established a clothing and 
tailoring business. In 1875 he bought the store of Enos Minister, 
located at the northeast corner of Main street and Oak road. He was 
a pioneer in the tailoring trade in Monee and continued this line of 
work until his death Mar. 29, 1892. Mrs. Sonneborn died May 25, 
1904. 

They had two sons, George Jr. and John, both born in Baltimore. 

The older son, George Jr., was born May 15, 1853. He attended 
school in Monee and in 1868 he became a postal clerk, a position he 
held until 1871, leaving to work in a general store in Chicago. In 
1877 he returned to Monee and took charge of his father's store, 
admitting Edo R. Freese as a partner. Freese remained for twelve 
years and then opened his own general store. John Sonneborn, born 
Dec.15, 1855, also worked in a store in Chicago for eight years and 
when Freese left, he entered in business with his brother, the store 
operating under the name of G. Sonneborn and Sons. In April, 1895, 
Sonneborn brothers moved the old store building to the rear of their 
property and carpenter Henry Hoffman and his crew raised a new 
building on May 29 of that year. The brothers conducted the 
business until the death of John, Jan. 18, 1936. In September, 1936, 
Mrs. Carrie Brockmiller purchased the building and lots and the 
Brockmiller family have operated a store on the premises ever since. 

George Sonneborn Jr. married Charlotte Bischel, Dec. 9, 1877. 
She was born in Germany, July 3, 1860, the daughter of Henry and 
Charlotte (Shilling) Bischel, early settlers of Monee township. 

Four of their children grew to adulthood: Mrs. Ewald (Lydia) 
Loehr, Rev. Henry Sonneborn, Roscoe Sonneborn, and Rev. George 
Sonneborn; two children died in ~hildhood. 

Mrs. Sonneborn died Aug. 7, 1921; Mr. Sonneborn died Apr. 16, 
1943, at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Loehr, at Wauwatosa, Wis. 

John Sonneborn married Emma Kolstedt, the daughter of John 
and Magdalena Kolstedt, on Dec. 15, 1884. She was born June 1, 
1863. 

He died Jan. 18, 1936; Mrs. Sonneborn, Nov. 6, 1951. 

331 



They were the parents of a daughter, Mrs. Fred (Leola) Emde. 

STASSEN
 

Henry Stassen was born Sept. 9, 1835, to Becke Margaretha 
(Heicken) Stassen and Johann Hinrich Stassen, in Jever, 
Oldenburgischen, Germany. He was one of seven children. His 
father was an architect and Henry learned the building trade while 
assisting his father. In the spring of 1854, to avoid conscription into 
the German army, Henry Stassen sailed to America and on June 1 
landed at New York. He arrived in Green Garden township June 8 
where he made his home. 

Mrs. Henry Stassen, the former Dora Dressler, was born in 
Loehnzen, near Gottinger, Hannover, Germany, Oct. 7, 1840, the 
daughter of Charlotte (Brandt) Dressler and August Dressler. Her 
father died in 1847 and her mother migrated to America with her 
two children, William and Dora. In 1849 Charlotte Dressler married 
John Housinger and the family settled in Raccoon Grove. They lived 
with the Indians while a log house was constructed on property they 
purchased from the Indian Reservation. 

On July 20, 1859, Henry Stassen was united in marriage to Dora 
Dressler. They moved to the Stassen homestead in Green Garden 
township, known as "Shadynook," where they spent the remainder 
of their lives. 

Henry Stassen and Professor E. C. Janzen founded the German 
Baptist Student Academy in Monee in 1872. In 1877 Stassen and 
Janzen were instrumental in establishing a German Baptist Colony 
in Ellsworth, Kan., and the German Baptist Church of Green 
Garden, Kan., named for Green Garden, lll. During these years 
Stassen was a successful immigration land agent for the Santa Fe, 
Rock Island, and lllinois Central railroads. 

Mrs. Stassen died Sept. 13, 1907; Mr. Stassen, Dec. 6, 1917. Both 
are buried in the Union cemetery in Green Garden township. 

They were the parents of five sons: John, Henry J., Wilhelm, 
Albert and Arthur; and seven daughters; Mrs. Herman (Becke) 
Schroeder, Mrs. Gustav (Wilhelmina) Schroeder, Mrs. Charles 
(Johanna) Hinrichs, Mrs. John (Augusta) Dressler, Mrs. Rudolf 
(Dora) Rolfs, Mrs. Henry (Dina) Hinrichs, and Charlotte Stassen. 
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Two of the Stassen sons, William and Albert, remained in the 
Green Garden and Monee area. William H. Stassen was born Aug. 
12, 1876. He married Mayme Souter, Nov. 20, 1915. Civic-minded, 
he served as justice of the peace, constable and game waraen and 
spent some years farming. He enjoyed walking and this was his sole 
means of transportation much of the time. Mrs. Stassen died in 
1929; Mr. Stassen, Mar. 7, 1969. They had three children. 

Albert Stassen, twin brother of Charlotte, was born Sept. 28, 
1881. He married Euphemia Barrett of Chicago Heights, June 25, 
1913. She was born May 26, 1892. The Albert Stassens resided on a 
farm north of Raccoon Grove, known as "Wayside Meadows," until 
November, 1934, when, due to Mr. Stassen's health, the family 
moved to Grand Junction, Colo. Mr. Stassen died Apr. 7, 1948. A 

. son and four daughters were born of their marriage. 

STRUVE 

William Struve was borfi in Brunswick, Germany, Dec. 16, 1832. 
In 1848 he came to America with his parents; his father having died 
on the ocean trip, his mother proceeded to Sheboygan, Wis., where 
the family had friends. In less than a year, his mother died. When 
18 years of age William Struve went west to the Mississippi river 
and for two or three years engaged in buying lumber and selling it 
to steamboat captains. He found this to be quite profitable and 
when 21 years of age returned to Sheboygan and sold his property, 
after which, he bought lumber which he shipped by vessel to 
Chicago and thence over the Illinois Central railroad which had just 
been completed 'through Monee. In Monee he established his first 
lumberyard south of the village between Mill street and Bruns road 
on the west side of the railroad. He likewise bought lots in the 
village and bought and sold farms, and in his real estate 
manipulations, as well as in his commercial interests, met with 
success. 

In July, 1862, he answered the call for volunteers to aid 
suppressing the rebellion, and enlisted in Co. D., 82nd Ill. Vol. Inf., 
known as Hecker's regiment. He participated in the memorable 
march to the sea. 

On June 4, 1857, Struve married Rosamond Van Jordens who was 
born near Desse1dorf, Germany, Jan. 25, 1837. When 12 years of 
age she came to America, her family settling in Manitowoc, Wis. 
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About 1870 Struve moved to Beecher, which had just been 
established following the building of the Chicago and Eastern 
Illinois railroad. Here he established a lumberyard and conducted it 
for 25 years before turning the business over to his son, Arthur 
Struve, who was born in Monee, June 11, 1870. 

William Struve died Dec. 1, 1894. 

STUENKEL 

The Stuenkel family had their roots primarily in Hannover, 
Germany. Here Johann Heinrich Stuenkel and Margareta Stuenkel 
were born; he in 1789 and she in 1788; as well as their eight 
children. Several of the children came to the United States in 1849; 
the parents and remaining children came a year later. The family 
entered at New Orleans and came up the Mississippi and Des 
Plaines rivers to what is now Addison, Ill., then a mere prairie. 

Johann Heinrich Stuenkel Jr., the oldest son, born Nov. 28, 1813, 
and his wife, Catharina, born July 10, 1820, upon their arrival in 
1850 bought 160 acres of land in Carey (Monee) township near the 
Cook county line. Their oldest son, Heinrich, born Jan. 10, 1844, 
was six years old when he accompanied his parents to America. 
They lived in a log cabin one and a half years before they built a 
seven-room house. In the "History of the Stuenkel Family" their 
granddaughters, Francelia and Selma Stuenkel relate: "The living 
room of the old house overlooked the open prairie and along the 
horizon the trains of the I.C.R.R. crept along and the sunsets were 
in full view." 

The Stuenkel family were among the charter members of the 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Missouri Synod and 
in 1852 were instrumental in establishing the Immanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at Sauk trail and Cicero avenue. The original 
church was built in 1855. 

Heinrich Stuenkel married Dorothea Hassberg, born July 22, 
1851, at Coopers Grove near Homewood, Ill. He became a 
prosperous farmer and owner of 700 acres of land, on which there 
was at one time five hand-dug wells. He was also an opportunist 
and successful businessman. (See Illinois Central Railroad--Stuen
kels' Crossing.) 
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Heinrich Stuenkel died Jan. 8, 1904, and his widow remained on 
the farm with her children for several years. A son, Henry, took 
over the operation of the farm and in later years moved to South 
Bend, Ind. The mother, Dorothea Stuenkel, and her five daughters 
moved into the vacant store building which was remodeled into a 
home. Mrs. Stuenkel died Aug. 21, 1950. 

The Heinrich Stuenkels had two sons, Henry and Gotthold; and 
eight daughters, Mrs. G. C. (Alvina) Brauns, Mrs. H. (Mary 
Hehman, Mrs. J. F. (Lillie) Doescher, Mrs. Lon (Rosina) Oreair, and 
the Misses Ella, Selma, Lydia and Francelia Stuenkel. 

TUCKER 

One of the foremost farmers and stock-breeders, occupying large 
acreage in sections 25 and 26 of Monee township, was Thomas 
Tucker. He was born Sept. 27, 1831, near Shasberry, Dorchester, 
England, the son of Luke and Sarah Tucker. His father, a farmer in 
early life, later became a collector of tithes for the church. Thomas 
came to America with his father, a widower, in 1844, arriving in 
Syracuse, N.Y., on the Fourth of July. 

Thomas Tucker farmed in Syracuse until 1858 when he came to 
Chicago with his brother, Stephen, and they engaged in the 
slaughter of cattle. In the spring of 1863 he came to Monee 
township where he acquired valuable property amounting to 480 
acres and reared Hereford cattle, importing some of his herd from 
England. He also was interested in raising Hambletonian horses. 

On May 3, 1860, Tucker married Anna Shevlin who was born in 
County Donegal, Ireland, the daughter of Charles and Ann 
(Gollahar) Shevlin. She came to the United States in 1859. 

Their marriage resulted in a family of nine children. 

Mrs. Tucker died Dec. 23, 1915; her husband, Aug. 9, 1916. They 
are buried at St. Anne's cemetery, Richton Park, lll. 
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VATTER 

One early settler who literally helped build Monee from a prairie 
to a thriving community was Jacob Vatter, a carpenter by trade. He 
was born in Bavaria, Germany, Nov. 5, 1834, and came to Monee or 
what was then known as Carey township in 18S5 and built his own 
home in the village the same year. 

On Mar. 24, 1856, Vatter married Mary Ann Mammoser, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Mammoser. She was born July 
18, 1838, near Strassbourg, in Alsace-Lorraine, and as a girl of 13 
came with her parents to the United States and settled in Thorn 
Grove. 

Many homes, churches, schoolhouses, and business places in 
Monee, as well as, surrounding communities were built by Vatter. 
He was active in politics and was justice of the peace from 1894 
until his death Sept. 24, 1908. 

Mrs. Vatter continued to live in the family home at 10 Locust 
place until five years before her death which occurred in May, 1928. 

The Vatters had ten children, of whom, Rose was the youngest, 
born Jan. 19. 1879. After teaching six years in rural schools, she 
attended State Teachers' College at De Kalb from which she 
graduated in 1904. She taught for 36 years at the James Wadsworth 
school in Chicago and retired in January, 1944, and died Apr. 10 the 
same year. She resided in Chicago during the school term and spent 
her summer months in the family home in Monee. 

The Vatter homestead was sold at an administrator's sale at the 
courthouse in Joliet, Aug. 31, 1945, and was purchased by Emmert 
Mueller who moved into the residenct in January, 1946. 

VEHRS 

Hans Henry Vehrs was born in Graushom, Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany, May 11, 1840. He came to the United States in 1869 and 
visited for a while with an aunt near Sherbenville, Ind., after which 
he went to Peotone where he worked until 1874 when he moved to 
Monee. On July 12 of that year he married Margaret Meier, who 
was born May 7, 1855. 
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He first worked as a carpenter and later operated a hotel and 

saloon in Monee until 1895 when he leased the business and moved 
to his farm south of the village, known as the "Gold Medal Stock 
Farm." This was the original Augustus Herbert farm. From 1905-08 
the Vehrs' farm was the site of the Monee fairs. 

Vehrs died Jan. 29, 1915, and in February, 1916, his daughter, 
Mrs. Otto (Anna) Engelke, became proprietress of the hotel. 

Mrs. Vehrs died Jan. 13, 1923. 

There were three sons in addition to Mrs. Engelke: August, Otto, 
and Edward. 

WEHRLI 

Jacob Wehrli was born Feb. 7, 1830, in Switzerland and came to 
Monee in 1858. On Feb. 10, 1862, he married Cathrina Heisner, 
born July 20, 1833, in Germany. He was an early blacksmith in the 
village. 

He died Feb. 19, 1901; his wife, Apr. 19, 1914. 

Jacob Wehrli standing in the doorway of his blacksmith shop on Chestnut Street. 

Courtesy of Waldemar Wehrli 

337 



\ 

Andrew, son of the Jacob Wehrlis, was born July 23, 1864, in 
Monee. He married Bertha Engelke, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Friedrich Engelke, on Dec. 26, 1892. She came with her parents 
from Chicago to Monee at an early age and resided in the village 
until her death Aug. 9, 1946. 

Andrew Wehrli followed the trade of his father. In May, 1911, he 
purchased the John Rampke dwelling and lots on Chestnut street. 
The blacksmith shop stood south of his home and for years the ring 
of Wehrli's anvil was a familiar sound in Monee and was heard 
many hours each day. No doubt Longfellow pictured a man such as 
Wehrli standing beside a flaming forge when he wrote his famous 
poem "The Village Blacksmith." Wehrli may not have stood "under 
a spreading chestnut tree," but his shop was located on Chestnut 
street and many a young boy stopped on his way past to watch a 
horse being shod. Wehrli spent his entire lifetime in Monee except 
for the last year and a half when he resided with a son, Waldemar, 
in St. Louis, Mo. He died Apr. 5, 1948. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wehrli: Allen, 
Waldemar, Andrew and Erma. 

WOLF 

George Wolf was born in Rotenburg-Hessen, Germany, Nov. 16, 
1862, and came to the United States at the age of 19 years. He 
married Alvina Harms, Feb. 18, 1896. She was born Sept. 9, 1871, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Harms. 

For many years, Wolf engaged in farming and moved to the 
village in 1924 and served as sexton at St. Paul's Evangelical 
Church and caretaker of the adjoining cemetery. 

He died May 28, 1949; his wife, Apr. 17, 1959. 

Four sons were born of their marriage: Harvey, Louis, Edo and 
Raymond; and a daughter, Mrs. Harold (Frances) Egdorf. 
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ZIEMER
 

Herman Ziemer was born in Macklenburg, Germany, Jan. 8, 
1846. His wife, Sophia Wolf, was also a native of Germany, born 
Sept. 19, 1845. They were married Sept, 19, 1872, in Germany and 
shortly thereafter came to the United States, settling first at 
Wheaton, Ill. 

In 1874 Ziemer purchased the Monee grist mill, built by 
Schlauder and Schroeder in 1870, and conducted the business until 
1900 when he sold it to F. W. Heck. 

Herman Ziemer died unexpectedly on the Illinois Central depot 
platform in Monee on Aug. 20, 1902. Mrs. Ziemer died Oct. 15, 
1920. 

The Ziemers had two children: Herman Jr., and Mrs. William 
(Elsie) Mauer. 

ZIRZOW 

John Zirzow was born in Germany, Feb. 3, 1837, and in 1860 
came to the United States and worked in Du Page county until he 
enlisted in the Union Army, Nov. 5, 1861. He served as a private in 
Co. I, 105th Ill. Vol. Inf. until the end of the war. 

After his honorable discharge he came back to Illinois and on Jan. 
30, 1867, married Sophia Wilke, born Jan. 30, 1844. Soon after their 
marriage they came to Monee where he engaged in farming and in 
1883 purchased a farm in Will township on which they resided until 
their deaths, Mrs. Zirzow's occurring Mar. 25, 1892; Mr. Zirzow 
died May 13, 1919. He was the last surviving Civil War veteran in 
the Monee vicinity and was given a military funeral and is buried in 
St. Paul's cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zirzow were parents of nine children: John, 
William, Albert, Fred, Herman, Ida, Martha, Sophia and Lena. 
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Monee Senior Citizens Fellowship organized in September, 1964. Standing, left to 
right: Peter Lorenzson, Fred HolI, Henry Mueller, Rev. Alfred Klumb, Mrs. 
Blanche Klumb and Mrs. Landmeier. Third row, left to right: Mrs. Leola Emde, 
Mrs. Clara HolI, Mrs. Sophia Harmening, Mrs. Martha Mueller, Mrs. Amanda 
Jacobs, Mrs. Clara Mueller, Mrs. Katherine Harms, Mrs. Annie Kline, Mrs. Frieda 
Wagner, Mrs. Lydia Zirzow, Mrs. Emma Yando, Mrs. Olga Kannberg and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Becker. Second row, left to right: Mrs. Anna Triem, Mrs. Carrie Sinkler, 
Mrs. Lillian Buchmeier, Mrs. Frieda Behrens, Mrs. Anna Smith, Mrs. Marie 
Vollrath and Mrs. Martha Bischel. Front row, left to right: Herman Kannberg, vice 
president; Mrs. Mildred IIlgen, president Mrs. Minnie Felten, secretary; Mrs. 
Elsie Brockmann, treasurer; Mrs. Maude Nuder, birthday chairman; Mrs. Manetta 
Pauling, historian; and Miss June Landmeier, who helped organize the group.
Taken Oct. 22, 1964. 

Courtesy of Russell Printing Co. 
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