WIL L C O UN T Y H IS T O R IC P RES ERV A TIO N C O M MIS S IO N
HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION
STAFF REPORT

CASE NUMBER: HPC 16-03
DATE: May 20, 2016

GENERAL INFORMATION
APPLICANT: Ann Marie Manning-Nagel
ADDRESS OF APPLICANT: P.O. Box 681, Peotone, IL 60468
DATE RECEIVED: 5/16/2016
DATE FILED: 5/20/2016
REQUESTED ACTION: Nomination as a Will County Landmark
SITE ADDRESS: 5162 W. Court St., Monee, IL 60449
PROPERTY OWNER: Village of Monee
PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS: 5130 W. Court St., Monee, IL 60449
TAX/P.I.N. NUMBER: 21-14-21-120-001-0000
COMMON NAME: Monee Creamery
HISTORIC NAME: Monee Creamery
APPROXIMATE AGE: c. 1870s/140 years old
NUMBER OF BUILDINGS NOMINATED: 1
NUMBER OF BUILDINGS/STRUCTURES ON SITE: 5
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: OUT LOT 1 & OUT LOT 2 IN WILSON'S ADDN TO MONEE, IN THE E1/2 NW1/4 OF
SEC 21, T34N-R13E.
STAFF ANALYSIS/FINDINGS
1. The applicant is seeking historic landmark certification for the property historically known as the
Monee Creamery.
2.

3.

The nomination has been submitted by Ann Marie Manning-Nagel, Will County Historic Preservation
Commission Secretary and President of the Monee Historical Society.

The Village of Monee is listed by the Will County Supervisor of Assessments as the responsible party of
P.I.N. 21-14-21-120-001-0000.

4. The nominated site is located in the Village of Monee within Monee Township.

5. Staff conducted a site inspection on June 3, 2016. The nominated building appears to be in good
condition.
6.

According to the Will County Historic Preservation Ordinance, Article III, Section 3, landmark nomination
eligibility requires the nominated property to meet at least one (1) of the twelve (12) criteria as
outlined in the Ordinance. Eight (8) of the twelve criteria as set forth in the Will County Historic
Preservation Ordinance were applied to the subject nomination. Staff supported six (6) of the eight
criteria (Please see attached nomination form with Statement of Significance for detailed historical
background).
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The criteria are as follows:

(III)(4)(a) It has character, interest, or value which is part of the development, heritage, or
cultural characteristics of a local community, the county, state, or the nation.
Staff supports this criterion.

The Village of Monee was platted in 1853 in anticipation of the Illinois Central Railroad cutting through
which occurred one year later in 1854 (Monee Township History by Daniel Seggebruch). The Monee
Cheese Factory, now commonly referred to as the Monee Creamery, was established one quarter mile
away from the railroad tracks in the mid to late 1800s. The exact construction date of the creamery is
unknown. Staff completed research at the Will County Recorder, in historic directories, atlases, and in
census records in an effort to find a more exact construction date but was only able to solidify a range,
1870s-1890s. Staff’s findings and analysis are below.

The Monee Cheese Factory’s history begins on April 1, 1864, when John C. Wilson purchased the
property where the creamery now stands from Isaiah and Julia Remington (Will County Recorder of
Deeds, book 83, page 237). Wilson subdivided the property into parcels, known as “Wilson’s Addition to
Monee,” creating outlots 1 and 2, the creamery’s legal property description (Will County Recorder of
Deeds, book 90, page 349). On May 5, 1868, John C. Wilson and his wife Cordelia sold outlot 1 to Mary
Schuchhardt (Will County Recorder of Deeds, book 108, page 235). Outlot 1 is the vacant rear lot behind
the creamery structure. Outlot 2 was sold on July 20, 1870. By that time, John C. Wilson had passed
away, naming his wife and Alman Miller as the executors of his estate. Miller and Cordelia Wilson sold
lot 2 (note, not called “outlot” but stated to be roughly 5 acres so assumed to be outlot 2) to Frederick
Smith (Will County Recorder of Deeds, book 120, page 497). Smith, also called Schmidt, sold the lot five
years later to Dietrich Grundberger on March 1, 1875 (Will County Recorder of Deeds, book 161, page
83). Grundberger sold the lot to F.D. Lange in 1877 (Will County Recorder of Deeds, book 179, page
127) who then gave Grundberger a mortgage for the property on February 1, 1887 (Will County
Recorder of Deeds, book 243, page 54). This transfer of property is unclear and is the last mention of lot
2 in the historic Will County Recorder microfilm.
Staff estimates that the Monee Cheese Factory would have been established after the 1865 property
subdivision, likely under Schmidt or Grundberger ownership in the 1870s. However, Grundberger may
have mortgaged the property in 1887 to finance the construction of the building, but this is
unsubstantiated. Both the Schuchhardt (outlot 1) and Grundberger families are listed in the 1880
Census. Grundberger, age 69, is a retired farmer (his farm is located in section 34 of Monee Township)
and Schuchhardt is listed as “keeping house” and her husband Godfrey as a “laborer” (Heritage Quest
accessed June 27, 2016). In the 1870 Census Godfrey is listed as a blacksmith but is not mentioned in
the 1873 Atlas (Heritage Quest accessed June 27, 2016). Staff was unable to correlate the Schmidt,
Schuchhardt, Grundberger, or Lange names with cheese making.

The first mention of a cheese factory or creamery in the Village of Monee is in an 1868 promotional
brochure for the Illinois Central Railroad. “In the township several new farms have been recently
opened, and two cheese-factories have been established, which make into cheese the milk of three
hundred cows” (from Guide to the Illinois Central Railroad Lands: 800,000 Acres of the Best Farming
Lands, For Sale by the Illinois Central Railroad Company, in Tracts to Suit Purchasers, and at Low Prices,
Chicago: Land Department, Illinois Central Railroad Company, 1868). It is unknown where these cheese
factories were located in Monee or if one of them is indeed the subject of this nomination. The next
mention of cheese making comes from the 1873 Will County Atlas. John Rimbach is listed as the only
cheese maker in Monee Township and in the Monee Business Directory. Rimbach (also spelled
Rembach) is also listed in the 1860 census as a farmer and cheese maker. Interestingly, Rimbach is
listed in the 1870 Census as residing with a 19-year old farmhand named Frederick Lange, perhaps the
son of F.D. Lange or the 1877 owner of the creamery property himself (Heritage Quest accessed June 17,
2016). This presents a very strong correlation of the Rimbach and the Lange families to the Monee
Cheese Factory. If Rimbach was the proprietor of the Monee Cheese Factory, he would have rented the
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building from Grundberger, Lange, or Schmidt and maintained his own farm/residence in section 35 of
Monee Township.

Woodruff’s History of Will County Illinois from 1878 and the 1893 Will County Atlas do not mention any
creameries or cheese factories in Monee. Staff did not find any Sanborn Maps for the Village of Monee.
The history of the Monee creamery picks up in Muriel Milne’s book, Our Roots are Deep. Milne briefly
details the history of two creameries in the Village of Monee, one a butter factory and one a cheese
factory. Her history of the Monee Spring Creamery (butter factory), owned by William Emde, is much
more detailed than the Monee Cheese Factory. Milne dates both creameries to the “late 1800s.” Milne’s
history of the Monee Cheese Factory leaves off in 1897 when F.M. Stenger and Henry Diercks purchased
the building from Henry Flocker. Staff researched ‘Flocker’ (and variations thereof) at the Will County
Recorder’s Office and in ancestry databases (city directories and census records). The only record that
could be located was an 1895 Village of Monee directory listing “Flocken, Henry, cheese.” This is the
earliest confirmed date by two different sources of the Monee Cheese Factory. In that same directory,
Stenger and Diercks are listed separately in the Village of Monee directory, which confirms that they
purchased Flocken’s cheese factory after 1895.

According to Milne, Stenger and Diercks owned the Monee Creamery for only a short while; Charles and
Anna Lankenau purchased it from them the same year they bought it from Flocken. In 1901 it was
purchased by William Gray who converted the cheese factory into a private residence. Albert Dahn then
lived in the cheese factory turned residence from 1930-1950. In 1950, the local Monee fire department
acquired the property and created a park on the five acre site (from Our Roots are Deep by Muriel
Milne). The Village of Monee acquired the Fireman’s Park site and former cheese factory in the 1980s
(Christi Holston, Monee Historical Society). While the grounds are used regularly for events, the
creamery building does not allow regular public access; it is open as a haunted house and then used for
storage the rest of the year.

Staff believes it is important to mention a 1964 article in the Monee Eagle (included in nomination
packet, provided by Christi Holston) which discusses the Monee Creamery, questioning if it actually was
a cheese factory. The Monee Eagle states that a Mr. Hausman constructed the building for
manufacturing vinegar. Staff researched vinegar making and a Mr. Hausman in the Village of Monee but
did not find any information related to this theory. The article also mentions the potential of orchards
on the property; the Atlases did not indicate any such use of the property. In the article, the Monee Eagle
editor advocated for further research which calls into question the validity of his/her sources. Since
Milne’s book postdates this 1964 article it appears to be a much more credible source.

The Monee Creamery has enjoyed a long history in the Village of Monee and has served as a focal point
for community events and activities since the late 19th Century. Initially serving as a central location for
farmers to come and process their milk, the creamery transitioned to private hands for a number of
years before being returned to the public as a park and recreational spot.

(III)(4)(d) It embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the
study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials.
Staff supports this criterion.

The Monee Creamery was historically a cheese factory and retains the characteristics of that building
typology. On the exterior, there appears to be a wagon off-loading entrance on the east facade. Given the
height of the wide, arched door from the ground, it is believed that the wagon would have pulled up and
handed off milk containers into the interior. The interior of the Monee Creamery, as with any cheese
factory, is unadorned and consists of open, flexible spaces. The cheese making process does not require
a specialized interior layout, only space for heating vats, prep tables, and storage areas. The cheese
making tools (tables, cauldrons, molds, etc.) have long since disappeared from the Monee Creamery, but
the building's history as a cheese factory is important and valuable to study.
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(From National Historic Cheesemaking Center, “Restored Cheese Factory: Imoberg Farmstead,”
http://www.nationalhistoriccheesemakingcenter.org/restored-cheese-factory/, accessed May 27,
2016).

Refrigeration changed the way dairy products were produced and shipped; the Monee Creamery stands
as a monument to the historic methods of processing dairy - direct from the farm to the city. "Making
cheese was a very effective way to preserve milk which was very perishable...Farmers began to see the
value of working together and pooling their resources into a centralized cheese processing facility to
convert their milk to cheese and other dairy products" (from National Historic Cheesemaking Center,
“History of Cheese,” http://www.nationalhistoriccheesemakingcenter.org/history-of-cheese/ accessed
May 27, 2016). The area farmers would bring their fresh milk over to the Monee Creamery each
morning where it would be processed. Since the creamery was intentionally located near the Illinois
Central Railroad, the products would then be transported to Chicago for selling. The Monee Creamery,
housed in a limestone structure, would have provided an excellent climate-controlled atmosphere to
keep the dairy products as cool as possible. The limestone would have been quarried locally in either
Indiana or Illinois and the structure is very distinctive as a result of using this indigenous regional
material.

1890s cheese making process demonstrated at the National Historic Cheesemaking Center in Wisconsin
(from their website).

(III)(4)(f) It embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that render it
architecturally significant.
Staff supports this criterion.

The Monee Creamery is constructed with limestone which is locally (and often regionally) a significant
building material. Limestone structures throughout the County are singled out as distinctive and
architecturally significant for their use of the material alone. In the specific context of the Village of
Monee, no other complete limestone structures exist (Christi Holston, Monee Historical Society). This
unique limestone building in the local area makes the Monee Creamery architecturally significant.
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(III)(4)(g) It embodies design elements that make it structurally or architecturally innovative.
Staff does not support this criterion. From the information provided in the nomination packet and
further research completed by Staff, there was no evidence to support that the creamery was innovative
in its design.
(III)(4)(h) It has a unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an
established or familiar visual feature.
Staff supports this criterion.

The Monee Creamery has been a fixture in the Village of Monee downtown area for over a century. The
building’s proximity to the railroad and as a central gathering place for local residents makes it a
familiar visual feature.

(III)(4)(i) It has character which is a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure
with a high level of integrity or architectural significance.
Staff supports this criterion.

The Monee Creamery is a utilitarian structure, a cheese factory, which retains a high level of integrity
despite three additions to the original structure. These additions can be removed without damaging the
historic fabric of the main structure (if the owner should undertake such an endeavor) and are easily
identifiable as “newer” than the late 19th Century structure.

Additionally, per a 2011 Staff analysis and this present day report, it is believed that the Monee
Creamery may be one of the last remaining cheese factories or creameries in Will County. The other
creameries- Baumgartner (Frankfort), Mather (Wheatland), and Conrad (Peotone)- have all been
demolished. The rarity of the cheese factory building typology in the County makes the Monee Creamery
significant on a County-wide level.
(III)(4)(j) It is suitable for preservation or restoration.
Staff supports this criterion.

The Monee Creamery is in good condition, but is suitable for preservation, particularly its windows.

(III)(4)(l) It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to pre-history, history,
or other areas of archaeological significance.

7.

Staff does not support this criterion. This criterion typically relates to cemeteries or other
archaeological sites. However, Staff believes that if the site were nominated in addition to the structure,
there would be the potential to unearth artifacts related to the creamery's history as a cheese factory
(i.e. tools). Staff does not believe that the building itself could yield further information.

The 2002 Will County Land Resource Management Plan (LRMP) adopted the Will County Cultural and
Historic Preservation Plan (1976). In its adoption of the County’s Cultural and Historic Preservation
Plan, the LRMP recognizes the importance of protecting Will County’s heritage and historic character
through the preservation of its historic built environment and landscape. To enhance Will County’s
historic preservation efforts, the LRMP “Guiding Principles” outline several historic preservation goals
and strategies. This landmark nomination addresses the following community issues and accomplishes
the accompanying LRMP “Goals and Strategies”:
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Growth and Community Character
Goal: Will County will have a series of distinct communities, each with its unique character and “sense of
place.”
The landmark nomination meets the growth and community character goal because nominating the site
recognizes its importance in local history and its value to the Monee community. Currently, one (1)
other County landmark is located within Monee Township, in the Village of University Park: KoellingRiegel-Manilow-University Park Farmstead.
Intergovernmental Cooperation
Goal: Will County and its cities and townships will collectively plan for, and address matters of regional
concern that transcend political boundaries, including those related to regional land use patterns,
infrastructure, open space, and environmental issues.

The nominated structure is located within the municipal boundaries of the Village of Monee. At this
time, the Village of Monee does not have a historic preservation ordinance. Will County’s consideration
of the nomination is appropriate pursuant to the Illinois Historic Preservation Act (55 ILCS 5/5-30001
et seq.) to identify, protect, preserve and provide for the restoration, rehabilitation and continued use of
buildings, structures and sites that are of historic significance if the municipality authorizes by
ordinance the County Board and the County Preservation Commission to designate such a landmark
within its corporate boundary (55 ILCS 5/5-30004{17}). The Village of Monee adopted Ordinance 1740
on January 13, 2016 authorizing Will County to designate the Monee Creamery as a Will County
Landmark.
Additionally, per Article III, Section 17 of the Will County Historic Preservation Ordinance, “should a
designated landmark, landmark site or preservation district be incorporated into a municipality with a
preservation ordinance, that municipality's preservation ordinance shall govern. If a municipality
annexes a designated landmark, landmark site or preservation district and does not have a
preservation ordinance, the County's preservation ordinance will continue to govern.”

Economy
Strategy: The County will emphasize the importance of “quality of life” issues such as open space and
environmental preservation, development quality, historic preservation and interpretation, pedestrian
orientation and livability of communities, and quality infrastructure in attracting and retaining
businesses in the County.
The landmark nomination addresses the role historic preservation plays in enhancing quality of life.
Landmark designation is a protective tool to ensure that the historic character of a property and
community are retained. The historic preservation of resources is attractive to many residents because
of the way it distinguishes one community from another. A community’s quality of life is enhanced
when historic preservation measures are implemented to safeguard the community’s sense of place.
People are able to gain a greater sense of place and identity when historic places are identified and
recognized.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
1. Staff recommends approval of the nomination as a Will County Historic Landmark to the structure
historically known as the Monee Creamery with the following condition:
a. If granted landmark status, the Will County Historic Preservation Commission, per the Will
County Historic Preservation Ordinance, requests that the property owner file a Certificate of
Appropriateness application for any major exterior alterations. Example alterations that fall
into this category are changes such as window or roof replacement, façade work, and
additions. Any alterations should be conducted in a manner sympathetic to the property’s
historic character. Property owners should conduct replacement alterations with
replacements-in-kind that are as close to the original material and appearance as possible.
Prior to filing the Certificate of Appropriateness application, the property owner is
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encouraged to contact Will County Land Use Department historic preservation planning staff
and/or the Will County Historic Preservation Commission for assistance in researching
rehabilitation options. The Certificate of Appropriateness remains on file in perpetuity to
document any changes to a landmark for reference or research purposes.

COMMISSION FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION
1. Based upon the provisions of the Will County Historic Preservation Ordinance and supplemental
information submitted with the application, the subject landmark nomination application was
considered complete and a public hearing was scheduled.
2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

The information provided in the “Commission Findings” reflects the proceedings of the July 6, 2016
public hearing and regular Commission meeting.

At the hearing, Staff presented a report on the nominated property and provided a brief overview
regarding the historic significance of the nominated property.
There were no public comments.
There were no objections.

Following the conclusion of the public comments, the Commission discussed the nomination.
Chairwoman Vasko recommended proceeding with a “c. 1870s” date for the nomination based upon
the research presented by Staff. Vice-Chair Seggebruch spoke about the site and its importance to the
Monee community. He mentioned that the site is well used and hosts various events throughout the
year. Secretary and nominator Nagel spoke about the history of the structure and the efforts of the
Monee Historical Society to designate the property. Nagel stated that Christina and David Holston
were the original residents who started the landmark petition with Nagel continuing their efforts.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Staff report images/architectural description
2. Will County Landmark Nomination Form
3. Village of Monee Ordinance Number 1740
Date of Site Inspection: June 3, 2016
Date of HPC Hearing: July 6, 2016
Date of LUDC Meeting: July 12, 2016
Date of WC Board Meeting: July 21, 2016

MONEE CREAMERY STAFF REPORT IMAGES
OVERVIEW
The Monee Creamery is a two-story side-gabled structure with a basement. The exterior is unadorned, utilitarian, and
symmetrical on most facades. The walls and foundation are constructed entirely of limestone punctuated with window
openings on each façade and only one door opening on the street facing facade. Each window opening has been boarded up
with black painted wood. Historic or older window frames were noted in some openings, but it is believed that no glass
remains. The moderately pitched roof has contemporary asphalt shingles and almost no overhang. The roof appears to be
watertight and in good condition.

The street facing south façade is flat, unadorned, and symmetrical. There are three smaller square windows along the roofline
and two larger rectangular windows on the first floor. The rectangular windows have stone laid vertically above them which
creates a decorative effect. There is a central door for personal use with a flattened arch above it. Historical images show that
stairs once led up to the door and there was a ramp leading off to the east. It is unknown if this ramp was original or a later
addition.
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Detail of the first story rectangular window; note the vertical stone blocks above the window.

The door on the south façade is the only one remaining; note the vertical stone blocks above it. A historic photograph shows
that a broad stairway led up to it; a stage has now been constructed where it once stood. It is unclear if there was an additional
door on the rear or north façade since there is now an addition which obscures any evidence of it.
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On the south façade wall along the stage, there is some paint or stain. Staff does not believe that this is evidence that the entire
building was once painted, only that something along that edge had been painted or rubbed off.

There is evidence on the south façade that the building may have been covered with stucco at one time; it does not appear to
be poor re-pointing or tuck-pointing work.
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On the southeast corner, some mortar has eroded exposing the original mortar behind it.

Southeast façade, note the concrete stage addition.
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The east façade is also unadorned. There is a large central opening along the first floor which is believed to have allowed for
wagon access. There are two rectangular windows (obscured by ivy) on the second story. The east façade has a small wooden
shed addition.

Detail of the addition to the east façade. The structure has wood plank walls and an asphalt shingle roof. The half concrete/half
wood foundation leads Staff to believe that this structure might cover the entrance to the basement. Staff was unable to access
the interior so this is conjecture.
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Detail of the windows on the east façade; note the old wooden window frames. The frames may not be original but at least date
to the early 20th Century.

Detail of the wagon loading door on the east façade; note the arch above the doorway. The concrete pad at the door base
appears to be non-historic.

6 of 14

MONEE CREAMERY STAFF REPORT IMAGES

Northeast façade.

The north or rear façade is also unadorned. Like the south façade, there are three small square windows along the roofline.
There appears to have once been two or three larger rectangular windows, now bricked or stoned-in, directly underneath the
square windows. Or, this façade may have mirrored the south façade with a central door flanked by two rectangular windows.
There is also evidence of another window below the western most rectangular window. Since the other facades are
symmetrical, this window may have been mirrored at the eastern most side as well. The large concrete block addition with
metal roof blocks the rest of the façade from investigation.
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The concrete block addition to the north façade sits on a concrete pad and has a metal roof.

North façade window ghosting at far eastern side.
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North façade window at center and far western side.

Detail of north façade window ghosting along western side.
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At the north façade, a concrete block chimney stack is visible. While there was likely a fireplace in the historic building, this
concrete chimney is non-historic.

Northwest façade.
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The west façade contains four rectangular windows with a central blocked-in window along the ground level.

Detail of the stoned-in window; note the vertical stones in a flattened arch design.
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Along the roofline of the west façade, pieces of wood where the rafters were cut into the stone are visible.

Southwest façade.

12 of 14

MONEE CREAMERY STAFF REPORT IMAGES

Minimal mortar erosion was noticed where the wall meets the ground at the foundation line. This was only in areas where
downspouts were located.

Another detail of mortar erosion along the ground line; contemporary electrical conduit cut into the wall also shown.
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The limestone walls were in good condition.
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